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TO       U       R 

THROUGH   THE   ISLAND    OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 


LETTER    I. 


Containing  a  Description  of  the  North  Shores 
of  the  Counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devon,  and 
fome  Parts  of  Somerfetfhire,  Wiltfhire,  Dor- 
fetfhire,  Gloucefterfhire,Buckingham(hire,  and 
Berkfhire. 


I  NOW  turned  to  the  eaft;  and  as,  when  I  went 
weft,  I  kept  to  the  fouthern  coaft  of  this  long 
county  of  Cornwall,  and  of  Devon/hire  likewife, 
fo,  in  going  eaft,  I  fhall  keep  the  north  fhore. 

The  firft  place  of  any  note  v/e  came  to,  was  Sf» 

Ives,  fituated  on  the  weft-fide  of  a  deep  bay,  called 

St.  Ives-bay,  from  the  town.     This  bay  is  oppofite, 

on  the  land-fide,  to  Mount*  s-bay^  but  it  is  filled  up 
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2  CORNWALL. 

with  fands,  and  here  is  very  little  trade  in  any  thiilg 
but  Cornijh  flate. 

A  very  pleafant  view  we  have  at  Madern-hills,  and 
the  plain  by  them,  in  the  way  from  the  Land's- end 
to  St.  Ives;  where  we  have  a  profpecl:  of  the  ocean 
at  the  Land' s-  end,  weft;  of  the  Britifli  channel  at 
Mount's- bay ',  fouth  ;  and  the  Brtftol  channel,  or  Se- 
vern fea,  north.  Near  St.  Ives,  the  land  between 
the  two  .bays,  being  not  above  four  or  five  miles 
over,  is  an  hill  fo  fituated,  that  upon  it  neither  of 
the  two  feas  are  above  three  miles  off,  and  very  plain 
to  be  feen  ;  and  fo  likewife,  in  a  clear  day,  are  the 
iflands  of  Sdlfyt  tho'  above  30  miles  off.  St.  Ives  is 
a  borough-town,  governed  by  a  mayor,  12  capital  and 
24  inferior  burgeiles,  with  a  recorder  and  town- 
elerk,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament.  The 
town  is  now  fmall,  but  has  an  handfome  church, 
which  however  is  but  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  the  parifh 
©f  Unilalant. 

The  country  from  hence  to  Padjtowis  both  fruit- 
ful and  pleafant,  and  feveral  gentlemens  houfes  are 
feen  as  we  pafs  ;  the  lands  alfo  are  very  agreeable  to 
the  eye,  and  to  travel  upon. 

The  hills  are  fruitful  of  tin,  copper,  and  lead, 
all  the  way  on  our  right-hand  ;  the  product  of  which 
is  carried  to  the  other  fhore,  fo  that  we  fhall  have 
little  to  fay  of  it  here.  The  chief  bufinefs  on  this 
fhore  is  the  herring-riming:  The  herrings  about  Oc- 
tober come  driving  up  the  Severn  fea,  and  from  the 
coaft  of  Ireland,  in  prodigious  fhoals,  and  beat  all 
upon  this  coaft  as  "high  as  Biddeford  and  Barnjlaple  in 
Devonjhire;  and  are  caught  in  great  quantities  by  the 
fifhermen,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  merchants  of 
Falmouth ,  Foy,  Plymouth,  and  other  ports  on  the 
fouth, 

St.  Michael's,  or  Modijhole,  a  mean  Portreeve  bo- 
rough, tho'  it  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  is 
not  now  remarkable  ;  but  was  of  great  note  in  the 
Saxw  time,  and  has  now  a  yearly  fair. 

o  We 
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We  then  came  to  St,  Columb's,  a  little  market- 
town,  a  Lordfhip  belonging  to  the  Arundeh  of  TVar- 
dour  ;  fo  called,  to  diftinguiih  them  from  the  Arundeh 
of  Trerice  in  this  county  ;  both  families  efpoufing 
the  King's  fide  in  the  civil  wars,  fuffered  much  ;  and 
the  former  was  ennobled  in  Charles  II. 's  time.  iSV. 
Columb's  is  one  of  the  beft  parfonages  in  Cornwall ; 
the  yearly  value  between  5  and  600/. 

Near  this  place  is  an  hill,  which  has  a  rampire  on 
the  fummit  of  it,  and  a  caufeway  leading  to  it.  'Tis 
an  old  Da?iifi  camp,  and  called  Cajhllum  Danis. 

Padftoiv  is  a  large  town,  governed  by  a  mayor  and 
other  officers,  and  {lands  on  a  very  good  harbour  for 
fuch  fhipping  as  ufe  the  Ir'ijh  trade.  The  harbour 
is  the  mouth  of  the  river  Camel,  or  Carnal,  which, 
riling  at  Camelford,  runs  down  by  Bodmyn  to  Wad- 
bridge,  a  little  town,  where  a  large  ftone  bridge,  of 
about  eight  arches,  is  built,  by  the  contributions  of 
the  country  gentlemen,  at  the  motion,  and  under 
the.  direction,  of  Nicholas  Lovibond,  vicar  of  IVad- 
bridge;  the  paffage  over  the  river  before  being  very 
dangerous,  and  having  occafioned  the  lofs  of  fome 
lives,  as  well  as  goods. 

-  Higher  within  the  land  lies  the  market  and  borough- 
town  of  Bodmyn,  formerly  one  of  the  coining-towns 
of  tin,  till  it  loft  that  privilege  to  Lejlwithiel :  how- 
ever, it  ftill  enjoys  feveral  advantages,  befides  that 
of  returning  members  to  parliament,  fome  of  which 
are  tokens  of  its  antiquity.  It  is  pretty  large,  and 
itands  between  two  hills,  in  a  good  air.  It  had  an- 
ciently feveral  churches,  of  which  now  only  one 
remains,  which  belonged  to  the  priory  ;  and  is,  at 
prefent,  the  pariih-church.  A  kind  of  carnival  is 
kept  here  yearly,  in  July,  whither  great  numbers  of 
people  refort,  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  12  alder- 
men, 24  common-council,  and  a  town-clerk,  who 
have  a  toll  and  lands  to  the  value  of  200/.  per  An- 
B  a  nu„. 
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Hum*    .  Here'  is  the  fherifFs  prifon  for  debtors,  and  a 
free-fchool. 

The  coinage-towns  were,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's' 
time,  four  ;  namely, 

Lejkard,  Lejlwithiel,   Truro^  Heljfon. 

Since  that,  in  King  James's  time,  was  added  Pen- 
fance. 

Ca?nelford  is  a  mean  but  ancient  borough-town, 
faid  to  be  incorporated  by  Charles  I,  and  is  governed 
by  a  mayor,  8  aldermen,  a  recorder,  and  town-clerk. 
Here  the  river  Camel  rifes,  which  takes  its  name  from 
the  Britijh  word  Cam9  i.  e.  crooked.  It  has  not 
either  church  or  chapel  in  it,  nor  ever  had;  but  it 
returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

The  borough  of  Bojfiney^  otherwife  called  Tintagel, 
or  Trcvena,  is  but  a  fmall  town,  governed  by  a  mayor 
and  burgeffes.  It  is  famous  for  the  fplendid  ruins  of 
an  impregnable  caftle,  built  on  the  rock,  which  flood 
partly  on  the  continent,  and  partly  on  an  ifland, 
joined  together  by  a  draw-bridge.  The  caftle  was  the 
Seat  of  the  Britijh  princes,  and  fince  of  the  dukes  of 
CormvalL  This  place  fends  two  Members  to  parlia- 
ment ;  as  does  the  next,  to  wit, 

Launcefton,  which  is  a  corruption  of  the  Britijh 
word,  Llanjlypban,  i.  e.  St.  Steven  s  church  :  it  is  i 
market  and  borough-town,  pretty  neat,  and  is  fituate 
on  a  rifmg  ground,  at  the  extremity  of  the  county, 
on  the  borders  of  Devonjhire.  Great  part  of  it  is 
Very  old,  ragged,  and  decayed. 

When  Richard  earl  of  Cornwall  had  the  govern- 
ment of  this  county,  this  was  a  frontier-town,  well' 
walled,  about,  and  fortified  ;  and  had  aifo  a  noble 
caftle,  which,  from  its  ftrength,  was  called  caftle 
'Terrible.  The  inhabitants,  for  the  defence  and  re- 
pair of  it,  held  formerly  the  land  here  by  caflleguard. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  Hengejlon-hill,  which  pro- 
duces great  plenty  of  Cornijh  diamonds  :  here  the 
CornifiBritons  joined  the  Danes,  to  drive  out  the  Saxons 
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from  Devonjhire  ,  but  were  totally  defeated  by  Egbert 
in  831,  which,  it  is  conjectured,  gives  the  name  of 
Hengijl  to  this  hill,  in  commemoration  of  their  firft 
leader. 

There  is  a  fine  image  or  figure  of  Mary  Magdalen* 
on  the  fide  of  a  wall  of  the  church  at  Launcejlon*  to 
which  the  papifts  fail  not  to  pay  reverence  as  they  pafs 
by.  Here  are  many  attorneys,  who  manage  bufi- 
nefs  for  the  reft  of  their  fraternity  at  the  afiizes.  As 
to  trade,  it  has  not  much  to  boaft  of  5  and  yet  there 
are  people  enough  in  it  to  excufe  thofe  who  call  it  a 
populous  place. 

.  Newport  is  a  little  village  adjoining,  and  was  for- 
merly part,  ©f  Launcefton  ;  and  yet  fends  two  members 
to  parliament  :  and  indeed  there  are  no  iefs  than  44, 
for  this  county  j  and  the  number  of  electors  is  io 
fmall,  in  many  places,  that  an  adminiftration,  of 
which  fide  foever  it  be,  as  to  party,  has  ufually  a 
great  reliance  on  the  elections  in  this  county  every 
new  parliament,  in-order  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  :  for  44  members  from  Cornwall* 
and  45  from  another  part  of  the  ifland,  who  generally 
go  one  way,  make  no  fmall  figure  in  a  queftion. 
And,  in  this  cafe,  it  may  not  be  improperly  obferved^ 
that  the  two  extremities  of  the  ifland,  let  the  other 
parts  go  as  they  will,  are  generally  united  in  the  fame 
way  of  thinking,  or  at  leaft  of  acting,  in  all  political 
debates  5  and  are  likely  to  be  fo  in  ail  times  to  come. 
■  Before  I  quit  Launcefton  and  "Newport*  I  muft  not 
forget  to  mention  JVer  ring  ton*  formerly  the  feat  of 
Sir  William  Morris*  fecretary  to  King  Charles  II. 
in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  1775,  when  it  was 
purchafed,  together  with  the  adjoining  eftate,  by  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  The  houfe  is  not  unde- 
ferving  attention,  and  the  park  is  one  of  the  fineft  in 
England,  diftinguifhed  for  its  noble  woods  and  fine 
flopes,  and  being  full  of  red  and  fallow  deer.  The 
beautiful  river   that   runs   through    the  park  is  the 
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boundary  that  here  divides  the  counties  of  Cornwall 
and  Devon.  The  neighbouring  counties  confider  it 
as  a  moft  fortunate  acquifition,  that  this  eftate  is 
fallen  into  his  grace's  hands,  who  already  has  begun 
to  difplay  that  generofity  and  magnificence  among 
them,  which  has  fo  long  made  this  illuftrious  fa- 
mily refpec~ied  by  the  inhabitants  of  Middle/ex,  Nor- 
thumberland and  Torkfmre. 

This  place  is  believed  to  have  been  the  ancient 
jrefidence  of  Orgar,  earl  of  Devon/hire,  whither  King 
Edgar  lent  his  favourite  earl  Athelwold,  to  demand 
for  him  the  beautiful  Elfrida,  whom  that  unfaithful 
emiffary  (feduced  by  her  beauty)  obtained  for  him- 
iVIfj  and  here,  it  is  believed,  was  acted  the  fub- 
tcquent  tragedy  of  that  earl's  death.  Certain  it  is, 
that  in  the  houfe  is  preferved  a  part  of  the  ancient 
caftie,  ftill  called  Edgar's  tower;  and  in  the  park 
are  iiiji  (hewn  the  remains  ©f  a  crofs,  which,  ac- 
cording to  tradition,  was  erected  by  Elfrida,  on  the 
very  fpot  were  Athelwold  was  flain  by  the  hand  of  his 
enraged  mailer. 

There  is  a  long  nook  of  the  country  runs  north 
from  Launcejhn^  called  the  Hundred  of  Stratton>  in 
which  there  is  one  market-town,  named  Stratton  ;  but 
it  has  nothing  in  or  about  it  worth  remarking  :  yet 
once  it  had,  in  Stow  houfe,  built  by  the  earl  of  Bath, 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and,  as  to  its  finifh- 
ings  within,  not  inferior  to  any  in  England.  The 
fituation  of  this  ftately  palace  rendering  it  a  difagree- 
able  habitation,  the  owners  difpofed  of  the  materials, 
and  it  is  now  totally  demolifhed. 

Not  far  from  Bodmyn  is  to  be  feen  the  fet  of  monu- 
mental ftones,  called  The  Hurlers  ;  which  Dr.  Stukefy 
fays,  are,  out  of  doubt,  remains  of  an  antient  Druid 
temple.  Probably  they  are  called  by  this  name, 
from  the  game  of  hurling,  pra&ifed  in  thefe  parts; 
the  country-people  giving  them  that  for  want  of  a 
better  :  and  indeed  it  is  faid,  that  they  have  a  fuper- 

flitious 
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fti'tious  notion,  that  they  were  once  men,  who  were 
transformed  into  ftones,  for  playing  at  this  fport  on 
a  Sunday.  They  are  oblong,  rude,  unhewn  Hones, 
pitched  on  one  end  upon  the  ground.  They  frand  on 
a  down  in  three  circles,  the  centres  whereof  are  in 
a  right  line,  the  middlemoft  circle  being  the  greateit. 
About  half  a  mile  from  thefe,  on  the  clowns,  ftanels 
a  ftone,  called  the  long  ft  one.  more  than  two  yards 
and  a  half  high,  having  a  crofs  on  both  fides  of  it. 

Paffing  the  river  Tamar,  about  two  miles  from. 
Launce/lon,  we  enter  the  great  county  of  Det'on 
in  the  moil  wild  and  barren  part  of  it, .  and  where 
formerly  tin  mines  were  found,  tho'  now  they  are 
either  quite  exhaufted,  or  not  to  be  worked  without 
more  charge  than  profit. 

The  river  Ta?nar  here  abounds  with  falmon, 
which  are  fo  exceeding  fat  and  good,  that  they  are 
efteemed  in  both  counties  above  the  fifh  of  the  fame 
kind  found  in  other  places  ;  and  the  quantity  is  fo 
great,  as  fupplies  the  country  in  abundance.  This  i» 
occafioned  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  being  To  very 
large,  and  the  water  fo  deep  for  two  leagues  before  it 
opens  into  Plymouth  Sound,  that  the  fifh  have  a  fecure 
retreat  in  the  fait  water  for  their  harbour  and  mel- 
ter  ;  and  from  thence  they  fhoot  up  into  the  frefh  wa- 
ter, in  vaft  numbers,  to  caft  their  fpawn. 

We  ride  but  a  few  miles  in  Dcvonfnire,  before  we 
find  a  different  face,  in  feveral  refpedts  :  As,  i.  More 
people  than  in  Cornwall :  2.  Larger  towns  :  3.  The 
People  all  bufy,  and  in  full  employ  upon  their  manu- 
factures. 

At  the  uppermoft  and  extreme  part  of  the  county 
north-weft,  runs  a  promontory  about  three  miles 
into  the  fea,  beyond  all  the  land  on  either  fide,  whe- 
ther of  Devon/hire  or  of  Cornwall  :  the  country- 
people  call  it  Hartland  Pointy  or  Hearty  Point  *  from 
*  It  was  anciently  called  Promontorlum  Herculh,  whence  its  prefent  name. 
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the  town  of  Hartland,  which  ftands  juft  within  the 
fhore,  and  is  iituated  on  the  utmoft  edge  of  the 
county  of  Devon.  It  is  a  market-town  of  good  re- 
fort,  and  the  people  coming  conftantly  to  it  out  of  Corn- 
vjall,  the  fifher-boats  of  Barnjlaple,  Btddeford,  and  the 
other  towns  on  the  coafts,  lying  often  under  the 
Lee,  as  they  call  it,  of  thefe  rocks,  for  fhelter  from 
the  fouth-weft  or  fouth-eaft  winds  ;  at  which  time 
the  feamen  go  on  fhore  here,  and  fupply  themfelves 
with  provifions;  nor  is  the  town  unconcerned  in 
that  gainful  fifhing  trade,  which  is  carried  on  for  the 
herring  on  this  coaft. 

From  this  point  or  promontory,  the  land  falling 
away  for  fome  miles,  makes  a  gulph  or  bay,  which 
reaching  to  the  head-land,  or  point  of  Barriftaple 
haven,  is  called  from  thence,  Barnjiaple  bay  5  10 
that  thefe  two  trading  towns  have  but  one  port  be- 
tween them.  They  were  formerly  inconsiderable 
places  :  at  prefent  they  are  great  and  thriving. 
Tive  manufactures  of  the  large  towns  behind  them, 
2nd  their  eafy  pafTage  by  the  rivers  beforementioned, 
the  filheries  on  the  coafts,  and  their  correfpondence 
with  Ireland,  have  raifed  them  to  great  wealth  and 
credit.  Perhaps  their  emulation  alfo  has  been  no 
prejudice  to  either  :  on  the  contrary,  if  we  confider 
the  great  improvements  made  to  hinder  one  from 
clearly  furpafiing  the  other,  and  retaining  that  fupe- 
xiority  for  any  length  of  time,  we  cannot  but  ob- 
fervethat  it  has  been  highly  beneficial  to  both. 

^Clovelly  is  a  fmall  place,  dependent  as  a  creek  upon 
Barn/laple*  It  has  a  pier  fupported  by  the  ancient 
Family  of  Gary,  to  whom  the  place  belongs,  and 
might,  with  fome  expence,  be  made  of  far  more  con- 
fequence  than  it  is. 

The  towns  of  Barnjlaple  and  Biddeford,  the  firft 
the  moft  ancient,  and  returning  two  members  to  par- 
liament, the  other  the  moft  flourifhing,  feem  fo  fafe, 
fo  eafy  in  their  channel,  fo  equally  good  with  regard 

to 
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to  fhipping,  and  fo  equi-diflant  from  the  fea,  that 
neither  town  complains  of  the  bounty  of  the  fea  to 
them,  or  their  fituation  by  land. 

Biddeford,  anciently  written  By-the-Ford,  is  a  clean, 
well-built  town  :  the  more  ancient  ftreet,  which, 
lies  next  the  river,  is  very  pleafant,  where  is  the 
bridge,  a  very  noble  quay,  and  the  cuftom-houfe  ; 
it  is  alfo  well  built  and  populous,  and  fronts  the 
river  for  above  three  quarters  of  a  mile:  befides  this, 
there  is  a  new  fpacious  ftreet  on  a  confiderable  afcent, 
which  runs  north  and  fouth,  or  rather  north-weft 
and  fouth-eaft,  a  great  length,  broad  as  the  High 
Jireet  of  Exeter •,  well  built,  and  inhabited  by  con- 
fiderable and  wealthy  merchants,  who  trafEck  to  moil 
parts  of  the  world. 

The  trade  of  Biddeford,  as  well  as  of  all  the  towns 
on  this  coaft,  being  very  much  in  jfifli,  I  obferved 
that  feveral  (hips  were  employed  to  go  to  Liverpool^ 
and  up  the  river  Merfey,  to  Chejhire,  to  fetch  the 
rock-falt  which  is  found  in  that  county  to  Biddeford 
and  Barnflaple,  and  there  dillblve  it  into  brine  in  the 
fea-water,  joining  the  ftrength  of  two  bodies  in  one, 
and  then  boil  it  up  again  into  a  new  fait,  as  the  Dutch 
do  that  of  the  French  and  Portnguefe.  Thisisjuftly 
called  Salt  upon  Salt,  and  with  this  they  cure  their 
herrings. 

Here  is  a  long  flat  ftone  bridge  over  the  river, 
built  in  the  14th  century,  on  24  Gothick  arches,  all 
uniform  and  regular,  and  very  good  workmanfhip. 

As  Biddeford  has  fo  fine  a  bridge  over  the  Tozvridge, 
fo  Barnftaple  has  a  very  noble  one  over  the  Tave  j  and 
tho'  not  longer,  is  counted  larger  and  ftronger  than 
the  other  Thefe  two  rival  towns  are  really  very 
confiderable;  both  of  them  have  a  large  fhare  in  the 
trade  to  Ireland,  in  the  herring  fifhery,  and  in  a 
trade  to  the  Britijh  colonies  in  America  :  if  Biddeford 
■cures  more  fifha  Bamjlaple  imports  more  wine,  and 
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other  merchandizes  ;  they  are  both  eftablimed  ports 
for  landing  wool  from  Ireland. 

If  Biddeford  has  a  greater  number  of  merchants, 
Barvftaple  has  a  greater  commerce  within  land,  by- 
its  great  market  for  Irijh  wool  and  yarn,  &c.  with 
the  ferge  markets  of  Tiverton  and  Exeter ,  which  carry 
on  a  tramck  here. 

Barnftaple  is  a  large,  well  built  town,  feated  among 
the  hills.  It  is  alfo  called  B arum  on  the  mile-ftones 
near  it,  as  Salisbury  is  called  Sarum.  It  is  more  po- 
pulous than  Biddefordj  but  not  better  built,  and 
itands  lower  ;  infomuch  that  at  high  water  in  fpring- 
tides  it  is,  in  a  manner,  furrounded  with  water. 
The  bridge  was  built  by  the  generous  benefaction 
of  one  Stamford,  a  citizen  and  merchant  of  London, 
who,  it  feems,  was  not  a  native  of  the  place ;  but, 
by  trading  here  to  his  gain,  had  kindnefs  enough 
for  the  town,  to  confer  that  valuable  benefit  upon  it. 
It  was  formerly  walled  in,  and  had  a  caftle  and  a 
priory.  JTis  governed  by  a  mayor  and  24  burgeffes, 
whereof  two  are  aldermen.  It  has  alfo  an  high 
iteward,  and  recorder. 

The  bridge  at  Biddeford,  was  tykewife  a  gift,  by 
colle&iofls  among  the  clergy,  and  grants  of  indul- 
gences. 

Behind  Biddeford,  as  we  come  from  Launceftonx  are 
feveral  good  towns  ^though  I  obferved  that  the 
country  was  wild  and  barren),  as  Taviftock,  Torring* 
ton,  &c. 

Taviftock  returns  two  members  to  parliament.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  Tave,  among  fprings,  and  is  a  large 
Portreeve-town,  pretty  well  built,  with  an  handfome 
parim-church,  covered  with  flate  :  it  has  two  alms- 
houfes,  and  is  fupplied  by  the  Tave  with  plenty  of 
frill.  The  abbot  of  this  place  fat  in  parliament ; 
built  a  church  of  126  yards  long,  fpacious  cioifters, 
and  a  chapter-houfe^  with  36  jftalls,  which  are  all 

now  destroyed. 
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The  town  of  Torrington  is  fituated  on  the  fame 
river  that  Biddeford  {lands  upon.  It  has  a  large  fpa- 
cious  church,  with  a  library  in  it;  and  was,  for 
fome  time,  the  refidence  of  Margaret,  the  mother  of 
Henry  VII.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  8  aldermen, 
and  1 6  burgeffes. 

Another  town  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  Oke- 
hampton,  vulgarly  Okington,  a  good  market  and  anci- 
ent borough -town,  governed  by  eight  principal  bur- 
geffes, and  as  many  ailiftants.  It  is  a  manufacturing 
town,  as  all  the  towns  this  way  now  are,  and  pretty 
rich;  but  in  the  records  of  antiquity  it  appears  to 
have  been  much  more,  confiderahle  than  it  is  now, 
having  92  knights  fees  belonging  to  it.  This  town 
returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

A  little  above  Barnftaple,  N.  E.  .upon  the  coafr, 
Hands  a  noted  market  and  port-town,  called  Ilford- 
comb,  a  place  of  good  trade,  populous,  and  rich. 

It  is  a  commodious  haven,  from  its  natural  advan- 
tages, but  for  its  greater  fecurity  a  pier  was  long  ago 
built,  and  a  light-houfe  erected,  which  wTere  of 
much  fervice.  But  thefe  and  other  conveniences 
were  entirely  made  at  the  expence  of  the  owner  of 
the  foil ;  and  indeed  moil  of  thefe  weftern  ports  were 
fupported  in  this  manner.  As  for  inftance,  that  of 
TVatchet,  by  the  now  noble  houfe  of  JVyndham  ;  that 
of  Minehead,.  by  the  ancient  family  of  Lvttrel ;  and 
this  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  by  t'he  Wreys,  or  as 
it  is  alfo  written  Wray.  Sir  Bouchler  Wray  has  built 
a  fummer-houfe  clofe  to  the  fea  fhore,  on  an  high 
point  near  the  bay,  from  whence  there  is  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  profpe£t  of  the  ocean.  Near  the  rocks  is 
plenty  of  white  famphire,  fuch  as  grows  in  fmall 
quantities  on  the  cliffs  of  Dover,  which  is  totally 
different  from  the  plant  called  and  ufed  as  fuch  in 
feveral  other  places,  and  which  grows  in  abundance 
on  the  muddy  fhore  of  Lincoln /hire \  The  right  fort 
B.6  has 
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has  a  fine  aromatic  tafte  when  pickled.  It  is  eat 
green  with  oil  and  vinegar. 

Ilfordcomb  is  a ,  corporation  (governed  by  a  mayor, 
bailiffs,  and  other  officers)  and  a  borough,  tho'  it 
does  not  now,  nor  ever  did,  fend  members  to  parlia- 
ment. It  confifts  chiefly  of  one  good  ftreet,  from 
the  church  to  the  fea-fide,  upwards  of  a  mile  long, 
and  is  a  neat,  well-built,  populous,  and  thriving 
place,  which  is  principally  owing  to  its  pofition, 
ilanding  clofe  upon  the  fea ;  fo  that  fhips  can  run  in 
there,  when  it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  up  to  Bidde- 
ford  or  Barnftaple  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  feveral  of  the 
traders  in  the  laft-mentioned  town  do  a  great  deal  of 
their  port  bufinefs  here. 

A  little  to  the  eaftward  of  Ilfordcomb  lies  Comb 
Martitiy  or,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  this  county, 
as  it  is  fometimes  called,  Martin's  Comb,  fo  named 
from  its  ancient  owners,  the  Martins  \  which*  at  pre- 
fent  has  only  a  cove  for  boats,  but  is  very  capable  of 
being  improved.  Yet  it  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  a 
lead  mine,  difcovered  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and 
out  of  the  contents  of  which  confiderable  quantities 
©f  filver  were  extracted ;  but  by  degrees,  or  through 
ill  management,  it  was  in  no  very  long  time  exhatft- 
cd.  However,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  was 
again  wrought,  and  that  to  larger  profit  than  before. 
'In  fome  fhort  fpace  after  this,  through  the  civil  wars 
between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancajier,  thefe  works 
were  difcontinued,  but  revived  with  ftronger  hopes 
5 n  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth <,  by  Sir  Bevis  Bui- 
vner,  2.  fkilful  engineer,  in  great  credit  with  that 
jsrincefs.  Mr.  Bujhel,  who  valued  himfelf  on  being 
Servant  and  pupil  to  the  famous  Lord  Bacon,  made 
ibme  propofals  for  recovering  it  a  fourth  time,  a  little 
before  the  Reftoration  ;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
3 aft  century  it  was  actually  opened,  with  mighty  ex- 
pectations, but  with  little  effect. 

Leading  the  coaft  ia  our  journey  fouthward,  we 

came 
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came  to  the  great  river  Ex  or  Ifca>  which  rifes  in  the 
hills  on  the  north  fide  of  the  county,  and,  like  the 
Tamar,  begins  within  four  or  five  miles  of  the  Severn 
fea.  The  country  it  rifes  in  is  called  Exmore :  Cam- 
den fays  it  is  a  filthy,  barren  ground ;  and  indeed 
fo  it  is  :  But  as  foon  as  the  Ex  comes  off  from  the 
moors  and  hilly  country,  and  defcends  into  the  lower 
grounds,  we  found  an  alteration ;  for  then  we  faw 
Devonjhire  in  its  other  countenance,  cultivated,  po- 
pulous, and  fruitful ;  and  continuing  fo  till  we  came 
to  Tiverton. 

Next  to  Exter,  Tiverton  is  the  greateft  manufac- 
turing town  in  the  county ;  and,  of  all  the  inland 
towns,  is  likewife  next  to  it  in  wealth,  and  number 
of  people  :  It  ftands  on  the  river  Ex,  and  has  over 
it  an  old  (lone  bridge,  with  another  over  the  little 
river  Loman,  which  immediately  after  falls  into  the 
Ex  juft  below  the  town.  Antiquity  fays,  before 
thofe  bridges  were  built,  there  were  two  fords  here, 
one  through  each  river ;  and  that  the  town  was  from 
thence  called  Twyfordton,  that  is,  The  Town  upon  the 
two  Fords  ',  and  fo,  by  abbreviating  the  founds,  Twy- 
forton,  then  Tiverton. 

This  town  has  been  a  remarkable  fufFerer  by  fire  ; 
for  in  the  year  1598,  April  3,  it  was  confumed  on  a 
fudden  ;  Augujl  5,  1612,  it  was  again  burnt  down  ^ 
and  July  5,  1731,  another  dreadful  fire  deftroyed  there 
200  of  the  beft  houfes. 

The  beauty  of  Tiverton  is  the  free-fchool,  at  the 
eaft  entrance  into  the  town,  a  noble  building,  but  a 
much  nobler  foundation.  It  was  erected  by  one  Peter 
Blundel,  a  clothier,  a  lover  of  learning ;  who  ufed 
the  faying  of  William  of  TVickham  to  the  King,  when 
he  founded  the  Royal  School  at  Winchejler ;  viz. 
*c  That  if  he  was  not  himfelf  a  fcholar,  he  would 
be  the  occafion  of  making  more  fcholars,  than  any 
fcholar  in  England ;"  to  which  end  he  founded  this 
■fchool.    The  fchgglmafler  has,   at  leaft,   60  /.  per 

annum^ 
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annum,  befides  a  very  good  houfe  to  live  in,  and  the 
advantage  of  fctiolars  not  on  the  foundation  ;  and 
the  ufher  has  in  proportion.  To  this  the  generous 
founder  added  two  fellowfhips  and  two  fcholarfhips, 
for  which  he  gave  the  maintenance  to  Sydney  college 
in  Cambridge  ;  and  one  fellowfhip  and  two  fcholar- 
fhips to  Baliol  college  in  Oxford. 

As  this  is  a  manufacturing  country,  we  found  the 
people  here  all  fully  employed,  and  very  few,  if  any 
out  of  work.  Tiverton  returns  two  members  to  par- 
liament, and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  twelve  princi- 
pal b  urge  fies,,  and  twelve  inferior,  burgeiTes,  a  recor- 
der, and  town-clerk. 

From  this  town  there  is  little  belonging  to  Devon- 
Jhire  but  what  has  been  fpoken  of,  except  what  lies" 
in  the  road  to  Taunton,  which  we  took  next,  where 
we  meet  with  the  river  Columb,  which  rifes  alfo  in 
the  utmoft  limits  of  the  county  towards  Somerfetjbire, 
and  gives  name  to  fo  many  towns  on  its  banks,  that 
it  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  own  name  being 
right:  Such  are  Columb- David'' 's,  Ufcolumb,  Columb-* 
Jiock,  and  Columbian  ;  the  laft  is  a  market- town,  and 
they  are  all  full  of  manufacturers,  depending  much 
on  the  mafter-manufa£turers  of  Tiverton. 

Before  we  leave  De^jonjbire,  it  will  not  be  amifs 
to  take  notice  of  Lundy  ifland,  which  is  part  of  the 
county,  and,  tho'  50  miles  from  Devonjhire,  north- 
weftward,  is  much  more  remote  from  any  other  con- 
tinent. 'Tis  but  five  miles  long,  and  two  broad  \ 
but  fo  furrounxled  with  inacceffible  rocks,  that  there 
is  but  one  fmall  entrance  into  it,  where  two  men  can 
fcarce  go  abreaft.  Tho'  this  ifland  lies  fo  far  in  the 
fea,  it  has  the  advantage  of  feveral  fprings  of  frefh 
water. 

This  ifland  has  been  lately  purchafed  by  Sir  John 
\Borlafe  Warren,  member  in  parliament  for  Marlow 
in  Bucks,  who  has  built  an  handfome  houfe  for  him- 
ielf,  and  feveral  others  for  h.ufbandmen  and. artificers:; 

and 
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and  it  is  his  purpofe  to  cultivate  and  render  it  both 
populous  and  fruitful. 

The  Soutbams,  which  lie  between  Tor  hay  and  Ex- 
mouthy  are  particularly  famous  for  a  moft  vinous  and 
ftrong-bodied  cyder,  that  fells  on  the  fpot  for  as 
much  as  moft  foreign  wines.  To  the  various  manu- 
factures of  wool,  and  to  the  moft  valuable  manufac- 
tures of  flax,  and  that  of  lace,  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Devon  have  been  long  confpicuous,  they  have 
lately  added  that  of  tapeftry  and  carpets  at  Axminjler^ 
exquifitely  beautiful  in  their  kind  ;  and  tho'  hitherto 
thofe  rich  pieces  of  furniture  are  very  expenfive,  as 
the  beft  manufactures  mult  be  when  ftrft  introduced, 
from  the  difficulty  of  getting  plenty  of  experienced 
workmen,  yet  they  bid  fair,  in  due  time,  for  a  ge- 
neral reception,  which  will  enable  them  to  give  bread 
to  a  multitude  of  people  of  both  fexes,  and  of  all 
ages,  as  well  as  in  various  ways.  Befides  this  and 
their  ntheries,  which  are  confiderable,  and  many 
other  articles,  the  people  of  Devon/hire  have  great 
refources  in  their  mines  of  iron,  tin,  and  lead  3  which 
laft  is  exceedingly  rich  in  filv.er. 

With  the  town  oi' Tiverton  we  leave  the  county  of 
Devon,  and,  entering  Somerfetjhire,  have  a  view  of  a 
different  country  from  Devonjhire :  For  at  Welling*- 
ion.,  the  firft  town  we  came  to  in  Somerfetjhire,  tho' 
partly  employed  in  manufacturing  too,  we  were  im- 
mediately furrcunded  with  beggars,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  we  had  fome  difficulty  to  keep  them  from  under 
our  horfes  heels.  I  was  aftonifhed  at  fuch  a  fight, 
in  a  country  where  the  people  were  fo  generally  full 
of  work  ;  for  in  Cornwall,  where  there  are  hardly 
any  manufactures,  and  abundance  of  poor,.,  we,  never 
found  any  like  this. 

Wellington  is  only  remarkable  for  having  been  the 
place  of  refidence  and  burial  of  the  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
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tice  Popham,    in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and 
King  James  I. 

From  Wellington  we  came  to  Taunt  on,  leaving 
Blackdoixm  hills  on  our  right,  and  Ilminjler  behind 
them  fouthward,  a  market-town,  famed  for  its  very 
good  church,  and  a  ftately  monument  erected  in  it 
to  Nicholas  Wadham,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  founders 
of  Wadham.  college,  Oxon. 

Near  Taunton  lies  that  rich  track  of  ground,  vul- 
garly called  Taunton-Dean  :  This  large,  wealthy, 
and  very  populous  town,  takes  its  name  from  the 
river  Tone,  whereon  it  is  fituated.  One  of  the  chief 
manufacturers  here  told  us,  that  there  was  at  that 
time  fo  good  a  trade  in  the  town,  that  they  had  i  too 
looms  going  for  the  weaving  of  fagathies,  duroys, 
and  fuch  kind  of  fluffs  ;  and  that  not  one  of  thefe 
looms  wanted  work.  He  added,  that  there  was  not 
a  child  in  the  town,  or  in  the  villages  round  it,  of 
above  five  years  old,  but,  if  it  was  not  neglected  by 
its  parents,  and  untaught,  could  earn  its  own  bread. 
This  was  what  I  never  met  with  in  any  other  place 
in  England,  except  at  Colchejler  in  Ejfex.  However, 
I  took  particular  notice,  that  I  fawmore  children  here 
without  fhoes  and  blockings,  than  any  where  elfe  5 
and  particularly  the  turnpike-man  in  theTown-itreet, 
who  was  a  fhoeniaker,  laid  down  his  work,  and  came 
out  to  open  the  gate  with  white  legs  and  feet. 

There  are  two  large  parifh-churches  in  Taunton^ 
and  two  or  three  meeting-houfes,  one  of  which  is 
faid  to  be  the  largeft.  in  the  county.  They  fuffered 
much  in  the  Duke  of  Momnouth's  rebellion,  but  paid 
King  James  home  for  the  cruelty  exercifed  by  Jef- 
feries  among  them  :  For  when  the  Prince  of  Orange 
arrived,  the  whole  town  joined  him,  with  fo  univer- 
fal  a  joy,  that  it  was  thought,  if  he  had  wanted  it, 
he  might  have  raifed  a  little  army  there,  and  in  the 
adjacent  parts  of  the  country. 

This  is  by  far  the  greateft  town  in  all  this  part  of 

the 
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the  country,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder, 
a  juftice  of  the  peace,  two  aldermen,  twenty-four 
capital  burgeffes,  a  town-clerk,  &c.  There  are  alfo 
fix  gentlemen,  juftices  of  the  peace  at  large,  who 
may  act  within  the  borough.  The  mayor  and  alder- 
men are  chofen  yearly  out  of  the  burgefTes. 

About  two  miles  from  Taunton  is  the  feat  of  Co- 
lonel Bamfylde^  whofe  gardens  can  boaft  a  richnefs 
of  fcenery  peculiar  almoft  to  themfelves ;  a  part 
whereof  is  a  water-fall,  efteemed  by  many  almoft 
equal  to  that  of  Tivoli  in  Italy,  fo  much  celebrated 
by  travellers,  and  fo  continually  the  fubjecl:  of  the 
painter's  art. 

From  Taunton  we  went  north,  to  take  a  view  «f 
the  coaft.  Exmore,  of  which  mention  was  mad© 
above,  where  the  river  Ex  rifes,  lies  in  the  way, 
part  of  it  in  this  county,  and  extending  to  the  fea- 
iide  :  It  gives,  indeed,  but  a  melancholy  view,  being 
a  vaft  track  of  barren  and  defolate  land  ;  yet  on  the 
coaft  there  are  fome  very  good  lea-ports. 

Porloc.k,  on  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  county,  has 
but  a  fmall  harbour  ;  nor  has  it  any  thing  of  trade, 
though  heretofore  a  town  of  fome  note. 

But  Minehead,  the  fafeft  harbour  on  this  fide,  is 
a  fine  port  :  No  {hip  is  fo  big,  but  it  may  come  in  ; 
and  no  weather  fo  bad,  but  the  fhips  are  fafe  when 
they  are  in  :  And  they  told  me,  that  in  the  great 
ftorm,  anno  1 703,  when  the  mips  were  blown  on 
more,  wrecked,  and  loft,  in  every  harbour  of  the 
county,  they  fufFered  little  or  no  damage  in  this. 

The  trade  of  this  town  lies  chiefly  with  Ireland, 
and  this  was,  for  many  years,  the  chief  port  in 
thefe  parts,  where  wool  from  Ireland  was  allowed  to 
be  imported  ;  but  that  liberty  is  fince  enlarged  to  fe- 
veral  other  ports,  by  act  of  parliament. 

The  town  returns  two  members  to  parliament.  It 
is  well  built,  full  of  rich  merchants,  and  has  fome 
trade  alfo  to  Virginia ,  and  the  Weft-Indies,     They 
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correfpond  much  with  the  merchants  of  Barnftapk 
and  Briftoly  in  their  foreign  trade.  Mituhead  is  go- 
verned by  two  conftabies,  chofen  yearly,  at  a:  court- 
leet  held  by  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

From  hence  the  cqaft  bears  back  earr.  to  Watchet^  a 
fmall  port  of  late  years,  tho'  formerly  much  more 
considerable  ;  for  it  had  given  place  to  Minebead, 
tho'  now  it  is  in  a  much  better  condition  than  it  ufed 
to  be  in.  It  feems  to  me,  that  the  town  of  Minehead 
rofe  out  of  the  decay  of  the  towns  of  Porlock  and 
IVatchet. 

On  this  coafl:  are  vail  quantities  of  rock,  or  rather 
pebble,  which  the  lea,  at  low  water,  leaves  uncover- 
ed ;  from  whence  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  fetch 
them  on  more,  and  burn  into  lime,  for  drefling  their 
land;  but  it  is  more  efpecially  uieful  in  building; 
as  no  cement  whatfoever  is  more  lading  for  jets 
d'exux,  heads,  piers,  and  other  mafonry,  that  is  to 
lie  under  water;  in  which  pofition  it  runs  to  a  ftone 
as  hard  as  marble..  The  cliffs  are  ftored  with  alabaf- 
ter,  which,  by  the  wafh  of  the  fea,  falls  down,  and 
is  conveyed  from  hence  to  Briftol^  and  other  places 
on  this  more,  in  great  plenty.  Neither  mould  it  be 
omitted,  that  the  inhabitants  burn  great  quantities 
of  fea-weed,   to  fupply  the  glafs-makers  at  BriJloL 

Walking  on  the  beach  near  Watchei^  I  difcovered 
among  the  large  gravel  great  numbers  of  ftones,  fluted 
in  imitation  of  the  fhells  of  nines  of  all  kinds.  Many 
of  the  flat  kind  are  double,  and  curioufiy  tailed  one 
in  another,  which  may,  by  a  violent  ilroke,  be  fepa- 
rated  :  Some  I  have  feen  as  broad  as  a  pewter-difli, 
and  again  others  no  bigger  than  a  pepper-corn  ;  but 
in  all  of  them  the  flutings  are  regular ;  fome  like  the 
efcalop,  in  rays  from  a  centre  ;  others  like  the  peri- 
winkle, in  fpiral  lines  :  In  thefer  and  all  other  formsf 
they  lie  here  in  great  plenty. 

ghiantock.  is  an  high  down  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
from  whence,  befides  the  two  little  iflands  called*  the 
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Steep  Holms  and  the  Flat  Holms,  and  an  extenfive 
view  of  the  channel,  I  had  a  fine  diftincl:  profpect  of 
the  Weljh  coaft,  for  many  leagues  in  length. 

From  hence  the  winding  more  brings  us  to  Bridge 
water :  This  is  an  ancient  and  very  confiderable  town 
and  port.  It  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Par- 
rot, or  Perrot,  which  comes  from  the  fouth,  after 
having  received  the  river  Tone  from  the  weft,  which 
is  made  navigable  up  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Taunton 
by  a  very  fine  new  channel,  cut  at  the  expence  of  the 
people  of  Taunton,  and  which,  by  the  navigation  of 
it,  is  infinitely  advantageous  to  that  town,  and  well 
worth  all  their  expence  ;  firft,  by  bringing  up  coals, 
which  are  brought  from  Swanfey  in  Wales  by  fea  to 
Bridgwater,  and  thence  by  barges  up  this  river  to 
Taunton  ;  next,  for  bringing  all  heavy  goods  and 
merchandizes  from  Brijlol  -9  fuch  as  iron,  lead,  oiIs 
wine,  hemp,  flax,  pitch,  tar,  grocery,  dye- {tuff? , 
and  the  like. 

This  town  of  Bridgwater  fends  two  members  to 
parliament.  It  is  a  populous,  trading  town,  well 
built,  and  as  well  inhabited  ;  having  many  families 
of  good  fafhion  dwelling  in  it,  befides  merchants. 
The  famous  Admiral  Blake,  who  under  the  common- 
wealth fo  much  exalted  the  glory  of  the  Englifi  mari- 
time force,  was  a  native  of  this  town.  It  is  governed 
by  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  aldermen,  who  are  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  twenty-four  common-council 
men.  There  is  alfo  a  town-clerk,  a  clerk  of  the  mar- 
ket, a  water-bailiff,  and  two  ferjeants  at  mace.  Out 
of  the  common-council  men  are  annually  chofen  two 
bailiffs,  who  are  inverted  with  a  power  equal  to  that 
of  fheriff,  as  the  fheriffs  of  the  county  cannot  fend 
any  procefs  into  the  borough.  The  revenues  of  the 
corporation  are  valued  at  ioco/.  a  year,  and  its  free- 
men are  free  of  all  the  ports  of  England  and  Ireland, 
except  London  and  Dublin, 

This  town  was  regularly  fortified  in  the  late  civil 
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wars,  and  fuftained  more  than  one  fiege.  The  folia- 
tion of  it  renders  it  eafy  to  be  fortified,  the  river  and 
haven  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  circumference. 
Over  the  river  they  have  a  very  good  bridge  of  ftone ; 
and  the  tide  rifes  here,  at  high-water,  near  fix  fa- 
thoms, and  fometimes  flows  in  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that,  it  comes  two  fathoms  deep  at  a  time  ;  and  when 
it  does  fo,  unawares,  it  often  occafions  great  damage 
to  fhips,  driving  them  foul  of  one  another,  and  fre- 
quently overfets  them.  This  fudden  rage  of  the  tide 
is  called  the  Boar,  and  is  frequent  in  all  the  rivers  of 
this  channel,  efpecially  in  the  Severn :  'Tis  alfo  known 
in  the  north,  particularly  in  the  Trent  and  the  Oufe*> 
at  their  entrance  into  the  Humber,  at  Brijhl,  and  in 
feverai  other  places. 

There  is  in  Bridgwater,  befides  a  very  large  church, 
a  fine  meeting-houfe,  in  which  it  is  remarkable,  that 
they  have  an  advanced  feat  for  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men, when  any  of  the  magistrates  fhall  be  of  their 
communion,  as  fometimes  has  happened. 

About  fix  miles  from  this  place  is  Enmore  Caftle, 
the  feat  of  Lord  Egmont,  and  built  by  the  father  of 
the  prefent  nobleman,  in  the  form  of  the  old  caftles  ; 
which,  amid  the  rivalfhips,  animofities,  and  dangers 
of  the  feudal  times,  were  the  habitation  of  every 
potent  baron.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  moat,  approach- 
ed by  a  Draw-bridge,  and  pofiefles  the  minuteft  part 
©f  that  fpecies  of  fortification  which  was  impregnable 
before  the  art  of  making  powder  and  the  ufe  of  ar- 
tillery were  known.  On  this  account  it  deferves  the 
attention,  and  will  reward  the  curiofity  of  the  inqui- 
iitive  traveller. 

From  Bridgwater  is  a  road  to  Briftol,  which  they 
call  the  Lower-way  ;  the  Upper-way,  which  is  the 
more  frequented  road,  being  over  Mendip  hills.  This 
lower-way  is  not  always  paftable,  being  fubjecl:  to 
floods  and  dangerous  inundations.  All  this  part  of 
the  country,  viz*  between  Bridgwater  and  the  fea, 

and 
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and  on  northward  upon  the  coaft,  lies  low,  and  is 
wholly  employed  in  feeding  of  black  cattle,  which 
they  bring  out  of  the  weft  part  of  Devon,  and  the 
neighbouring  borders  of  Cornwall,  where  the  iineft 
are  bred  :  for  as  to  thofe  few  bred  in  thefe  low  lands, 
they  are  very  heavy,  fluggifh,  and  unfhapely  ;  and 
the  beef  foft  and  fpongy,  fuch  as  they  feldom  or 
never  drive  to  London  markets.  Indeed,  they  breed 
a  great  many  colts  ;  but  then  they  too  muft  be  trans- 
planted very  young,  into  a  dry,  healthy  foil  ;  for  it 
is  very  difficult  to  find  an  horfe  of  their  own  breed 
fit  for  any  thing  but  a  drudge.  The  moors,  or  marfli- 
grounds,  which  are  alio  employed  in  the  fame  way, 
extend  themfelves  up  the  rivers  Perrot  and  Ivil,  int« 
the  heart  of  the  county  ;  of  which  in  its  place. 

Brent  Knowle  is  a  riling  hill  in  the  flat  country, 
the  midway  between  Bridgtvater  and  Axbridge ;  com- 
mands a  profpect  over  the  mouth  of  the  Severn,  and 
the  county  of  Monmouth,  into  Glamorganjhire,  weft ; 
over  Mendip-hiWs,  and  beyond  them,  north  ;  a  full 
profpeel:  of  Wells  and  Glaflonbury,  and  far  beyond 
them,  eaft ;  and  Bridgwater  and  Hants  towards  the 
fouth. 

-  This  low  part,  between  Bridgwater  and  Briftol^ 
fufrered  exceedingly  in  that  terrible  inundation  of  the 
fea,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  great  ftorm,  anno 
1703,  and  the  country^people  have  fet  up  marks  upon 
their  houfes  and  trees,  with  this  note, upon  them, 
Thus  high  the  waters  came  in  the  great  ftorm  ;  Thus  far 
the  great  tide  flowed  up  in  the  lafl  violent  tempefl ;  and 
the  like. 

■  In  one  place  they  (hewed  us  where  a  (hip  was 
driven  upon  the  fn ore,  feveral  hundred  yards  from  the 
ordinary  high-water  mark,  and  left  upon  dry  land.  ■ 

As  the  low  part  is  thus  occupied  in  grazing  and 
feeding  cattle,  fo  all  the  reft  of  this  large  extended 
county  is  employed  in  the  woollen  manufacture,  and 
in  the  beft  and  mod  profitable  part  of  it, 
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They  export  vaft  quantities  of  their  cloths  to  all 
parts  of  Europe ,  and  it  is  fo  very  conftderable  a 
trade,  and  of  fo  vaft  an  advantage  to  England^  in 
maintaining  and  fupporting  fo  many  poor  families, 
and  making  fo  many  rich  ones,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
pomble  to  give  a  juft  defcription  of  it.  But  I  mall 
add  a  little  more  concerning  this  county ;  and  upon 
my  entering  into  the  north-weft  and  weft  parts  of 
Wilt/hire,  where  the  centre  of  this  prodigy  of  a  trade 
is,  I  fhall  fum  it  all  up  together,  and  fhew  you  the 
extent  of  land  which  it  fpreads  itfelf  upon  ;  and  then 
give  you  fome  idea,  as  well  of  the  vaft  numbers  of 
people  who  are  fuftained,  as  of  thofe  who  are  enriched 
by  it. 

But  I  muft  firft  go  back  a  little  while  into  Somer- 
fetjhire  :  The  northern  part  of  the  county  I  did  not 
viiit  in  this  journey,  which,  as  I  hinted  before,  is 
only  a  return  from  my  long  travel  to  the  Land's-end; 
In  omitting  this  part,  I,  of  courfe,  leave  the  two 
cities  of  Briftol  and  Batby  and  that  high  part  of  the 
county  called  Mendip-hilly  to  my  next  weftern  jour- 
ney, which  will  include  all  the  counties  due  weft 
from  London:  for  thefe  now  fpoken  of,  tho'  ordi- 
narily called  the  weft  country,  are  rather  fouth-weft 
than  weft. 

In  that  part  of  the  country  which  lies  fouthward 
of  Taunton  and  Bridgwater,  is  Langport,  a  well  fre- 
quented market-town,  on  the  river  Parr,  which  is 
navigable  for  barges  to  Briftol,  and  occafions  a  good 
trade  here.  Eels  are  exceeding  cheap  and  plentiful 
here. 

South  Petherton  is  a  market-town  on  the  fame  river, 
famous,  of  old,  for  the  palace  of  King  Ina,  but  now 
of  no  other  note  than  for  an  annual  fair,  which  lafts 
five  days,  in  'June. 

Jvelchejier  is  an  ancient  borough-town,  governed  by 
two  bailiffs  and  twelve  burgeffes,  who  are  lords  of  the 
manor,  and,  as  its  ruins  ihew,  was  formerly  very 

large  * 
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large;  and  encompafFed  with  a  double  wall,  and  had 
four  churches.  It  has  now  a  good  bridge  over  the 
Ivel,  and  fends  tv/o  members  to  parliament. 

Somerton  is  a  good  market-town,  governed  by  a- 
bailiff  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  fome  fay,  the 
county  takes  its  name  from  it.  It  was  anciently  very 
noted,  and  had  a  flrong  caftle,  in  which  John  King 
of  France  was  prifoner.  Here  is  a  fair  which  is  held 
between  Palm-Sunday  and  the  middle  of  June. 

Not  far  from  this  place  is  Pynfent,  the  feat  of  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  and  bequeathed  to 'him  by  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Pynfent,  Baronet,  without  any  perfonal  knowledge 
of  the  noble  Lord,  but  as  a  reward  for  the  fervices 
he  had  done  his  country.  It  is  a  very  handfome  houfe, 
and  in  a  very  noble  fituation.  The  place  has  receiv- 
ed very  great  improvements  from  its  prefentpofteflbr, 
who,  among  other  things,  has  erected  a  column  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Baronet,  which  not  only  adds 
to  the  beauty  of  Pynfent,  but  forms  a  noble  object  for 
all  the  adjacent  country  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Milbourn  lies  on  the  edge  of  Dorfetjhire  :  It  is  very 
ancient,  and  returns  two  members  to  parliament.  It 
is  governed  by  nine  capital  bailiffs ;  the  houfes  are 
detached  from  one  another  in  an  irregular  manner. 

Camalet  is  a  noted  place,  fituated   on  the  higheft 

ground  in  this  county,  on  the  edge  of  Dorfetjhire : 

Its  vulgar  name  is  Cadbury-cajlle,  from  the  village  of 

■North  Cadbury,  wherein  it  ftands.     Hereabouts  rife 

1  the  rivers  of  Somerfetjlrire,  which  run  into  the  Severn 

Jfea  weftward  ;  and  that  in  Dorfet,  which  goes  eaft- 

jward,  thro'  Sturminfler,  into  the  fouthern  ocean.     It 

is  a  noble  fortification  of  the  Romans.     The  profpecl: 

lis  woody,  and  very  pleafant;  here-and~there  lofty  and 

jfteep  hillocks.     Roman  coins,  in  great  plenty,  have 

jbeen  found  here,  and  in  all  the  country  round.     The 

I  entrance  is  guarded  with  fix  or  feven  ditches.     On 

[the  north  fide,  in  the  fourth  ditch,  is  a  never-failing 

Q?ring>  called  King  Arthur's  Well,  over  it  they  have 

dug 
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dug  up  fquare  Hones,  door-jambs  with  hinges,  and 
fay  there  are  fubterraneous  vaults  thereabouts.  The 
church  and  tower  of  Cadbury  is  fmall,  but  neatly 
built  of  ftone. 

At  Wincaunton,  an  urn  was  lately  found  full  of 
Roman  money  :  Half  a  peck  of  the  fame  coin  was, 
difcovered  in  enclofing  ground,,  towards  Beacon-aJhr 
a  little  above  Sutton ;  as  alfo  Pater  as,  2.  knife,  and 
other  antiquities,  now  in  Lord  Winchelfea's  cuftody  ;, 
and  at  Long-Leat,  in  Lord  Weymouth's  library,  is  a 
piece  of  lead  weighing  50  pounds,  one  foot  nine 
inches  long,  two  inches  thick,  and  three  and  an  half 
broad,  which  was  found  in  Lord  Fitzharding's  grounds 
near  Bruton  in  Somerfetjhire,  in  digging  a  hole  to  fet 
a  gate-pcft  in,  with  an  inscription  upon  it,  which 
may  be  feen  in  Horfeley  ;  and  feems  to  fhew,  that  the 
lead  was  worked  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  and 
ilamped  with  his  name.  Others  of  the  fame  fort, 
but  with  different  emperors  names,  have  been  found 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  road  from  hence  to  Glaftonbury  is  over  rocks, 
and  heads  of  rivers ;  but  that  is  alleviated  by  the 
many  natural  curiofities  fuch  places  afford. 

Kyneton  village,  for  half  a  mile  together,  is  natu- 
rally paved  with  one  fmooth  broad  rock,  the  whole ' 
length  of  the  road ;  fo  that  it  looks  like  ice. 

Grofling  the  FoJJe  road  at  Lyteford,  you  enter  a  flat 
moorifh  country,  full  of  artificial  cuts  and  drains. 
The  afcent  to  the  Torr,  which  overhangs  the  town 
of  Glajionbury,  is  very  difficult.  Upon  a  narrow  creft 
of  the  Torr,  which  is  much  the  higheft,  the  abbot 
built  a  church  to  St.  Michael,  of  good  fquare  ftone. 
The  tower  is  left,  tho'  ruinous,  and  is  an  excellent 
fea-mark.  It  probably  coft  more  to  raife  the  ftone  to 
this  height,  than  to  erect  the  building.  Half-way 
lip  is  a  fpring  :  it  is  certainly  higher  than  any  ground 
within  ten  miles  of  the  place.     In  the  times  of  fu- 
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perflation  this  great  monaftery  held  the  firft  place  for 
reputation  of  fan£r.ity. 

The  abbot's  lodging  was  a  fine  ftone  building  ; 
but  could  not  content  its  late  tenant,  who  pulled  it 
down,  and  out  of  it  built  a  new  houfe,  abfurdly 
fetting  up  the  arms  and  cognizances  of  the .  great 
Saxon  kings  and  princes,  who  were  founders,  and  of 
the  abbots,  over  his  own  doors  and  windows.  No- 
thing is  left  entire  but  the  kitchen,  a  judicious  piece 
of  architecture. 

The  church  was  large  and  magnificent;  the  walls 
of  the  choir  are  (landing,  25  fathoms  long,  and  12 
broad  :  There  is  one  jamb,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
high  altar,  left.  Hereabouts  were  buried  King  Ed- 
gar,  and  many  of  the  Saxon  monarchs, 

Two  pillars  of  the  great  middle  tower  are  left,  next 
the  choir.  On  the  north  fide  is  St.  Mary's  chapei, 
as  they  told  me ;  the  roof  beat  down  by  violence, 
and  a  mean  wooden  one  in  its  place,  thatched  with 
ftubble,  to  make  it  ferve  as  a  ftable  :  The  manger 
lies  upon  the  altar  and  nich,  where  they  put  the  holy 
water  j  St.  Edgar  s  chapel  is  oppofite  to  it ;  but  there 
is  not  much  left  of  it  befides  the  foundations.  The 
prefent  work  is  44  paces  long,  and  36  wide  without : 
moft  part  of  the  roof  is  wanting.  Two  little  turrets 
are  at  the  corners  of  the  weft  end,  and  two  more  at 
the  interval  of  four  windows  from  thence  ;  which 
feem  to  indicate  the  fpace  of  ground  the  firfl:  chapel 
was  built  on  :  The  reft,  between  it  and  the  church, 
was  a  kind  of  anti-chapel.  Underneath  was  a  vault, 
now  full  of  water,  the  floor  of  the  chapel  being  beaten 
down  into  it  :  it  was  wrought  with  good  ftones. 

Here  was  a  capacious  receptacle  of  the  dead.  They 
have  taken  up  many  leaden  coffins,  and  melted  them 
into  ciflerns. 

The  roof  of  the  chapel  was  finely  arched  with  rib- 
work  of  ftones  :  The  fides  of  the  walls  are  full  of 
fmall  pillars  of  Suffix  marble,  as  likewife  the  whole 

Vol.  II.  C  church : 
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church  ,  which  was  an  ufual  way  of  ornamenting  in 
thofe  times  :  they  are  moftly  beaten  down.  Betv/een 
them  the  walls  are  painted  with  pictures  of  faints, 
ftill  vifible.  All  the  walls  are  overgrown  with  ivy, 
which  is  the  only  thing  in  a  flourifhing  condition  ; 
every  thing  eife  prefenting  a  moft  melancholy,  tho' 
venerable  afpect.  On  the  fouth-fide  of  the  cloifters 
was  the  great  hall. 

The  townfmen  bought  the  ftones  of  the  vaults  un- 
derneath to  build  a  forry  market-houfe  ;  not  difcern- 
ing  the  benefit  accruing  to  the  town  from  the  great 
concourfe  of  ftrangers  purpofely  to  fee  this  abbey, 
which  is  now  its  greateft  trade,  as  formerly  its  only 
fupport  :  for  it  is  in  a  decaying  condition,  as  wholly 
cut  off  from  the  large  revenues  fpent  among  them. 

There  are  many  other  foundations  of  the  buildings 
left  in  the  great  area ;  but,  in  the  prefent  hands,  will 
foon  be  rooted  up,  and  the  very  footfteps  of  them  ef- 
faced, which  fo  many  ages  had  been  erecting. 

The  abbot's  hall,  I  have  been  told,  was  curiouily 
wainfcoted  with  oak,  and  painted  with  coats  of  arms 
in  every  pannel.  The  mortar  of  thefe  buildings  is 
very  good,  and  great  rocks  of  the  roof  of  the  church 
lie  upon  the  ground  j  chiefly  confifting  of  rubble- 
fione  untouched  by  the  fanatical  deftroyers,  who 
chiefly  work  on  the  hewn  ftone  of  the  outfide,  till  a 
whole  wall  fall,  when  undermined  a  little. 

In  the  town  are  two  churches ;  the  upper  an 
handfome  fabric,  with  a -fine  tower  of  good  defign, 
adorned  with  figures  in  niches.  The  George  inn  is 
an  old  Hone  building,  called  The  Abbot's  inn,  where 
chiefly  the  pilgrims  were  lodged,  who  came  ftrolling 
hither,  and  idling  their  time  away  for  fan&ity.  A 
coat  of  arms,  of  the  kings  of  England,  fupported 
by  a  lion  and  a  bull,  is  over  the  gate,  with  many 
croffes.  There  was  a  bed  of  large  timber,  with 
imbofs'd  gilt  pannels,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
the  abbot's. 

Four 
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Four  miles  from  Glaftonbury  lies  the  little  city  of 
Wells,  where  is  one  of  the  neateft  cathedrals  in  Eng- 
land; particularly  the  weft  front  of  it,  which  is  a 
complete  draught  of  ancient  imagery.  It  was  built 
{on  the  fite  of  the  old  one  founded  by  King  Ina)  by 
Robert  de  Lewes  and  Jofeline  de  Welles.  A  few  years 
ago,  (in  repairing  the  choir)  were  found  feveral  coins 
concealed  behind  the  altar. 

The  clofe  where  the  bifhop's  palace  is,  is  very 
properly  called  fo  ;  for  it  is  walled  in,  and  locked  up 
like  a  little  fortification  ;  it  has  a  moat  round  it,  and 
looks  low,  damp,  and  dull.  The  dignified  clergy 
live  in  the  infide  of  it,  and  the  prebendaries  and  ca- 
nons have  very  agreeable  dwellings.  Here  are  no  lefs 
than  27  prebendaries,  and  19  canons,  befides  a  dean, 
a  chancellor,  a  precentor  and  three  archdeacons  5  a 
number  which  very  few  cathedrals  in  England  have 
befides.  Bifhop  Thomas  de  Bekyngton,  who  fat  here 
in  1443,  built  the  beautiful  palace-gate,  and  twelve 
ftately  ftone  houfes.  Bifhop  Knight,  and  Dean  Wool- 
man,  made  the  fine  arched  fabric  in  the  market-place, 
now  called  The  Crofs. 

The  county  is  the  diocefe,  which  was  inftituted 
in  909,  by  King  Edward  the  Elder,  and  contains 
388  parifbes  ;  and  the  archdeaconries  are  of  Wells, 
Bath,  and  Taunton. 

The  city  lies  juft  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  cal- 
led Mendip-hills,  and  is  built  on  a  ftony  foundation. 
It  was,  at  the  requeft  of  Bifhop  Welles  before  men- 
tioned, made  a  free  borough  by  King  Henry  II.  which 
was  confirmed  by  King  John,  who  granted  it  other 
privileges,  which  Queen  Elizabeth  ratified,  and  ap- 
pointed that  it  mould  be  governed  by  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, feven  aldermen,  and  fixteen  common-council 
men.     The  market-days  are  Wednefday  and  Saturday. 

I  The  city  fends  two  members  to  parliament. 
Near  this  city,  and  juft  under  the  hills,  is  the  fa- 
mous Wokey-Hole,    the  chief  curiofity  of  which  is 
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frequently  found  in  all  fuch  fubterraneous  caverns, 
that  the  water,  dropping  from  the  roof  of  the  vault, 
petrefies,  and  hangs  in  long  pieces  like  icicles,  as  if 
it  would,  in  time,  turn  into  a  column  to  fupport  the 
arch. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  Sedgmore,  a  watry  fplafhy 
place,  famous  for  the  defeat  of  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

In  the  low  country,  on  the  other  fide  Mendip-hills9 
lies  Chedder^  a  village  pleafantly  fituated  under  the 
very  ridge  of  the  mountains  :  Before  the  village  is  a 
large  green  or  common,  on  which  all  the  cows  be- 
longing to  the  town  feed  ;  the  ground  is  exceeding 
rich,  and,  as  the  inhabitants  are  cow- keepers,  they 
take  care  to  maintain  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  by 
agreeing  to  lay  large  quantities  of  dung,  for  manuring 
and  enriching  the  land. 

Several  perfons  frequently  here  mix  their  milk  to- 
gether, which  often  weighs  an  hundred  weight,  fome- 
times  more.  In  1770,  the  bell  cheefe  was  fold  here 
for  7  d.  per  pound  ;  but  fince  that  time,  this  com- 
modity, like  all  others,  has  advanced  in  price. 

Here  is  a  deep  frightful  chafm  in  the  mountain,  in 
the  hollow  of  which  the  road  goes  towards  Brlftol^ 
and  out  of  the  fame  hollow  fprings    a  little  ftream, 
which  is  fo  rapid,  that  it  is  faid  to  drive  twelve  mills, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fpring ;  but  it  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  fetch   fome  winding  reaches   in  the 
way,  otherwife  there  would  not  be  room  for  twelve 
mills  to  ftand,  and  have  a  fufficient  head  of  water  to 
each,  within  (o  fmall  a  fpace  of  ground.    The  water  1 
of  this  fpring  grows  quickly  into  a  river,  which  runs  , 
down  into  the  marines,  and  joins  another  little  river  j 
called  Jxe?  about  Axbridge,  and  thence  into  the  Brif- 
,tol  channel,  or  Severn  fea. 

I  muft  now  turn  eaft,  and  fouth-eaft ;  for  I  re- j 
folved  not  to  go  up  the  hills  of  Mendip  at  all,  this 
k>urney,  leaving  that  part  to  another  tour. 

I  come  1 
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I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  county  which  joins 
to  Wiltjh'ire^  which  I  referved,  in  particular,  to  this 
place,  in  order  to  give  fome  account  of  the  broad- 
cloth manufacture,  which  I  feveral  times  mentioned 
before,  and  which  is  carried  on  here,  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, as  to  deferve  a  place  in  all  the  defcriptions  or 
hiftories  which  fhall  be  given  of  this  country. 

As  the  eaft  and  fouth  parts  of  WiltjJAre  are  all 
hilly,  fpreading  themfelves  far  and  wide  in  plains, 
and  grafly  downs,  for  breeding  and  feeding  vail  flocks 
of  fheep  j  and  as  the  weft  and  north  parts  of  Somerfet* 
Jhire  are,  on  the  contrary,  low  and  marfhy,  or  moor- 
i/h,  for  feeding  and  breeding  of  black  cattle  and 
Horfes,  or  for  lead  mines,  &c.  fo  all  the  fouth- weft 
part  of  Wiltjhire9  and  the  eaft  part  of  Somerfetjhire^ 
are  low  and  flat,  being  a  rich,  enclofed  country,  full 
of  rivers  and  towns,  and  infinitely  populous  ;  info- 
much  that  fome  of  the  market-towns  are  equal  to  ci- 
ties in  bignefs,  and  fuperior  to  many  of  them  in  num- 
bers of  people. 

This  low  flat  country  contains  part  of  the  three 
counties  of  Somerfet,  JVilts,  and  Gloucejier ;  and  that 
the  extent  of  it  may  be  the  eafier  underftood  by  thofe 
who  know  any  thing  of  the  fituation  of  the  country, 
it  reaches  from  Cirencejler  in  the  north,  to  $hireborri% 
on  the  edge  of  Dorfetjhire,  fouth  ;  and  from  the  De- 
vizes eaft,  to  Briftol  weft ;  which  may  take  in  about 
50  miles  in  length,  where  longeff,  and  20  in  breadth, 
where  narrowest. 

In  this  extent  of  country,  we  have  the  following 
market-towns,  which  are  principally  employed  in  the 
clothing  trade,  that  is  to  fay,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
I  am  nowfpeaking  of;  namely,  fine  medley  or  mixed 
cloths,  fuch  as  are  ufually  worn  in  England  by  the 
better  fort  of  people,  and  alfo  exported  in  great  quan- 
tities to  Holland^  Hamburgh ,  Szveden,  Denmark,  Spain, 
Italy  y  &c.  The  principal  clothing  towns,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  are  thefe  : 

C  3  In 
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In  Somersetshire.  Frome,  Pensford,  Philips- 
Norton,  Brut  on,  Shepton-  Mallet,  Caftle-Carey,  and 
}Vincaunton. 

In  Wiltshire.  Malmjbury,  Cajllecomb,  Chippen- 
ham, Cain,  Devizes,  Bradford,  Trowbridge,  JVeJl- 
hury,  Warminjler,  and  Mere. 

In  Dorsetshire.  Gillingham,  Shaftefiury,  Be* 
mijler,  Bere,   Sturminfier,  and  Shireborn. 

In  Gloucestershire.-  Cirencejfer,  ■  Tetbury^ 
Marjhfield,  Mincing- Hampton,  and  Fairford. 

Thefe  towns,  as  they  Hand  thin,  and  at  confide- 
rable  diftances  from  one  another  (for,  except  the  two 
towns  of  Bradford  and  Trowbridge,  the  others  ftand 
at  an  unufual  diftance)  are  interfperfed  with  a  very- 
great  number  of  villages,  hamlets,  and  fcattered 
houfes  ;  in  which,  generally  fpeaking,  the  fpinning 
work  of  all  this  manufacture  is  performed  by  the 
poor  people;  the  mafter- clothiers,  who  generally 
live  in  the  greater  towns,  fending  out  the  wool 
weekly  to  their  houfes,  by  their  fervants  and  horfe-  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  bringing  back  the  yarn  that 
they  have  fpun  and  finifhed,  which  then  is  fitted  for 
the  loom. 

Its  trade  is  wholly  clothing,  and  the  cloths  they 
make  are,  generally  fpeaking,  all  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don, where  Blackw  ell-hall  is  their  market. 

The  Devizes,  a  borough-town,  is  a  large  and  im- 
portant town,  and  full  of  wealthy  clothiers  ;  but 
fome  years  ago  it  run  pretty  much  into  the  drugget- 
making  trade;  a  bufinefs,  which  made  fome  invafion 
upon  that  of  the  broad-cloth  ;  great  quantities  of 
druggets  being  worn  in,  as  well  as  exported  from 
England,  inftead  of  broad-cloth  ;  but  not  fo  much 
now  as  they  ufed  to  be  :  And  this  was  much  the 
fame,  as  to  the  trade  ;  for  as  it  was  all  a  woollen 
manufacture,  and  the  druggets  might  properly  be 
called  cloth,  tho'  narrow,  and  of  a  different  make, 
•  fo 
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fo  the  makers  are   all  called  clothiers.     This  town 
fends  two  members  to  parliament. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  what  may 
efcape  the  notice  of  the  traveller,  as  there  is  little  in 
this  town  to  attract  it,  which  is  an  extraordinary 
event  that  happened  in  the  market-place  but  a  few 
years  ago,  and  was  ordered  by  the  corporation  to  be 
recorded  by  aninfcription  on  the  very  fpot  where  this 
extraordinary  circumftance  happened.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows :  A  woman,  having  purchafed  fome  commodi- 
ties in  the  market,  on  the  money  being  demanded, 
uttered  a  wifh,  that  God  would  Jlrike  her  dead  that 
moment^  if  /he  had  not  paid  it ;  which  fhe  had  no 
fooner  uttered,  than  fhe  fell  dead  on  the  fpot,  and 
the  money  was  found  in  her  clenched  hand. 

The  river  Avon,'  a  noble  and  large  frelh  river, 
branching  itfelf  into  many  parts,  and  receiving  al- 
mofl  all  the  rivers  on  that  fide  of  the  hills,  waters 
this  whole  fruitful  vale  :  And  the  water  of  this  river 
feems  particularly  qualified  for  dying  the  beft  co- 
lours, and  for  fulling  and  dreiSng  the  cloth ;  fothat 
the  clothiers  generally  plant  themfelves  upon  this  ri- 
ver, but  efpeeially  the  dyers  ;  as  at  Trowbridge  and 
Bradford,  which  are  the  two  moft  eminent  clothing 
towns  in  that  part  of  the  vale  for  the  making  fine 
Spanijh  cloths,  and  for  the  niceft  mixtures. 

From  thefe  towns,  fouth  to  Wefibury  and  War- 
minfter,  the  fame  trade  continues,  and  the  fineft  med- 
ley Spanijh  cloths  are  made  in  this  part. 

Notwithstanding  the  whole  country  is  thus  bufied 
in  the  broad-cloth  manufacture,  I  muff  not  omit  to 
mention,  that  here  is  a  very  great  application  to  ano- 
ther branch  or  two  of  trade  ;  viz.  the  fupplying  the 
city  of  London  with  provifions  :  tho'  it  is  true,  that 
the  general  employment  of  the  people  in  all  this 
county  is  in  the  woollen  manufacture  ;  yet,  as  the 
fpinning  is  generally  the  work  of  the  women  and 
children,  and  the  land  is  here  exceeding  rich  and  fer- 
C  4  tile; 
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tile  ;  fo  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  butthathere'  are  farm- 
ers in  great  numbers,  whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  culti- 
vate the  land  and  fupply  the  reft  of -the  inhabitants 
with  provifions  ;  and  this  they  do  fo  well,  that  not- 
withstanding the  county  is  exceeding  populous,  yet 
proviiions  of  all  forts  are  cheap,  the  quantity  very 
great,  and  a  confiderable  overplus  fent  every  day  to 
Londm. 

All  the  lower  part  of  this  county,  and  alfo  of  Glou- 
ceJiarjJnre  adjoining,  is  full  of  large  feeding  farms, 
wfiich  we  call  dairies;  and  the  cheefe  they  make  is 
excellent,  and  is  eaten  newer  than  that  from  Chejhire,- 
Of  this  a  vaft  quantity  is  every  week  fent  up  to  Lon- 
don, where,  tho'  it  is  called  Gloucejlerjhire  cheefe,  yet 
the  greaterl  part  of  it  comes  from  Wiltjhire\  the  Gku- 
cefcerfloire  cheefe  being  more  generally  carried  to  Brlftol 
and  Bath,  where  a  very  great  quantity  is  confumed 
as  v/ell  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  two  populous  ci- 
ties, as  in  exportation  to  our  Weft-India  colonies,  and 
other  places  ;  whereas  this  Wiltjhire  cheefe  is  carried: 
to  the  river  of  Thames,  which  runs  through  part  of 
the  county,  by  land-carriage,  and  fo  by  barges  to 
London* 

Again,  in  the  fpringof  the  year,  they  make  a  van: 
quantity  of  that  we  call  green  or  new  cheefe,  which 
is  a  thin  and  very  foft  cheefe,  refembling  cream 
cheefes,  but  fomewhat  thicker  :  thefe  are  fo  gene- 
rally liked  in  London,  that  all  'the  low  rich  lands  in 
this  county  are  hardly  enough  to  fupply  the  market  : 
but  then  this  holds  for  little  more  than  the  two  firft 
fummer  months  of  the  year. 

Befides  this,  the  farmers  in  Wiltjhire,  and  the  part 
of  Gloucejlerfoire  adjoining,  fend  great  quantities  of 
bacon  up  to  London,  which  is  efteemed  thebeft  bacon 
in  England,  Hampjhire  only  excepted.  This  bacon 
is  railed  here,  by  their  great  dairies,  as  the  hogs  are 
fed  with  the  vaft  quantities  of  whey,  and  nkimmed 
milk,  which  the  farmers  mult  otherwife  have  thrown 
away.  But 
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But  this  is  not  all  :  for  as  the  north  part  of  Wilt" 
Jhire,  as  well  the  downs  as  the  vales,  border  upon 
the  river  Tha?nes,  and  in  fome  places  come  up  even 
to  the  banks  of  it  ;  fo  moft  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
ty being  arable  land,  they  fow  a  very  great  quantity 
of  barley,  which  is  carried  to  the  markets  at  Abing- 
don,  Farringdon,  and  fuch  places  ;x  where  it  is  made 
into  malt,  and  carried  to  London,  ,  This  employs  all 
the  hill  country  from  above  Malmfbury  to  Marlborough, 
and  on  the  fide  of  the  Vale  of  White- horfe,  as  it  is  called, 
which  is  in  Berkjhire,  and  the  hills  adjoining  ;  a  track 
of  fertile  ground,  which  furnifhes  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  barley. 

Thus  Wiltjhire  helps  to  fupply  London vvlth  cheefe, 
bacon,  and  malt,  three  very  confiderable  articles, 
befides  that  vaft  manufacture  of  fine  Spanijh  cloths, 
of  which  I  have  faid  fo  much;  and  I  may,  without 
partiality,  fay,  that  -it  is  thereby  rendered  one  of  the 
mofl:  important  counties  in  England  to  the  public 
wealth  of  the  kingdom.  The  bare  product  is  in 
itfelf  prodigiouily  great  ;  the  downs  are  an  inex- 
haufted  itorehoufe  of  wool,  and  of  corn;  and  the 
valley,  or  low  part  of  it,  is  the  like  for  cheefe  and 
bacon.. 

1  have  not  mentioned  the  clothing  towns  other 
than  as  they  contribute  to  that  trade  ;  I  fhall  now 
proceed  to  fay  fomething  of  the  towns  themfeives, 
except  thofe  in  Gloucefterjhire,  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak 
in  my  next  letter,  as  I  fall  down  weflward. 

Shepton- Mallet ,  Cajlle-Carey,  Wincaunton,  and  Bru- 
ton,  lie  to  the  fouthward  of  Wells,  and  have  nothing 
remarkable  in  them,  except  the  laft,  which  lies  on  the 
river  Brews*  It  has  a  fine  church,  a  good  free- 
fchool,  a  ftately  alms-houfe,  and  the  ruins  of  a  pri- 
ory ;  and,  befide  the  clothing  trade,  is  famous  for 
ftockings. 

Frome  and  Philips-Norton  lie  in  the  eaft  part  of  So- 
C  5  merfetjlnre^ 
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merfetjhire,  upon  the  borders  of  Wilts  ;  the  firft  is  near 
the  foreft  of  Selwood,  and  I  have  already  mentioned 
it  5  the  laft  is  a  good  market- town,  and  has  two  an- 
nual fairs,  one  reputed,  for  a  one-day  fair,  as  great 
as  any  in  England. 

Pensford  is  a  fmall  market- town*  and  lies  north- 
weft  towards  Briftol. 

Malm/bury,  a  borough  town,  is  a  very  ancient  one, 
and,  it  is  faid,  was  built  by  a  Britijh  prince,  called 
Caer  .Bladdon.  It  was -formerly  defended  by  walls, 
and  a  large  ftrong  caftle,  which  was  razed  afterward, 
to  inlarge  the  abbey,  which  was  very  famous,  and 
the  greater!:  in  Wiltjhire  :  the  abbot  fat  in  parliament. 
Here  king  Athelflane  was  buried,  and  they  ftill  fhew 
his  tomb.  Vaft  piles  of  buildings  were  pulled  down 
at  the  difTolution  ;  but  the  church  of  the  abbey  was 
faved,  a  great  part  of  which  ftill  remains,  and  is  ufed 
as  the  parifh-church.  It  is  a  corporation  governed  by 
zjujiice,  who  is  an  annual  magiftrate,  and  called  The 
Alderman.  It  has  a  good  market  weekly.  The  town 
is  neat,  and  lies  on  the  river  Avon.  It  isalfo  famous 
for  being  the  birth-place  of  William  of  Mahnjbury^  the 
hiftorian,  and  of  that  great  fcholar,  philofopher,  and 
mathematician,  Hobbes^  &c.  Jt  fends  two  members 
to  parliament. 

Near  this  town,  fouth ward,  on  the  fame  river,  lies 
the  village  of  Danifey,  which,  though  but  an  obfcure 
place,  has  given  title  of  honour  to  many  eminent 
perfons,  and,  among,  the  reft,  to  Henry  Danvers> 
created  baron  of  this  place  by  King  James  I.  though 
by  K.\ngCharles\.  made  earl  of  Danby.  He  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Irijh  wars,  was 
as  good  as  he  was  great,  and  died  with  glory  ;  but 
his  brother  and  heir,  having  fat,  ungratefully,  a  judge 
on  that  very  king  who  made  his  brother  earl,  was, 
at  the  refto ration,  attainted  of  high  treafon,  and 
this  his  manor  of  D  ant  fey  given  to  James  then  duke 
10  of 
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of  York  ;  who  fettled  it,  in  dowry,  on  hisTecond 
confort.  On  his  abdication,  it  became  a  fecond 
time  forfeited  ;  and  King  William  conferred  it  on 
Charles  lord  Mor daunt,  late  earl  of  Peterborough  and 
Monmouthy  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  remains.  But  as 
there  are  fome  other  things  more  than  ordinarily 
particular,  relating  to  this  manor,  I  fhall  inlarge  a 
little  upon  it. 

The  whole  parifh  of  Dantfey  confifts  of  this  manor 
only  j  and  not  a  foot  of  ground  in  it  belongs  to  any 
other  perfon  :  it  is  altogether  pafture,  and,  indeed, 
very  rich.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  all  tenants  of 
the  manor,  make  excellent  cheefe,  not  at  all  infe- 
rior to  that  of  Cfadder,  which  is  the  only  commo- 
dity in  the  place;  for  the  late  lord  would  not  permit 
the  grounds  to  be  plowed  up  j  and,  I  believe,  there 
is  not  an  acre  of  arable  land  in  the  parifh,  though  the 
tenants  have  offered  a  confiderable  advance  of  rent, 
for  liberty  to  break  up  the  ground  ;  which,  indeed, 
feems  to  want  it,  and  would  be  much  bettered  by  the 
plough  :  nor  would  his  lordfhip,  for  fome  years  be- 
fore his  death,  renew  a  life  upon  it,  either  by  leafe 
or  copyhold,  except  as  many  of  the  laft  as  would  keep 
up  the  homage,  and  the  rights  of  the  manor  :  and 
the  reafon  of  this  was,  not  only  to  get  a  clear  rack- 
rent  eflate  in  it,  but  to  prevent  the  cheats  and  impo- 
fitions  which  the  copyhold  tenants  of  the  manor  put 
upon  their  lord.  For  as  every  widow  has  her  life 
in  her  hufband's  copyhold  after  his  death,  if  fhe  con- 
tinues fole  and  continent,  it  is  a  very  common  thing 
there  for  an  old  man  on  his  death-bed  to  marry  a 
young  woman,  who  privately  contracts  to  give  part 
of  the  profits  of  the  copyhold,  or  fome  confideration 
for  it,  to  the  hufband's  relations  ;  and  not  feldom 
felects,  for  a  bedfellow  for  herfclf,  one  of  her  favourite 
men-fervants. 

The  abufe  which  accrued  from  granting  leafes  for 

lives  is  this;   that  whereas  a  perfon  takes  a  lcafe  for 
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three  lives,  viz,  his  own,  his  wife's,  and  his  Ton 
John's;  to  defraud  the  lord  of  the  manor,  he  names 
all  his  fons  John  :  fo  that,  as  long  as  any  of  the  fons 
live,  John  in  the  leafe  never  dies. 

By  thefe.  frauds,  the  earl,  who  was  none  of  the  beft 
ceconomifls,  and  lived  remote  from  this  place,  fuf- 
fered  considerably,  though  he  could  not  find  out  how ; 
but  frequently  complained,  That  his  Leflees,  and  his 
copyhold-widows,  were  very  long-lived  ;  and,  in  an 
humourous  way,  ufed  to  recommend  his  manor  of 
Daritfey  to  all  fuch  purchafers  as  were  apprehenfive 
of  dying. 

As  all  in  the  parifh  were  his  tenants,  and  had  an 
interefr.  in  the  fraud,  they  combined  againft  him,  fo 
that  he  could  get  no  intelligence  of  it;  and  though 
his  lord  (hip  enjoyed  the  manor  from  the  time  of  the 
revolution,  yet,  by  reafon  of  its  being  then  full- 
eftated,  that  is,  all  lett  out  upon  lives  then  actually  fub- 
fifting,  and  continued  by  the  above-mentioned  frauds, 
his  lordihip  received  no  great  benefit  out  of  it  till 
fome  few  years  before  his  death  -y  when  he  came  to 
a  refolution  not  to  ienew>  though,  when  all  the  lives 
drop  in,  this  manor  will,  at  a  rack-rent,  amount  to3, 
at  leafr,  3000  /.  a  year. 

There  is  a  large  old  manfion-houfe  here,  lying  juft 
on  the  river,  with  gardens  formed  after  the  manner 
of  thofe  at  FarfonS'gr&m  ;  but  it  is  not  a  kindly  place 
for  ripening  fruit,  and  the  grounds  lie  very  low  and 
fplafhy,  being  all  of  a  (liiT  clay,  and  yet  very  good, 
pafture. 

Here  is  alfo  a  fine  park,  well  timbered,  but  without 
deer. 

His  lordfhip  had  once  a  defign  to  improve  this 
mannon-houfe  and  eftate,  and  refided  here  in  1705,. 
when  he  was  called  to  court,  and  fent  to  command 
the  Queen's  forces  in  Spain,  where  his  conduct,  and 
great  fervices  to  his  country,  are  too  well  known,  to 
need  mentioning  hzre* 

Though 
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Though  this  place  is  often  overflowed  with  watery 
yet  there  is  none  good,  either  for  brewing  or  wam- 
ing  ;  or  any  fpring  of  fweet  water. 

Here  is  a  fpring  of  a  chalybeat  kind,  which  would, 
turn  to  good  account,  were  it  not  in  fuch  a  diflant^. 
and  an  almoft  inacceffible  part  of  the  country,,  occa- 
fioned  by  bad  roads. 

Here  is  a  good  neat  church,  with  a  high,  fquare 
tower,  raifed  at  the  expence  of  one  of  the  lords  of 
Dantfey,  probably  the  afore-mentioned  Henry,  who 
lies  buried  here  under  a  very  large  magnificent  tomb. 
Here  likewife  is  interred  lieutenant-general  Lewis 
Mor  daunt,  a  brother  of  the  late  earl. 

Chippenham  is  a  corporate  good  market- town,  like- 
wife  on  the  river  Avon,  over  which  it  has  a  bridge  of 
1 6  arches.  It  was  famous  for  the  refidence  and  re- 
fort  of  many  of  the  TVeJl-Saxon  Kings,  particularly 
Alfred.  Here  is  a  magnificent  church,  and  a  charity- 
fchool  for  24  boys.  This  town  is  governed  by  a 
bailiff  and  12  burgeiTes,  and  fends  two  members  to 
parliament. 

Bradford  is  a  market-town,  and  has  a  bridge  over 
the  Avon.  It  is  well-built  of  ftone,  and  lies  on  the 
fide  of  an  hill. 

Trowbridge  is  an  ancient  market-town,  and  had  for- 
merly a  caftle  of  feven  towers,  but  long  fince  de-- 
ftroyed.     The  court  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  for 
this  county,  is  annually  held  here,  about  Michaelmas,   , 

Weflbury  is  a  little  borough  market-town,  but  was 
formerly  of  great  note  ;  and  even  now  returns  two 
members  to  parliament.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  and  32  aldermen  or  burgeiTes.  Some  quan- 
tities of  Roman  coins  have  been  found  here. 

Warminjier  is  noted  for  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
corn  which  is  fold  in  it  every  market-day.  It  is  a 
populous  place,  with  very  good  inns,  and  is  the  greateft 
malt- town  in  the  weft  of  England*    Upon  the  downs, 

near 
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near  this  town,  are  two  ancient  camps,  fuppofed  to 
be  Danijh. 

About  five  miles  from  Warmlnfter  is  Long  Leate, 
the  noble  feat  of  lord  Weymouth.  It  is  an  ancient, 
but  moil  magnificent  ftru£t.ure,  and,  for  the  fize  and 
number  of  apartments,  is  equal  perhaps  to  any  houfe 
in  England.  This  place  has  been  greatly  improved 
by  the  modernizing  hand  of  the  celebrated  Mr. 
Browne.  The  park  is  very  extenfive,  and  well  plant- 
ed ;  the  water  properly  managed,  and  the  whole 
forms  a  fcene  of  beauty  and  magnificence. 

Mere,  which  in  the  old  Saxon  fignifies  Boundary, 
as  this  place  feems  to  be  on  the  borders  of  Wilts,  So- 
merfet,  and  Dorfet,  is  but  a  village,  and  yet  gives 
name  to  the  hundred  where  it  ftands.  It  has  neither 
fair  nor  market  in  it;  but  had,  anciently,  a  caftle. 
Not  far  from  this  place  is  an  old  Danijh  camp  called 
White/bole- hill. 

A  little  fouth-eaft  of  Mere  lies  Hindon,  a  fmall 
borough  and  market-town,  which  fends  two  mem- 
bers to  parliament.  At  Fonthill,  near  this  town, 
Williafn  Beckford,  Efq;  an  alderman,  and  twice 
lord  mayor  of  London,  built  a  fine  feat,  which  was 
burnt  down  on  Feb.  12,  1755,  when  near  finifhed  ; 
but  is  now  rebuilt  very  magnificently.  The  whole 
lofs  was  computed  at  30,000 /.  only  fix  of  which  were 
infured. 

It  is  faid,  that  when  the  news  was  brought  to  this 
gentleman,  whofe  character  is  lingular,  he  faid  no- 
thing, but  took  out  his  pocket-book,  and  being  afked 
what  he  was  doing,  anfwered,  with  philofophic  in- 
difference, "  I  am  reckoning  how  much  it  will  coft 
"  me  to  rebuild." 

North-eaft  of  Hindon  ftands  Heightjbury,  a  town 
formerly  noted  for  an  hofpital  ;  and  ftill  for  fending 
two  members  to  parliament. 

L&vington  is  alfo  a  little  more  north-eaft,  a  very 
indifferent  market-town. 

The 
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The  Devizes ,  where  we  entered  this  county,  is  ex- 
cellently fituated,  about  two  miles  from  the  bottom 
of  the  hills,  which  keep  off  the  eaftern  winds,  and 
in  a  rich  foil.  Under  the  hill,  at  Runway  %  is  an  ex- 
cellent fpring,  which  the  inhabitants  had  not,  when 
I  was  there  laft,  found  means  to  convey  thither,  tho* 
it  runs  but  a  little  way  off  the  town,  in  which  they 
want  water.  It  is  a  very  large  old  town,  confift- 
ing  chiefly  of  two  long  parallel  ftreets,  the  houfes 
moftly  of  timber,  but  of  a  very  good  model.  The 
inhabitants  value  themfelves  for  being  tenants  to  the 
King,  and  for  one  of  the  beft  weekly  markets  in 
England,  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  1 1 
matters,  and  36  common-council-men.  The  caftle 
was  originally  Roman,  judicioufly  feated  upon  a  na- 
tural fortification  ;  but  in  after-times  made,  in  a 
manner,  impregnable  by  Roger,  a  bifhop  of  Salijbury9 
though  in  175 1  the  materials  were  all  gone  ;  and  two 
wind-mills  have  been  erected  in  their  ftead.  Here 
are  three  churches.  The  choir  of  St.  Marys  is  of 
a  very  old  model,  as  are  the  fteeple,  choir,  and  both 
wings  of  St.  jfohn's,  to  which  additions  have  been 
made,  and  new  wide  windows,  with  pointed  arches, 
in  the  room  of  the  ancient,  narrow,  femicircular 
ones. 

Juft  out  of  town  is  a  pretty  plain  called  the  Green, 
with  another  handfome  church  and  fteeple,  fuburbs 
to  the  old  town.  Here  William  Cadby,  a  gardener, 
dug  up  his  collection  of  gods,  which  he  carried  about 
for  a  £hew.  They  were  found  in  a  garden,  in  a  ca- 
vity, inclofed  with  Roman  brick.  The  Venus  is  of 
a  good  defign  ;  and  the  Vejlal  Virgin,  as  they  call  it,  a 
fragment  of  Corinthian  brafs,  and  of  curious  work- 
manfhip.  Vulcan  is  as  lame  as  if  made  at  a  forge. 
He  had  alfo  feveral  coins  found  there-abouts,  and  a 
brafs  Roman  key,  which  my  lord  Winchelfea  bought. 
Roman  antiquities  are  difcovered  here  every  day. 
The  fame  nobleman  has  a  brafs  Probusy  on  the  re- 
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verfe  Vittoria  Germ,  with  a  trophy.  A  great  num- 
ber of  fuch  reliques  is  to  be  met  with  all  round  the 
country. 

Calne  is  a  little  town,  fttuate  on  a  ftony  hill,  and 
very  ancient ;  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of 
the  feats  of  the  IVeft-Saxon  Kings.  It  is  a  borough 
town,  has  a  neat  church,  and  a  good  weekly  market. 
A  great  many  Roman  coins  were  dug  up  here  for- 
merly. Here  was,  likewife,  anciently,  an  hofpital 
of  Black  Canons.  Very  near  to  this  town  is  Bow 
Wood^  the  feat  of  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  very  great  enlargements  of  his  park  and 
other  fplendid  improvements. 

I  am  now  come  into  the  road  to  Marlborough,  On 
the  downs,  about  two  or  three  miles  from  the  town, 
are  abundance  of  ftones,  lying  fcattered  about  the 
plain,  fome  whereof  are  very  large,  and  appear  to 
be  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  of  Stone-hengey 
and  fome  larger.  They  are  called  by  the  country- 
people  the  Grey  Wethers ;  and  it  muft  be  confefFed, 
that  they  look  not  unlike  fheep  draggling  upon  the 
downs,  on  a  tranfient  and  diftant  view,  as  travellers. 
pafs.  Thefe  Grey  Wethers,  on  a  more  curious  in- 
fpecl:ion,  are  found  to  be  a  fort  of  white  marble,  and* 
lie  upon  the  furface  of  the  ground  in  infinite  num- 
bers, and  of  all  dimenfions.  They  are  loofe,  de- 
tached from  any  rock.. 

Marlborough,  fo  called  from  its  hills  of  chalk,  which 
anciently  was  called  Marl,  is  the  Cunetia  (from  Ke- 
net)  of  the  Romans  ;  but  from  the  coming  of  the 
Saxons  to  the  conqueft,  there  is  no  mention  of  it.  It 
is  governed  by  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeiTes  ; , 
is  well  built,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
and  confifts  chiefly  of  one  broad  and  ftrait  flreet. 
To  the  fouth  are  fome  relics  of  a  priory  j.  the  gate- 
houfe  ftill  remaining.  On  the  north,  the  chapel  of 
another  religious  houfe  remains,  now  turned  into  a 
dwelling-houfe.     The  feat  of  the  late  earl  of  Hert- 
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ford,  afterwards  duke  of  Somerfet,  is  become  one  of 
the  moft  magnificent  houfes  of  entertainment  in  Eng- 
land: it  was  the  fite  of  the  Roman  Cajirum  ;  for  there 
they  find  foundations,  and  Roman  coins  -,  and  to- 
wards the  river,  without  the  garden-walls,  one  angle 
of  it  very  manifeftly  remains,  and  the  rampart  and 
ditch  entire.  The  road  going  over  the  ditch,  cuts 
it  off  from  the  prefent  caftle.  The  ditch  is  ftill  20 
feet  wide,  in  fome  parts.  The  mount,  fo  much 
noted,  was  the  keep  of  the  caftle  ;  and  was  made 
into  a  pretty  fpiral  walk,  on  the  top  of  which  is  an 
octagonal  fummer-houfe,  from  whence  you  have  a 
pleafant  view  over  the  town  and  country.  The 
town  has,  at  prefent,  a  pretty  good  fhop-keeping 
trade,  but  not  much  of  the  manufacturing  part.  The 
river  Kennet,  fome  years  ago  made  navigable  by  act 
of  parliament,  rifesjuft  by  this  town  :  from  whence 
running  to  Hungerford  and  Newbury,  it  becomes  a 
large  ftream,  and,  pailing  by  Readings  runs  into  the 
Thames  near  that  town.  This  river  is  famous  tor 
crayfifh  which  they  help  travellers  to  at  Newbury, 

At  Abury,  near  Marlborough  downs,  are  to  be  feen 
the  ftupendous  remains  of  a  Druid  temple  ;  being  a 
collection  of  monftrous  ftones,  of  nearly  the  like 
nature  with  thofe  of  Stone-henge,  and  brought  toge- 
ther from  the  downs  for  the  fame  religious  purpofes. 

At  Badmington  in  Wiltjhire  have  been  found  nine 
caves,  all  of  a  row,  but  of  different  dimenfions,  the 
leaft  of  them  four  feet  wide,  fome  nine  or  ten  feet 
long,  two  long  ftones  being  fet  upon  the  fides,  and 
the  top  covered  with  broad  ftones.  Spurs,  pieces  of 
armour,  and  the  like,  have  been  found  in  thefe  caves  ; 
which  gives  ground  to  believe,  that  they  were  tombs 
of  fome  ancient  warriors,  Romans,  Saxons,  or  Danes, 

In  our  way  from  Marlborough  to  Newbury,  we 
mounted  a  chalky  hill  (of  which  fort  is  much  of  the 
foil  of  IVilts,)  on  the  top  of  which  we  entered  into 
Savcrnack  foreft,  which  belonged  to  the  late  earl  of 
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Jtlejhury  ;  and  is  almoft  the  only  privileged  ground  of 
hunting,  of  that  denomination,  poiFeiTed  by  a  fub- 
ject.  It  is  in  circumference  about  12  miles,  plen- 
tifully flocked  with  deer  of  a  large  fize,  and  ren- 
dered very  pleafant  and  delightful  by  the  many  walks 
and  viftas  lately  cut  and  levelled  through  the  feveral 
coppices  and  woods  with  which  it  abounds  5  through 
one  of  which  we  have  a  view  of  the  feat,  (now  be- 
longing to  his  nephew  lord  Bruce)  at  about  two 
miles  diftance,  called  Tottenham,  from  a  park  of 
that  name,  in  which  it  is  fituate,  contiguous  to  the 
foreft. 

It  is  a  itately  edifice,  erected  on  the  fame  fpot  of 
ground  where  flood  an  ancient  palace,  deftroyed  by* 
fire,  of  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  afterwards  duke  of 
Somerfet,  fo  juftiy  celebrated  for  his  ffeady  adherence 
and  powerful  affiftance  to  the  royal  caufe,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  civil  wars,  from  whom  the 
earl  of  Allefbury  was  defcended,  by  his  mother  the 
lady  Elizabeth,  fifter  and  niece  of  the  two  laft  dukes 
of  Somerfet,  of  the  elder  line. 

To  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  grandeur  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  ftructure,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  was  begun,  carried  on,  and  finifhed, 
after  the  model,  and  under  the  direction,  of  the  late 
earl  of  Burlington,  who,  to  the  ftrength  and  con- 
venience of  the  Englijh  architecture,  has  added  the 
elegance  and  politenefs  of  the  Italian  tafte. 

The  houfe  has  four  towers,  and  four  fronts,  each 
of  them  diverfly  beautified  and  adorned  ,  to  which 
are  now  added  four  wings,  wherein  are  rooms  of 
jftate,  a  noble  and  capacious  room  for  a  library,. con- 
taining a  judicious  and  large  collection  of  feveral 
thoufand  books  in  all  languages,  but  efpecially  the 
modern. 

The  beauty  and  delightfulnefs  of  the  buildings  are 
much  augmented  by  the  large  canals,  the  fpacious 
and  well  planted  walks  which  furround  it  ,  one  of 

which. 
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which,   leading  to   the   London  road,    extends  two 
miles  in  length. 

About  the  fame  diftance  from  hence  on  the  oppo- 
site fide,  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a  large  houfe, 
called  Wolf  Hall,  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Seymour,  fa- 
ther of  the  unfortunate  protector  ;  of  which  no  more 
is  {landing  than  fuffices  for  a  farm-houfe.  Here 
King  Henry  VIII.  as  tradition  goes,  celebrated  his 
nuptials  with  the  lady  Jane  Seymour,  and  kept  his 
wedding-dinner  in  a  very  large  barn,  hung  with 
tapeftry  on  the  occafion  :  for  confirmation  of  which 
they  mew  you,  in  the  walls  thereof,  fame  tenter 
hooks,  with  fmall  pieces  of  tapeftry  fattened  to  them  ; 
and  between  this  place  and  Tottenham  there  is  a  walk, 
with  old  trees  on  each  fide,  ftill  known  by  the  name 
of  King  Harry's  walk. 

From  hence,  continuing  our  courfe  eafterly,  we  came 
to  a  borough  town,  called  Great  Bedwin,  which  fends 
two  members  to  parliament.  It  is  an  old  corpora- 
tion, and  gave  birth  to  the  famous  phyfician  Dr. 
T.  Willis.  Cajlle-Copfe,  half  a  mile  from  the  town 
fouth-eaft,  was  probably  the  Roman  caftle  -}  and  Ha- 
vifdike  a  camp  of  that  people. 

The  church  is  large  and  capacious,  in  which  are 
fome  ancient  monuments  ;  particularly  one  of  a 
Knight  Templar,  called  Adam  of  Scott,  from  a  ma- 
nor of  that  name  in  the  parifh,  with  an  infcription 
not  legible,  and  another  of  the  above-mentioned  Sir 
John  Seymour,  father  of  the  protector  ;  wherein  we 
have  an  account  of  the  names  of  all  his  children, 
with  their  feveral  intermarriages  and  deaths.  The 
church  is  very  ftrongly  built  with  flint,  and  a  ce- 
ment near  as  hard  as  themfelves,  in  form  of  a  crofs  ; 
in  the  center  of  which  is  erected  an  high  tower,  con- 
taining a  good  ring  of  fix  mufical  bells. 

Moving  hence  towards  the  north-eaft  a  little,  we 
croffed  the  much-famed  Wan/dyke,  a  work  of  pro- 
digious labour  and  expence,  and  concluded,  by  moft 
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writers,  to  be  a  boundary  of  one  of  the  kingdoms  of 
the  Heptarchy,  probably  that  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  be- 
fore its  inlargement  by  incroaching  on  other  king- 
doms. It  may-  be  traced  from  near  Bath,  all  over 
the  downs,  to  this  place,  where  it  turns  its  courfe 
towards  the  fouthern  coafls.  It  is  fuppofed,  by 
fome,  to  derive  its  name  from  Woden,  one  of  the 
Saxon  deities. 

Soon  after  we  mounted  a  fmall  hill,  of  eafy  afcentr 
on  the  fummit  of  which  was  erected,  as  hiftorians 
inform  us,  a  fortified  place,  the  refidence  of  CiJJa,  a 
viceroy  of  one  of  the  south-Saxon  Kings,  from  whom 
it  derives  its  denomination  of  Chi/bury,  or  Cifbury  ; 
who  alfo  built  Chichefter.  It  feems  to  have  been 
ftrongly  fortified,  being  furrounded  with  a  double 
ditch  or  moat,  of  coniiderable  depth  and  breadth, 
and  full  of  water :  fince  which  time  there  has  been 
a  religious  houfe  here,  the  chapel  of  which  is  flill 
remaining  as  a  barn. 

From  hence  we  returned  to  the  great  London  road, 
and  foon  arrived  at  a  village  called  Froxfield,  about 
feven  miles  from  Marlborough ;  in  which  is  an  hand- 
fome  and  well-endowed  alms-houfe,  founded  by  Sa- 
rah Duchefs  dowager  of  Somerfet,  relicvt  of  John,  the 
laft  duke  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  noble  family  of 
Seymours,  defcended  from  the  great  duke  of  Somerfet  9. 
protector  of  the  King  and  kingdom  during  the  mi- 
nority of  King  Edward  VI.  This  lady  bequeathed 
by  her  will  about  2000/.  for  the  building  and  fur- 
niture of  this  alms-houfe,  and  devifed  feveral  ma- 
nors, meffuages,  and  farms,  for  the  maintenance  of 
30  poor  widows  not  having  20  /.  per  Ann.  to  fubfift 
upon  ;  one  half  of  which  are  widows  of  clergymen, 
and  the  other  of  laymen  ;  giving  a  preference  to  thofe 
of  the  laft  fort,  who  live  on  the  manors  fo  devifed 
by  her.  She  left  in  her  will  particular  directions, 
for  the  form,  dimenfions,  and  fite,  of  the  ftru&ure ; 
and  for  the  manner  of  electing,  ruling,  and  pro- 
viding 
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viding  for  the  widows  ;  which  her  executors,  efpe- 
cially  Sir  William  Gregory »,  who  chiefly  took  upon 
him  the  execution  of  the  trull,  punctually  obferved. 

The  building  is  neat  and  ftrong,  in  the  form  of  a 
quadrangle,  having  one  front,  and  a  court  before  it, 
facing  the  road. 

The  fame  charitable  lady,  in  order  to  make  pro- 
vifion  for  the  helplefs  young,  as  well  as  deftitute  old, 
alfo  bequeathed  a  confiderable  yearly  fum  for  the 
apprenticing  of  10  or  12  children  :  in  which  a  pre- 
ference was  to  be  given  to  fuch  as  were  born  in  her , 
manors. 

We  next  vifked  Hungerford  in  Berks ',  a  little  market 
town,  fituate  in  a  moorifh.  place,  remarkable  only  for 
being  a  great  thoroughfare  to  Bath  and  Brljrol ;  and 
for  plenty  of  trout,  eels,  and  crayfim.  It  is  governed 
by  a  conn-able,  who  is  chofen  annually,  and  for  the  time 
being  is  lord  of  the  manor.  From  this  town  the  an- 
cient family  of  the  barons  of  Hungerford  took  their 
name  and  title. 

We  purfued  the  great  road,  and  arrived  at  New- 
:bury,  fituate  in  a  moil  fruitful  plain,  and  watered  by 
the  river  Rennet,  made  navigable  up  to  the  town, 
which  carries  on  a  very  great  trade  in  malt, 
iffc.  with  London.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  high- 
fteward,  aldermen,  and  burgefles.  The  ftreets  are 
fpacious,  and  the  market-place  large,  where  there  is 
much  corn  fold  ;  and  an  hall,  for  the  bufinefs  of  the 
corporation  ftands  in  it. 

Here  is  alfo  a  good  charity-fchool,  for  40  boys  % 
endowed  with  65/.  a  year. 

Near  this  town  were  two  obftinate  battles  foughtat 
different  times,  between  the  King's  army  and  the  par- 
liament's j  King  Charles  being  prefent  at  them  both, 
and  both  were  fought  almoft  upon  the  fame  fpot  of 
ground  ;  the  firft  on  the  20th  of  September  1643,  anc* 
the  other  on  the  27th  of  Qftober  1644.     In  the  firft 

of 
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of  thefe  battles  the  fuccefs  was  doubtful,  and  both 
fides  claimed  the  advantage  :  in  the  laft,  the  King's 
army  had  apparently  the  worff  of  it. 

Part  of  Newbury  is  alfo  known  by  the  name  of 
Spinha7n-lands  ;  for  it  arofe  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old 
town  called  Spina,  the  remains  of  which  now  join 
to  Newbury  \  in  refpecl:  to  which  it  was  called  New 
Borough,  and,  for  fhortnefs,  Newbury,  It  is  noted, 
among  other  things,  for  two  or  three  excellent  inns, 
which  indeed  abound  all  the  way,  between  London 
and  Bath,  at  every  four  or  five  miles. 

This  town  of  Newbury  was  an  ancient  clothing 
town,  though  now  little  of  that  bufinefs  remains 
to  it ;  but  it  {till  retains  a  manufacturing  genius, 
and  the  people  are  generally  employed  in  making 
fhallooii  ;  which,  though  it  is  generally  ufed  only 
for  the  lining  of  mens  clothes,  yet  it  is  increafed  to 
a  manufacture  by  itfelf,  and  is  more  confiderable 
than  any  fingle  manufacture  of  (tuffs  in  the  nation. 
This  employs  the  town  of  Nevjbury,  as  alfo  An- 
clover,  a  town  I  have  already  defcribed,  Vol.  I.  and 
many  others  in  different  counties  of  England. 

In  the  year  1762,  the  corporation  of  Newbury 
purchafed  and  put  up  in  their  new  town  hall,  the  fine 
hiftorical  picture  of  the  furrender  of  Calais  to  King 
Edwardlti.  painted  by  Mr.  Pine  ;  for  which  he  ob- 
tained the  firft  premium  of  a  hundred  guineas  from 
the  fociety  for  encouraging  of  arts,  &c,  in  London. 

Here  lived  the  famous  Jack  of  Newbury,  (whofe  fa- 
mily name  was  Winchcombe)  the  greateft  clothier  that 
ever  was  in  England  ;  having  100  looms  at  work  in 
his  own  houfe.  He  flourifhed  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  marched  at  the  head  of  100  of  his  own 
men,  all  clothed  in  an  uniform,  and  maintained 
by  himfelf,  to  the  battle  ofFlodden  Field,  where  he  be- 
haved well.  He  rebuilt  part  of  Newbury  church, 
and  the  whole  tower  of  it.  The  late  lord  Bolingbroke 
married  the  heirefs  of  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  defend- 
ed 
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«d  from  this  celebrated  clothier.  Xhis  is  one  of  the 
two  legatee  towns  (as  they  were  called)  in  the  will 
of  the  famous  Mr.  Kenrick ;  who,  being  the  fon  of 
a  clothier  of  Newbury,  and  afterwards  a  merchant 
in  London,  left  400c/.  to  Newbury,  and  75©o/.  to 
Readings  to  encourage  the  clothing  trade,  and  to  fet 
the  poor  at  work,  befides  other  valuable  gifts  to  the 
poor. 

Near  Newbury,  Mr.  Andrews  has  built  a  houfe  in 
the  gothic  ftile,  and  ornamented  the  grounds   about 
it  with   much   tafte.     The  lituation   is  on  a  rifing 
ground,  backed   by  a  hill   crowned  with  wood,  out 
of  which   rifes  Donnington  caftle.     A   lawn   fpreads 
around  the  houfe,  and  falls  to  a  very  fine  water ;  a 
ftream  enlarged  into  a  river,  which  takes  a  winding 
eafy  courfe  near  a  mile  long,  and  of  a  confiderable 
breadth.     There  are  three  or  four  iflands  in  it,  one 
■of  which  is  thickly  planted,  and  affords  fhelter  to 
many  fwans  and  wild  fowl  which   frequent  the  wa- 
ter, at  the  fame  time  that  they  add  to  the  beauty  of 
the  place.     Over  the  river,  the  country  confifts  of 
corn  fields,  which  rife  agreeably.     The  lawn  is  very 
neat,  the  trees  and  clumps  well  managed,  and  the 
wood,  in  which  the  water  terminates  at  each  end, 
finifhes  the  fcene  in  a  -pleafing  manner.     There  is  a 
winding  gravel  walk  through  both  the  groves  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,    which   open  to  feveral  retired 
and  pleafing   fcenes  :  on  one  fpot  is  a  pretty  ruftic 
gothic  temple,  built  of  flint,  near  a  cafcade,  which 
the  river  forms  by  falling  over  a  natural  ridge  of 
ftones.    The  whole  place  is  laid  out  with  good  tafte : 
ithe  houfe  is  a  good  one  ;  the  ftair-cafe  peculiar,  but 
■agreeable,  and  the  library  a  large,    handfome,  and 
well-proportioned  room.     Here  are  likewife  feveral 
pictures  by   fome  of   the  principal   matters.      Don- 
\nington  caftle,  juft  mentioned,  was  anciently  the  feat 
>f   Sir   Geoffrey   Chaucer,    father   of  EngUJh   poetry. 
They  fhew  us  a  place  here,  where,  in  his  days,  and 

even 
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even  down  to  the  memory  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants ' 
now  living,  flourifhed  a  great  oak,  called  Chaucer's 
cak,  where,  they  tell   you,  he  ufed  to  fit  and  com- 
pofe  his  poems. 

Near  Newbury  alfo,  the  late  earl  of  Craven  built 
a  verv  ftately  pile  of  buildings,  for  his  own  dwell- 
ing, called  Hamftead  Marjhall ;  but  as  it  was  never 
quite  finifhed,  fo  I  do  not  underfland,  that  his  lord- 
fhip  ever  came  to  live  in  it :  and  fome  years  ago  it 
was5  by  a  fudden  fire,  burnt  down  to  the  ground. 
It  was  reported,  that  that  lord  built  this  magnificent 
palace  (for  fuch  it  really  was)  at  z  time  when  he 
had  hopes  of  marrying  Madame  Royale,  as  fhe  was 
then  called,  viz.  the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  filler  to 
King  Charles  I.  who,  then  a  widow,  lived  in  the 
Engiifh  court  ;  but  the  earl  being  fruftrated  in  that 
view,  wenf  no  farther  in  his  building.  But  his  pre- 
fent  lordihip  has  rebuilt  this  houfe  ;  and,  though 
not  in  fo  grand  a  manner  as  the  former,  it  is  very 
commodious. 

We  went  forward  to  the  town  of  Lambourn,  fo 
called  from  the  river  which  runs  down  and  falls  into 
the  Kennet,  near  Thatchum.  There  are  two  places  fo 
called,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Upper 
and  'Lower.  The  Lower  Lambourn  is  the  largeft 
and  has  been  a  market-town  ever  fince  the  reign  of 
kino-  Henry  III.  The  fiver  Lambourn  is  remarkable 
for  being  very  low  in  winter,  and  high  in  fummer  : 
It  goes  off  about  Michaelmas-,  and  the  fooner  it 
goes,  the  more  plentiful,  fay  the  inhabitants,  will 
that  year  be. 

At  Newbury  we  quitted  the  high  road,  and  being 
defirous  to-  fee  fomething  of  the  north  of  Berkjhire, 
weftruck  up  to/^%,which,  though  but  an  inconfider- 
able  little  town,  yet  has  a  good  weekly  market  for 
fheep. 

We  paffed  north-weftward  to  Wantage,  the  capital' 
©f  an  hundred  fo  called,  a  town  of  fome  antiquity, 

3  V1*^ 
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pretty  good,  and  neat.  It  is  noted  for  being  the  birth- 
place of  the  renowned  king  Alfred,  and  is  watered  by 
the  Och.  On  Sinodun  hill,,  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans, was  a  ftrong  cafrle.  The  plough  frequently, 
to  this  day,  turns  up  Roman  coins,  and  other  anti- 
quities. 

From  Wantage  we  advanced  into  the  fine  and  fer- 
tile Vale  of  Whitehorfe,  which  extends  al moil  from 
Farringdon  to  Abingdon,  though  not  in  a  dire6t  line. 
Looking  fouth  from  the  Vale,  we  fee  a  trench  cut  on 
the  fide  of  an  high  green  hill  in  the  ihape  of  an 
horfe,  and  not  ill  done.  The  trench  is  about  a  yard 
deep,  and  filled  armoft  up  with  chalk  ;  fo  that,  at  a 
diilance,  you  fee  the  exadt.  fhape  of  zzvhite  Horfe,  fo 
large,  as'  takes  up  near  an  acre  of  ground.  From 
this  figure  the  hill  is  called  Whitehorfe  Hill,  and  the 
vale  below  takes  alfo  its  name.  It  is  fa  id  to  be  done 
in  order  to  commemorate  a  fignal  victory  ;  and  fome 
give  it  to  the  Saxons,  whole  device  was,  and  itill  is, 
a  white  horfe. 

The  neighbouring  parifh  to  this  Whitehorfe  have  a 
cuflom  annually,  at  Midjunvmer,  to  .go  and  weed  it, 
in  order  to  keep  it  in  fhape  and  colour  :  and,  when 
they  have  done  their  work,  tbey  end  the  day  in  feaft- 
ing  and  merriment.  This  is  called,  f cowering  thi 
Horfe. 

Weftward  of  this  vale  lies  Ajhbury,  (where  is  a 
feat  of  lord  Craven  ;  the  ftones  of  which  it  was  built 
being  dug  out  of  a  Danifh  camp  hard  by,)  betwixt 
which  and  Wantage  is  a  very  large  camp  on  the  brow 
of  an  hill  :  It  is  fingle-worked,  and  of  a  quadrangular 
form,  which  fhews  it  a  Roman  work. 

We  arrived  at  Farringdon,  noted  for  its  pleafarrt  fi- 
tuation  on  an  hill.  It  has  a  good  market  weekly, 
and  is  very  neat  and  clean.  In  this  place  may  be 
feen  the  ruins  of  a  caftle,  built  by  Robert  earl  of 
Glouccflcr,  in  King  Stephen's  reign  :   here  was  alfo  a 
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priory  of  Cijlercian  monks.  The  church  is  large  and 
handfome. 

From  hence  we  went  partly  by  the  foreft  to  Ahing- 
don,  an  handfome  well  built  town,  where  the  aflizes 
and  fefiions,  and  other  public  meetings  of  the  country, 
are  commonly  held.  The  market  houfe  is  a  {lately 
edifice,  built  on  lofty  pillars.  It  is  of  moft  curious 
workmanmip,  and  may  claim  a  pre-eminence  of 
moft  others  in  England.  Over  it  is  a  large  hall  for  the 
affize.  The  town  confifts  of  feveral  well  paved 
ftreets,  which  center  in  an  open  and  fpacious  place, 
where  the  corn-market  is  kept.  They  make  great 
quantities  of  malt  here,  and  fend  it  by  barges  to  Lon- 
don* Here  is  a  good  free-fchool,  and  alfo  a  charity- 
fchool,  founded,  anno  1563,  by  John  Royfe.  The  cor- 
poration is  governed  by  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  and 
nine  aldermen,  and  returns  one  member  to  par- 
liament. 

It  is  an  ancient  town,  and  was  famed  for  religious 
houfes,  and  particularly  for  one  of  the  nobleft  abbeys 
in  the  kingdom,  founded,  as  it  is  laid,  by  Heane, 
nephew  to  Ciffa,  father  to  King  Ina.  Henry  I.  fur- 
named  Beauclerk,  was  educated  in  this  monaftery. 
Here  are  two  churches,  and  there  was  formerly  a  fine, 
crofs,  which  was  deftroyed  in  the  late  civil  wars. 
Several  fynods  have  been  held  here. 

We  next  came  to  TVallingford,  called,  by  the  an- 
cient Britons,  Gwal  Hen,  i.  e.  Old  Fort ;  a  place  of 
great  figure,  as  well  in  their  days,  and  of  the  Ro- 
mans, as  of  the  Saxons  and  Danes  ;  the  laft  of  whom 
deftroyed  it  in  1006  ;  but  it  was  foon  rebuilt,  and 
efteemed  a  borough,  in  the  ConfeJ/ors  time.  It  has 
been  defended  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  long  fince  demo- 
lifhed.  It  is  ftill  a  large  well  built  town,  has  a  good 
market-place  and  town-hall,  where  the  aflizes  have 
been  fometimes  held,  and  a  quarter-feffion  for  the 
borough  always  j  has  two  churches  ftanding,  but 
one  very  much  damaged  in  the  civil  wars,  when  two 
6  others 
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others  were  altogether  deftroyed  ;  has  two  weekly 
markets,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  burgefles,  &c. 
and  returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

Leland  in  his  Itinerary  records,  that  Richard  of 
Walling for 'd,  abbot  of  St.  Albans ',  was  born  here. 
He  was  a  famous  mathematician,  and  the  inventor  of 
a  clock  that  (hewed  not  only  the  courfe  of  the  fun, 
moon,  and  fixed  ftars,  but  the  ebbing  and  the  flow- 
ing of  the  fea. 

Here  we  croffed  the  Thames  into  Oxfordjhire  ;  and" 
leaving  Wathington^  a  little  inconfiderable  market- 
town  on  the  left,  we  fell  down  through  Netthbed  (like- 
wife  a  town  of  little  note)  to  Henley  upon  Thames^  a 
very  ancient  town,  the  name  being  derived  from  the 
Britijh  word  Hewlley^  2.  e.  Old  Place,  It  was  for- 
merly part  of  the  eftate  of  the  barons  of  Hungerford. 
It  is  now  a  corporation  of  great  account,  governed  by 
a  warden,  burgelTes,    and  other  officers.     It  has  a 

i  confiderable  corn  and  malt-market.   The  inhabitants 

i:  are  moitly  maltfters,  mealmen,  and  bargemen  ;  who 

tby  carrying  corn  and  timber  to  London  get  a  handfome 
living,  and  enrich  the  neighbourhood.    It  has  a  good 

|j free  grammar  fchool,  and  alfo  a  charity-fchool,  li- 
berally endowed,    for  teaching,    clothing,    and    ap^ 

>  prenticing,    feveral   poor  children  :    here  is   alfo  an 
alms-houfe,  but  meanly  endowed  ;  for  though  there  are 

mot  above  fix  or  feven   perfons  in  it,  they  have  but 
fix-pence  a  piece  weekly  for  their  allowance. 

We  returned,    over  a  wooden   bridge,    crofs  the 

f  Thames ,  into  Berkjhire :  and  as  That  chum,  JVoolha?np- 
ton,    and   Theale,    which  lie  between   Newbury  and 

I Reading,  are,  at  prefent,  noted  only  for  being  great 

b  thoroughfare  towns,  and  full  of  inns,  we  went  no 

[i farther  back  than  Reading. 

Reading  is  fo  called  from  the  Britijh  word  Rhedin^ 
[.  e.   Fern,    which  formerly  grew  in  great  quantity 
iiere.     It  is  a  very  large  and  wealthy  town,  hand- 
D  2  fomely 
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fomely  built,  the  inhabitants  rich,  and  driving  a  great 
trade :  the  town  is  fituated  on  the  river  Kennety 
but  fo  near  the  Thames,  that  the  larger!  barges  which 
they  ufe  may  come  up  to  the  town-bridge,  where 
they  have  wharfs  to  load  and  unload  them.  Their 
chief  trade  is  by  this  river  navigation  to  and  from 
London,  though  they  have  neceffarily  a  great  trade  into 
the  country,  for  the  confumption  of  the  goods  which 
they  bring  by  their  barges  from  London  ;  and,  parti- 
cularly, coals,  fait,  grocery-wares,  tobacco,  oils, 
and  all  heavy  goods. 

They  fend  from  hence  to  London,  by  thefe  barges, 
great  quantities  of  malt  and  meal  ;  and  thefe  are  the 
two  principal  articles  of  their  loadings.  Some  ofthofe 
barges  are  fo  large,  that  they  bring  iocc  or  I2CO 
quarters  of  rhalt  at  a  time  ;  which,  according  to  the 
ordinary  commutation  of  tonage  in  the  freight  of 
other  veiTels,  is  from  ioo  to  120  ton,  dead  weight. 

They  alfo  fend  great  quantities  of  timber  from 
Reading:  for  Berkfnire  being  a  well-wooded  county, 
efpecially  in  beech,  and  the  river  Thames  a  conve- 
nient conveyance  for  the  timber,  they  tranfport  the 
largeft  and  fineft  of  the  timber  to  London,  which  is 
generally  bought  by  the  mipwrights  in  the  river,  for 
the  building  merchant  fhsps.  ,The  like  trade  of  tim- 
ber is  carried  on  at  Henley  above  mentioned,  and  at 
Maidenhead  ;  of  which  in  its  place. 

Here  is  ftill  a  remnant  of  the  woollen  manufacture, 
which  was  once  carried  on  in  this  town  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  degree  ;  and  Reading,  as  well  as  Newbury, 
has  enjoyed  the  legacies  of  Mr.  Kenrick,  to  kt 
the  poor  at  work,  and  ei  courage  the  clothing  trade  ; 
viz.  -7500/. 

Mr.  Camden's  continuator  fays,  there  were  once 
140  mafter  clothiers  in  this  one  town  ;  but  now 
they  are  almoft  all  gone.  During  the  civil  wars  in 
England^  this  toym  was  flrongly  fortified  5  and  the 

remains 
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remains  of  the  baftions,  and  other  works,  are  Hill  to 
be  Teen. 

There  are  three  churches,  St.  Mary's?  St.  Lau- 
rence's, and  St.  Giles's,  built  of  flint,  and  fquare 
ftbnes,  in  the  quincunx  fafhion,  with  high  towers 
of  the  fame.  Archbiihop  Laud  was  born  in  this 
town  :  his  father  was  a  clothier.  That  prelate  left 
considerable  legacies  to  young  people ^of  this  town, 
of  both  fexes. 

It  was  formerly  noted  for  a  very  famous  abbey 
and  other  religious  foundations.  The  parliament  of 
England  has  fometimes  been  held  in  the  abbey.  It 
flood  in  a  charming  fituation,  and  large  ruins  of  it 
are  ft  ill  vifible,  built  of  flint  :  the  wails  which  re- 
main are  about  right  feet  thick,  though  the  ftone 
that. faced  them  is  gone.  What  is  left  is  fo  hard  ce- 
mented, that  the  labour,  in  feparating  them,  would 
jiot  be  anfwered  by  their  uk»  There  are  many 
remnants  of  arched  vaults,  a  good  height  above- 
ground,  whereon  flood,  as  may  be  prefumed,  the 
hall,  lodgings,  C5V.  The  abbey  gate-houfe  is  yet 
pretty  entire. 

This  was  built  by  king  Henry  I.  on  an  old  abbey, 
formerly  erected  by  a  Saxon  lady.  That  prince  was 
buried  in  it  with  his  Queen  ;  but  their  monuments 
are  loft  in  the  ruins  of  the  place,  and  no- where  to  be 
found. 

There  was  a  famous  old  caftle,  demolifhed  by  king 
Henry  II.  for  being  a  place  of  refuge  for  king  Ste- 
phen's party. 

The  emprefs  Maud,  daughter  of  Henry  I.  was  alfo 
buried  here  ;  but  her  monument  is  alfo  loft. 

The  governing  part  of  this  corporation  confifts  of' 
a  mayor,  12  aldermen,  12  burgefTes,  and  other  offi- 
cers. Four  fairs  are  annually  held  here,  on  Candle- 
mas-day? May  1,  St.  James' s-day,  and  Michaelmas. 
Reading  fends  two  members  to  parliament. 

The   deceafed   earl  of  Cadogan  (who  was  created 
D  3  baron 
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baron  of  Reading  by  his  late  majefty  king  George  2. 
in  1 71 6)  built  a  fine  large  houfe  at  Caver/bam  in 
Oxfordjhire,  which  his  fucceflbr,  the  prefent  lord  Ca- 
dogan,  thought  fit  to  reduce  to  a  fmaller  and  more 
convenient  fize. 

The  park  belonging  to  this  feat  is  a  moft  beautiful 
fcene  of  rural  richnefs  ?  it  is  unadorned  with  build- 
ings, and  owes  its  beauty  to  the  fine  but  gentle  in- 
equalities of  ground,  the  great  variety  and  perfec- 
tion of  its  trees,  with  the  judicious  manner  of  plant- 
ing them.  From  the  Henley  fide  of  the  park,  the  road 
to  the  houfe  ferpentines  for  upwards  of  a  mile  along  a 
vale  which  difcovers  all  the  pomp  of  rural  elegance. 

Within  lefs  than  a  furlong  of  the  town,  to  the 
fouth-weft,  and  within  100  yards  of  the  Ken-net?  on 
a  little  rifing  ground,  called  Catf grove-hill,  is  a  ftra- 
tum  of  oyfters  five  or  fix  inches,  extending  a  great 
way  through  the  hill  5  many  of  them  large  and  entire. 
Near  JVadley  is  a  tree,  which  has  contracted  a  pe- 
trifying cruft,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  fhilling,  over 
a  part  which  has  been  lopped  off"  with  an  ax. 

Twyford  is  about  five  miles  eaft  of  Reading?  and  i&. 
only  noted,  like  Theale?  and  the  other  towns  beyond 
Reading?  for  its  number  of  inns,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  carriers,  &c* 

Juft  beyond  Theals  is  Inglefield?  where  King  Ethel- 
wolf  routed  the  Danes. 

From  Reading  I  went  to  Great  Marlow  in  Bucking-* 
bamjbir  e?which?  though  not  in  the  direct  road, yet  lying 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  is  proper  enough  to 
be  fpoken  of,  as  it  fends  two  members  to  parliament. 

It  is  a  town  of  very  great  embarkation  on  the 
Thames,  not  fo  much  for  manufactures  wrought  here 
(for  the  trade  of  the  town  is  chiefly  in  bone-lace, j 
but  for  goods  brought  from  the  neighbouring  towns; 
a  very  great  quantity  of  malt  and  meal,  particu- 
larly, being  brought  hither  from  High  JVickham,  which 
is  one  of  the  greatefi:  corn-makets  on  this  fide  of  Eng- 
land? and  lies  on  the  road  from  London?  to  Oxford. 

Between 
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Between  High  Wickham  and  Marlow  is  a  little 
river  called  the  Loddon,  on  which  are  a  great  many 
corn-mills,  and  fome  paper-mills:  the  firft  of  theie 
grind  and  drefs  the  wheat,  and  then  the  meal  is  fent 
to  Marlow,  and  put  on  board  the  barges  for  London  ; 
and  the  fecond  make  great  quantities  of  ordinary 
printing-paper. 

On  the  Thames,  juft  by  the  fide  of  this  town, 
though  on  the  other  bank,  are  three  very  remarka- 
ble mills,  called  the  Temple-mills,  or  the  Brafs-mills^ 
for  making  Bijham  abbey  Battery-zvork,  as  they  cal-1 
k,  viz.  kettles,  pans,  and  all  forts  of  brafs  manu- 
facture with  great  fuccefs. 

Next  to  thefe  are  two  mills,  which  are  both  of 
an  extraordinary  kind  ;  one  for  making  of  thimbles  t, 
the  other,  for  prefiing  of  oil  from  rape  and  flax-feed  : 
both  which  turn  to  very  good  account  to  the  pro- 
prietors. 

Hither  is  alfo  brought  down  a  vaft  quantity  of 
beech-wood,  which  grows  in  Buckingham/hire  more 
plentifully  than  in  any  other  part  of  England, 

At  Bijham  in  Berks,  over-againft  this  town,  was 
formerly  an  abbey  ;  and  the  remains  of  it  are  ftill  to 
be  feen.  The  eftate  belonged  once  to  the  Knights 
Templars,  and  fince  came  to  the  ancient  family  of 
Hobby,  whereof  Sir  William  Hobby,  and  Sir  Edzvard 
Hobby,  are  noted  in  our  hiftories  ;  the  latter  as  hav- 
ing been  employed  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  moil 
important  foreign  negotiations,  as  a  learned  man, 
and  great  antiquarian.  Their  monuments,  with  thofe 
;  of  their  ladies  and  children,  are  in  the  little  church 
1  of  BiJ})am,  and  well  worth  feeing.  The  feat  of  the 
£amily  is  now  in  Dorfetjhire  ;  but  hither  they  are  gene- 
rally all  brought,  when  they  die,  to  be  buried  with 
their  anceftors*. 

*  Bijham  Ahbey,  the  feat- of  Sir  John  Hobby  Mill,  is  very  well  fitu- 
atcd  on  the  banks  of  the  cIbamts  \  a  xange  of  wood  that  partly  furrounds 
it,  crowns  the  hills  in  a  very  noble  manner.    Youngs  EaJJern  Tour. 
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From  hence  we  fell  with  the  Thames  into  Maiden-  , 
head,  ana*  fo  came  into  t\\Q  London  road  again.  It  i3 
an  ancient  corporation  under  the  government,  of  an 
high  -fteward,  a  mayor,  fteward,  and  10  aldermen. 
The  mayor  for  the  time  being  is  cierk  to  the  market* 
and  coroner  i  and  he,  and  the  mayor  for  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  the  fteward,  are  juftices  of  the  peace. 
It  is  faid  to  have  had  its  name  from  an  head  worfhip- 
ped  there  before  the  Reformation,  of  one  of  the 
11,000  virgins,  "that,  the  legends  tell  us,  were  mar- 
tyred with  St.  Urfula :  yet  it  was  incorporated,  in 
■  the  26th  of  Edward  III.  by  the  name  of  The  Fra- 
ternity or  Guild  of  the  Brothers  and  Sifters  of  Maid- 
tn~hith.  The  town  is  a  large  thoroughfare,  with 
good  inns,  and  has  a  market^  weekly  every  Wednef- 
day.  It  lies  in  two  parifhes,  Bray  and  Cookham, 
Over  the  river  Thatnes,  which  divides  the  two  coun^ 
ties  of  Berkjbire  and  Buckingham,  is  now  erecting, 
and  nearly  iinifhed,  a  ftone  bridge,  on  a  noble  and 
fuperb  plan  ;  a  ?reat  ornament  on  the  high  road,  and 
emolument  to  the  corporation,  who,  by  a  late  a£fc  of 
parliament,  are  fuperintendents  of  the  bridge,  receive? 
the  tolls  for  the  prefent  building  and  future  prefer- 
yation  of  this  elegant  and  molt  ufeful  ftructure.  The 
chapel  in  the  town  is  a  neat  modern  building,  not 
iubjecl:  to  epifcopal  vifitation,  and  the  minifter  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  inhabitants. 

Not  far  from  Maidenhead,  at  Laurence-Waltham9 
was  a  confiderable  Roman  fort.  It  itood  in  a  field 
now  called  Weycock,  or  High-Rood ;  in  which  Roman 
coins  have  been  frequently  plowed  up. 

Leaving  Maidenhead,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  in  Buckingham/hire,  Clifden  offers  to  your  fight 
a  magnificent  and  delightful  palace,  firft  begun  by 
George  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.     The  late  Earl  of  Orkney,  to  whom  it  defcended 

by 
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1  by  marriage,  afterwards  greatly  improved  and  finifh-. 
i  ed  it.  It  had  the  honour  to  he  the  fummer  retreat  of 
I  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  ; 
j  who  farther  enlarged  both  houfe  and  gardens,  and 
Imade  them  moft  delightful  ;  infomuch  that  in  every 
[part,  nothing  is  offered  to  the  fight  but  the  molt, 
j  agreeable  grounds,  heightened  by  an  extenfive  and 
1  incomparable  view  of  the  river  Thames,  and  a  mofc 
j  beautiful  and  well  cultivated  country.  The  houfe  is 
la  ftately  regular  edifice,  and  the  rooms  fpacious  and 
j  noble.  In  the  grand  chamber,  the  tapefrry  hangings 
I  reprefent  the  battles  of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough* 
\  wrought  to  great  perfection,  by  order  of  the  late  Earl 
f  of  Orkney,  who  was  himfelf  an  officer  of  fuperior 
rank  in  thefe  glorious  campaigns.  On  the  front  of 
[the  houfe  is  raifed  a  molt:  noble  terras  walk,  faid  to 
be  higher  than  that  of  Windsor  caftle.  It  is  certain 
the  profpect.  is  equally  beautiful  and  extenfive.  This 
f  houfe  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  a  peer  of 
'  Ireland. 

Lower  down  the  river,  not  far  from  Maidenhead 
i bridge,  is  Bray,  a  pleafant  village,  in  which  are  fe- 
deral large  and  elegant  houfes.  Bray  is  alfo  famous 
for  its  vicar,  who,  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  Ed- 
ward VI.  Queen  Mary,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  all 
the  changes,  both  of  church  and  {late,  readily  con- 
formed to  each  eftablimment,  declaring,  as  the  fohg 
fays,  He  would  be  vicar  of  Bray  Jiill.  At  a  fmall 
diftance  in  the  river,  is  an  ait,  formed  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Marlborough  into  a  beautiful  retirement  for 
pleafure  orfiming  in  the  fummer- feafon.  The  build- 
ings upon  it  are  commodious,  are  in  an  elegant  tafte, 
and  highly  nniihed. 

Returning  again  into  the  great  Bath  road,  on  the 

right  hand   are   the  pleafant  villages   of  Taploc  and 

Burnbam.     Near  this  laft  place,  on  the  left  hand,  is 

VrMrcQ-mbe^  the  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  Eyre  - 
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Alfo  near  adjoining  are  the  ruins  of  the  abbey  of  Burn-* 
ham,  -' 

Pafling  over  a  fine  road,  through  a  moft  plea- 
fant  country  for  four  miles,  and  by  the  two  famous 
inns  at  Salt-Hill,  we  left  the  road  on  the  right,  and 
arrived  at  Eton  college.  This  college  was  founded 
by  King  Henry  VI.  A.  D.  1442  5  a  prince  munifi- 
cent in  noble  foundations  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  as  this  college  of  Eton,  and  King's  college, 
Cambridge,  bear  ample  teftimony. 

The  building  of  Eton,  except  the  great  fchool- 
room,  is  ancient ;  the  chapel  Gothic  j  but  the  whole 
has  been  repaired,  at  a  great  expence,  out  of  the  col- 
lege ftock,  within  thefe  few  years,  and  a  handfome 
library  built  for  the  reception  of  books. 

In  the  great  court,  a  copper  flatue  is  erected  to  the 
honour  of  the  royal  founder,  by  Dr.  Godolphin9  late 
dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  provoft  of  this  college  j  and 
the  library  has  received  feveral  confiderable  benefac- 
tions ;  particularly,  not  many  years  ago,  the  fine 
collection  of  Richard  Topham,  Efq;  formerly  keeper 
of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  Before  that,  a  collec- 
tion of  books,  valued  at  2000  /.  was  left  to  it  by  Dr. 
Waddington,  bifhop  of  Chichejler.  Dr.  Godolphin  a- 
forefaid,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  Nicholas  Man, 
Efq;  were  alfo  benefactors  to  this  library. 

The  gardens,  which  extend  from  the  college  down 
almoft  to  the  bank  of  the  Thames,  are  well  planted 
and  kept. 

The  college  was  amply  endowed  by  the  royal 
founder;  but  his  depofer  and  fucceiTor,  King  Ed 
ward  IV.  took  feveral  manors  from  Eton  college,  and 
bellowed  them  on  their  neighbours  at  Windfor  ;  and 
had  intended  to  have  taken  from  them  ftill  more,  had 
not  the  celebrated  Jane  Shore  *,  one  of  his  miftrefles, 

•■■  Her  pi&ure  is  believed  to  be  ftill  preferred  in  the  provoft's  lodge, 
at  King  1  College, 

folicited 
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folicited  in  their  behalf.  The  prefent  revenue  of  the 
college  is  about  5000  /.  per  annum,  and  maintains  a 
provoft,  a  vice-provoft,  and  fix  other  fellows,  and  70 
fcholars  on  the  foundation,  befides  a  full  choir  for 
the  chapel,  with  necefTary  officers  and  fervants.  The 
fchool  (which  ftands  foremoft  for  claffical  learning 
in  Britain)  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  lower,  and 
each  into  three  clafles  ;  each  fchool  has  one  mafter, 
and  four  affiftants  or  ufhers.  None  are  received  into 
the  upper  fchool,  till  they  can  make  Latin  verfes, 
and  have  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  Greek*  In  the 
lower  fchool  the  children  are  received  very  young, 
and  are  initiated  into  all  fchool-learning.  Befides 
the  feventy  fcholars  upon  the  foundation,  there  are 
always  abundance  of  children,  generally  fpeaking,  of 
the  beft  families,  and  of  perfons  of  distinction,  who 
are  boarded  in  the  houfes  of  the  townfmen. 

The  number  of  fcholars  inftructed  here  has  been 
from  five  to  fix  hundred  ;  but  of  late  years  it  has 
very  much  decreafed. 

The  election  of  fcholars  for  the  univerfity,  out  of 
this  fchool,  is  made  annually,  on  the  firft  Tuefday  in 
Auguft  :  In  order  to  it,  three  perfons  are  deputed, 
from  King's  college  in  Cambridge,  viz*  the  provoft: 
of  that  college,  one  fenior,  and  one  junior  po- 
fer,  fellows  of  the  fame,  who,  being  joined  by  the 
provoft,  vice-provoft,  and  head-mafter  of  Eton  col- 
lege, call  before  them  the  fcholars  of  the  upper  clafs  ; 
and,  examining  them  in  the  feveral  parts  of  their 
learning,  choofe  out  twelve  fuch  as  they  think  beft 
qualified,  and  enter  them  in  a  lift  for  the  univerfity. 
Thefe  youths  are  not  immediately  removed  from  the 
fchool,  but  wait  till  vacancies  fall  in  King's  college; 
and,  as  fuch  happen,  they  are  then  taken  as  they  ftand 
in  feniority  in  the -roll  of  election. 

When  a  fcholar  from  Eton  comes  to  King's  college, 

he  is  received  upon  the  foundation,  and  purfues  his 

itudies  there  for  three  years :    after  which,   he  be- 
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comes  fellow,  unlefs  he  has  forfeited  his  right  by 
mifbehaviour,  marriage,  or  ecclefiaftical  preferment, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  ftatutes. 

The  apartments  of  the  provofts  and  fellows  are 
very  handibme  and  commodious,  and  each  have  fe- 
parate  gardens. 

In  the  town  of  Eton  is  lately  built  a  neat  chapel 
for  public  worfhip,  for  the  uk  of  the  parimioners. 
This  chapel  was  built  at  the  fole  expence  of  the  Rev.. 
Mr.  Hetherington,  a  gentleman  now  living,  fome 
time  fellow  of  the  college,  whofe  good,  deeds  alfa 
lately  extended  to  the  unfortunate  and  indigent,  by 
the  great  and  beneficial  aid  and  fupport  of  the  blind  : 
A  charity  fingular,  and  well  eftablifhed  by  the  gene*- 
rous  benefactor  in  his  lifetime,  and  of  which  he  has 
appointed  a  fuccellion  of  truftees  for  its  future  regu- 
lation and  fecurity. 

I  am  now  come  to  TVlndfor,  fo  called  from  its 
winding  banks,  or  [bore ;  where  I  muft,  for  awhile, 
quit  the  fubjecl:  of  trade  and  navigation,  in  order  to 
defcribe  the  moil  beautiful  and  pleafantly  fituated 
caftle,  and  royal  palace,  in  Great  Britain. 

William  the  Norman  was  the  firft  of  our  Englljh 
monarchs  who  diftinguifhed  Wlndfor*  That  prince, 
who  delighted  much  in  hunting,  rinding  it  a  fituation 
proper  for  that  purpofe3  and,  as  he  faid  of  it,  a  fuit- 
able  place  for  the  entertainment  of  kings,  agreed  with 
the  abbot  of '  Wejlmlnjler  for  an  exchange,  and  fo  took 
poiTeffion  of  it.  He  built  a  caftle  here,  and  had  fe- 
veral  little  lodges,  or  hunting-houfes,  in  the  foreft 
adjoining ;  and  frequently  lodged,  for  the  conve- 
niency  of  his  fport,  in  an  houfe  which  the  monks, 
before  enjoyed,  near  or  in  the  town  of  TVlndfor ;  for 
the  town  is  much  more  ancient  than  the  prefent  caftle, 
and  was  an  eminent  pafs  upon  the  Thames  in  the  reigns 
©f  the  Saxon  kings. 

Henry  L  rebuilt  and  fortified  it,  fumrnoning  all  his 

nobility 
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nobility  to  attend  him  here,  at  Wbitfunude^  in  the 
10th  year  of*  his  reign.  Here  Edward  I.  had  four 
children  born  by  his  Queen  Eleanor^  who  took  great 
delight  in  this  fituation  :  but  it  did  not  arrive  at  fui - 
ther  magnificence  till  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III. 
who,  being  called  Edward  of  Windf or,  becaufe  there 
born.,  and  taking  an  extreme  liking  to  this  place,  re- 
folved  to  nx  his  fummer-refidence  here  ;  and,  accor- 
dingly, laid  out,  himfelf,  the  plan  of  that  magnifi- 
cent palace,  which,  as  to  outward  form  and  buildings 
we  now  fee  there  :  for  whatever  has  been  done,  as  to- 
beautifying,  altering,  or  amending,  the  infide  and 
apartments,  nothing  has  been  added  to  the  building 
itielf,  except  that  noble  terrace  which  runs  under  the 
north  front,  and  leads  to  the  green  on  the  park,  at; 
the  eaft  fide  or  end  of  it,  along  which  the  fine  lodg- 
ings, and  royal  apartments,  were  at  firft  built ;  all 
the  north  part  being  then  taken  up  in  rooms  of  Hate, 
and  halls  for  public  balls,  &c. 

The  houfe  itfelf  was  indeed  a  palace,,  and  without 
any  appearance  of  a  fortification  ;  but  when  the 
building  was  brought  on  to  the  {lope  of  the  hill  on 
the  town-fide,  the  king  added  ditches,  ramparts,  the' 
round  tower,  and  feveral  other  places  of  ftrength  5 
and  thence  it  was  called  a  caftle. 

The  terrace  is  a  truly  magnificent  work  :  for,  as  it 
is  raifed  on  a  fteep  declivity  of  the  hill,  it  was  ne- 
ceifarily  cut  down  a  very  great  depth,  to  bring  the 
foundation  to  a  flat  equal  to  the  breadth  which  was 
to  be  formed  above.  From'  the  foundation  it  was 
raifed  by  folid  ftone-work  of  a  vaft  thicknefs,  with 
crofs  wails  of  ftone,  for  banding  trie  front,  and  pre- 
venting any  thruft  from  the  weight  of  earth  within  ; 
but  a  gentle  flope  would  have  been  better  in  all  re- 
fpctvts. 

This  noble  walk  is  covered  with  fine  gravel,  and 
has  cavities,  with  drains,  to  carry  off  the  water;  by 
which  means,  no  rain  reftson  the  terrace^  but  is  dry, 

and 
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and  fit  to  walk  on,  after  the  greateft  £howersr  The 
breadth  of  this  walk  is  very  fpacious  on  the  north 
fide ;  on  the  eaft  fide  it  is  narrower.  Neither  Ver- 
fatlles,  nor  any  of  the  royal  palaces  in  France?  Naples? 
or  Rome,  can  fhew  any  thing  like  this. 

At  the  end  of  this  walk,  leading  into  the  park, 
King  Charles  I.  built  a  gate  ;  and  his  fon  Charles  IL 
adorned  this  auguft  palace  with  a  well-ordered  maga- 
zine of  arms,  many  curious  paintings,  and  other  im- 
provements -,  which  were  continued  by  King  James  IL 
and  William  III. 

The  caftle  contains  two  fquare  courts,,  with  a  tower 
between  them  j  which  fome  diftinguifh  by  the  name, 
of  fo  many  wards,  as  the  higher  ward  is  the  inner 
fquare  court,  the  middle  ward  is  the  tower,  and  the 
lower  ward  is  the  outer  fquare  court. 

At  the  north-eaft  corner  of  this  terrace  is  a  draw- 
bridge, by  which  you  go  off  upon  the  plain  of  the 
park,  on  the  edge  of  which  the  profpecl:  of  the  ter- 
race is  doubled  by  a  vifta,  fouth  over  the  park,  and 
quite  up  to  the  great  park,  and  towards  the  foreft. 

From  this  lofty  terrace  the  people  within  have  an 
egrefs  to  the  park,  and  to  a  moft  beautiful  walk, 
which  neither  King  Edward  III.  nor  his  fucceflbrs, 
for  fome  hundreds  of  years,  knew  any  thing  of;  all 
their  profpecl:  being  from  the  windows  of  the  caftle. 

On  that  fide  of  the  building  which  looks  out  upon 
the  terrace,  are  all  the  royal  apartments ;  thofe  of 
King  Edward  III.  which  were  on  the  eaft  fide,  being 
now  allotted  to  great  officers  of  ftate. 

You  mount  into  the  royal  apartments  by  feveral 
back  flairs,  but  the  public  way  is  up  a  fmall  afcent 
to  a  fiat,  or  half-pace,  where  are  two  entries  of  ftate 
by  two  magnificent  ftair-cafes  ;  one  on  the  left  hand 
to  the  royal  apartments,  and  the  other  on  the  right, 
to  St.  George's-hally  and  the  royal  chapel. 

Before  the  entrance  to  thefe,  on  either  fide,  you 
pafs  through  the  guard-chambers,  where  you  fee  tfce 

walls 
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walk  furnifhed  with  arms,  and  the  king's  yeomen  of 
the  guard  keeping  their  ftation.  Thefe  rooms  lead 
as  well  to  the  fine  lodgings,  as  to  St.  George\-hall.^ 

In  the  cieling  is  Britannia  on  a  globe,  the  Indies 
offering  her  riches,  and  Europa  prefenting  her  with  a 
crown,  furrounded  with  a  circle  in  form  of  a  fnake. 
Thefe  chambers  are  adorned  with  a  fine  picture  of 
Prince  George  of  Denmark  on  horfeback  over  the 
chimney  in  one  of  them,  and  of  Charles  XII.  king  of 
Sweden  over  the  other.  There  are  alfo  the  admirable 
pieces  of  Judith  and  Holof ernes,  Mary  Magdalen,  the 
Roman  charity,  the  murder  of  the  Innocents ,  Jupiter 
and  Leda,  fruit-pieces,  t3V.  in  the  dining-room  ; 
canopies  of  ftate,  which  exceed  defcription,  inefti- 
mable  pictures,  in  the  clofet,  and  little  gallery ;  with 
that  of  Englijh  beauties,  which  alone,  fays  a  connoif- 
feur  in  painting,  are  worth  a  ftranger's  coming  to 
England  to  fee. 

In  the  royal  lodgings  there  have  been,  and  are  now 
making  fo  many  alterations  and  removal  of  the  paint- 
ings and  furniture,  that  there  can  be  no  entering  up- 
on a  particular  defcription.  In  the  chimney-piece  of 
one  of  thefe  apartments,  is  a  piece  of  needle-work 
exquifitely  fine,  performed,  as  they  fay,  by  the  Queen 
of  Scots,  during  the  time  of  her  confinement  in  Fo- 
theringay-caftle.  There  are  feveral  family- pictures  in 
the  chimney-pieces,  and  other  parts  of  thefe  lodgings, 
which  are  very  valuable, 

Thefe  rooms  look  all  out  north  towards  the  ter- 
race, and  over  part  of  the  fineft  and  richeft  vale 
in  the  world  ;  which  along  the .  courfe  of  the  river 
Thames,  with  very  little  interruption,  reaches  to,  and 
includes,  the  city  of  London  eaft,  and  the  city  of  0#- 
fordv/eft-,  the  river,  with  a  beautiful  winding  ftream, 
gliding  gently  through  the  middle  of  it,  and  enrich- 
ing,  by  its  navigation,  both  the  land  and  the  people, 
©n  every  fide. 

It  may  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  of  the  beauties 

and 


64  BERKSHIRE. 

and  ornaments  of  St.  Georgia-hall,  though  nothing- 
can  be  faid  equal  to  what  the  eye  may  be  witnefs  to. 
It  is  very  wide  and  long,  and  was  originally  ufed  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  at 
their  inftallation.  It  is  furprifmg,  at  the  firft  en- 
trance, to  fee  at  the  upper  end  the  picture  of  King 
William  on  horfe-back  ;  under  him  an  afcent  with 
marble  fteps,  a  ballu {trade,  and  an  half-pace,  which 
formerly  was  actually  there,  with  room  for  a  throne, 
or  chair  of  ftate,  for  the  Sovereign  to  fit  on,  when  on 
public  days  he  thought  fit  to  appear  in  ceremony. 

Here  we  may  alfo  admire  the  picture  of  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  reprefenting  the  kings  of  France  and 
Scotland,  his  prifoners,  to  his  father  }Ling'Edward  III. 
fitting  on  a  throne  :  nor  would  I  pais  over  in  filence 
the  reprefentation  of  the  triumphs  of  King  Charles  II. 
over  rebellion,  and  falfe  patriotifm. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  hall  is  the  chapel  royal,  the 
neateft  and  fiheft  of  the  kind  in  England:  the  carved 
work  is  beyond  any  that  can  be  feen  in  the  kingdom. 
This  chapel  is  paved  with  marble,  and  the  walls  are 
painted  with  the  hiftories  of  the  New  Tefiament.  The 
altar-piece*  reprefents  the  inftitution  of  the  Eucharift, 
and  on  the  cieling  is  painted  a  view  of  our  Lord's 
afcenfion. 

After  we  had  fpent  fome  hours  in  viewing  all  that 
was  curious  on  this  fide,  we  came  down  to  the  don- 
gon,  or  Round  Tower,  which  goes  up  a  long,  but 
eafy  afcent  of  fteps,  and  is  very  high.  Here  we  were 
obliged  to  deliver  up  our  fwords,  but  no  where  elfe  -y 
though  here  is  nothing  curious.'  The  governor's  or 
conftable's  lodgings  are  neatly  furnifhed,  but  no  ways 
extraordinary. 

i   From  this   tower  you   fee   St.  Paul's  cathedral  at 
London,  very-  plainly  *. 

*  Acentinel  is  raid  to  have  faved  himfelf  from  puniftroeot  for  nfglecTi 
of  duty,  by  affirming,  that  he  heard  St.  Paul's  clock  ilrike  thirteen  at 
Bfiidnight,  which  upon  enquiry  proved  to  be  true, 

Cominp: 
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Coming  down  from  hence,  we  entered  into  the 
lower  court,  where  are  the  great  chapel  of  St.  George, 
belonging  to  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  the  houie 
or  college  for  the  poor  knights,  as  they  are  called, 
24  in  number. 

.  I  might  go  back  here  to  the  hiftory  of  the  order  of 
the  garter,  the  inftitution  of  which  by  King  Edward 
III.  had  its  original  here  :  but  this  is  done  fo  fully 
in  the  late  Hi/lory  of '  JVindfor-CaJlle,  and  the  Order  of 
the  Garter,  and  by  other  authors,  that  I  mall  only 
mention,  that  this  order  was  not  founded  on  the 
Countefs  of  Salijhury's  garter,  as  Poly  dor  e  Virgil  idly 
afferts ;  but  on  that  martial  king's  own  garter,  which 
he"  gave  as  the  fignal  at  the  glorious  battle  of  CreJJi9 
as  St.  George  was  given  for  the  word  of  the  day  : 
to  commemorate  which,  he  inftituted  this  order. 

The  firft  knights,  though  not  all  noblemen,  were 
men  of.  great  characters,  and  eminent,  either  in  the 
army,  or  in  the  civil  adrniniitration,  and  fuch  as  the 
Sovereign  did  not  think  it  below  him  to  make  his 
companions. 

,  The  lower  court  of  the  cafcle,  although  not  fo 
diftinguifhed  by  lodgings  and  rooms  of  ftate  is  ne- 
verthelefs  particularly  remarkable  for  the  fine  cha~ 
pel  of  the  order,  a  moft  beautiful  and  magnificent 
work,  and  which  fhews  the  greatnefs  not  only  of  the 
court  in  thofe  days,  but  the  fpirit  and  genius  of  the 
magnanimous  founder.  The  chapel  is  not  only  fine 
within,  but  the  workmanfhip  without  is  extraordi- 
nary. Kings-College  chapel  at  Cambridge,'  built  by 
Henry  VI.  and  Henry  VII. 's  chapel  in  Wejlminjler- 
Abbey,  are  fine  buildings  ;  but  they  are  modern, 
compared  to  this,  which  was  begun,  as  appears  by  the 
dates  upon  the  walls  in  the  year  1337. 

The  coats  of  arms,  and  the  various  imagery  and 
other  ornaments,  both  infide  and  cutfide,  not  only  of 
the  king,  but  of  feveral  of  the  firff.  knights  compa- 
nions, 
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nions,-  are  wonderfully  finifhed  ;  and   the  work  Ite 
Hood  out  againft  the  injury  of  time,  to  admiration. 

It  is  ©bfervable,  that  King  Edward  owns  this  cha- 
pel was  begun  by  his  anceftors ;  and  fome  think  it 
was  by  Edward  I.  and  that  he  himfelf  was  baptized 
in  it  5  and  there  was  a  caftle  built  by  William  I.  As 
to  the  chapel,  which  was  then  called  a  church,  or  ar 
convent,  King  Edward  III.  did  not  pull  down  the 
old  building  entirely  ;  but  he  added  all  the  choir  to 
the  firft  model,  and  feveral  other  proper  parts  for  the 
purpofes  intended  5  as  houfes  and  handfome  apart- 
ments for  the  canons,  and  other  perfons  belonging  to 
the  church,  which  are  generally  fituated  on  the  north- 
fide  of  the  fquare,  out  of  fight,  or  rather  fcreenedr 
from  the  common  view  by  the  church  itfelf ;  which 
dwellings  are,  notwithftanding,  very  good.  Then, 
the  king  finifhed  it,  in  the  manner  we  now  fee  it.  As 
for  the  old  caftle,  built  by  William  I.  the  king  pulled- 
it  down  to  the  foundation,  forming  a  new  building 
according  to  the  prefent  plan,  and  which  flood,  as 
above,  to  the  time  of  King  Charles  II.  without  any 
alteration. 

In  the  choir  are  the  flails  for  the  knights  of  tire 
order,  with  a  throne  for  the  Sovereign  :  alfo,  flails 
in  the  middle  of  it,  for  18  poor  knights-penfioners.. 
They  are  clothed  in  a  red  cloth  caflbck,  and  a  purple 
mantle,  with  a  St.  George's  crofson  the  left fhoulder ; 
and  are  ohliged  to  go,  clothed  in  this  manner,  twice 
a  day  to  church,  to  pray  for  the  Sovereign  and  knights 
of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  garter. 

Here  are  to  be  feen  the  banners  of  the  knights  who 
now  enjoy  the  honour  of  the  garter.  When  they  die,, 
thofe  banners  are  taken  down,  and  the  coat  of  arms 
of  the  deceafed  knight  fet  up  in  the  place  allotted  for 
thofe  arms  over  the  fmall  ftali :  So  that  thofe  coats  of 
arms  are  a  living  hiftory,  or  rather  a  record,  of  all 
the  knights  that  ever  have  been  fince  the  firft  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  order,  and  how  they  fucceeded  one  ano- 
ther i 
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ther  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  kings,  emperors,  and 
fovereign  princes,  have  not  thought  it  below  them  to 
!  accept  of  the  honour  of  being  knights  companions  of 
the  order  j  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  noted, 
to  the  honour  of  the  Engltjh  crown,  that  our  kings 
I  have  never  thought  fit  to  accept  of  any  of  their  orders 
abroad,  of  what  kind  foever. 

Several  kings,  and  perfons  of  high  rank,  have  been 
buried  alfo  in  this  chapel ;  as  King  Henry  VI.  his 
rival  and  fucceflbr  King  Edward  IV.  Henry  VIII. 
his  Queen  Jane  Seymour ■,  King  Charles  I.  and  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Queen  Anne.  Here  alfo  is  the 
family  burying-place  of  the  dukes  of  Beaufort^  who 
are  a  natural  branch  of  the  royal  family  of  Lancajler. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  monuments  of  the  nobility 
and  learned  men  in  this  chapel,  which  are  collected 
and  fet  down  in  the  above  Hijiory  of  this  cajlh  and 
chapel^  to  which  I  refer. 

Adjoining  to  the  eaft  end  of  this  chapel,  is  a  fine 
edifice,  of  like  building,  erected  by  King  Henry  VII. 
for  a  burial-place  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  kings 
of  England;  but  this  prince  afterwards  altering  his 
purpofe,  began  the  more  noble  edifice  at  Wejlminjler, 
and  this  fabric  remained  neglected  till  Cardinal  WoU 
fey  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from  his  royal  mafter  Henry 
VIII.  and  with  a  profufion  of  expence,  unknown  to 
former  ages,  defigned  and  began  here  a  moft  fump- 
tuous  monument  for  himfelf;  whence  this  building 
obtained  the  name  of  IVolfey's  Tomb-houfe^  and,  by 
the  inattention  of  hiftorians,  a  miftaken  opinion  pre- 
vails, that  the  whole  building  was  at  firft.  erected  by 
that  cardinal.  This  monument  was  fo  glorious,  as 
Lord  Bacon  obferves  in  his  life  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
that  it  far  exceeded  that  of  King  Henry  VII.  in  Wefl- 
minfter- Abbey  \  and  at  the  time  of  the  cardinal's  dif- 
grace,  the  defign  was  fo  far  executed,  that  4250  du- 
cats had  been,  paid  to  the  ftatuary,  and  380/.  fterling 
to  the  gilder,  for  what  had  been  in  part  done.     But 

fo 
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fo  i  11  u five  are  human  'purpofes,  that  the  cardinal  dy- 
ing foon  after  his  retirement  from  court,,  he  was  pri-? 
vately  buried  at  Leicefler,  where  he  died  in  his  way 
to  London  in  cuftody;  and  at  lall  [anno  1646)  hig 
monument  remaining  unfinifhed,  became  the  plunder 
of  the  factious,  and  the  ftatue  and  figures  of  gilt  cop- 
per.of  exquifite  workmanfhip,  made  for  the  ornament 
of  the  tomb,  fold  to  help  to  carry  on  the  civil  war 
on  the  parliament's  fide  of  the  queflion. 

King  'James  II.  converted  this  building  into  a  cha- 
pel for  the  fervice  of  Popery,  and  mafs  was  publicly 
performed  here  ;  and  Verrlo  the  famous  painter,  who 
had  been  many  years  employed  in  painting  the  royal- 
apartments,  painted  this  chapel  alfo.  Pity  it  is,  that 
this  building,  which  might  be  an  ornament,  fhould 
be  fufFered  to  run  to  ruin,  and  ftand  the  mark  of 
public  refentment,  for  being  once  employed  in  a  fer- 
vice difagreeable  to  a  Proteflant  people  :  but  certain 
it  is,  fince  that  prince's  reign,  it  has  been  entirely 
neglected,  and  being  no  appendage  to  the  collegiate 
church,  waits  the  royal  favour  to  retrieve  it  from  the 
clifgrace  of  its  prefent  fituation. 

This  tomb-houfe,  in  the  year  1759*  buffered  by 
high  winds,  and  probably  will  not  be  many  years> 
able  to  refill  corroding  time  and  tempeftuous  weather  ; 
given  up,  as  it  long  has  been,  to  neglec~t  and  ruin. 

All  the  ceremonies  obferved  here  in  the  inftalment 
of  the  knights,  are  fo  fully  fet  down  in  Mr.  AJhmole's 
and  the  above  hiftory  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  that 
nothing  can  be  faid  but  what  muff,  be  a  copy  from 
them. 

As  the  upper  court  and  building  are  fronted  with 
the  fine  terrace,  fo  the  lower  court,  where  this  beau- 
tiful chapel  {lands,  is  encompaiTed  with  a  very  high 
wall,  which  goes  round  the  well  end  of  the  court  to 
the  gate;  and  looking  fouth,  leads  into  the  town, 
as  the  gate  of  the  upper  court  looks  likewife  fouth- 
eail  into  the  little  park. 

The 
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The  parks  about  Windfor  are  very  agreeable  and 
fpacious  :  The  little  park,  as  it  is  called,  is  above  3 
miles  round,  the  great  one  14,  and  the  foreft  above 
30.  The  firft  is  peculiar  to  the  court,  the  others 
are  open  for  riding,  hunting,  and  taking  the  air,  for 
any  gentlemen. 

The  fituation  of  Windfor  is  mod  pleafant  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  in  the  midft  of  delightful  val- 
lies  ;  and  many  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  family 
conftantly  refide  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood* 
His  Majefty  is  at  prefent,  1 778,  enlarging  and  great- 
ly improving  a  pleafant  houfe  of  retirement  belonging 
to  the  palace,  in  which,  with  the  Queen,  his  Maje- 
fty has  lately  occafionally  refided ;  and  it  is  thought, 
that  this  pleafing  habitation  will  be  appropriated  to 
the  future  refidence  of  her  Majefty. 

The  Duke  of  St.  Albans  has  here  a  handfome  houfe 
and  gardens. 

The  great  park  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town, 
and,  by  a  moft  delightful  road  or  long  walk,  through 
a  double  plantation  of  trees  on  each  fide,  leads  to  the 
ranger  or  keeper's  lodge,  the  refidence  of  his  late 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of :  Cumberland,  who  great- 
ly improved  the  natural  beauties  of  this  park,  and 
by  large  plantations  of  trees,  extenfive  lawns,  new 
roads,  fpacious  canals,  and  rivers  of  water,  made 
this  W//#  a-moft  delightful  and  princely  habitation,, 
This  park  is  14  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  well 
flocked  with  deer  and  variety  of  other  game ;  many 
foreign  beafts  and  birds  were  here  alio  kept  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  who  daily  added  to  the  improve- 
ments therein. 

The  new-ere£ted  building  on  Shrub'  s-hill,  over  a 
beautiful  verdure  and  young  plantation  of  trees,  is 
very  elegant,  and  forms  the  moft  delightful  rural 
fcene.  The  noble  piece  of  water  in  the  valley  un- 
derneath was  effected  at  a  large  expence,  and  from 
many  fmall  ftreams  or  currents  of  water,   is  now 

made 
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made  a  fpacious  river,  capable  to  carry  barges  and 
boats  of  pleafure  with  freedom.  His  Royal  Highr 
nefs  alfo  erected  over  this  river  a  bridge  of  molt  cur 
rious  architecture,  on  a  noble  and  bold  plan,  being  a 
/ingle  arch,  165  feet  wide.  This  piece  of  water  is  a 
great  ornament  to  the  park,  and  terminates  in  a  grot- 
to, and  large  cafcade,  or  fall  of  water,  which  was 
nearly  ruined  by  a  great  rain  and  inundation  in  1768; 
and  whilfl  the  beauties  of  nature  were  thus  affifted  by 
art,  what  might  not  have  been  expected  in  a  few 
years  from  fuch  noble  and  extenfive  defigns,  under 
the  guidance  of  fo  munificent  and  royal  an  intendant ! 

Neither  was  the  attention  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
confined  to  this  park  only,  but  extended  in  like  man- 
ner to  the  adjoining  foreft,  that  fcene  of  rural  diver- 
fion,  and  place  of  refidence  of  the  royal  game. 

In  this  extenfive  track  of  land  are  feveral  agreeable 
towns  and  villages,  of  which  Oakingham  and  War- 
grave  are  confiderable. 

Oakingham  is  a  pretty  large  and  well-frequented 
market-town  on  Tuefdays.  It  has  three  fairs,  and 
contains  feveral  ftreets,  a  free-fchool,  an  hofpital, 
and  a  market-houfe,  which  ftands  in  the  center.  It 
is  governed  by  an  alderman,  recorder,,  and  capital 
burgefles  ;  and  is  chiefly  fupported  by  a  manufacture 
of  cloth. 

War  grave,  though  now  much  neglected,  was  for- 
merly a  market-town,  and  part  of  the  poffeflions  of 
Queen  Emma,  who  patted  the  fiery  trial,  or  the  Or-\ 
deal  of  the  Saxons,  £or  female  purity. 

Cr anb or ne -lodge,  in  this  neighbourhood,  belongs  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucejier,  the  pre-; 
fent  ranger  of  the  foreft.  His  Royal  Highnefs  has 
lately  built,  on  an  adjacent  hill,  an  elegant  manfion, 
called  Gloucejier  Lodge,  which  commands  a  like  noble 
and  beautiful  profpeit. 

As  for  the  town  of  Windfor,  it  has  belonged  to  the 
crown  ever  fince  the  x:onqueft.     It  contains  feveral 

ftreets, 
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ftreets,  fo me  of  which  lie  about  the  caftle ;  but  the 
principal  looks  fouthward,  and  is  adorned  with  very 
good  private  buildings,  and  an  handfome  town-hall, 
built  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  It  arofe  out 
of  the  ruins  of  Old  Whtdfor,  which  decayed  in  pro- 
portion as  the  new  town  advanced.  It  was  confti- 
tuted  a  free  "borough  by  King  Edward  I.  with  many 
privileges,  v/hich  it  enjoys  at  prefent.  The  corpo- 
ration .confifts  of  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  and  28  bur- 
^eflfes,  chofen  out  of  the  inhabitants  ;  thirteen  of 
whom  are  called  fellows  or  benchers  of  the  Guild ; 
and  ten  of  thefe  are  ftyled  aldermen,  or  chief  bench- 
ers, out  of  whom  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  are  chofen* 
This  town  returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

The  parifh-church  is  a  fpacious  ancient  building, 
ituated  in  the  high  ftreet  of  the  town,  which  is  paved 
.ike  London,  and  in  which  alfo  is  erected  the  Guild 
Dr  town-houfe,  a  neat  regular  edifice,  fupported  and 
idorned  v/ith  columns  and  arches  of  Portland  ftone. 
The  hall  is  a  handfome  large  room,  well  adapted  for 
:he  meeting  of  the  mayor  and  corporation,  for  the 
Dufinefs  of  the  borough. 

In  the  area  underneath  the  town-hall,  is  kept  a 
iweekly  market,  every  Saturday,  which  is  plentifully 
jfupplied  with  corn,  meat,  fifh,  and  all  other  provi- 
;(ions. 

Sunning-hill,  Inglejidd-Green,  Old  Windfor,  Dat~ 
zhet,  Cooper's  bill,  Langley-Park,  Percy-Lodge,  Stoke- 
Green,  Furnham,  Eajl  Burnhams,  Tapley,  and  other 
fituations  equally  beautiful,  are  defervedly  celebrated, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  delightful  palace. 

I  left  Windfor,  and  pairing  by  Ditton  Park,  (a  feat 
:>f  the  late  Duke  of  Montagu,  now  belonging  to  Lord 
Beaulieu,  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  and  co- 
iheirefles  of  that  great  and  humane  nobleman),  and 
iftruck  again  into  the  London  road  at  Colnbrook,  patted 
over  the  heath  and  town  of  Hounjlow,  alfo  Brentford^ 
\Hammerfmith,  and  Kenfington,  to  London. 

LET- 
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Containing  a   defcription   of  the  city  of  London,    erf 
'  taking  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  borough  of  South* 
wark,  and  the  buildings  circumjacent. 

LONDON,  as  a  city  only,  and  as  its  walls  and 
I  liberties  line  it  out,  might  be  viewed  in  a 
fmaller  compafs  than  what  we  propofe  to  confider  it 
in  :  for,  when  I  fpeak  of  London,  in  the  modern  ac- 
ceptation, I  take  in  ail  that  vaft  mafs  of  buildings 
reaching  from  Blackwall  in  the  eaft,  to  Tothill-fields  in 
the  weft;  and  extended  in  an  unequal  breadth,  from 
the  bridge  or  river  in  the  fouth,  to  IJIington  north  ; 
and  from  lord  Grofjenors  beyond  Abingdon-Street, 
to  Cavendijh-fquarc  \  and  all  the  new.  buildings  by  and 
beyond  Grofuenor and  Hanover  fquaresto  the  Brentford 
road  one  way,  to  the  Atton  road  another  ;  a  prodigy 
of  buildings,  that  nothing  in  the  world  does,  or  ever 
did,   furpafs. 

London^  as  to  its  figure,  is  ftretched  out  in  buildings 
at  the  pleafure  of  every  undertaker  of  them,  and  as  the 
convenience  of.  the  people  directs,  whether  for  trade  or 
otherwife. 

Mr.  Maitland  fays,  that  in  the  year  1732,  he 
meafured  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  city  and 
fnburbs  with  a  "preambulator,  and  found  the  extent 
as  follows  : 

Length,  from  the  upper  end  of  Knightsbridge  in 
the  weft,  to  Robin-Hood- Lane,  at  the  lower  end  of 
Poplar  m  the  eaft,  kven  miles  and  a  half.  j 

Length,  from  Robin- Hood- Lane,  back  again,  coaft- 
ing  the°river  weft  ward,  to  Peterborough  houfe,  at  the 
fouth  end  of  MUlbank-Rovj,  above  the  horfe  ferry, 
frefiminfter*  fix  miles  and  three  quarters. 

J       J  BrcadtKJ  I 
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Breadth,  from  Jeffery's  almfhoufes,  in  Kingjland 
Road,  to  the  upper  end  of  Camberwell  Road,  New- 
wgton  Butts,  three  miles. 

Within  this  extenfive  area  there  were  computed  to 
)e  5099  ftreets,  lanes,  fquares,  &c.  compofed  of 
^5,968  houfes  ;  but  fo  many  of  the  old  ftreets  have 
>een  fince  altered,  and  fo  many  new  ftreets  added, 
:hat  however  right  this  computation  was  at  that  time, 
t  can  now  be  no  longer  fo. 

We  fee  feveral  villages,  formerly  ftanding,  as  it 
vere,  in  the  country,  and  at  a  great  diftance,  now 
oined  to  the  ftreets  by  continued  buildings  ;  and 
nore  making  hafte  to  meet  in  like  manner.  For  ex- 
imple, 

1.  Deptford:  this  town  was  formerly  reckoned  at 
eaft  two  miles  from  Rotberbitb,  and  that  over  the 
narfhes  too,  a  place  unlikely  ever  to  be  inhabited  ; 
md  yet  now,  by  the  increafe  of  buildings  in  that  town 
tfelf,  and  the  many  ftreets  erected  at  Rotberbitb,  and 
>y  the  docks  and  building-yards  on  the  river-^fide 
vhich  ftand  between  both,  the  town  of  Deptford \ 
md  the  ftreets  of  Rotbe?'bitb,  are  in  a  manner  joined, 
ind  the  buildings  daily  increafing  ;  fo  that  Deptford 
nay  be  reckoned  a  part  of  the  great  mafs,  and  infi- 
nitely full  of  people  alfo :  and  were  the  town  of 
Deptford  now  Separated,  and  rated  by  itfelf,  I  be- 
ieve  it  contains  more  people  and  ftands  upon  more 
ground  than  the  city  of  Wells. 

2.  The  village  of  Ifington,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
:ity,  is  in  like  manner  joined  to  the  ftreets  of  London^ 
and  the  fame  may  be  faid, 

3.  Of  Mile  end,  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  town. 

4.  Newington-butts,  in  Surry,  reaches  out  her  hand 
lorth,  and  is  fo  joined  to  Soutbiuark,  that  it  cannot 
low  be  properly  called  a  town  by  itfelf,  but  a  kind 
)f  fuburb  to  the  borough  ;  and  if,  as  once  was  talked 
:>f,  St.  George' s-f  elds  fhould  be  built  into  fquares  and 
;  Vol.  II.  E  ftreets* 
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ftxeets,  Newington,  Lambeth,  and  the  Borough,  would 
make  but  one  Soutbwark. 

That  Weftmlnfter  is  in  a  fair  way  to  join  hands 
with  Chelfea,  as  St.  Giles's  is  with  Marybone,  and 
Great  Rujfel-Jlreet  by  the  Mufeum,  with  Tottenham* 
court,  is  very  evident  :  *  and  yet  all  thefe,  put  toge- 
ther, may  {till  be  called  London.  Whither  will  this 
city  then  extend,  and  where  mull  a  circumvallation- 
line  of  it  be  placed  ? 

Sir  William  Petty,  famous  for  his  political  arith- 
metic, fuppofed  the  City,  at  his  laft  calculation,  to 
contain  a  million  of  people,  and  this  he  judged  from 
the  number  of  births  and  burials.  According  to  this 
rule,  by  what  is  known  of  the  increafe  of  births 
and  burials,  as  well  as  buildings,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  muft  be  confiderably  increafed.  The  beffc 
modern  calculations,  however,  make  it  fall  much 
ihcrt  of  a  million.  Mr.  Enfield,  in  his  Hi/lory  of 
Liverpool,  makes  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Lon- 
don only  651,580. 

The  government  of  this  city,  in  particular,  and 
abstractedly  considered,  is  by  the  lord  mayor,  25 
other  aldermen,  two  fheriffs,  the  recorder,  and 
common  council  ;  but  the  jurifdiction  of  thefe  is 
confined  to  that  part  only  which  they  Call  the  city, 
and  its  liberties,  which  are  marked  out,  except  the 
Borough,  by  the  walls  and  the  bars,  as  they  are 
called. 

Befides  this,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
London  have  a  right  prefidial  in  Southwark,  and  hold 
frequent  courts  at  St.  Margaret' s-hill  in  the  Borough: 
they  are  alfo  confervators  of  the  bridge,  and  the  bridge 
jtfelf  is  their  particular  jurisdiction. 

The  lord  mayor,  &c.  are  confervators  of  the  river 
Thames,  from  Staines  bridge  in  Surry  and  Middle/ex, 

*  This  is  actually  the  cafe  with  the  two  latter,  and  almoii  fo  with 
the  former. 
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to  the  river  Meclway  in  Kent,  and,  as  fonie  infill,  up 
the  Medway  to  Rochefter  bridge. 

The  government  of  the  out-parts  is  byjuflicesof 
the  peace,  and  by  the  flieriffs  of  London,  who  are  like- 
wife  fherirFs  of  Middlesex ;  and  the  government  of 
Weftminfter  is  by  an  high  bailiff,  constituted  by  the 
!  dean  and  chapter,  to  whom  the  civil  adminiftration 
is  committed,  and  who  prefides  in  elections  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Wejiminjler,  and  returns  the  can- 
didates who  are  chofen. 

The  remaining  part  of  Southwark  fide,  where  the 
city  jurifdiclion  does  not  obtain,  is  governed  alfo by  a 
bench  of  juftices,  and  their  proper  fubftituted  peace- 
officers,  excepting  out  of  this  the  privileges  of  the 
Marjhalfea,  or  of  the  MarJhaVs  Court,  the  privilege  of 
the  Ma'Jhal  of  the  King  s  Bench,  and  the  like. 

That  I  may  obferve  fome  method  in  my  defcrip- 
tion,  and  avoid  repetitions,  I  {hall  divide  my  fubjedt 
into  the  following  branches  : 

i;L  I  mail  give  a  brief  account  of  what  the  city  was 
before  the  fire,  and  how  improved  when  rebuilt, 
and  within  a  few  years  after  it. 

II.  Of  the  prodigious  increafe  of  buildings  within  our 
own  memory,  down  to  the  year  1778. 

III.  Of  the  public  offices,  and  city  corporations. 
iilV.  Of  the  moft  noted  edifices,   structures,  fquares, 

in  and  about  London,  and  of  its  famous  bridges. 

V.  Of  the  principal  hofpitals,  and  other  charitable 
inftitutions  in  and  about  London, 

VI.  Of  the   churches   of  London   and    Wejlminjhr^ 
Southwark,  Sic. 

VII.  Of  St.  James's  palace,  the  parliament-houfe, 
IVeJl?ninJier-ball,   Sec. 

VIII.  Of  the  ftatues,  and  other  public  ornaments. 

IX.  Of  the  gates  of  London  and  JVeJlminfler. 

X.  Of  the  markets  of  London,  Sec. 

XL   Of  the  public  fchools  and  libraries,  of  the  Brit'ijk 
£  2  Mufeum, 
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Mufeum,  and  other  eftablifhments  tending  to  pro- 
mote learning  and  fcience. 

XII.  Of  the  fhipping  in  the  Thames,  and  the  trade 
carried  on  by  means  of  that  noble  river. 

XIII.  Of  the  manner  by  which  the  city  is  fupplied 
with  water. 

XIV.  Of  the  chriftenings  and  burials  in  London  ;  the 
importance  of  the  city  of  London  to  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  of  its  comparative  proportion  to  the  public 
expence,  and  the  difproportionate  number  of  mem- 
bers it  returns. 

XV.  The  benefit  to  the  public  of  a  good  underftand- 
ing  between  the  court  and  city. 

To  begin  then  with  the  firft  : 

I.  A  brief  account  of  what  the  city  was  before  the  fire | 
and  how  improved  when  rebuilt,  and  within  a  few 
years  after  it, 

*TpAKE  the  city,  and  its  adjacent  buildings,  to 
-*■  ftand  as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Stoiv,  or  by  any  other 
author,  who  wrote  before  the  fire  of  London,  and 
the  difference  between  what  it  was  then,  and  what 
it  is  now,  may  be  obferved  thus  : 

Before  the  fire  of  London,  Anno  1666,  the  build- 
*igs  looked  as  if  they  had  been  formed  to  make  one 
general  bonfire,  whenever  incendiaries  mould  think 
fit  to  attempt  it;  for  the  ftreets  were  not  only  nar- 
row, and  the  houfes  all  built  with  timber,  lath,  and 
plafter ;  but  the  manner  of  the  building  in  thofe 
days,  one  ftory  proj edging  out  beyond  another,  was 
fuch,  that  in  forne  narrow  ftreets  the  houfes  almoft 
touched  one  another  at  the  top  ;  infomuch  that  it 
often  happened,  that  if  an  houfe  was  on  fire,  the 
oppofite  houfe  was  in  more  danger,  according  as  the 
wind  flood,  than  the  houfes  adjoining  on  either  fide. 

And  though  by  the  new  buildings  after  the  fire, 
much  ground  was  given  u>p  to  enlarge  the  ftreets  ; 

yet 
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yet  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  old  houfes  flood  ge- 
nerally upon  more  ground,  were  much  larger  upon 
the  flat,  and  in  many  places,  gardens  and  large  yards 
(about  them  :  fo  that  by  computation  near  4000  houfes 
rjfland  on  the  ground  which  the  fire  left  defolate,*.  more 
jthan  flood  on  the  fame  ground  before. 

All  thofe  palaces  of  the  nobility,  formerly  making 
a   mofl    beautiful   range   of  buildings    fronting   the 
"Strand,  with   their  gardens  reaching  to  the  Thames, 
,  where  they  had  their  particular  water-gates  and  flairs, 
) received    the   like    improvements*:    fuch   as   Ejfex, 
)  Arundel,  Norfolk,  Salisbury,  JVorceJler,  Exeter,  Hun- 
gerford,    and    York    houfes  ;    the    lord    Brook's,  lord 
1  Hatton,  lord  Baldwin's,  and  Ely  houfes  in  Holbourn, 
1  in  the  place  of  which  are  now  fo  many  noble  flreets 
!  and  houfes  erected,  as   are  in   themfelves  equal  to  a 
large  city  :    all   which   extend    from   the   Temple   to 
Nor  thumb  erland-houfe  ;  So??ierfet-houfe  (now   rebuild- 
ing for  public  ofHces)    and   the  Savoy,  only   inter- 
vening :  the  latter  of  thefe  may   be  faid  to  be,  not 
an  houfe,  but  a  little  town  $  being  ieparated  into  in- 
numerable tenements. 

Such  was  the  flate  of  London  before  the  fire  in  1666, 
and  fo  prodigious  were  the  improvements  made  in  it, 
within  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  after  that  difafler. 
But  what  are  thefe,  compared  to  what  has  been  done 
fince,  within  our  own  memory?  And  this  brings  me 
to  my  fecond  article. 

II.  Of  the  prodigious  increafe  of  buildings,  within  our 
own  memory,  down  to  the  year  1778. 

\T  O  T  to  enter  on  a  particular  defcription  of  the 
buildings,  I  mail  only  take  notice  of  the  places 
where  fuch  enlargements  are  made  :  As, 

I.  All  thofe  numberlefs  ranges  of  buildings,  calU 

^  *  Had  this  bank  of  fo  fine  a  river  continued  to  be  thus  nobly  inha- 
bited, how  beautiful  may  we  iuppofe  it  would  have  been  at  this  time! 

E  3  ed 


78  LONDON. 

ed  Spital-fields,  reaching  from  Spital-yardzt  Northern 
Follgate,  and  from  Artillery  lane  in  Bijhopfgate-Jlreet, 
with  all  the  new  ftreets,  beginning  at  Hoxton,  and 
the  back  of  Shoreditch  church,  north,  and  reaching 
to  Brick-lane,  and  to  the  end  of  Hare-Jlreet,  on  the 
way  to  Bethnal- green,  eaft  ;  then  floping  away  quite' 
to  IVhitechapel  road,  fouth-eaft,  containing,  as  fome 
people  fay,  above  320  acres  of  ground,  which  are 
now  clofe  built,  and  inhabited  by  an  infinite  number' 
of  people.    • 

The  lanes  were  deep,  dirty,  and  unfrequented ; 
that  part  now  called  Spitalfields-market  was  a  field  of 
grafs,  with  cows  feeding  on  it,  fince  the  year  1670. 
The  Old  Artillery -ground  (where  the  parliament  lifted 
their  firft  foldiers  againft  the  King)  took  up  all  thofe 
long  ftreets  leading  out  of  Artillery-lane  to  Spital-yard, 
Back-gate  j  and  fo  on  to  the  end  of  Wheeler-Jheet^ 
Brick-lane,  which  is  now  a  long  well-paved  ftreet, 
was  a  deep  dirty  road,  frequented  chiefly  by  carts 
fetching  bricks  that  way  into  Whitechapel  from  brick- 
kilns on  thofe  fields,  whence  it  had  its  name. 

2.  On  the  more  eaftern  part,  the  fame  increafe  goes 
on  in  proportion ;  namely,  all  Goodman9  s-fields^  and 
the  many  ftreets  between  Whitechapel  and  Rofemary- 
lane,  all  built  fince  the  year  1678.  Well-clofe,  now 
called  "Marine-fquare,  all  the  hither  or  weft-end  of 
Ratcliffe-highway^  from  the  corner  of  Gravel-lane  to 
the  eaft-end  of  Eajt-Smithfield,  was  a  road  over  the 
fields  j  likewife,  thofe  buildings  now  called  Virginia* 

Jlreet,    and    ail   the   ftreets   on  the  fide  of  Ratcliff- 
bighway  to  Gravel-lane  above-named. 

3.  To  come  to  the  north  fide  of  the  town,  and 
beginning  at  Shoreditch  weft,  and  Hoxton-fquare,  and 
Charles -fquare  adjoining;  thofe  were  all  open  fields, 
irom  Agnes  St.  Clare  to  Hoxton  town,  till  the  year 
1 68a,  or  thereabout.  Ritfield-Jlreet  was  a  bank, 
parting  two  pafture-grounds ;  and  AjVs  hofpital  was 
another  open  field*     Farther  weft,  the  like  addition 

cf 
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>f  buildings  begins  at  the  foot-way  by  the  Pejl-houfe, 
and  includes  the  French  hofpital,  Old-ftreet,  two 
Tquares,  and  feveral  ftreets,  extending  from  Brick- 
lane  to  Mount-mill,  and  the  road  to  IJIington,  and 
from  that  road,  ftill  weft,  to  Wood' s-clofe,  and  to  St. 
John's  and  Clerkenwell ;  all  which  ftreets  and  fquares 
are  built  fince  the  years  1688  and  1689,  and  were 
before  that,  and  fome  for  a  long  time  after,  open 
fields  or  gardens,  and  never  built  on  till  after  that 

[time;  and  moreover,  within  thefe  few  years,  all 
thofe  open  grounds,  called  Bunhill-fields,  adjoining 
to  the  DiJJenters  burying-ground  (nicknamed  from 
the  famous  Mr.  Baxter,  Saints  Reft,  alluding  to  the 
title  of  a  book  he  had  publifhed,)  are  now  built  up- 
on, and  are  complete  ftreets  of  houfes  to  the  very 
road,  and  generally  well  inhabited. 

From  hence  we  go  on  ftill  weft,  and  beginning  at 
Gray'  s-inn,  and  going  on  to  thofe  formerly  called 
Red-lion  fields,  and  Lamb's- conduit  fields,  we  fee  there 
prodigious  piles  of  buildings  :  they  begin  at  Gray's- 
inn-wall  towards  Red- lion-ftreet,  from  whence,  in  a 
ftrait  line,  they  go  quite  to  Lamb' s-conduit  fields 
north,  including  a  great  range  of  buildings  reach- 
ing to  Bedford-row  and  the  Cock-pit,  eaft,  and  in- 
cluding  Red-lion-fquare,    Great  and  Little  Or?nond~ 

Jlreets,  James-Jlreet,  Queen's- fquare,  and  all  the  ftreets 
between  the  fquare  and  King' s-gate  in  Holbourn, 
Thefe  piles  are  very  great,  and  the  houfes  fo  large, 
that  abundance  of  perfons  of  rank  and  quality  refide 
in  them. 

Farther  weft,  in  the  fame  line,  is  Southampton 
great  fquare,  called  Bloomsbury,  with  King-Jlreet  on 
the  eaft-fide  of  it,  and  all  the  numberlefs  ftreets  weft 
of  the  fquare  to  the  market-place,  and  through  Great 
Ruffel-ftreet,  by  the  Britijh  Mufeum,  quite  into  the 
Hampjlead  road  ;  all  which  buildings,  except  South" 
ampton-houfe,  and  fome  of  the  fquare,  have  been 
formed  from  the  open  fields  fince  the  time  above- 
£  4  men- 
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mentioned,,  and  contain  feveral  thoufands  of  houfes, 
Behind  Great  RuJJel-Jlreet,  a  little  beyond  the  Britijh 
Mufeum,  a  fpacious  lquare  is  now  erecting,  which 
is  to  receive  its  name  from  the  Bedford  family ;  and 
it  is  faid,  that  a  flatue  of  the  late  Duke  is  to  or- 
nament the  center  of  it. 

The  increafe  of  the  buildings  in.  St.  Giles's  and 
St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields ,  is  really  a  kind  of  prodigy ; 
comprifmg  all  the  buildings  north  of  Long-acre,  be- 
yond the  Seven  Dials;  all  the  flreets  from  Leicefter- 
fields  and  St.  Martin' s-lane,  both  north  and  weft  of 
the  Hay-?narket  and  Soho,  and  from  the  Hay-market  to 
St.  James' s-Jireet  inclusive,  and  to  the  Park- wall  ; 
then  all  the  buildings  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ftreet 
called  Piccadilly,  and  the  road  to  Knightsbridge,  and 
between  that  and  the  fouth-fide  of  Oxford-Jlreet,  in- 
cluding Soho-fquare,  G  olden- fquare,  Hanover- fquare^ 
the  two  Bond-Jlreets,  George' s-Jlreet,  and  that  new 
city  ftretching  out  to  Oxford-Jlreet,  called  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  and  Gavendijh- fquare,  and  all  the  flreets  about 
them  ;  fome  parts  of  which  will  be  briefly  men- 
tioned  under  the  head  of  Squares. 

This  laft  addition  is,  by  calculation,  more  in  bulk 
than  the  cities  of  Brijlol,  Exeter,  and  York,  if  they 
were  all  put  together ;  all  which  places  were,  a  few 
years  ago,  mere  fields  of  grafs  to  feed  cattle. 

In  Spring-gardens,  near  Charing- cr of s,  are  lately 
erected  feveral  very  handfome  new  buildings,  and  a 
neat- chapel. 

The  new  buildings  in  the  end  of  Broad-Jtreet,  near 
Bijhopfgate,  formerly  called  Petty-France,  deferve  to  be 
mentioned  here.  It  is  in  every  one's  memory,  what 
a  poor  and  decayed  place  Petty- France  was  ;  but  now, 
the  fpot  where  it  flood  is  called  Nezv  Broad-Jlreet, 
and  the  buildings  are  the  mof}  ftately  and  elegant  in 
the  city.  They  are  increafed  quite  into  Old  Bethle- 
bem,  which  confifted  of  mean  and  ruinous  houfes  ; 

and 
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and  there  may  be  faid  to  be  a  new  and  lately  town 
af  buildings  erected  here. 

Who  can  forbear  admiring  that  noble  opening 
made  by  pulling  down  the  decayed  houfes  on  one  fide 
}f  the  way  from  Charlng-crofs,  between  the  two  ci- 
:ies,  and  widening  the  narrow  flreet  into^a  very  fpa- 
:ious  one,  quite  to  the  Admiralty ',  and  the  advan- 
:ages  Wejlmlnjier  has  received  by  means  of  the  noble 
Dridge  erected  over  the  Thames  in  Neiv  Palace-yard, 
:o  the  oppoiite  fhore  in  Southwark,  and  the  irately 
vtreets,  Parllament-Jlreet,  George-Jlreet,  Bridge-Jireety 
dhlngton-bulldlngs,  &c.  with  feveral  others  ? 

The  roads  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  north,  through 
Paddlngion  to  IJlington,  and  its  adjacencies,  and  fouth, 
)ver  St.  George's  Fields,  leading  to  Newlngton,  Cam* 
yerwell,  Dulwlch,  Streatham,  Deptford,  Greenwich^ 
Woolwich,  &c.  are  in  admirable  order. 

Piccadilly,  the  houfes  of  which  overlook  the.  beaut- 
iful Green  Park,  as  well  as  that  of  St.  James's,  is 
i  ftreet  of  palaces  ;  feveral  fine  houfes  of  perfons  of 
rondition  being  built  and  building  there,  inftead  of 
n any  very  mean  ones  pulled  down,  to  give  room  for 
hem  ;  and  the  good  tafte  for  fo  happy  a  fltuation 
till  increafing. 

Several  fine  new  itreets,  as  Hlll-jlreet,  Charles- 
7reet,  &c.  are  built  near  Berkeley-fquare  and  May- 
ralr,  in  a  place  which  herds  and  herds-men,  very 
ew  years  ago  only  inhabited ;  but  now  the  refidence 
)f  many  of  the  firfl  gentry,  equally  fplendid  and 
:onvenient. 

From  the  end  of  Piccadilly,  almofl  to  Kenfington^ 
m  the  Brompton .  fide,  by  feveral  fine  houfes  already 
)uilt,  which  afford  noble  profpects  over  Hyde-Park, 
o  Hampjlead,  Hlghgate,  &£.  northward,  we  may  ex- 
)e&  that  in  time  that  whole  agreeable  fpot  will  be 
)uilt  into  houfes  of  gentry,  and  made  to  join  the 
:own  to  Kcnfmgton  palace  and  gravel  pits. 

To  thefe  may  now  be  added,  the  immenfe  number- 
E5<  q£. 
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cf  buildings  about  and  beyond  Cavendijh-fquare,  h 
that  the  ftreets  in  that  part  of  the  town  are  hasten- 
ing to  form  a  junction  with  the  New  Road.  Foley- 
place,  which  now  forms  a  noble  avenue  to  Foley-houfe, 
will,  when  finifhed,  be  one  of  the  fineft  ftreets  in 
Europe ;  the  houfes  being  all  large,  and  many  of 
them  very  magnificent.  Pcrtman-fquare  alfo  muft 
not  be  forgotten,  with  the  growing  ftru<5tures  of 
Manchejier-jquare,  near  Portland-Jlreet ;  in  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  there  are  many  fine  houfes,  and  a  vaft 
ftretch  of  new- projected  ftreets  almoft  to  the  Pad- 
dington-road,  are  now  compleating  with  all  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  London  builders.  Not  far  from  Ty- 
burn, a  fpacious  circus  is  almoft  finifhed  ;  and  build- 
ings are  now  carrying  on  where  Marybone- gardens 
once  flood. 

III.  Of  the  public  offices,  and  city- corporations. 

THE  Excise-office  was  formerly  kept  in  the 
Old  Jewry,  in  a  very  large  houfe,  once  the 
dwelling  of  Sir  John  Frederick,  and  afterwards  of  Sir 
John  Hern,  very  confiderable  merchants  ;  but  it  is 
now  removed  to  a  fumptuous  edifice,  built  exprefly 
for  it  on  the  fite  of  Grejham  College  >  and  the  Grejham 
profefiors,  in  lieu  of  their  apartments,  are  allowed 
an  addition  to  their  ftipends.  In  this  one  office  is 
managed  an  immenfe  weight  of  bufinefs,  and  they 
have  in  pay  feveral  thoufands  of  officers.  The  whole 
kingdom  is  divided  by  them  into  proper  diftricl:s,  and 
to  every  diftricl:  is  a  collector,  a  fupervifor,  and  a 
certain  number  of  gaugers,  called^  by  the  vulgar, 
Excife-jnen. 

Under  the  management  of  this  office  are  now 
brought  not  only  the  excife  upon  beer,  ale,  and  other 
liquors,  as  formerly  ;  but  alfo,  the  duties  on  malt 
and  candles ;  hops,  foap,  and  leather  ;  coffee,  tea, 
and  chocolate;  ftarch,  powder,  fpiritous  liquors. 
Likewife  the  new  duties  upon  coaches,  chaifes,  glafs, 
fcV.  al)  which  are  managed  in  feveral  clafTes. 

Thi 
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The  Post-office  is  kept  in  Lombdrd-ftrtet,  in  fc 
large  houfe,  formerly  Sir  Robert  Finer 's  ;  and  is  un- 
der an  admirable  management ;  but  a  plan  for  ret. 
building  it  has  been  fome  time  under  confideration. 

The  Penny-po/i  is  a  branch  of  it,  and  a  moft  ufe- 
ful  addition  to  trade  and  bufinefs  :  for  by  it  letters  are 
delivered  at  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  town,  almoft 
as  foon  as  they  could  be  fent  by  a  mefTenger,  and  that 
from  four,  five,  fix,  to  eight  times  a  day,  accord- 
ing as  the  diftance  of  the  place  makes  it  practicable  : 
infomuch  that  you  may  fend  a  letter  from  Limehoufe  m 
the  eaft,  to  the  farther  part  of  Wejlminfier,  for  a  pen- 
ny, feveral  times  in  the  fame  day  ;  and  to  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  as  Kenfmgton,  Hammer 'fmith,  Cbif- 
wick,  &c.  weft  ward  ;  Newington,  IJlington,  Kentijh- 
town,  Hampflead,  Holloway,  Highgate,  &c.  northward  ; 
to  Newington- buits,  Camberwell,  &c.  fouthward  ; 
to  Stepney,  Poplar,  Bow,  Stratford,  Deptford,  3reen-> 
wicb,  &c.  eaftward,  once  a  day. 

Nor  are  you  tied  up  to  a  fingle  piece  of  paper  as 
in  the  General  Pojl-office  -,  but  any  packet  under  four 
ounces  goes  at  the  fame  price. 

The  Custom-house  comes  next  to  be  mentioned, 
the  Long  Room  is  like  an  Exchange  every  morning, 
and  the  crowd  of  people  who  appear  there,  and  the 
bufinefs  they  do,  is  not  to  be  explained  by  words  : 
the  whole  building  is  very  convenient,  but  not  like 
what  it  might  or  ought  to  have  been  ;  and  moreover 
the  quays  thereabouts  are  fo  thronged  and  crowded, 
that  they  are  much  too  little  for  the  bufinefs  continu- 
ally carrying  on  there. 

Between  the  Horfe-guards  at  Wlntehall and  Charing- 
erofs,  is  the  Admiralty-office.  This  office  is, 
perhaps,  of  the  moft  importance  of  any  of  the  public 
parts  of  the  adminiftration  ;  the  royal  navy  being 
the  finews  of  our  ftrength. 

The  Navy-  office,  a  neat  and  convenient  building 

in  Crutched-friars,  and  the  Victualing-office  on 

Tower-hill,  near  Eajl-Smithfield,  both  which,  had  we 

£  6  room, 
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room,  deferve  a  particular  defcription,  are  but  branches 
of  this  adminiftration,  and  receive  their  orders  from 
hence  ;  as  do  likewife  the  docks  and  yards  theirs  from 
the  Navy-Office ;  the  whole  being  carried  on  with  the 
moft  exquifite  order  and  difpatch. 

A  new  building  is  now  erecting  for  fome  public  of- 
fices on  the  ground  where  Somerfet-houfe  lately  flood  ; 
it  will,  when  fimfhed,  be  a  great  ornament  to  the 
Strand,  the  front  being  built  with  ftone  in  an  ele- 
gant ftile.  A  noble  terrace  is  to  extend  from  eaft  to 
weft,  by  the  river  fide,  in  length  near  one  quarter 
of  a  mile,  with  a  ftreet  at  each  end  up  to  the  Strand. 

Though  his  Majesty  refides  all  the  winter  at  St. 
James's,  yet  the  bufinefs  of  the  government  is  chiefly 
carried  on  at  the  Cockpit,  Whitehall',  near  which  is  a 
magnificent  building,  with  a  grand  front  looking  to 
the  parade  in  St.  James's  Park,  for  the  Treasury 
office  ;  and,  it  beingafpaciousftru&ure,  over  that, 
where  formerly  was  kept  the  Office  of  the  fecretary 
of  flate  for  Scotland,  now  abolifhed,  is  the  Planta- 

TION-OFFICE. 

The  Horfe-guards  was  a  building  commodious 
enough  as  a  barrack  for  a  large  detachment  of  the 
liorfe-guards,  who  ufed  to  keep  poft  there  :  and  over 
It  were  offices  belonging  to  the  judge  advocate  for 
holding  courts  martial  for  trial  of  deferters  and 
others,  according  to  the  articles  of  war.  But  this 
building,  and  thefe  offices,  are  now  pulled  down, 
and  new  ones  are  erected,  which  are  very  large  and 
commodious. 

A  new  office  and  houfe  is  lately  erected,  adjoining  to 
the  horfe-guards,  for  the  paymafter-general  of  the  army. 

The  Bank  ufed  to  be  kept  in  Grocers-hall ;  but  is 
now  removed  to  a  new  edifice,  built  for  that  thriving 
corporation  in  Threadneedle-Jlreet,  adjoining  to  St. 
Chrijlopher's  church  ;  which  building  has  now  re- 
ceived fuch  additions,  and  fuch  fine  openings  have 
been  made  fince  1760,  that  it  is  now  the  moft  mag- 
nificent edifice  of  the  kind  in  the  worlds  and  will 

pro« 


L    O    N    D    O    N.  85 

probably  be  further  enlarged,  fo  as  to  occupy  all  the 
area  included  by  four  ftreets. 

The  East-India  House,  fituated  where  formerly 
was  that  of  Sir  William  Craven,  was  rebuilt  in  the 
year  1726.  It  is  very  convenient  within,  but,  with- 
out, makes  not  the  appearance  that  is  worthy  of  the 
company's  trade  and  figure  in  the  world  ;  its  front 
being  not  extended  enough.  In  the  back  part  towards 
Lime-ftreet,  they  have  alfo  warehoufes,  which  were 
rebuilt  in  a  handfome  manner  Anno  1725. 

The  African  Company's  House  is  in  the  fame 
ftreet.  But  fince  the  company  have  yielded  up  their  char- 
ter to  the  crown,  it  is  converted  into  warehoufes,  &V. 

The  South-sea  House  is  a  new  ftru<Sture,  fituat- 
ed on  a  large  fpot  of  ground  between  Broad-Jlreet  and 
Threadneedle-ftreet, 

The  York-buildings  Company  have  their  office 
in  Winch  eft  er-ftreet. 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  great  offices  for  focieties  of 
Insurers,  where  almoft  all  hazards  may  be  infured. 
The  five  principal  are  called,  1 .  The  Royal  Exchange 
Insurance,  kept  in  a  part  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  2. 
The  Royal  Infurance,  kept  in  CornhilL  3.  The  Hand' 
in-hand  Fire- office,  kept  on  Snow-hill.  4.  The  Sun  Fire- 
office,  in  CornhilL  5.  The  Union  Fire-office-,  in  Mai- 
den-lane, 

In  the  two  firft,  all  hazards  by  fea  of  fhips  and. 
goods,  not  lives,  are  infured  ;  as  alfo,  houfes  and 
goods  are  infured  from  fire. 

In  the  laft  three,  only  houfes  and  goods. 

In  all  which  offices  the  Premium  is  fo  fmall,  and  the 
recovery,  in  cafe  of  lofs,  fo  eafy  and  certain,  that 
nothing  can  be  (hewn  like  it  in  the  world. 

There  are  alfo  Offices  of  Insurance  on  Lives, 
one  in  Serjeant 's-inn,  Fleet-ftreet,  the  Weftminfter  Fire- 
office,  and  others  which  manage  a  great  deal  of  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  fame  way. 

The  Offices  of  Ordnance,  and  the  Mint  for 
coining  money,  are  kept  in  the  Tower  of  London, 

x  »  • 


86  LONDON. 

IV.  Of  the  moft  noted  edifices,  fquares,  and  publlt 
Jlruclures,  in  and  about  London,  and  of  its  famous, 
bridges* 

*TpHAT  beautiful  column  called  the  Monument, 
**•  erected  at  the  charge  of  the  city,  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  fatal  burning  of  the  whole,  can- 
not be  mentioned  but  with  fome  due  refpecl:  to  the 
building  itfelf,  as  well  as  to  the  city.  It  is  202  feet 
high,  and  exceeds  all  the  obelifks  and  pillars  of  the 
ancients  :  there  is  a  ftair-cafe  in  the  middle,  to  af- 
cend  to  the  balcony,  which  is  about  30  feet  fhort  of 
the  top,  and  whence  there  are  other  fteps  made,  even 
to  look  out  at  the  top  of  all,  which  is  faihioned  like 
an  urn,  with  a  blaze  iffuing  from  it.  * 

The  lord  mayors  of  this  famous  metropolis  have 
been  heretofore  obliged  to  content  themfelves  with 
refiding  in  fome  one  or  other  of  the  ftately  halls  of 
the  city  companies,  hired  for  that  purpofe  ;  an  incon- 
venience which  was  equally  unworthy  of  the  gran- 
deur of  the  great  officer,  and  of  the  city  over  which 
he  prefided,  and  which  now  is  remedied  by  an  houfe, 
vulgarly  called  the  Manfion-houfe,  built  in  the  place 
where  Stocks-market  ufed  to  be  kept. 

The  Royal  Exchange  is  the  greater!:  burfe  in  the 
world  :  it  is  faid,  that  it  coft  above  80,000/.  in  build- 
ing ;  and  yet  the  intereft  of  the  money  was  a  great 
while  anfwered  by  the  rent  made  of  the  ihops  and 
vaults  ;  but  as  now  the  trade  that  ufed  to  be  carried 
on  there,  is  difperfed  in  other  places,  it  cannot  be 

*  This  magnificent  pillar  is  faid  to  be  fo  much  out  of  repair,  as  ta 
be  in  danger  of  failing,  which  feems  a  little  furprifing,  when  we  con- 
firier  the  time  of  its  erection,  and  the  goodnefs  of  its  materials.  Th« 
ground  it  ftands  on  belongs  to  a  prebend  of  St.  Paul's,  and,  when  the 
leafe  is  expired,  who  wiil  pay  the  fine  of  renewal  ?  The  ground  will 
certainly  be  worth  a  great  deal  to  build  on ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied, 
that  it  were  removed  from  its  prefent  dif%greeable  fpot,  to  the  center  of 
•ne  of  our  magnificent  f^uares, 
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fuppofed  to  do  fo.  It  was,  in  1 768,  agreeable  to  an 
a£t  of  parliament,  thoroughly  repaired  and  beau- 
tified. 

The  College  of  Phyjiclans  in  Warwick-lane,  is  a 
beautiful  ftru&ure,  of  brick  and  ftone  ;  but  built  in 
a  place  where  all  its  beauties  are,  in  a  manner,  bu- 
ried. 

The  Barber  Surgeons  Theatre,  in  Monhivell-Jlreet^ 
is  a  very  fine  piece  of  architecture,  admirably  dif- 
pofed  for  feeing  and  hearing  ;  the  work  of  the  famous 
ln'tgo  Jones. 

In  the  court  of  affiftants  room  is  a  capital  picture 
of  Hans  Holbein,  in  which  is  the  portrait  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  fitting  in  his  chair,  delivering  the  char- 
ter which  he  granted  to  the  furgeons. 

This  theatre,  on  the  late  feparation  of  the  fur- 
geons company  from  the  barbers,  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, with  the  picture,  and  other  valuables,  remain 
to  the  barbers  ;  and  the  furgeons  have  erected  a  hall 
and  theatre  in  the  Old  Bailey,  for  themfelves. 

The  bridge  over  the  Thames  sxWeJlminfier'\%  a  moil 
noble  ftructure.  The  extent  of  this  bridge  is  1220 
feet,  the  abutments  whereof,  at  each  end,  are  113 
feet  each  ;  the  middle  arch  is  76  feet  diameter,  and 
its  two  piers  are  each  1 7  feet  thick  :  every  other  arch, 
on  each  fide,  leffens  four  feet,  and  the  piers  one  foot 
each.  There  are  13  arches  in  all  -,  fo  that  the  clear 
fpace  for  the  water  is  820  feet.  The  folids  of  the 
12  piers  contain  40©  feet,  befides  the  two  abutments  ; 
the  breadth  for  carriages  is  30  feet  5  and  for  foot- 
paiTengers,  feven  feet  on  each  fide. 

The  firft  pile  of  this  bridge  was  driven  in  1738* 
and  the  whole  was  finifhed,  and  ready  to  be  opened 
for  ufe,  in  autumn  1747,  when  it  was  difcovered, 
that  the  fifth  pier  from  Wejlminjler  fide  was  finking  j 
and  foon  after  ftones  fell  out  of  the  arch  next  to  it. 
It  was  necetfary  therefore  to  take  off  the  arches  that 
refted  on  the  pier,  which  was  done  with  great  care, 
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by  replacing  centers  under  them,  like  thofe  on  which 
they  were  turned.  The  finking  pier  was  then  loaded 
with  12,000  tons  of  cannon  and  leaden  weights,  in 
order  to  fink  and  fettle  it.  This,  and  the  delibera- 
tions how  to  repair  the  defect,  took  up  above  a  year  : 
But  in  the  fummer  of  1749,  materials  being  ready, 
it  was  entirely  finifhed  for  ufe,  and  opened  Nov.  17, 
1 750,  at  midnight.  The  pier  that  had  failed,  was  freed 
from  its  burden  by  a  fecret  arch  now  not  to  be  feen. 

If  we  confider  its  length,  its  breadth,  the  regula- 
rity of  the  defign,  the  beauty  of  the  workmanfhip, 
the  great  inland  navigation,  which  it  does  not  im- 
pede, the  avenues  that  lead  to  it  *,  the  proviiion  made 
for  the  defence  of  paffengers  againft  the  weather  in 
their  way  over  it,  the  watch  of  twelve  men  every 
night  for  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons,  and  the  beau- 
tiful globular  lamps,  fixteen  on  each  fide,  fufpended 
on  irons  that  project  inwards,  with  a  lofty  fweep, 
from  the  top  of  each  recefs,  and  on  the  fides  of  the 
abutments,  foftening  the  horrors  of  the  night,  and 
difFufing  a  ftar-like  radiance,  not  only  over  the  cir- 
cumfluent waters,  but  over  the  circumjacent  lands, 
and  princely  palaces  ;  all  thefe  circumftances  may 
well  feem  to  give  this  bridge  a  fuperiority  over  moft. 
other  bridges  mentioned  in  hiftory. 

Mr.  Labeley,  the  Swifs  architect  of  Weftminjlfr 
bridge,  in  his  defcription  thereof,  publifhed  foon  af- 
ter it  was  finifhed,  fays,  it  contains  near  double  the 
quantity  of  flone  materials  as  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 

Qttoler  31,  1760,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 'Thomas  Chit- 
ty,  Knt.  lord  mayor,  accompanied  by  feveral  alder- 
men and  commoners,  of  the  committee  for  the  new 
bridge,-  proceeded  in.  ftate  to  Black-friars,  and  there 
}n  the  north  abutments  his  Lordfhip  laid  the  firfl  flone  ; 

*  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  bridge  has  no  direcT:  avenue  due  north, 
the  line  of  its  own  direction.     Surely,  it  could  have  hurt  hardly  any 
one  to  allow  a  paffage,  through  Great  George-jlreet  along  the  left-hand  . 
fide  of  the  Bird-Cage  walk  in  the  park,  into  Petty-France,  which  is  -, 
much  ihort  of  the  Queen's  palace,  . 

of 
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of  the  intended  new  bridge,  by  ftriking  the  fame  with 
a  mallet,  the  officers  laying  the  city  fword  and  mace 
thereon  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  fight  of  an  infinite 
number  of  fpectators. 

Several  pieces  of  gold,  filver,  and  copper  coin  of 
his  Majefty  King  George  II.  were  placed  under  the 
[tone,  together  with  an  inscription  in  Latin  *,  in 
large  plates  of  pure  tin,  Englifhed  thus  : 

On  the  laft  day  of  October,   in  the  year  1760, 

and  in  the  beginning  of  the  moft  aufpicious  reign  of 

GEORGE  the  Third, 

Sir  Thomas  Chitty,  Knight,  Lord  Mayor^ 

laid  the  firji  ftone  of  this  Bridge, 

Undertaken  by  the  common- council 'of London^ 

(amidjl  the  rage  of  an  extenfive  war) 

for  the  public  accommodation, 

and  ornament  of  the  city  : 

Robert  Mylne  being  the  architecl. 

And  that  there  might  remain  to  pojlerity 

U  monument  of  this  city's  affection  to  the  man 

who,  by  the  flrength  of  his  genius^    . 

the fleadijiffs  of  his  mind, 

and  a  certain  kind  of  happy  contagion  of  his 

probity  and  fpirit, 

(under  the  Divine  favour, 

and  fortunate  aufpices  of  George  the  Second) 

recovered,  augmented,  and  fecured, 

the  Britifh  Empire 

in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America, 

and  reftored  the  ancient  reputation  - 

and  influence  of  his  country 

amongjl  the  nations  of  Europe ; 

*The  citizens  of  London  have  unanimoufly  voted  this 

Bridge  to  be  infcribed  with  the  name  of 

WILLIAM   PITT. 

*  The  late  Bohnel  Thornton^  Efq;  (one  of  the  two  polite  authors  of 
Ihc  ConnoiJJ'eurs)  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  this  occafion,  entitled,  City 
Latin,  &c.  in  which  he  attacked  the  claflical  Latinity  of  this  Infcrip- 
tion  with  .qua!  fcvcrity  and  humour, 

This 
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This  bridge  confifts  of  nine  arches,  which  being 
elliptical,  the  apertures  for  navigation  are  large, 
while  the  bridge  itfelf  is  low.  When  a  perfon  is 
under  the  principal  arch,  the  extent  of  the  vault 
above  cannot  be  viewed  without  fome  degree  of  awe  I 

The  length  of  the  bridge,  from  wharf  to  wharf, 
is  Q95  Englljh  feet;  width  of  the  central  arch,  100 
feet;  width  of  the  arches  on  each  fide,  reckoning 
from  the  central  one  towards  the  fhores,  98,  93,  80, 
and  70  feet  reflectively  ;  width  of  the  carriage-way, 
28  feet ;  width  of  the  raifed  foot- ways  on  each  fide, 
7  feet;  and  the  height  of  the  balluftrade  on  the  in- 
fide,  4  feet  10  inches. 

Over  each  pier  is  a  recefs  or  balcony,  containing 
a  bench,  and  fupported  below  by  two  Ionic  pillars 
and  two  pilafters,  which  ftand  on  a  cemicircular 
projection  of  the  pier,  above  high- water  mark  : 
Thefe  pillars  give  an  agreeable  lightnefs  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  bridge  on  either  fide.  There  are  two 
flights  of  ftone  fteps  at  each  end,  defended  by  iron 
rails,  for  the  convenience  of  taking  water.  Thefe 
itairs,  however,  by  conforming  to  the  curvatures  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge,  are  more  elegant  than  conve- 
nient :  A  flight  of  fifty  narrow  ftone  fteps,  without 
one  landrng-place,  muft  be  very  tirefome  to  porters 
going  up  and  down  with  loads,  and  even  dangerous 
in  frofty  weather. 

This  bridge  was  opened  as  a  bridle-way  on  No* 
vember  19,   1768,  and  foon  after  for  carriages. 

Putney  or  Fulham  bridge  I  fhall  take  notice  of  in 
its  place.  A  bridge  is  built  at  Kew,  near  Brentford, 
another  at  Hampton,  and  another  fine  one  at  Walton , 
all  within  a  very  few  years  paft  :  Another  new  bridge 
from  Chelfea  to  Batterfea  has  lately  been  built  ;  and 
one  at  Richmond  is  but  juft  finifhed  :  To  fay  nothing 
of  the  benefits  this  great* metropolis  will  derive  from 
the  alterations  that  are  made  at  the  old  London  bridge, 

which, 
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•  v'hich,  in  its  prefent  upper  part,   is  as  convenient 

nd  handfome  as  either  of  the  other  two.      x 

The  Mews  near  Charing- cr  of s,  where  the  King's 

i  orfes  are  kept,  and  the  coaches  of  ftate  fet  up,  is  a 

;ery  large  fquare  5  but  as  ftables,  &c.  nearer  to  the 

;»alace  would  be  more  convenient,  it  is  a  pity,  that 

his  large  and  fine  fpot,  which  now  bears  all  the  ap- 

loarance  of  a  wafte,  was  not  converted  into  ftreets, 

lir  formed  into  a  fquare  of  elegant  buildings. 

Carlton-houfe,  belonging  to  her  late  Royal  High- 
lefs  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales ;  Marlborough- 
oufe,  and  the  ghieens  Palace,  all  three  in  or  adjoin- 
rig  to  St.  Jam-es's-park  ;  the  Duke  of  Montagu 's,  and 
he  Duke  of  Richmond's,  in  the  Privy-garden  -,  De* 
>Gnjhire-houfe,  and  the  Earl  of  Bath's,  in  Piccadilly, 
he  Earl  of  Ch eft er field's,  over-looking  Hyde-Park  \ 
Northumberland- houfe  in   the  Strand ;    Montagu-houfe 
now  the  repofitory  of  the  curiofities  that  compofe  the 
Sritifb  Mufeum,  of  which  more  amply  in  a  future 
rticle,)  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  ;  thofe  of  the  Duke 
•f  Queenfberry,  Lord  Bateman,  and  numberlefs  others 
>f  the  nobility  and  firft  gentry  ;  together  with  the 
loble  and  extenfive  ftreets  of  buildings  about  Soho, 
Bloom/bury,  Grofuenor,  Cavendijh,  Berkeley,  Hanover^ 
ind  Portman  fquares,  with  thofe  ftately  fquares  them- 
elves ;    St.  fames* s- fquare,    Red  Lion-fquare,    Lin- 
:oln's- inn- fquare,    efpecially  as  it  has  been   of  late 
pears  altered  and  adorned  ;  the  new  buildings  about 
Jockey-fields,    Bedford- row,    Queens- fquare,    and   in- 
numerable other  improvements  ;  would   take  up  too 
much  of  my  room  to  particularize. 

But  yet  I  cannot  forbear  particularly  to  mention 
one  beauty,  becaufe  it  is  an  honour  to  our  country; 
and  that  is  the  great  piazza  in  Covent-garden,  the 
nobleft  fquare  in  Europe,  for  grandeur  of  the  defign, 
sfpecially  with  the  beauty  of  the  eaffc  front  of  that 
tlegant  church,  the  only  piece  the  moderns  have  yet 
produced,  that  can  admit  of  a  juft  comparison  with 

the 
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the  works  of  antiquity;  where  a  majefHc  Simplicity, 
commands  the  approbation  of  the  judicious.  The 
ruftic  arcade  round  the  fquare  is  of  an  excellent  com- 
pofition,  above  which  is  a  grand  ftory,  and  an  attic, 
and  the  windows  drefied  with  a  regular  entablature  j 
But  a  part  of  this  arcade  being  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
houfes  are  built  in  the  modern  tafte. 

Here  too  we  mufl  mention  the  buildings  carrying 
on  upon  the  fpot  where  Ely  houfe  flood.  Here  a  fpa- 
cious  flreet  is  to  extend  from  fouth  to  north,  which 
will  confifl  of  about  twenty-five  houfes  on  each  fide, 
and  the  flreet  will  be  full  'fifty  feet  wide.  The  an- 
cient and  venerable  chapel  is  now  covered  with  Hate, 
and  the  outfide  walls  are  cafing  with  Slone.  A  com^ 
munication  will  be  made  at  the  north  end  for  car- 
riages, and  alfo  an  opening  into  Hatton-Jlreet*  The 
whole  ground  contains  at  leaft  four  acres. 

To  thefe  mufl  be  added  the  Adelphi  buildings  near 
the  Strand^  which  form  a  very  Stupendous  mafs  of 
new  and  large  houfes ;  beneath  which  are  vaft  fub- 
terraneous  paiTages,  whereby  carriages  of  all  kinds 
have  communication  with  the  Thames;  and  the  inw 
menfe  warehoufes,  which  form  the  bafe  of  the  flreets, 
&c.  are  rendered  commodious.  The  front  towards 
the  Thames  has  fome  appearance  of  grandeur ;  and 
from  the  whole  of  this  immenfe  pile,  the  contrivance, 
fpirit,  and  profeffional  knowledge  of  the  MefT.  Adams. 
the  architects  derive  no  inconiiderable  honour. 

Nor  mould  the  Pantheon  be  forgotten,  which  in 
tafle,  magnificence,  and  novelty  of  defign  and  deco- 
ration, may  be  pronounced  fuperior  to  any  thing  of 
the  kind  in  Europe.  Its  principal  room  is  truly  mag- 
nificent :  it  is  lighted  by  a  centrical  dome  of  a  con- 
siderable magnitude  ;  the  galleries  round  this  room 
are  fupported  by  columns  formed  of  a  new-difcovered. 
composition,  which  rivals  the  mofl  beautiful  marble* 
both  in  colour  and  hardnefs.  By  an  upper,  range  of 
them  the  roof  is  fupported,  and  the  other  decorations 
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e  by  no  means  inferior,  either  in  tafte  or  finifhing. 
he  circumjacent  apartments  are  alfo  finely  orna- 
ented  with  whatever  the  invention  of  modern  fuxu- 
■  can  fuo;geft.  And  beholders  will  find  it  difficult  to 
itermine'whether  this  place  is  moft  remarkable  for  its 
agnificence,  convenience,  or  the  novelty,  tafte,  and 
opriety  of  its  decorations.  The  ftated  diverfion  of  this 
ace  is  a  concert  once  a  fortnight,  with  a  ball  after 
;  to  which  any  one  is  admitted,  who  purchafes  the 
ckets  necelTary  for  that  purpofe. — Mafquerades  are 
fo  occafionally  held  here,  when  the  building  is 
lely  and  moft  magnificently  illuminated,  and  has 
:en  allowed  to  exhibit  a  more  fpleridid  fcene  of  this 
nd,  than  is,  perhaps,  to  be  beheld  in  any  other 
)imtry. 


* 


Of  the   -principal  hojpitals,  and  other  charitable  in- 
Jiitutionsj   in  and  about  the  city  of  London. 

O  city  in  the  world  can  fhew  the  like   number 
of  private  and  public  charities,  as  the  cities  of 
ondon  and  TVeftminfler.  , 

I  have  not  room  particularly  to  defcribe  them,  and 
luft  therefore  content  myfelf  with  giving  little  more 
lan  their  names,  and  thofe  of  their  munificent 
mnders  ;  referring  to  thofe  larger  works  where  more 
Tiple  accounts  and  defcriptions  may  be  expected. 

i.  Bethlehem  hofpital  in  Moor  fields^  for  the  recep- 
on  of  lunatics,  erected  at  the  charge  of  the  city, 
nno  1676. 

St.  Luke's  hofpital,  erected  for  the  like  purpofe, 
1  Upper  Moor  fields^  facing  the  former. 

2.  Bridewell  is  as  well  an  houfe  of  correction  as  an 
ofpital  :  it  was  formerly  the  king's  city-palace,  but 
iven  to  the  city  by  King  Edward  VI.  for  the  re- 
laiming  of  idle  perfons,  vagrants,  C5V.  and  for 
ringing  up  lads  to  handicraft  bufinefTes. 

10  There 
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There  are  two  other  houfes  of  correction,  called 
JBrideivellsy  one  at  Clerhnwell,  for  Middlefex ;  the 
Other  in  Tothi  11- fields  ^  for  JVeftminJler, 

3.  ChriJV%  hofpital,  originally  founded  by  King 
Edward  VI.  (at  the  requeft  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
aldermen  of  London ,  and  of  the  pious  martyr  Dr. 
Ridley^  then  bifhop  of  London)  for  entertaining, 
educating,  nourifhing,  and  bringing  up  the  poor 
children  of  the  citizens  ;  fuch  as,  their  parents  (or 
fathers,  at  leafl)  being  dead,  have  no  other  way  of 
fupport. 

This  noble  charity  maintains  near  1000  poor  chil- 
dren, who  have  food,  clothing,  and  inftruction,  ufe- 
ful  and  fufficient  learning,  and  an  excellent  good  dif- 
cipline  obferved.  At  the  proper  ages  they  are  put 
out  to  trades  fuitable  to  their  feveral  geniufes  and  ca- 
pacities j  and  others  are  taught  mathematics,  navi- 
gation, and  arithmetic,  to  fit  them  for  private  and 
public  fervice.  There  is  alfo  an  excellent  grammar- 
fchool,  whence  the  beft  fcholars  are  fent  to  the  uni- 
verfity,  and  enjoy  there  good  exhibitions,  arifing  from 
the  bounty  of  feveral  benefactors,  the  chief  of  which 
was  Lady  Mary  Ramfey,  who  founded  the  faid  fchool. 
The  feeing  of  thefe  children  at  church  on  a  Sunday 
SLt  Chrijl- church,  and  at  fupper  on  Sunday  evening, 
was  reckoned  as  fine  a  fight  as  any  in  London^  and 
occafioned  a  conftant  refort  of  people  of  all  ranks  j 
who  ufed  to  admire  the  neatnefs  of  their  appearance, 
and  the  good  management  of  the  houfe.  Dependent 
on  this  noble  charity  is  alfo  an  houfe  at  Hertford^ 
where  diet,  fchooling,  and  lodging,  are  provided  for 
the  younger  boys. 

4.  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  adjoins  to  Chri/i's 
hofpital :  its  firft  foundation  may  be  faid  to  be  owing 
to  King  Henry  VIII.  whofe  ftatue  in  ftone,  very  well 
done,  is,  for  that  reafon,  erected  in  the  front,  over 
the  entrance  in  Wejl-Smithfield,  with  two  cripples,  no 
mean  pieces  of  fculpture,  on  the  top  of  the  pediment 

over 
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>ver  his  head.  This  hofpital  has  received  very  great 
tdditions  of  late  years,  and  being  now  completed, 
rorms  a  very  fine  fquare. 

The  Lock  at  KingJIand,  and  that  in  Southwark,  be- 
ong  to  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital,  and  are  ufed  for 
foul  patients  only. 

Under  the  care  of  this  hofpital  there  generally  are 
jpwards  of  5000  poor  fick  and  lame  perfons,  defti- 
:ute  of  other  relief. 

5.  St.  Thomas's  hofpital  in  Southward  is  alfo  a  no- 
jle  piece  of  charity,  of  the  like  nature  with  that  of 
St.  Bartholomew.  The  church,  and  moft  of  the  hof- 
)ital,  were  rebuilt  in  a  beautiful  manner,  from  the 
/ear  1701  to  1706.  It  was  founded  by  Edward  VI. 
md  infcriptions  are  fet  up  in  it  to  the  honour  of  Mr. 
7uy,  Mr.  Frederick,  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  the  laft  of 
Amom  has  his  ftatue  there  ;  as  has  King  Edward  VI. 
erected  by  Charles  Joy,  Efq;  late  treafurer  of  this 
lofpital. 

6.  Guy's  hofpital  is  fituated  very  near  St.  Thomas's^ 
md  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  greateft  private  charities 
:hat  was  ever  known.  Its  founder,  Thomas  Guy,  was 
1  bookfeller  in  Lombard-Jfreet ;  he  lived  to  fee  this 
A^ork  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  at  his  death,  ann$ 
[724,  left  about  200,000  /.  to  finifh  and  endow  it. 
iVlr.  Guy  actually  divefted  himfelf  of  80,000/.  in  his 
life- time  towards  this  hofpital,  which  was  eftablifhed 
jmany  years  before  his  death,  though  fince,  by  his 
jbequeft,  fo  greatly  enlarged,  that  a  new  wing  is  now 
building,  and  almoft  nnifhed.  His  ftatue  is  erected 
in  the  principal  fquare. 

Though  this  hofpital  is  faid  to  be  for  incurables, 
it  is  not  for  fuch  as  are  abfolutely  fo ;  for  the  founder 
lufed  to  fay,  That  he  would  not  have  his  hofpital 
imade  an  alms-houfe. 

Over  and  above  the  200,000/.  left  to  this  hofpital, 
the  founder  bequeathed  as  many  legacies,  and  other 

difpofitionS) 
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difpofitions,  as  were  computed  to  amount  to  near 
150,000/.  more. 

7.  The  London  Workhoufe,  as  it  is  called,  founded 
on  an  act  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  13th  year  of 
King  Charles  II.  is  fituated  without  Bijhopfgate,  and 
is  an  edifice  confifting  of  feveral  work-rooms  and 
lodging-rooms,  for  vagrants  and  parim-childrem 

They  have  an  handfome  chapel  built  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  yard  belonging  to  the  houfe,  where  they 
go  to  prayers  twice  a  day,  at  feven  in  the  morning, 
and  feven  in  the  evening.  On  Sundays  they  all  go 
to  St.  Helen's,  in  Bijhopfgate-Jlreet,  where  they  have 
feats. 

The  charity-fchools  and  workhoufes  fet  up  in  al- 
moft  every  pariih  of  this  prodigious  city,  have  in  fome 
meafure  purfued  the  deiign  of  this  laudable  work- 
houfe  ;  and  if  they  have  thereby  interfered  with  it, 
and  taken  off  fome  benefactions  that  otherwife  might 
have  flowed  into  that  canal,  it  will  be  the  lefs  to  be 
regretted. 

8.  The  hofpital  called  the  Chart  er-houfe,  or  Sutton's 
hofpital,  muft  be  recorded  to  be  the  greater!:  and 
nobleft  gift  that  ever  was  given  for  charity,  by  any 
one  man,  public  or  private,  in  this  nation,  fince  hif- 
tory  gives  us  any  account  of  things,  except  we  give 
a  preference  to  that  of  Mr.  Guy  ;  the  revenue  of  Mr. 
Sutton  s  hofpital  being,  befides  the  purchafe  of  the 
place,  and  the  building  of  the  houfe,  and  other  ex- 
pences,  little  lefs  than  6coo/.  per  ann. 

The  royal  hofpitals  of  Greenwich  and  Chelfea  are 
taken  notice  of  in  their  proper  places. 

The  Greycoat  and  Greene  oat  hofpital  in  Toth  ill- 
fields -f  Emanuel  hofpital,  Wejlminfter ;  that  for  the 
poor  of  the  French  refugees,  near  Old-Jlreet ;  the 
Ironmongers  alms-houfes,  near  Shoreditch  ;  Alderman 
AJk's  at  Hoxton  ;  thofe  (lately  ones  of  4:he  Trinity- 
houfe ;  the  Vintners,  and  feveral  others,  in  the  way  j 
to  Mile-end-,  as  alfo  that  handfome  one,  lately  erect- 
ed 
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:d  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Francis  Bancroft,  a  lord  may- 
>r's  officer,  in  the  fame  road ;  all  deferve  particular 
nention,  had  I  room  for  it. 

But  I  muft  in  particular  mention  thofe  ufeful  cha- 
ities,  the  two  infirmaries,  one  in  James 's-Jir 'eel, 
TVeJlminJler,  and  the  other  at  Hyde-park  Corner \  - 
vhich  have  given  birth  to  the  like  laudable  inftitu- 
ions  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  defign  of 
hem  is,  to  Tupply  the  places  of  the  hofpitals  of  St. 
Bartholomew  and  St.  Thomas's  afore-mentioned  ;  where 
he  beft  order  is  obferved,  the  beft  medicines  difpenf- 
d,  and  the  beft  afliftances  given,  as  well  by  phyfi- 
ians,  as  furgeons  and  apothecaries,  to  all  who  are 
.dmitted  into  thefe  charities. 

In  Lamb's  Conduit-fields,  fronting  the  north  end  of 
Zed-Lion-Jlreet,  Holborn,  ftands  the  hofpital  for  deferted 
nd  expofed  children,  commonly  called  the  Foundling- 
-LofpitaL  This  building  confifts  of  two  large  wings, 
onnected  by  a  chapel  in  the  center,  one  wing  being 
or  the  boys,  and  the  other  for  the  girls.  They  are 
iredtly  oppofite  to  each  other,  and  are  built  in  a 
lain  but  regular,  fubftantial,  and  convenient  man- 
ner, of  brick,  with  handfome  piazzas.  It  is  well 
jited  to  the  purpofe,  and  is  as  elegant  as  hofpitals 
jiould  be.  At  the  further  end  is  placed  the  chapel, 
vhich  is  joined  to  the  wings  by  an  arch  on  each  fide, 
nd  is  very  elegant  within.  Before  the  hofpital  is  a 
irge  piece  of  ground,  on  each  fide  whereof  is  a  co- 
onade  of  great  length,  which  extend  towards  the 
ates  ;  the  large  area  between  which  and  the  hofpital 
;  adorned  with  grafs  plats,  gravel  walks,  and  ranges 
f  lamps.  Behind  all  are  two  convenient  gardens, 
rom  which  the  houfe  is  fupplied  with  vegetables. 

In  erecting  thefe  buildings,  particular  care  was 
:aken  to  render  them  neat  and  fubftantial ^  without 
ny  coftly  decorations  ;  but  the  firft  wing  of  the  hof- 
ital  was  fcarcely  inhabited,  when  feveral  eminent 
liafters  in  painting,  carving,  and  other  of  the  polite 
I  Vol.  II,  F  arts. 
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arts,  were  pleafed  to  contribute  many  elegant  orna- 
ments, which  are  preferved  as  monuments  of  the 
abilities  and  charitable  benefactions  of  the  refpe&ive 
artifts. 

The  altar-piece  in  the  chapel  has  a  painting  over 
it,  finely  executed  by  an  Italian  artift,  reprefenting 
the  Wife  Men  making  their  offering  to  the  infant 

From  three  years  old  to  fix,  the  boys  are  taught  to 
read,  and  at  proper  intervals  employed  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  may  contribute  to  their  health,  and  induce  a 
habit  of  activity,  hardinefs,  and  labour.  From  that 
time,  their  work  is  to  be  adapted  to  their  age  and 
ftrength,  and  fuch  as  may  fit  them  for  agriculture, 
or  the  fea-fervice.  Many  of  them  are  employed  in 
the  gardens  belonging  to  the  hofpital,  where,  by 
their  labour,  they  fupply  the  houfe  with  vegetables  ; 
and  being  inftrudted  in  gardening,  are  kept  in  readi- 
nefs  for  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  inclined  to  take  them 
into  their  fervice. 

From  fix  years  of  age,  the  girls  are  employed  in 
common  needle-work,  knitting,  and  fpinning,  and 
in  the  kitchen,  laundry,  and  houfehold  work,  in 
order  to  make  ufeful  fervants  to  fuch  as  may  apply 
for  them.  This  noble  charity  was  firft  eflablimed, 
by  royal  charter,  in  the  year  1739. 

To  the  account  of  thofe  hofpitals  already  given,  I 
might  add  many  others,  fuch  as  the  Middle/ex,  the  Lon- 
don, the  St.  Luke's,  &c.  the  Afylum,  Magdaien-houfe,  and 
the  different  hofpitals  for  lying-in  women,  for  the  relief 
of  widows,  &V.  as  well  as  that  laudable  inftitution 
of  the  Marine-Society  ;  but  as  thefe  matters  are  co- 
pioufly  treated  of  in  other  works,  more  particularly- 
adapted  to  that  purpofe,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  in  ge- 
neral, that  thofe  noble  foundations,  added  to  innu- 
merable alms-houfes,  which  are  to  be  feen  in  almoft 
every  part  of  London,  make  it  certain,  that  there  is 
no  city  in  the  world  can  (hew  the  like  number  of 
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Parities  from  private  hands,  there  being  many  thou- 
sands of  people  maintained,  befides  the  charities  of 
Schooling  for  children,  and  the  collections  made  at 
the  annual  feafls  of  feveral  kinds,  where  money  is 
jgiven  for  putting  out  children  apprentices,  &c.  a 
jgreat  number  of  which  owe  their  rife  to  the  period 
!of  time  included  in  fifty  years  pail. 

VI.  Of  the  Churches  of  London,  Weftminfler,  and 
Southwark. 

"p  H  E  R  E  are  within  the  walls  of  London,  97  pa- 
|  A  rifhes  ;  without  the  walls,  17  ;  the  out-parifhes 
in  Middlefex  and  Surry,  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
12  ;  and  in  the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmlnfier,  1©; 
|n  all,  146.  We  fhall,  as  briefly  as  poflible,  touch 
itpon  the  moft  remarkable  churches. 

We  muft  obferve,  in  the  firft  place,  That  the 
j  hurches  in  London  are  rather  convenient  than  fine, 
lot  adorned  with  pomp  and  pageantry,  as  in  Popijh 
lountries;  but,  like  the  true  Proteftant  plainnefs, 
j  ave  very  little  ornament  either  within  or  without. 

But  the  moll  famous  of  all  the  churches  in  the  ci- 
y,  and  of  alL  the  Proteftant  churches  in  the  world, 
;  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul-,  an  edifice  exceedingly 
eautiful  and  magnificent,  with  the  feweft  faults  of 
ny  building  of  the  like  nature  and  extent;  though 
:s  drefs  is  at  this  time  a  little  out  of  fafhion.  Some, 
ho  would  be  thought  to  have  fkill  in  architecture, 
re  pleafed  to  cenfure  it  for  its  heavinefs  ;  but  that 
bjection,  upon  due  confederation,  will  appear  ill— 
mnded. 
The  vaft  extent  of  the  horizontal  arch  of  the 
upola,  which  fupports  a  flone  lanthorn  near  70  feet 
igh,  may  well  account  for  the  ftrength  of  the  eight 
iers  which  fupport  the  whole  of  that  prodigious 
'eight.  And  though  common  obfervers  affert,  that 
F  2  thofe, 
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thofe,  as  well  as  the  piers  of  all  the  arches  withinfide, 
are  too  thick  and  heavy,  yet,  whoever  knows  any 
thing  of  the  rules  of  architecture,  muft  allow  them 
to  be  as  flender  as  the  ftriclnefs  of  thofe  rules  would 
admit  of  -}  for  the  thicknefs  of  each  pier  is  not  one- 
third  part  of  the  void  of  each  arch.  And  thofe  which 
fupport  the  dome,  when  compared  with  thofe  that 
iupport  the  cupola  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome^  come  out 
to  be  but  one-third  part  of  the  bignefs  of  the  latter, 
the  one  meafuring  240  feet  in  circumference,  the 
other  not  quite  80  -,  yet  the  difference  in  the  dimen- 
fions and  weight  of  the  two  cupolas  is  nothing  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  piers  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
St.  Paul's  is  much  lefs  liable  to  the  objection  of  be- 
ing heavy  than  St.  Peter's. 

Indeed  Gothic  architecture,  which  is  more  familiar 
to  fome  perfons  than  the  other,  admits  of  an  extra- 
vagant airinefs  and  lightnefs.  In  that  fort  of  build- 
ing, the  defigner  is  bound  down  to  no  rules  of  pro- 
portion but  what  his  own  fancy  fuggefts  j  whereas, 
in  the  other,  dimenfions  fo  univerfally  followed,  can- 
not be  deviated  from.  The  height  of  every  arch  hath 
a  fixed  proportion  to  its  breadth  ;  the  doors,  win- 
dows, and  their  ornaments,  have  the  fame ;  the  in- 
tercolumniations,  and  their  entablatures,  are  all  con- 
fined to  certain  admeafurements.  But  where  is  that 
exa&nefs  obferved  in  any  Gothic  ftruchire  *  ?  It 
muft  be  allowed,  there  are  fome  of  thofe  buildings, 
that,  in  the  whole,  look  very  auguft  and  venerable  ; 
yet,  let  any  one  view  the  vaft  buttrefies  round  the 

*  t{  If  thefe  dimenfions  (fays  a  gentleman,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  many  valuable  corrections  in  this  edition,  1778)  are  fo  exadly  fettled. 
in  Grecian  archite&ure,  and  not  in  Gothic,  how  much  greater  muft  be 
the  merit  of  the  defervedly-admired  cbef-a" osuvres  of  the  latter  ?-— St. 
FauFs  is  too  narrow,  and  the  maflifs  too  folid  and  heavy  to  be  agreeable. 
The  French  fay,  no  church  with  tranfepts,  and  a  cupola  fupported  with 
pillars,  has  yet  been  built.  They  promife  much  merit  from  the  execu- 
tion of  this  plan  in  two  churches  at  Paris,  S.  Vi&tirc  and  S*  Genevieve" 

©utfide 
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outfide  of  Wejlminfter- Abbey,  and  fee  what  a  croud  of 
Tines  and  breaks  they  occafion  in  the  perfpecYive,  and 
they  will  then  eafily  account  for  the  lightnefs  of  the 
infide  of  that  church  ;  for  thofe  buttrefTes,  by  extend- 
ing fo  far  out,  fupport  the  whole  ftructure,  more  than, 
its  walls  or  pillars.  This  is  mentioned  for  the  fake 
of  common  obfervers  only  ;  for  to  the  judicious  it  is 
altogether  unnecefTary. 

Sir  Chriflopher  Wren  had  the  fatis  faction  to  find  his 
work  approved  by  the  beft  matters  in  Europe,  who  al- 
lowed, that  the  church  of  St.  Peter's  vxRome,  which 
is  the  molt  ftupendous  ftructure  in  the  world,  only 
exceeds  St.  Paul's  with  refpect  to  its  huge  dimenfions, 
its  rich  mofaic  work,  the  beautiful  marble,  of  which 
both  its  outfide  and  infide  entirely  confift,  the  latter 
in  different  colours,  its  ftatues,  paintings,  gildings, 
altars,  and  oratories* 

The  expence  of  this  magnificent  flructure,  as  it 
was  laid  before  the  parliament  anno  17 11,  including 
the  building  of  the  chapter-houfe  near  ity  purchafing 
of  property,  together  with  the  eftimate  of  what  was 
neceffary  to  complete  the  whole,  in  which  was  in- 
cluded a  ring  of  twelve  bells,  not  yet  put  up,  nor 
caft,  as  alfo  the  furniture  for  the  choir,  amounted  to> 
810,38c/.  4.S. 

This  able  architect,  Sir  Chriflopher  Wren,  at  the 
firft  fetting  about  the  church,  would  have  had  its 
fituation  removed  a  little  to  the  north,  to  ftand  juft 
on  the  fpot  of  ground  which  is  taken  up  by  Pater- 
nojUr-Row,  and  the  buildings  on  either  fide  ;  fo  that 
the  north  fide  of  the  church  mould  have  flood  open 
to  Nevjgate-ftreet,  and  the  fouth  fide  to  the  ground 
on  which  the  church  now  ftands. 

By  this  fjtuation,  the  eaft  end  of  the  church  would 
have  looked  directly  down  the  main  flreet  of  the 
city,  Cheapjide;  and  for  the  weft  end,  Ludgate  having 
been  removed  a  little  north,  the  main  itrect  called 
Ludgate-Jireet,  and  Ludgate-kill>  would  only  have 
F  3  floped 
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Hoped  a  little  W.  S.  W.  irregularly  two  ways,,  one 
within,  and  the  other  without  the  gate;  and  all  th* 
ftreet  beyond  Fleet-bridge  would  have,  received  na 
alteration  at  all. 

By  this  fituation,  the  common  thoroughfare  of  the 
city  would  have  been  removed  at  a  little  further  dis- 
tance from  the  work,  and  we  mould  not  then  have 
been  obliged  to  walk  juft  under  the  very  wall,  as  we 
do  now,  which  makes  the  work  appear  out  of  all  per- 
fpedtive,  and  is  the  chief  reafon  of  the  objections  I 
have  mentioned,  as  to  the  outfide  appearance  ;  where- 
as, had  it  been  viewed  at  a  little  diftance,  the  build- 
ing would  have  been  kexi  infinitely  to  more  advan- 
tage. 

Had  Sir  Chriftopber  been  allowed  this  fituation,  he 
would  then  alfo  have  had  more  room  for  the  orna- 
ment of  the  weft  end,  which,  though  a  moft  beautiful 
work,  would  then  have  been  much  more  (o;  and  he 
would  have  added  a  circular  piazza  to  it,  after  the 
model  of  that  at  Rome,  but  much  more  magnificent  j 
and  an  obelilk  of  marble  in  the  center  of  the  circle* 
exceeding  any  thing  that  the  world  can  fhew  of  its 
kind,  of  modern  work. 

But  the  circumftance  of  things  hindered  this  noble 
defign ;  and  the  city  being  almoft  rebuilt  before  he 
obtained  an  order  and  provifion  for  laying  the  founda- 
tion, he  was  prefcribed  to  the  narrow  fpot  where  it 
now  ftands,  in  which  the  building,  however  magni- 
ficent in  itfeif,  ftands  with  great  difadvantage  as  to 
the  profpeet  of  it.  The  inconveniences  of  this  were 
fo  apparent  when  the  church  was  finifhed,  that  leave 
was  at  length,  though  not  without  difficulty,  obtain- 
ed, to  pull  down  one  whole  row  of  houfes  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  body  of  the  church,  to  make  way 
for  the  noble  balluftrade  of  caft  iron,  raifed  upon  an 
handfome  ftone  wall  of  above  a  yard  high,  that  fur- 
rounds  the  church-yard  j  and,  indeed,  to  admit  light 

into 
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into  the  church,  as  wc-11  as  to  preferve  it  from  the 
danger  of  lire. 

Of  the  other  churches,  the  moll'  remarkable  are, 
Covent-garden  ;  the  churches  of  St.  Mary  le  Bow, 
and  St.  Bride's  -,  the  two  latter  for  having  the  fineft 
fteeples  in  the  world  ;  efpecially  Bow.  The  infide 
of  the  church  of  St,  Stephen  Walbrook  is  admired  by 
every  foreigner.  The  contrivance  and  beauty  of  other 
churches,  confidering  how  they  were  obliged,  una- 
voidably, to  be  thruft up  in  corners,  and  odd  angles, 
is  amazingly  fine. 

The  new  churches  ?£Limehoufe,  Rat diffe- highway, 
Spitalfields,  Old-Jlreet,  the  Strand,  Qrmond-Jlreet, 
Hanover-fquare,  the  Horfe-ferry,  St.  Mary;Woolnoth, 
BiJhopfgatev  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch,-  St.  Catharine 
Coleman,  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  St.  Giles}  and  that 
in  Bloomfiury,  lean  only  mention.-  But  the  latter, 
I  muft  obferve,  was  the  fir-ft  building  wherein  was 
introduced  a  portico  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient 
temples.  -  The  body  of  the  church  is  a  maflerly  per- 
formance ;  but  the  placing,  for  a  weathercock, .  the 
ftatue  of  a  prince  famous  for  good  fenfe  and  fteadi- 
nefs,  is  an  abfurdity  peculiar  to  the  church  of  Bloomf- 
bury,  ■ 

That  incomparable  piece,  called  The  Banquetting- 
houfe  at  Whitehall,  is  now  made  ufe  of  as  a  chapel. 
It  was  defigned  by  Inigo  'Jones,  as  one  pavilion  of  the 
admirable  model  he  gave  for  a  palace.  And  if  this 
fpecimen  has  juftly  commanded  the  admiration  of 
mankind,  what  would  the  finifhed  piece  have  done  ! 
Here  is  ftrength  and  politenefs,  ornament  with  fim- 
plicity,  and  beauty  with  majefty.  It  is,  without  dif- 
pute,  one  of  the  nobleft  ftructures  in  the  world.  The 
cieling  is  an  admirable  piece  of  painting  by  Rubens* 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  Britain  will  one  day  have  th?  glory  to 
accomplifh  it,  according  to  this  plan,  and  then  it  will 
far  exceed  any  palace  in  the  univerfe. 

The  abbey,  or  collegiate  church  of  Wejlminjler,  is 
F  4  a  venerable 
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a  venerable  old  pile  of  building  5  but  now  appears 
with  a  new  face,  to  what  it  did  fome  years  ago;  for 
two  towers  are  erected  at  the  weft  end.  The  welt 
window,  between  thefe  towers,  is  very  beautiful  j 
and  the  window  alfo  fronting  King-Jireet,  finifhed  in 
the  deanry  of  the  late  Bifhop  Atterhury,  is  one  of  the 
fineft  modern  performances  of  its  kind. 

This  building,  however,  though  very  extenfive,  is 
.far  lefs  elegant  than  feveral  other  Gothic  ftru&ures ; 
its  outfide  can  never  be  made  beautiful  $  and  within, 
it  is  extravagantly  out  of  proportion,  with  regard  to 
the  height  and  breadth  of  the  middle  nef  and  fide- 
ailes.  The  high  altar  withinfide  is  a  noble  piece, 
and  had  a  wonderful  fine  effecl:  from  the  weft  door, 
before  the  organ,  erected  fome  few  years  ago,  inter- 
cepted its  view. 

This  abbey  is  the  repofitory  of  the  deceafed  Britijh 
kings  and  nobility,  and  very  fine  monuments  are  feen 
over  fome  of  their  graves. 

The  monarchs  of  Great  Britain  are  crowned  here. 

Churches  in  Southward, 

1.  The  church  of  St.  Mary,  vulgarly  called  St. 
Mary  Overy,  and  St.  Saviour,  in  Southwark.  It  is  a 
renerable  Gothic  pile,  having  two  ailes  running  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  a  crofs  aile,  after  the  manner  of  a 
cathedral. 

2.  The  church  of  St.  George  Southwark  is  new- 
built,  but  with  a  mean  fteeple. 

3.  St.  Thorny  %  is  a  neat  and  convenient  edifice. 

4.  St.  Olaves  is  alfo  new  built. 

5.  St.  John's,  vulgarly  called  Horjteydown  church, 
is  one  of  the  fifty  new  ones. 

6.  The  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  Bermondfey 
is  a  neat  ftru&ure. 

7.  Ch  iJi-Cburch  is  new  built  5  as  is  alfo, 

8.  Rotkerhith-Ckurch. 

VII.  Of 
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Ml.  Of  St.  James' s  Palace,  the  Parliament-Houfe, 
Weftminfter-Hall,  &c. 

"pHE  palace  of  St.  James's,  though  the  winter  re— 
-*■  ceptacle  of  all  the  pomp  and  glory  of  this  king-- 
Eom,  is  really  mean,  in  comparifon  of  the  glorious 
ourt  of  Great  Britain.  The  fplendor  of  the  nobi— 
ity,  the  wealth  and  greatnefs  of  the  attendants,  the 
economy  of  the  houfe,  and  the  real  grandeur  of  the 
vhole  royal  family,  outdo  all  the  courts  of  Europe  $ 
nd  yet  this  palace  comes  beneath  thofe  of  the  mofi 
letty  princes  in  it ;  although  there  cannot  be  in  the 
/orld  a  nobler  fituation  for  a  royal  palace  than  White- 
all.  And  it  is  with  fome  concern,  that  we  fee  fa 
ine  a  fpot  become  a  facrifice  to  private  fpirit,  fo  much 
,f  it  being  given  away  to  particular  families,  as 
nakes  more  remote,  than  we  might  otherwife  expect, 
he  hope  of  feeing  a  palace  built  there,,  worthy  of 
he  glory  of  our  monarchs. 

:  Many  plans  have  been,  drawn  for  the  rebuilding  of 
his  palace  ;  but  the  moft  celebrated  draughts  are 
hofe  of  Inigo  "Jones,  and  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  Camp- 
ell's  VitJ-uvius  Britannicus,  and  Mr..  Kent's  edition 
M  Jones's  works.  Trie  laft  of  thefe,  if  executed, 
vould,  for  magnificence  and  beauty,  tranfcend  even 
he  temple  of  Solomon,  if  we  are  to  form  a  judgment 
rom  the  plans  given  of  that  famous  edifice.  But  it 
is  a  queftion,  whether  the  expence  would  not  exceed 
hat  of  St.  Peters  at  Rome,  which  c  oft  forty  millions 
if  Roman  crowns.. 

As  the  court  is  now  ftated,  all  the  offices  and  places 
or  bufinefs  are  fcattered  about,  here  and  there. 

The  parliament  meets,  as  they  ufed  to  do  while  the 

ourt  was  at  Wejiminfter,  in  the  King's  old  palace  5. 

tor  can   it  be  faid  but  the  place  is  made  tolerably 

'iouvenient  for  them*    The  houfe  of  commons  meet 

¥g  in 
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in  the  chapel  of  the  palace  at  Wejlminjler,  dedicated 
to  St.  Stephen,  and  fitted  for  this  purpofe  by  Sir 
Chrijlopher  Wren. 

The  houfe  of  lords  is  a  venerable  old  apartment, 
and  hung  with  tapeftry,  reprefenting  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanijh  armada. 

Wejlminfler-Hall,  a  noble  Gothic  building,  in  which 
are  held  the  courts  of  juftice,  is  faid  to  be  the  largeft 
room  in  the  world,  being  near  300  feet  long,  and  70 
feet  wide.  Here  is  held  the  coronation-feaft  of  the 
kings  and  queens  of  England  \  alfo  the  courts  of 
chancery,  king's-bench,  and  common-pleas  5  an<J 
above  flairs,  that  of  the  exchequer. 

Adjoining  to  the  hall  are  kept  the  numerous  offices 
belonging  to  the  exchequer  of  England,  fome  of  them 
very  dark  and  inconvenient,  and  fuch  as  to  a  ftranger 
would  afford  no  very  remote  idea  (particularly  in 
fome  ©f  the  avenues  from  office  to  office)  of  the  dif- 
mal  manfions  to  which  money- tranfa&ions  are  thought 
often  to  bring  the  devoted  fubjects  of  Plutus, 


VIII.  Of  the  Statues,  and  other  public  Ornaments,  in- 
and  about  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter. 

npHIS  article  we  infert  rather  for  the  fake  of  the. 
■*■.     number  of  the  ftatues,  &c.  than  their  excel- 
lence ;  though  fome  of  them  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
valuable. 

The  brafs  ftatue  of  King  James  II.  in  the  habit  of 
a  Roman  Cafar,  in.  the  Privy-garden  at  Whitehall,  is 
a  beautiful  one,  and  can  hardly  be  outdone  by  any 
modern  performance  of  that  kind  in  Europe. 

A  fine  brats  buft  of  King  Charles  I.  done  by  Paniniy 
%  famous  Italian  mafter  of  fculpture,  is  placed  over 
the  paflage  at  the  upper  end  of  Wejlminjler-hall,  ad- 
joining  to  the  court  of  king's-bench,  which,  though 
little  obferved*  is  very  curious 

The 
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The  ftatue  of  brafsof  King  Charles  I.  on  horfe- 
back,  at  Charing-crofs,  is  a  curious  piece,  though  not 
perfect,  according  to  the  nation  of  fome  critics. 

At  St.  jP^w/'s,  the  figures  of  the  Apo/llesznd  Evan± 

gelijls,  on   the  weft,  north,  and   fouth  fronts  ;    and 

in  the  middle  of  the  area,  the  ftatue  of  her  late  Ma- 

jefty  Queen  Anne^  at  full   length,  crowned,  with  a 

I  fceptre  in  one  hand,  and  a  globe  in  the  other,  round 

!  the  pedeftal  of  which  are  the  figures  of  Britannia* 

\  France  (in  a  penfive  attitude,)  Ireland^  and  America  ;  : 

I  St.  Paul,  with  a  group  of  other  figures  exprefiing  his 

converfion,  are  finely  done  in  alto-relievo,  over  the 

door  in  the  weft  front. 

Oh  the  front  of  the  hall  of  the  College  of  Phyficians*  , 
toward  the  court,  is  a  ftatue  of  King  Charles  II.  well 
cut  in  ftone.  On  the  weft-fide  of  the  theatre  is 
alfo  the  ftatue  of  Sir  John  Cutler +  carved  in  ftone.  A 
fine  bufto  of  Dr.  Harvey ,  who  firft  difcovered  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  is  alfo  erected  in  the  front 
;  of  the  hall,  at  the  expence  of  the  late  Dr.  Richard 
Mead. 

In  the  front  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital,  next 
'  Smith  fields  which  is  a  very  hand  fome  gate- way,  is  a 
i  ftatue  of  King  Henry  VIII.  done  in  a  good  tafte. 

In  the  Royal  Exchange  ^  the  ftatues  of  Edward  I. 

\  Edward  III.  Henry  V.   Henry  VI.  Edward  IV.  Ed- 

wardV.  Henry  VII.  Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI.  Mary  I. 

Elizabeth,  Ja?nes  I.   Charles  I.  Charles  11.  James  11. 

\  William  III.  and  Mary  II.  Anne,  George  I.  George  II. 

!  and  III.     Alfo  on  the  fouth-fide  are  two  fine  ftatues 

;  ofCharlesl.  and  Charles  11.  A  ftatue  of  King  Charlesll* 

i  in  a  Roman  habit,    in  the  center  of  the  area,  is  a 

noble   performance.     Alfo   a   ftatue   of   Sir   Thomas 

Grejham  ;  and  now,  lately,  another  erected  near  it, 

in  honour  of  Sir  John  Barnard^  one  of  the  worthier! 

and  abkft  reprefentatives  that  ever  the  city  of  London 

fent  to  parliament.     But  if  thefe  two  were  the  fineft 

in  the  world  (as  they  certainly  are  not)  the  place 

F  6  where 
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where  they  are  fixed  would  conceal  their  beauty,  an<t- 
they  might  as  well  be  placed  in  a  cellar. 

The  two  figures  over  the  gate  to  Bethlehem  hof- 
pital,  one  reprefenting  aperfon  melancholy  mad,  the 
other  one  raving,  are  inimitable  performances,  by 
Mr.  Cibber,  father  of  the  late  laureat. 

In  St.  Thomas's  hofpital,  Southivark,  a  ftatue  of  Sir 
Robert  Clayton,  in  marble  ;  another  in  brafs  of  Ed- 
ward VI. 

In  Mr.  Guy's  hofpkal,  a  ftatue  in  brafs  of  that 
^gentleman. 

A  good  ftatue  of  Charles  II.  in  brafs,  in  a  Roman 
habit,  is  in  the  quadrangle  before  Chelfea  College. 

In  the  public  office  of  the  bank  is  a  curious  marble- 
ftatue  of  William.  IIL  its  royal  founder,  with  an  in- 
fcription  to  his  honour. 

Before  I  quit  this  article,  I  muft  here  mention,, 
that  in  the  road  a  little  fouth  from  Black-friars  bridge,. 
is  a  fubftantial  ftone  obelifk,  with  the  menfuration- 
of  its  diftance  from  fome  neighbouring  places.  But 
this  is  very  trifling,  with  refpecl:  to  what  might  fa 
eafily  be  done  in  this  way,  by  means  of  the  pillar- 
in  the  interferon  of  Ludgate  and  Fleet-Jheet,  Bridge^ 
fireet  and  Fleet-market,  as  thefe  four  ways  go  eafty 
weft,  north  and  fouth,.  and,  when  the  northern; 
approach  to  the  bridge,.,  by  a  fine  ftraight  ftreet  fhall 
be  compleated,  will  pierce  this  great  city  in  the 
moft  perfect  and  beautiful  manner..  This  ftone 
fhould  be  confidered  as  the  center  of  alL  the  Britijk 
roads,  and  its  diftances  from  the  Land's  End  every, 
way  marked  on  the  fides  of  the  corner  houfes  front- 
ing, the  fpeclator.  A  firft^  fecond  and  third  mile- 
ilone  fhould  be  put  up-  along  the  ftreets,  on  each* 
fide  of  the  way,,  and  the  old  mile-ftones  in  the 
country  altered  to  continue  their  menfuration.  -  At 
prefent,  every  road  begins  its  meafurement  from  a 
different  point,  as  the  Dover  road  from  London- bridge* 
the  great  weftem  load  from  Eyde-p«rk  corner,  &c». 
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IX.  Of  the  Gates  of  London  and  Weftminfterv 

*Tp  H  E  gates  of  the  city  of  London were  feven,  be*~ 
-*•     fides  poilerns. 

Ludgaie  was  a  prifon  for  debty  for  freemen  of  the 
city  only.  It  is  now  taken  down,  in  order  to  open 
the  pafFage  for  the  convenience  of  both  cities. 

Newgate  is  a  prifon  for  criminals,  both  in  Londoft 
and  Middlefex,  and  for  debtors  alfo  for  Middlefex^ 
being  the  county  goal.  By  a  late  act  of  parliament 
the  old  goal  is  pulled  down,  and  a  new  one  erected, 
which  is  a  grand  ftrueture,  being  much  larger,, 
ftronger,  and  more  commodious  and  healthy  for  its 
unfortunate  inhabitants,  with  a  new  and  convenient 
SeJJions  houfe,  all  built  with  Portland  ftone,  on  the 
fpot  between  Old  Newgate  and  Surgeons-ball  in  the 
Old  Bailey. 

Moor  gate  was  a  beautiful  gate- way,,  the  arch  Being; 
near  20  feet  high,  for  the  city  trained  bands  to  march 
through  with  their  pikes  advanced,  which  are  now 
difufed.  It  has  likewife  been  pulled  down,  and  fe- 
veral  large  houfes  built  near  the  fite  of  it. 

Cripple  gate  was  very  old  and  mean,  and  is  now 
taken  down, 

Bijbopfgate-,  though  newly  rebuilt,  yet  not  with  the 
leaft  elegance,  is  alfo  taken  down. 

Alder f gate  and  Aldgate  made  handfome  appearances  : 
but  were  (in  1761)  both  taken  down,  as  well  as  Lud± 
gate,  Crippiegatey  and  Bijhopfgate. 

Temple-bar  is  the  only  gate  now  left  ftanding,  erect- 
ed at  the  extent  of  the  city ;  and  this  was  occasioned 
by  fome  needful  ceremonies,  as  at  the  proclaiming 
any  King  or  Queen  of  England,  at  which  time  the. 
gates  are  {but.  The  herald  at  arms  knocks  hard  at  the 
door  ;  the  fherifFs  of  the  city  call  back,  afking,  Who 
Js  there  ?  Then  the  herald  anfwers,  /  come  to  pro- 

ilaimt 
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cttitn,  &c.  according  to  the  name  of  the  Prince  who 
is  to  fucceed  to  the  crown j  and  repeating  the  titles 
of  Great' Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  at  which 
the  fherifFs  open,  and  bid  them  welcome  ;  they  then 
go  onto  the  Exchange,  where  they  make  the  laft 
proclamation.  - 

There  was  formerly  another  gate  belonging  to  the 
city  of  London,  called  the  Poftern  Gate,  at  Tower- 
hill ,  but,  being  partly  demolished  by  time,  it  is  now 
turned  into  private  buildings. 

Wejlminfter  had  no  lefs  than  five  gates,  and  all 
within  a  fmall   compafs   of  ground  ;  as,  rirft,  The 
noble  Gothic  gate   at  Whitehall,    very    lately    taken 
down,  though  long  left  Handing  for  the  beauty  of 
its  workroanfhip  ;  faid  to  be  a  defign  of  Holbein's, 
and  that   the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  carried (  the 
materials  to  Wind/or,  and  there  fet  them  up  again  : 
fecondly,  a  gate  a  little   farther,  where  King-Jlreet 
begins,  which  was  a  good  old  itructure,  and  pulled 
down  a  few  years  ago  to  enlarge  the  paflage  ;  third- 
ly, a  gate  where  now  Union-Jlreet  is,  communicating 
King-Jlreet  with    the   New   Palace-yard.     This    has 
been  feveral  years  demolifhed  ;  fourthly,  a  gate  lead-r- 
ing from  New  Palace-yard  to  St.   Mar  gar  e  f  s- lane  ^, 
which  has  been  lately  pulled  down,  to  enlarge  that I 
paftage  by  which  the  King   goes   to  the  Houfe  of; 
Lords;  fifthly,  the  Gate- houfe,  near  the  weft  end  of 
the  Abbey ;  which  is  an  old  building,  ufed  for  the. 
public  gaol  of  the  city  of  Wejlminfter*     This  too  is' 
pulled  down,  and  great  improvements:  are  making,, 
by  opening  new  or  enlarging  old  avenues. -. 

To  thefe  we  may  alfo  add,  the  Water-gate  at  Weft-- 
minjler,  in  New  Palace-yard,  near  which  the  noble- 
bridge  I  have  defcribed  is  ere&ed. 


X.  Of 
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X.    Of  the  Mar  fats  of  Londonv . 

A  MO  N  G  thefe,  that  of  Smithfield,  for  cattle  is, 
without  queftion,  the  greateft  in  the  world  :  it; 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  make  any  certain  cal- 
culation of  the  numbers  of  horfes,  oxen,,  cows,  calves,-, 
fheep,  &c.  fold  in  this  market, ;  which  is  held  every 
Monday  and  Friday* 

There  is  alfo  a  great  market,  or  rather  fair,  for 
horfes,  in  Smithfield,  every  Friday  in  the  afternoon,-, 
where  very  great  numbers  of  horfes, .  and  fometimes 
thofe  of  the  higheft.  price,  are  fold  weekly. 

The   flefh-markets    are    Leaden-hall^    Honey-lane^- 
Newgate,  the  Fleet,  Clare,  Shadwell,  Southwark,  Wejl-r 
.,  minjler,  Spitalfields,  Whitechapel,  Brookes-,  Bhamfbury? ... 
Newport,    St.  fames's,,.  Carnaby,-   Oxford,    Hunger-*- 
ford  -,  and  another  held  on  Monday,  JVednefdayy  and : 
Friday,  weekly,  at  Brook-field  by  Mayr-fair,  in  the 
I  parifh  of  St.  George,  Hanover- fquare,  for  meat,  herb-. 
;  age,  CSV.  That  of  Wejftminjler  is  newly-  built  over- 
againft  the  Abbey,  towards  the  P-arfc 

At  all  thefe  markets^  a  part. is   fet  by  for  a  Fijb- 
\  market,  and  a  part  for  an Herb  -mar ket ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  there  are  the   following  particular  fifh 
and  Herb-markets  $  viz* 

Fifh  markets  at  Billing fgate,  FiJh-Jlreet-hill,  and 
Old  FiJh-JlreeU 

Herb  markets,  Covent-gardett,  and,  fome  years  ago, 
Stocks-market,,  which  was  removed  to  Fleet-ditch,  to 
make  room  for  the  Manfion-houfe  for  the  Lord 
Mayor. 

Stocks-market  ±  when  it  was  in  being,  was  the  mofl 
I  confiderable  in  the  world,  for  all  forts  of  efculent 
herbs.  , 

At  the  Three  Cranes  are  alio  markets  for  cherries, 
apples,  and  other  fruits. 

Meal- 
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Meal-markets,  at  £)ueenhith,  Hungerford,  and  Ditch- 
fide. 

Hay-markets,  at  White  chap  el,  Smithfield,  South- 
wark)  the  Haymarket-Jireet,  IVeJtminjter,  and  Bkomf- 
$ury. 

Leather-market,  at  Leaden-hall. 

Hides  and   (kins,  at  Leaden-hall  and  Wood's-dofe* 

Coal-markets,  at  Rome-land,  and  Coal  Exchange* 

Bay-market,  at  Leaden-hall. 
-  Broad-cloth-market,  at  Blackwell-hall. 

The  lafr.  three  are,  without  doubt,  the  greatefr.  in 
the  world  of  thofe  kinds. — There  are  moreover  mul- 
titudes of  coal-merchants,  who  have  coal- wharfs* 
from  the  Hermitage  one  way,  to  the  Horfe-ferryT 
Weftminjler,  another,  which  may  be  deemed  fo  many 
markets. 

The  great  market  called  Leaden-hall  (of  which  a 
Spanijh  arnbafTador  faid,  There  was  as  much  meat 
fold  in  it  in  one  month,  as  would  fuffice  all  Spain 
for  a  year)  contains  three  large  fquares,  every  fquare 
having  feveral  outlets  into  divers  flreets,  and  all  in- 
to one  another.  The  nrft,  and  chief,  is  called,  the 
Beef-market.  In  this  fquare,  every  Wednefday,  is 
kept  a  market  for  raw  hides,  tanned  leather,,  and1 
fhoemakers  tools  ;  and  in  the  warehoufes,  up  flairs, 
©n  the  eafl:  and  fouth  fides  of  the  fquare,  is  the  great, 
market  for  Colchejler  bays. 

The  fecond  fquare  is  divided  into  two  oblongs.: 
in  the  firil  is  the  fifh  market,  and  in  the  other  a 
market  for  country  higlers,  who  bring  pork,  butter, 
eggs,  pigs,  rabbets,  fowls,  &c* 

In  the  north  part  of  the  nfh  market,  the  place  be- 
ing too  large  for  the  fifhmongers  ufe,  are  the  ftalls 
of  the  town  butchers  for  mutton  and  veal,  the  beft 
and  largeft  of  which,  that  England  can  produce,,  are 
to  be  bought  there ;  and  the  eaft  part  is  a  fleih-mar- 
ket  for  country  butchers. 

The  third  and  laft  fquare,  which  is  alfo  very  large, 

**• 
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9  divided  into  three  parts  :  round  the  circumference 
fjs  the  butter-market,  with  all  the  forts  of  higlery 
i;oods,  as  before  ;  the  fouth  part  is  the  poultry- 
narket,  and  the  bacon-market ;  and  the  center  is  an 
ierb-market.  And  many  more  conveniencies  and 
idditions  lately  made  to  this  prodigious  market,  which 
we  have  not  room  to  particularize. 

All  the  other  markets  follow  the  fame  method,  in 
i proportion  to  the  room  they  have  for  it. 

There  are  two  corn-markets,  viz.  Mark-lane  and 
Queenhith.  The  Corn-Exchange  in  Mark-lane  is  an 
elegant  modern  building  \  and  here  are  fold  immenfe 
quantities  of  corn  that  are  brought  by  fea,  from  the 
counties  which  lie  commodious  for  that  carriage. 
Here  corn  may  be  faid  not  to  be  fold  by  horfe-loads, 
or  cart-loads,  but  by  {hip-loads  ;  and,  except  the 
corn-chambers  and  magazines  in  Holland,  when  the 
fleets  come  in  from  Dantzick  and  England,  the  whole 
world  cannot  equal  the  quantity  bought  and  fold 
here  ;  for  no  quantity  can  be  wanted  either  for  home 
confumption,  or  for  foreign  exportation,  but  the 
corn-faclors,  who  are  the  managers  of  this  market, 
are  ready  to  fupply  it. 

Queenhith  is  chiefly  for  malt ;  the  barley  of  which, 
takes  up  the  ground  of  fo  many  hundred  thoufand 
acres  of  land  in  the  counties  of  Surry,  Bucks,  Berks,. 
Oxford,  Southampton,  and  Wilts,  and  is  called  weft 
country  malt. 

It  is  true,  a  very  great  quantity  of  malt,  and  of 
other  corn  too,  is  brought  to  fome  other  places  on 
the  river,  and  fold  there ;  viz.  to  Milford-lane,  above 
the  bridge,  and  the  Hermitage,  below  the  bridge  ; 
but  this  is,  in  general,  a  branch  of  the  trade  of  the 
other  places. 

It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  ghieenhith  is  alfo  a 
very  great  market  for  meal,  as  well  as  malt,  and>( 
perhaps,  the  greateft  in  England, 

The  next  market,  which  is  more  than  ordinary 

remark-- 
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remarkable,,  is  kept  every  morning  at  the  Coal-Ex. 
change  at  Billing/gate.     The  fpot  on  which  the  Ex- 
change now  ftands,  was   formerly  called  Homeland 
but  from  what  original  ifc  derived  that  name,  hiftorr. 
is  now  ftlent. 

The  city  of  London,,  and  parts  adjacent, .  as  alfo  al  I 
the   fouih   of  England,  are   fupplied   with    coals,,  bj1 
fea,    called   therefore  Sea^coal,    from  Newcaftle  upoi 
Tyne,  and  from   the  coafi:  of  Durham  and  Northum- 
berland:.   This  trade  is  efteemed  the  great  nurfery  o 
our  feamen.     I  fhal.1  have  occafion  to  fay  more  of  i 
in   my   account   of  the   northern   parts  of  England 
The  quantity  of  coals,  which,  one  year  with  an- 
other,  are  burnt  and  confumed  in  and  about  thii 
city,   is  fuppofed   to  be  about  800,000   chaldrons, 
every  chaldron  containing  36  buihels,and  generally ' 
weighing  3000  weight. 

Moft  of  thefe  coals  are  bought  and  fold  at  thif 
Exchange;  and  though  fometimes,  efpecially  in  caft 
of  a  war,-  or  of  contrary  winds,-  a  fleet  from  500  tc 
700  fail  of  fhips  comes  up  the  river  at  a  time,  yet 
they  never  want  a  market.  The  brokers  of  thefe 
coals  are  called  Crimps  ;  the  vefTels  they  load  their 
fhips  with  at  Newcajlle,  Keels  5  and  the  fhips  that 
bring.them,  Cats,  and  Hags,, or  Hag-boats^  Fly-boats^ 
and  the  like  *. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  as  theeityofiia^wocca- 
lions  the  confumption  of  fo  great  a  quantity  of  corn 
and  coals,  fo  the  meafurement  of  them  is  under  the 
inspection  of  the  lord  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen  ; 
and  for  the  direclionof  it,  there  is  allowed  a  certain 
number  of  corn-meters,  and  coal-meters,  whofe 
places  are  for  life,  and  bring  them  in. a.  very  con- 
iiderable  income. 

*  That  able  and  worthy  commanded  Captain  Cook.,'  has  determined/ 
from  the  fulleft  experience,  that  thefe  ftrong  roomy  vefTels,  which  draw 
little  water  in  proportion  to  their  bulk,  ate  the.  fitteft  fhips  for  making; 
difcoveries  in  the  moil  diftaat  parts* . 

They, 
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h  They  have  abundance  of  poor  men  employed  under 
;  tern,  who  are  alfo  called  meters,  and  are,  or  ought 
pbe,  freemen  of  the  city. 

I  This  is,  indeed,  a  kind  of  tax,  as  well  upon  the 
l)als  as  corn  ;  but  the  buyer  is  abundantly  recom- 
imfed,  by  being  afcertained  in  his  meafure  $  for  the 
iyorn  meters  are  fo  placed  between  the  buyer  and  the 
I  Her,  and  have  fo  many  eyes  upon  them  (being  be- 
des  men  of  character,)  that  there  is  hardly  ever  any 
jiom  for  complaint  on  this  head. 

I.  Of  the  public  Schools  and  Libraries,  the  Britifh 
I  Mufeum,  and  other  ejlabitjhments^  tending  to  pro* 
mote  learning  andfcience. 

p  H  E  Royal  Society,    in  Crane-court,  Fleet-Jheet ; 

■■     the  Royal  Free-fchool,  at  Wejlminfler,    founded 

y  Queen  Elizabeth,  is  not  outdone  even  by  thofe  of 

\7inchejier  arid  Eton,  for  the  excellent  fcholars  it  has 

roduced,  and  is  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition. 

St.  Paul's  fchool,  founded  by  Dr.  Colet,  dean  of 

t.  Paul's,  is  a  fine  foundation  for  153  boys,  to  be 

Kught  gratis* 

j  Merchant-Taylors  fchool,  in  Suffolk-lane,  Tlwmes- 
\reet,  was  founded  by  Sir  Thomas  White,  founder  of 
t.  John's  college,  Oxon,  for  100  fcholars  to  be  taught 
ratis,  ico  more  for  half  a  crown^  and  another  iQdr 
>r  five  millings  a  quarter  ;  and  has  46  fellowfhips 
(tablifhed  in  St.  John's  college,  for  fcholars  elected, 
om  this  fchool. 

Another  excellent  fchool  was  founded  at  Mercers*  ~ 
wpel,  by  that,  company. 
To  fay  nothing  of  the  noble  found<ation  of  the  Char- 
r-houfe,  mentioned    before,  and  of  upwards  "of  70 
harity-fchools,  upheld  by  the   benevolent  contribu-  - 
ons  of  charitable  perfons  ;   nor  of  the  mathematical 
nd  other  fchools  at.ChrjJl's  hofpital  -t  nor  of  the  li- 
braries . 
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braries  of  the  Te?nple  and  other  Inns  of  court,  that  c 
Caftle-yard^  near  the  Mews^  &c. 

In  Redcrofs-Jlreet,  near  Cripple  gat  e^  an  handfom 
building  was  erected  Anno  1 727,  by  the  late  Dj 
Daniel  Williams^  a  difTenting  teacher,  for  a  publi 
library  for  the  ufe  of  the  difTenting  rninifters  C 
London. 

The  profeffors  of  the  college  founded  by  Sir  Thome 
Grejham^  in  Bijbopfgate-ftreet^  158 1,  who  read  lee 
tures  at  four  o'clock  every  afternoon  during  term 
time,  in  divinity,  aftronomy,  geometry,  rhetoric 
phyfic,   mufic. 

The  Antiquary  (aciety,  incorporated  Nov.  2,  1751 
Their  anniverfary,  St.  Gsorge's-day  -3  places  of  meet 
ing,  Chancery-lane. 

The  fociety  for  promoting  Chriftian  knowledgt 
1698,  Bartletfs-BuildingSy  Holborn.  It  overfees  all  tt 
charity-fchools,  diftributes  religious  books  and  tract: 
and  fupports  the  proteftant  miffion  in  the  Eaji- Indie, 
jointly  with  the  King  of  Denmark, 

The  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  foreig 
parts,  incorporated  by  charter  1701,  meets  at  S 
Martins  library,  near  the  Mews^  Charing-crofs.  Th 
members  are  truftees  for  Codrington  college  in  Cam 
bridge.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Youngs  of  Wellwyt, 
Hertford/hire^  generoufly  gave  1000  guineas  for  pre 
moting  its  worthy  ends. 

The  library  at  Sion  college,  London  wall ',  founde 
by  Thomas  White^  D.D.  1623,  and  incorporated  b 
King  Charles  II. 

Society  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  manufec 
tures,  and  commerce,  inflituted  1753.  A  molt  lau 
dable  and  profperous  inflitution. 

The  valuable  collection,  called,  the  Cotton  Library 
is  fo  well  known,  that  we  (hall  only  further  mentio; 
the  great  difafter  that  befel  it  in.  the  year  17  31,  whe. 
a  fire  happened,  which,  burnt  and  defaced  a  gres 
number  of  valuable  manufcripts  5  but  moft  happil 
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Ijvas  difcovered  and  extinguifhed,  before  it  made  fo 
pat  a  deftru£tion  as  was  at  firft  apprehended. 
[The  Britijh  Mufeum,  which  confirms  of  Sir  Hans 
\ane's  famous  collection  of  curiofities  and  natural 
j)ducl:ions  ;  his  library  of  printed  books,  his  ma- 
ifcripts,  all  together  coding  him  more  than  50,000/. 
Iiich  he  directed  to  be  offered  to  the  parliament  for 
1,000/.  and  was  accepted  on  thefe  terms  :  The  Cot- 

:  Library  being  joined  to  it,  the  whole  required  fo 
Jich  room,  that  Montague-honfe  in  Blotmjbury,  a  very 
jble  and  roomy  manfion,  was  purchafed,  as  a  fit  re- 
ctory for  fo  valuable  a  treafure.  Another  famous 
irary  of  printed  books  and  MSS.  has  been  alfo 
;  rchafed  by  the  public,  and  added  to  the  above,  col- 
lied  by  the  late  earl  of  Oxford,  called  The  Harleian 
1  brary. 

The  names  and  numbers  of  the  feveral  things 
intained  in  Sir  Hans  Shane's  collection  only  are  as 
Mow  : 

•  1.  The  library,  which,  including  about  347  vols, 
\  drawings  and  illuminated  books,  3506  vols,  of 

SS.  together  with  the  books  of  prints,  confifts  of 

out  50,000  vols. 

2.  Medals. 

3.  Seals,  &c.  268. 

!  4.  Cameo's,  intaglio's,  &V.  about  700. 

5.  Precious  ftones,  agates,  jafpers,  &c,  2256. 

6.  VefTels,  &c.  of  agates,  jafpers,  £sV.  542. 

7.  Cryftals,  fpars,  &c,  1864. 

8.  Foffils,  flints,  ftones,  &c.  1275. 

9.  Metals,  mineral  ores,  &c.  2725. 

10.  Earths,  fands,  falts,  &c.   1035. 

11.  Bitumens,  fulphurs,  ambers,  ambergris,  k?c* 

?9-     w 

12.  Paleae,  micae,  388. 

13.  Teftacea,  or  fhells,  5848. 

14.  Corals,  fponges,  6fV.   142-1. 

15.  Echini,  echinites,  ($>.  659. 

16.  Afte- 
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16.  Alierise,  trochi,  entrochi,  &c.  241. 

17.  Cruftacea,  or  crabs,  &c.  368. 
15.  Stellas  marinas,  &c.   178. 

19.  Fifhes,  and  their  parts,  1555. 
!2,o.  Birds,    and   their  parts  ;   eggs,    and  nefts  of 
different  fpecies,   1172. 

21.  Vipers,  ferpents,  &c.  52K 

22.  Qiiadrupedes,  6ft.   1886. 

23.  Infects,  5439. 

24.  Humana,  as  calculi,  anatomical  preparations, 
fcfc  756. 

25.  Vegetables,  as  feeds,  gums,  woods,  roots^ 
&c.  12,506. 

26.  Hbrtus  ficcus,  or  vols,  of  dried  plants,  334, 

27.  Mifcellaneous  things,  natural,  &c,  2093. 

28.  Pictures  and  drawings,  &c.  framed,  301. 

29.  Mathematical  instruments,  55, 

All  th*  above  particulars  are  entered  and  numbered, 
with  fhort  accounts  of  them,  and  references  of  feve- 
ral  writers,  who  have  hitherto  written  about  them,  in 
38  vols,  in  folio,  and  eight  in  quarto. 

It  is  certain,  that  a  treafure  like  to  this,  exclufive 
of  the  adding  the  King's  and  the  Harlelan  libraries, 
was  never  before  amafled  together  \  nor  can  fuch  an 
one  ever  be  compiled  again,   unlefs  fuch  another  al-  ' 
moft  miraculous   combination  of  caufes  fhould  ap- 
pear to  give  it  origin  :  unlefs  Providence  ag#in  fhould  | 
Join  together  in  one  mortal  being  fo  much  true  know- 
ledge, and  fo  great  benevolence  ;    fuch  talents,  and 
fuch  affluence  of  fortune  ;  and  fhould  again  extend  | 
the  life  of  him,  who  was  pofleffed  of  them,  almoft  to  I 
the  age  of  a   patriarch. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,   the  Lord    High  " 
Chancellor,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, have  the  nomination  of  all  the  officers,  affift- 
ants,  and  fervants,  in  the  Mufeum. 

Feb.  23,  1756.    A  committee  of  the  truftees  of 

the  Britijb  Mufeum  waited  on  the  executors  of  the 

J  latt 
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i-Colonel  Lethieullier,  to  return  thanks  for  the  va- 
ble  legacy  left  to  the  public  by  that  gentleman ; 
ng  a  fine  mummy,  and  a  curious  collection  of 
yptian  antiquities.  On  this  occafion  Pitt  Lethieul- 
,  Efq;  nephew  to  the  Colonel,  prefented  them 
h  feveral  antiquities,  which  he  himfelf  had  col- 
:ed,  during  his  refidence  at  Grand  Cairo  ;  and  as 
addition  to  the  Cottonian  library,  Mrs.  Maddox^ 
61  to  the  late  Mr.  Maddox,  hiftoriographer  royal, 
!  by  her  will  her  hufband's  large  and  valuable 
lection  of  MSS.  which  had  engaged  his  attention 
t  many  years  ;  and  which  are  faid  to  afford  mate- 
s  for  a  complete  Hiftory  of  Tenures,  which  is 
ch  wanted. 

lis  Majefty,  in  the  year  1757,  was  gracioufly 
ifed  to  prefent  to  the  Britijb  Mufeum,  that  fine 
lection  of  books  and  MSS.  commonly  known  by 
\  name  of  the  King's  Library,  which  was  founded 
Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  eldeii  fon  of  King  James  L 
iDunting  to  about  10,200,  and  the  manuicripts 
j.bout  i8co  ;  which,  till  the  fire  that  happened  Qft, 
J  1 73 1,  were  kept  in  the  fame  houfe  with  The 
Hon  Library  ;  on  which  occafion  they  were  remov- 
to  the  old  Dormitory,  Wejlminjler\  and  now  to  the 
\ifeum. 

I.  Of  the  Shipping  in  the  Thames,  and  the  Trade 
carried  on  by  means  of  that  noble  River* 

K  H  E  whole  river,  from  London-bridge  to  Black- 
ivall,  is  one  great  arfenal  :  nothing  in  the  world 
s  ike  it.  The  great  building-yards  at  Sar dam,  near 
%\fterdam,  are  faid  to  outdo  it  in  the  number  of  fhips 
sich  are  built  there  ;  and  they  tell  us,  that  there 

more  fhips  generally  feen  at  Amjlerdam,  than  in 

Thames, 

[  will  not  fay,  but  that  there  may  be  more  vefTels 
1  It  at  Sar  dam,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  than  in  the 
^er  Thamt$\  but  then  it  muft  be  obferved, 

1.  That 
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1 .  That  the  EngUJb  build  fur  themfelves  principally, : 
the  Dutch  for  all  the  world. 

2.  That  almoft  all  the  fhips  the  Dutch  have  are 
built  there,  whereas  not  one  fifth  part  of  our  flap- 
ping is  built  in  the  Thames, 

3.  That  we  fee  more  veflels  in  lefs  room  at  Amfter- 
darn-,  but,  fetting  afide  their  hoys,  bilanders,  and 
fchouts,  which  are  in  great  numbers  always  there, 
being  veflels  peculiar  to  their  inland  and  coafting  na-1 
vigation,  you  do  not  fee  more,  nor  near  fo  many  mips 
of  force  at  Amjlerdam,  as  at  London, 

That  part  of  the  river  Thames,  which  is  properly 
the  harbour,  and  where  the  mips  ufually  deliver,  or 
unload  the  cargoes,  is  called  the  Pool;  and  begins  at 
the  turning  of  the  river  out  of  Limehoufe  Reach,  and 
extends  to  the  Cujlom-houfe  quay.  In  this  compafs 
I  have  had  the  curiofity  to  count  the  fhips  as  well  as 
I  could,  en  pajfant,  and  have  found  about  2000  fail 
of  all  forts,  not  reckoning  barges,  lighters,  or  plea- 
sure boats,  and  yachts,  but  of  veflels  that  really  go 
to  Tea. 

It  is  true,  the  river,  or  Pool,  feemed  at  that  time 
to  be  pretty  full  of  fhips  ;  as  alfo  that  I  included  the 
fhips  which  lay  in  Deptford  and  Blackwall  reaches, 
and  in  the  wet  docks ;  but  then  I  did  not  include 
the  men  of  war  at  the  King's-yard,  and  at  the  wet 
dock  at  Deptford,  which  were  not  a  few. 

In  the  river  there  are,  from  Battle-bridge,  on  the 
Southwark  fide ;  and  the  Hermitage-bridge,  on  the  city 
fide,  reckoning  to  Blackwall,  inclufive  ; 

Several  wet  docks  for  laying  up  1  Mer- 

Between  20  and  30  dry  docks  for  repairing  f  chant- 
Between  20  and  30  yards  for  building  3  Ships. 

Including  the  buildings  of  lighters,  hoys,  &c.  but 
Excluding  all  boat-builders,  wherry-builders;  and, 
above  bridge,  barge-builders. 

To  enter  into  any  description  of  the  great  maga- 
zines 
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ines  of  all  manner  of  naval  ftores,  for  the  furnifli- 
ig  thofe  builders,  would  be  endlefs. 

XIII.  Of  the  manner  by  which  the  City  is  fupplied 
with  Water. 

^[O  city  in  the  world  is  fo  well  furnifhed  with 
^  water  as  London^  for  the  neceffary  occafions 
lere,  as  well  as  for  the  extinguifhing  of  fires,  when 
ley  happen, 

i .  By  the  great  convenience  of  water,  which  be* 
ig  every-where  laid  in  the*  ftreets  in  large  timber 

pes,  as  well  from  the  Thames  as  the  New  River+ 
lofe  pipes  are  furnifhed  with  a  fire-plug,  of  which 
le  parifh-officers  have  the  key  ;  and  when  opened, 
it  out,  not  a  pipe,  but,  as  one  may  fay,  a  river  of 

ater  into  the  ftreets  ;  fo  that  making  but  a  dam  in 
;ie  channel,  the  whole  ftreet  is   immediately  under 

ater  to  fupply  the  engines. 

2.  By  the  great  number  of  admirable  engines,  of 
hich  almoft  every  parifh.  "has  one,  and  fome  halls 
fo,  and  feveral  private  citizens,  have  them  of  their 

jwn  ;  fo  that  no  fooner  does  a  fire  break  out,  but 
le  houfe  is  immediately  furrounded  with  engines, 
iid  a  flood  of  water  poured  upon  it,  till  it  is  extin-* 
juifhed.  However,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  regulations* 
jiere  have  been  too  many  inftances  of  fires  getting 
great  head  before  water  could  be  procured. 

3.  The  feveral  infurance  offices,  of  which  I  have 
efore  fpofon,  have  each  of  them  a  certain  fet  of 
len,  whom  they  keep  in  confbmt  pay,  and  fur- 
lifh  with  tools  proper  for  their  work,  and  to  whom 
jiey  give  jack  caps,  of  leather,'  able  to  keep  them 
irom  hurt,  if  brick  or  timber,  or  any  thing  not  of 
50  great  a  bulk,  fhould  fall  upon  them.  Thefe  men, 
imom  they  call  fire-men,  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  be 
j-ady  at  call,  all  hours,  to  afiift  in  cafe  of  fire ;  and 
:  muft  be  acknowledged,  they  are  very  dextrous,  bold, 
iligent,  and  fuccefsful. 
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There  are  two  great  engines  for  railing  thi 
Thames  water,  one  at  the  bridge,  and  the  other  nea 
Broken-wharf. 

However,  the  New  River,  which  is  brought  by  at 
artificial  ftrearn  from  Ware,  continues  to  fupply  thi 
greater  part  of  the  city.  Of  this  river  I  mall  tak 
farther  notice  in  my  defcription  of  Hertford/hire 
where  it  takes  its  rife. 

The  Chslfea  Water-works,  as  they  are  called,  ar 
alfo  of  no  fmall  ufe  for  the  new  buildings  at  that  en' 
of  the  town.  There  is  a  noble  cut  (which  is  a  large 
though  not  long,  river  of  itfelf)  from  the  Thames  to  nea 
the  Queer?  s-houfe  garden-wall,  where  are  two  engine 
'which  work  by  fire  alternately  for  railing  the  wate 
into  large  iron  pipes,  through  which  it  is  conveye 
to  a  great  refervoir  of  water. in  Hyde-park,  to  an 
iwer  the  above  purpofe. 

Shadwell  Water-works  fupply  the  eaftern-parts  be 
yond  the  Tower  -,  and  there  are  lately  water- works  '< 
Bow. 

Formerly  there  were  feveral  beautiful  conduits  i 
London,  the  water  of  which  was  very  fweet  and  gooc 
and  brought  to  them  at  a  vail  expence  from  fever; 
diflant  fprings,  in  large  leaden  pipes.  Some  of  thei 
were  rebuilt  fince  the  Fire;  but  now  the  city  is  1 
well  fupplied  with  water,  that  they  are  either  quit 
demolished,  or  entirely  out  of  ufe.  That  in  Cheaj 
fide,  which  flood  in  the  broad  part  adjoining  to  Neu 
gate-fireet,  Pater-nofter-Row,  and  St.  Paul's  Churd 
yard,  was  the  laft  pulled  down  -,  and  a  ftatue  pre 
pofed  to  be  built  in  its  place,'  in  honour  of  the  gre; 
King  Williafn  III.  and  it  muft  be  owned,  that  it 
one  of  the  moll  commodious  places  for  fuch  a  pui 
pofe  in  the  whole  city.  But  it  being  fet  on  foot,  j 
ibme  thought,  by  party  on  one  fide,  was  reject 
from  far  lefs  laudable  motives,  by  party  on  the  othe 
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IV.  Of  the  Chriftenings  and  Burials  in  London,  £ff<r. 
Of  the  importance  of  the  city  of  London  to  the  whole 

kingdom. 

ET  us  now  mention  fomething  briefly  in  relation 
J  to  the  yearly  births  and  burials  of  this  extended 
ty.  I  fhall  only  take  notice,  that  whereas  the  ge- 
>ral  number  of  the  burials  in  the  year  1666,  and 
rther  back,  were  from  17,000  to  19,000  in  a  year, 
ie  yearly  bill  for  the  year  17775  amounted  as  fol- 
ws  : 

hriftened  —  —  —  18,300 

uried  —  —  —  23,334 

Here  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  number  of  burials 
cceeding  fo  much  the  number  of  births,  is,  becaufe 

it  is  not  the  number  born,  but  the  number  chrift- 
;ied,  that  are  fet  down,  which  is  taken  from  the 
irifh  regifler ;  fo  all  the  children  of  difTenters  of 
rery  fort,  Proteftant,  Popijh,  and  Jewijb,  are  omit- 
d,  alfo  all  the  children  of  foreigners,  French,  Dutch, 
c.  which  are  baptized  in  their  own  churches,  and 
1  the  children  of  thofe  who  are  fo  poor,  that  they 
mnot  get  them  regiftered  :  So  that  if  a  due  efcimate 
i  made,  the  births  may  be  well  fuppofed  very  much, 
►  exceed  the  burials. 

London  returns  four  members  to  parliament,  Weft- 
infer  two  ;  thefe  fix,  with  two  from  the  county  of 
iiddlefex,  make  eight,  is  all  that  this  exceeding  po- 
ulous  county  returns,  although  every  fingle  ward 
1  London  is  far  fuperior  to  moil  of  the  boroughs  in 
England,  and  really  to  many  of  the  greater  towns, 
lat  are  reprefented  by  tv/o  members,  and  contributes 

finitely  more  to  the  public  charge  :  And,  indeed, 
ne  may  afk,  What  are  the  greater!  part  of  the  bo- 
ughs in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  and  many  in  iftat 
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of  Dev.on,  which  two  counties  alone  return  70  mem» 
bers,  compared  to  20  populous  villages  one  migh 
name  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  ?  Some  0 
which,  no  doubt,  would  be  confidered,  were  a  nev 
repartition  of  this  kind  practicable,  and  many  of  thof 
petty  boroughs  be  obliged  to  give  them  up. 


XV.  itbe  benefit  to  the  public  of  a  good  underflandinK 
between  the  Court  and  City. 

HAVING  fhewn  the  grandeur  and  importanc 
of  this  great  metropolis,  it  remains  only  to  ob 
ferve,  how  necefTary  it  is  for  the  good  of  the  who! 
kingdom,  that  there  fhould  be  a  right  underftandin 
cultivated  between  the  adminiftration  and  that.  For, 
There  has  formerly  been  a  great  emulation  betwee 
the  court- end  of  the  town  and  the  city ;  and  it  w: 
ferioufly  propofed  in  a  certain  reign,  how  the  com 
fhould  humble  the  city  ;  nor  was  it  an  impracticab 
thino-  at  that  time,  had  the  pernicious  fcheme  bee 
carried  on.  Indeed  it  was  carried  further  than  cor 
filled  with  the  prudence  of  a  good  government,  or  ( 
a  wife  people  ;  for  the  court  envied  the  city's  riche 
and  the  citizens  were  ever  jealous  of  the  court's  d< 
fi^ns.  The  moft  fatal  fteps  the  court  took  at  that  tin 
to  humble  the  city,  were,  1.  The  fhutting  up  tl 
Exchequer:  And,  2.  The  bringing  a  quo  warran 
againft  their  charter.  But  thefe  things  can  but  1 
touched  at  here.  The  city  has  outlived  all ;  and  boi 
the  attempts  turned  to  the  difcredit  of  the  party  wl 
pufhed  them  on.  The  city  is,  indeed,  and  at  all  tim 
muft  be,  fo  necefTary  to  the  court ,  that  no  prudei 
adminiftration  will  ever  feek  occafion  for  mifunde 
landings  with  it ;  but  will,  if  not  infatuated,  do  i 
in  its  power  to  encourage  and  increafe  the  opulen< 
of  the  city,  which,  upon  any  emergency,  will  be  ab 
and  willing,  if  not  difobliged,  to  fupport  the  com 
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id  furnim  means  to  protect  the  kingdom,  againft 
ther  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies. 

Here,  at  the  clofe  of  our  account  of  this  famous 
.etropolis,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice.,  that 
i  act  palled  in  the  feffions  of  parliament  1759,  i7D0> 
ttitled,  An  aft  for  widening  certain  ftreets,  lanes,  and 
iffages,  within  the  city  of  London,  and  liberties  there- 
';  and  for  opening  certain  new  ftreets  and  ways  within 
>e  fame  ;  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

This  aclrhas  been  carried  into  execution  with  fuch 
lutary  effec"r,  as  to  render  London  the  moft  commo- 
ous  city  in  Europe :  Several  new  ftreets  have  been 
pened,  and  many  pafFages  widened,  which  contri- 
ite  greatly  to  the  intereft  and  magnificence  of  this 
etropolis.  By  another  acl:  paiTed  in  1766,  For  the 
'iter  clear, Zing,  paving,  and  enlightening  the  city  of  Lon- 
:>n,  and  liberties  thereof  and  for  preventing  obftruc- 
ons  and  annoyances  within  the  fame,  &c.  the  powers 
iven  in  the  former  a£fc  are  inforced,  and  new  powers 
ranted  j  in  purfuance  of  which,  the  great  ftreets  have 
jen  paved  with  whyn-quarry  ftone,  or  rock- done,. 
•  ftone  of  a  flat  furface  ;  figns  and  pofts,  pent-houfes, 
Jtters,  tffc  and  all  other  projections  and  annoyances 
ave  been  removed.  The  names  of  ftreets  have  been 
inxed  in  confpicuous  places,  and  the  houfes  numb- 
ered. Lamps  have  been  put  up  at  proper  diftances, 
rtd  the  acl:  alfo  provides  a  rate  upon  the  houmolders, 
ad  a  Sunday  toll  at  the  feveral  turnpikes  in  the  envi- 
es of  the  city,  to  carry  the  purpofes  thereof  into 
tecution,  and  to  continue  the  ftreets,  &c.  in  cop- 
ant  repair,  with  penalties  on  all  offenders.  In  1767, 
n  acl:  patted  for  making  provifion  for  fifhing,  && 
nd  making  Black-friars  bridge  free  from  toll  ;  to 
tke  off  the  toll  at  London  bridge  ;  for  embanking  the 
'hames  from  Paul's  Wharf  to  Milford-lane  -,  for  re- 
airing  the  Royal  Exchange  ;  for  rebuilding  the  goal 
F  Newgate,  Sec.  Sec.  All  which  have  been  begun 
>  be  put  into  execution  :  And  when  we  confider  that 
G  3  a£t* 
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acT:s  have  been  palled,  and  nearly  executed,  for  pavim 
the  city  of  Wejiminfter  and  borough  of  Southivark,  an« 
fucb  parts  of  the  fuburbs  of  London  as  lie  in  the  coun 
ty  of  Middlefex,  we  may  pronounce,  that  no  city  i 
better  paved,  lighted,  watched,  and  cleanfed,  in  th 
univerfe  :  So  that  from  the  eaftern  to  the  weften 
extremity,  from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern,  a  per 
fon  may  walk  with  as  much  eafe  almoit.  as  in  his  owj 
chamber. 


LETTER      III. 

Containing  a  defcription  of  part  ^Middlesex,  an 
of  the  whole  county  of  Hertford, 

TH E  villages  round  London  partake  of  the  influ 
ence  of  London 9  as  I   have  taken  notice  in  th 
counties  of  Effex,  Kent,  and  Surry. 

Hackney  and  Bromley  are  the  firft  villages  which  be 
gin  the  county  of  Middlefex,  eafr. ;  for  Bow,  as  rec 
koned  to  Stepney,  is  a  part  of  the  great  mafs.  ■  Thi 
town  of  Hackney  is  of  large  extent,  containing  n 
lefs  than  twelve  hamlets,  or  feparate  villages,  thoug 
ibme  of  them  now  join,  viz. 


Church- fir  eet, 
Homerton, 
Wyck-houfe, 
Grove-Jlreet, 


Clapton, 
Mare-ftreet, 
Mell-Jlreet, 
Cambridge-heath, 


Shacklewell, 
Dalflon, 
King/land, 
Newington* 


All  thefe,  though  fome  of  them  are  very  large  vi. 
lages,  make  up  but  one  parifh,  and  are,  within  a  fe 
years,  fo  increafed  in  buildings,  and  fo  well  inh< 
bited,  that  there  is  no  companion  to  be  made  betv/ee 
their  prefent  and  former  Hate  ;  every  feparate  haml 
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iing  increafed,  and  fome  of  them  more  than  trebly 
:<rc;er  than  formerly  they  were* 

Hackney  is  fo  remarkable  for  the  retreat  of  wealthy 
itizens,  that  there  are,  at  this  time,  above  an  hun- 
red  coaches  kept  in  it. 

Neivington,  Tottenham,  Edmonton,  and  Endfield,  ftand 
1  in  a  line  north  from  the  city.  The  increafe  of 
uildings  is  fo  great  in  them  all,  that  they  feem,  to  a 
•aveller,  to  be  one  continued  ftreet ;  efpecially  Tot- 
mho.m  and  Edmonton  ;  and  the  new  buildings  fo  far- 
xceed  the  old,  efpecially  in  their  value,  and  the  rl- 
ure  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  fafhion  of  the  town 
>  quite  altered. 

At  Tottenham,  we  fee  the  remains  of  a  modern  brick 
uilding,  in  form  of  an  obelifk,  on  the  fpot  where 
ne  of  Queen  Eleanor  •i  croiTes  itood.  What  is  here- 
fter  faid  of  JValiham  Crofs,  and  that  near  North  amp- 
on,  may  be  applied  to  this. 

Highgate  and  Hampftead  are  next  on  the  north 
ide.  As  the  county  does  not  extend  far  this  way,  I 
ake  no  notice  of  fmaller  towns  ;  nor  is  there  any 
hing  of  note  but  citizens  houfes  for  feveral  miles, 
xcept  the  chace,  at  Endfield,  which  was  indeed  a 
jeautiful  place,  when  lL\ngJames  I.  refided  at  Theo- 
balds, for  the  pleafure  of  hunting;  and  was  then  very 
ull  of  deer,  and  all  forts  of  game ;  but  it  has  fuf- 
ered  feveral  depredations  fince  that,  and  particularly 
n  the  times  of  ufurpation,  when  it  was  ftript  both 
)f  game  and  timber,  and  let  out  in  farms  to  tenants 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public. 

After  the  Restoration  it  was  laid  open  again ;  woods 
and  groves  were  every-where  planted,  and  the  whole 
:hace  ftared  with  deer  ;  but  it  is  not,  nor  perhaps 
ever  will  be,  what  it  was. 

Hampjlead  is  rifen  from  a  little  village,  almofl  to 
a  city. 

The  heath   extends  about  a  mile  every  way,  and 

affords  a   mod  beautiful  profpedt  5    for   we  fee   here 
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Hanjlip  Steeple  one  way,  which  is  within  eight  miles 
of  Northampton,  N.  W.  to  Laindon-hill  in  Effex,  an- 
other way  eaft,  at  leaft  66  miles  from  one  another. 
The  profpeel:  to  London,  and  beyond  it  to  Banjlead- 
downs,  fouth  5  Shooters-hill,  fouth-eaft ;  Red-hill,  fouth- 
weft  $  and  Windfor-cajlle,  weft,  is  alfo  uninterrupted. 
Indeed,  due  north,  we  fee  no  farther  than  to  Barnet, 
which  is  not  above  fix  miles  from  it. 

Befides  the  long  room  at  Hampjlead,  in  which  the 
company  meet  publicly  on  a  Monday  evening  to  play 
at  cards,  &c.  there  is  an  afTembly-room  6a  feet  long, 
and  30  wide,  elegantly  decorated.  Every  one  who 
does  not  fubferibe  pays  half  a  crown  for  admittance. 
Every  gentleman  who  fubferibes  a  guinea  for  thefea-  1 
fon,  has  a  ticket  for  himfelf,  and  for  two  ladies. 

On  the  north-eaft  fide  of  Hampjlead  is  Caen-Wood,  j 
the  noble  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield.     Great  judg- 
ment and  expence   have  been  employed  in  improv- 
ing and  heightening  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place. 
The  houfe  has  been  greatly  improved  and  enriched, 
and  contains,  among  other  fine  apartments,  a  with- 
drawing-room,  of  which  the  novel  defign,  and  ele-  • 
gant   decoration?,    are  a  credit  to  the  tafte  of  Mr.  ; 
Adam,  the  architect,  and  his  noble  employer. 

Adjoining  to  this,  is  the  delightful  villa  of  Col, 
Fitzroy.  Several  acres  of  fine  ground,  lately  open 
fields,  are  here  taken  in  and  inclofed,  laid  out  in  Ter- 
pentine fweeps,  and  planted  here  and  there  with 
clumps  of  trees.  At  the  bottom  of  thefe,  on  the  back 
road  to  Kentijh  Town,  is  a  neat  Gothic  building,  with 
a  fmall  but  fine  bafon  of  water  before  it,  and  com-* 
rnanding  a  full  view  of  the  ponds  which  extend  over 
the  heath,  and  give  a  romantic  view  to  the  whole 
profpeel,  confifting  of  hill  and  dale. 

From  Hampjlead  I  made  an  excurfion  to  Edgware, 
a  little  market-town,  on  the  road  to  St.  Albans  -s  for 
it  is  certain,  that  this  was  formerly  the  main  road 
from  London  to  St,  Alhn's,  being  the  famous  high 

road 
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>ad  called  Watling-fireet,  which  reached  from  Lon- 
m  to  Shrew/bury^  and  on  towards  Wales, 

Near  this  town,  the  late  Duke  of  Chandois  built 
le  of  the  moft  magnificent  palaces  in  England,  with 
profufion  of  expence,  and  fo  well  furnifhed  within, 
tat  it  had  hardly  its  equal  in  England.  The  ftucco 
id  gilding  were  done  by  the  famous  Pargotti.  The 
•eat  hall  was  painted  by  Paolucci ;  the  pillars  were 
"  marble ;  the  great  ftair-cafe  was  extremely  fine  ; 
id  the  fteps  were  all  of  marble,  every  ftep  being  of 
le  whole  piece,  about  22  feet  in  length. 

The  avenue  was  fpacious  and  majeftic ;  and  as  it 
ive  you  the  view  of  two  fronts,  joined,  as  it  were, 
i  one,  the  diftance  not  admitting  you  to  fee  the 
lgle,  which  was  in  the  center;  fo  you  were  agree- 
)ly  drawn  in,  to  think  the  front  of  the  houfe  almoil 
vice  as  large  as  it  was. 

And  yet,  when  you  come  nearer,  you  were  again 
irprifed,  by  feeing  the  winding  pafTage  opening,  as 

were,  a  new  front  to  the  eye,  of  near  12c  feet 
ide,  which  you  had  not  feen  before;  fo  that  you 
ere  loft  awhile  in  looking  near  at  hand  for  what  you 
1  plainly  faw  at  a  great  diftance. 

The  gardens  were"  well  defigned,  and  had  a  vafl 
iriety  in  them,  and  the  canals  were  large  and  noble. 

The  chapel  was  a  fingularity,  both  in  its  building 
id  the  beauty  of  its  workmanfhip  ;  and  the  late 
•uke,  atone  time,  maintained  there  a  full  choir,  and 
id  the  worfhip  performed  with  the  beft  mufic,  after 
le  manner  of  the  chapel  royal. 

Sorry  I  am,  that  I  am  obliged  to  fay,  that. all.  thefe- 
eauties  were,  inftead  of  are.  But  fuch  is  the  fate  of 
lblunary  things,  that  all  this  grandeur  is  already  at 
tl  end  !  The  furniture  and  curiofities  were  brouo-ht 
>  public  auction,  and  this  fuperb  edifice  is  quite  de- 
10I iflied.  The  fhorteft  duration  that  perhaps  ever 
reat  houfe  had,  where  the  pofTefTor  fell  not  under 
uhlic  cenfure,  or  by  the  malignity  of  powerful  ene- 
Q  5  mies, 
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mies,  making  him  a  facrihce  to  the  paflions  of  a 
prince,  as  hath  been  the  cafe  in  lefs  happy  governments 
than  the  Britljh.  We  mall  not  enter  into  the  caufes  j 
of  this  unhappy  cataftrophe ;  but  if  we  did,  it  would 
appear,  that  the  great  founder  was  more  to  be  pitied, 
and  even  admired,  than  blamed,  having  made  a  noble, 
though  ineffectual  ffand,  to  prevent  a  more  general 
ruin  to  the  African  company,  which  he  was  at  the  I 
head  of,  and  which  fwallowed  up  the  fortune  of  one 
of  the  moil  munificent  and  princely-fpirited  noble- 
men that  ever  adorned  this  nation.  Mr.  Hailet,  an 
upholfterer  in  London,  bought  this  fpot,  and  built  on 
it  a  fmall  but  neat  and  elegant  villa. 
•  The  fields  between  London  and  this  place  are  cort- 
flantly  kept  in  grafs,  there  being  fcarce  any  arable 
land  intervening ;  and  it  is  chiefly  from  hence  that 
London  is  fupplied  with  hay  ;  fo  that  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing,  to  fee  ioo  loads  of  hay  go  up  to  Londok 
on  a  market-day,  and  each  of  thefe  teams  bring  back 
a  load  of  dung  for  dreffing  the  land,  which  preferves 
the  ground  in  good  heart, 

-  Two  miles  from  Edgivare,  we  go  up  a  fmaller  af- 
cent  by  the  greater  road  ;  when  leaving  the  ffreet-wa) 
on  the  right,  we  enter  a  fpacious  common  called 
Bujhy-heath,  where  again  we  have  a  very  agreeable  j 
profpeel:.  On  the  right  hand,  we  have  in  view  the 
town  of  St.  Albans  \  and  all  the  fpaces  between,  and  j 
farther  beyond  it,  look  like  a  garden.  The  inclofet 
•corn-fields  make  one  grand  parterre  ->  the  thick-plant- 1 
ed  hedge-rows  feem  like  a  wildernefs  or  labyrinth; 
and  the  villages  interfperfed  look  like  fo  many  fevera; 
noble  feats  of  gentleman  at  a  diftance.  In  a  word. 
it  is  all  nature,  and  yet  looks  like  art.  On  the  left 
hand  we  fee  the  welt  end  of  London,  Wefiminjler- 
Abbey,  and  the  parliament-houfe ;  but  the  body  oi 
the  city  is  cut  off  by  the  hill,  at  which  Ha?n$fteac\ 
intercepted  the  fight.on  that  fide.    More  tg  the  foutr 
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we  have  Hampton-court,  and  S.  W.  Windfor,  and, 
between  both,  thofe  beautiful  parts  of  Middlefex  and 
Surry,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames^  which  are  the 
moil  agreeable  in  the  world.  But  I  muffc  travel  no 
farther  this  way,  till  I  have  taken  a  journey  weft 
from  London,  and  ken  what  the  country  affords  that 
way. 

.  The  next  towns  adjacent  to  London,  are  Knights- 
bridge,  Brompton,  Kenfington,  Chelfea,  Ha?nmerfmith, 
Fulham,  Brentford,  Ifievjorth,  Twickenham,  Sic.  all 
jf  them  near,  or  adjoining  to,  the  river  Thames; 
md  which,  by  the  beauty  of  their  buildings,  make 
^ood  the  north  more  of  the  river,  anfwerable  to  what 
I  have  already  defcribed. 

But  here  I  ought  not  to  omit  mentioning  the  bridge 
Tom  Fulham  to  Putney,  crofs  the  Thames;  which  is  a 
ilarge  wooden  fabric,  and. as  convenient,  by  its  many 
lingular  indentings,  for  foot- palTengers,  as  for  horfes 
ind  coaches.  A  neat,  wooden  bridge  has  likewife 
3een  built  within  thefefew  years  from  Chelfea  to  Bat- 
terfea,  in  order,  as  I  am  informed,  to  improve  the 
'own  of  Batterfea,  which  has  been  long  finking  into 
lecay,  and  does  not,  as  yet,  feem  to  have .  received 
any  material  advantages  from  this  fcheme,  The 
|:hurch  of  Batterfea,  being  in  a  ruinous  condition 7 
was  lately  taken  down,  and  a  new  one  built  on  the 
Tame  fpot,  in  the  modern  taflej  but  the  fpire  is  in  a 
wretched  ftile. 

Kenfington  cannot  be  named  without  mentioning  the 
King's  palace  there  :  It  was  originally  an  old  houfe 
of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  of  whom  King  William 
bought  it,  and  then  enlarged  it  as  we  fee ;  fome  of 
the  old  building  (till  remaining  in  the  center  of  the 
houfe. 

The  houfe  itfelf  fronts  to  the  garden  three  ways  ; 
the  gardens  being  now  made  exceedingly  fine,  and 
enlarged  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  reach  quite  from  the 
£reat  road  in  Kenfington  town;  to  the  Acfon  road  north, 
G  6  mors 
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more  than  a  mile,  befides  a  great  track  of  ground  out 
of  Hyde-park.  The  noble  piece  of  water  in  Hyde- 
park,  called  The  Serpentine  River,  looks  finely  from 
thefe  beautiful  gardens,  and  is  a  great  ornament  to 
them.  The  firft  laying  out  of  thefe  gardens  was  the 
defign  of  the  late  Queen  Mary  ;  who,  finding  the  air 
agreed  with  the  King,  refolved  to  make  it  agreeable 
to  herfelf  too,  and  gave  the  firft  orders  for  enlarging 
them. 

Queen  Anne  improved  what  her  fifter  begun,  and 
delighted  very  much  in  the  place ;  and  often  was 
pleafed  to  make  the  green- houfe,  which  is  very  beau- 
tiful, her  fummer  fupper-houfe. 

And  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Caroline  completed  the 
whole,  by  the  additions  juffc  now  mentioned. 

As  this  palace  opens  to  the  weft,  there  are  two 
great  wings  built,  for  receiving  fuch  as  neceflarily  at- 
tend the  court,  and  a  large  Port-cocher  at  the  entrance, 
with  a  poftern,  and  a  ftone  gallery,  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  court,  which  leads  to  the  great  flair-cafe. 
The  gardens  and  green-houfe,  however,  have  been 
deprived  of  many  of  their  beauties  to  enrich  Richmond 
and  Kew,  as  his  prefent  Majefty  never  refides  at  Ken- 
jington *. 

Kenjington  has  increafed  in  buildings,  abounds  with 
handfome  houfes,  and^has  a  pretty  fquare.  Holland- 
houje,  built  by  Henry  Rich,  Earl  of  Holland,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  the  feat  of  the  late 
Lord  Holland,  and  is  a  very  fuperb  edifice  of  the  old 
ftrudture.  Campdcn-honfe,  once  a  noble  retreat,  has 
loft  its  fplendor,  and  is  become  a  boarding-fchool  for 
young  ladies. 

South  of  Kenjington  ftands  Chelfea,  at^which  place 

*  The  inhabitants  of  Kenjington  were  afraid,  when  they  found  the 
court  was  no  longer  to  be  held  there,  that  their  houfes  and  lodgings  would 
be  forfaken.  The  very  contrary,  however,  has  happened,  owing  to  its 
leing  fo  convenient  a  lodging-place  for  city  invalids  j  which  is  further 
improved  by  the  gardens  being  now  open  to  t^e  public, 
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;  the  nobleft  building,  and  one  of  the  befl  founda- 
ions  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  for  maimed  and  old 
oldiers,  built  by  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren-  It  is  a  fine 
:ruc~ture,  and  extremely  convenient,  though  lefs 
nagnificent  and  coftly  than  that  of  Greenwich  tot 
-amen  ;  but  had  the  former  been  the  model  for  the 
atter,  the  difference  in  the  expence  would  have  pro- 
ided  for  twice  the  number  of  fuperannuated  failors ; 
nd  were  the  falaries  of  the  officers  in  both  fo  reduc- 
d,  as  the  nature  and  defign  of  an  hofpital  require* 
hat  is  to  fay,  were  the  principal  officers  fuch  as 
/ould  be  contented  to  live  as  gentlemen  only,  and 
iot  as  perfons  of  high  rank  and  diftin&ion,  emu- 
iting,  as  fome  have  heretofore  done,  the  firft  quality 
1  the  kingdom,  Luxury  would  not  have  dared  to  mew 
ts  face  in  walls  confecrated  to  Charity ;  nor  would 
here  have  needed  fo  great  a  part  of  the  ftructure  to 
•e  taken  up  in  houfes  of  officers,  fome  of  them  re- 
embling  palaces  more  than  what  they  are.  Plain 
nd  neat,  methinks,  mould  be  the  eflential  charac- 
eriftics  of  houfes  thus  devoted  ;  and  thofe  who  would 
iot  have  been  fo  fatisfied,  mould  not  either  have  fought 
>r  accepted  of  the  offices  ;  much  lefs  mould  any  of 
hefe  offices  have  been  made  finecures. 

At  Chelfea  alfo  is  the  phyfic-garden  belonging  to  the 
company  of  Apothecaries  of  London ;  which  long  con- 
:inued  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition,  under  the  fkil- 
ul  management  of  the  late  botanift  Mr.  Philip  Mil- 
'er,  F.  R.  S.  to  whom  Englijh  horticulture  owes  the 
ligheft  obligations,  for  the  great  improvements  he 
nade  by  his  publications  in  that  moft  ufeful  branch 
:>f  natural  knowledge. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  afterwards  Earl  of  Or  ford,  had 
1  fine  houfe  at  Chelfea,  adjoining,  in  a  manner,  to 
the  royal  hofpital.  It  was  adorned  with  noble  pic- 
tures ;  but  the  houfe,  having  been  fold  by  the  late 
Earl,  is  now  in  other  hands. 

Near  the  faid  hofpital  were,  till  within  thefe  few 

years, 
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years,  a  neat  and  beautiful  houfe  and  gardens,  built 
by  the  late  Earl  of  Ranelagh.  But  the  gardens  and 
out-buildings  have  been  quite  deftroyed,  and  the 
grounds  fold  out  in  parcels  to  builders,  and  other 
purchafers. 

The  manfion  is  now  turned  into  a  place  of  enter- 
tainment, the  moft  polite  in  this  kingdom,  and  filled 
with  the  beft  company,  who  drink  tea  and  coffee  in 
the  fummer-evenings,  where  there  is  an  excellent 
band  of-  mufic  to  accompany  the  be  ft  fingers.  A  ro- 
tunda is  erected  in  the  gardens*  to  feaft  the  eyes  of 
belles  and  beaux,  who  crowd  thither  to  become 
fpec~iators  to  one  another,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
prietor. As  to  the  building  itfelf,  it  is  a  fine  ftruc- 
ture,  and  one  of  the  largeft  rooms  in  the  world,  being 
I  jo  i'^et  diameter :  A  {landing  monument  of  the  pre- 
dominant tafte  of  the  prefent  age. 

I  muff  not  pais  over  To  flightly  the  noble  feat  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Burlington,  at  Chi/wick,  which  was 
a  plain  ufeful  houfe,  with  a  number  of  good  of- 
fices about  it  :  but  as  a  part  of  the  old  houfe  was 
deftroyed  fome  years  ago  by  fire,  his  Lordmip  erected 
a  beautiful  cafino  near;  which,  for  elegance  of  tafte, 
furpafles  every  thing  of  its  kind  in  England,  if  not 
in  Europe.  The  court  in  front  of  the  houfe  is  of  a 
proportionable  fize  to  the  building,  which  is  gravel- 
led, and  kept  always  very  neat.  On  each  fide  are 
yew-hedges,  in  panels,  with  termini,  placed  at  pro- 
per diftance  ;  in  front  of  which  are  planted  two  rows 
of  cedars  of  Libanus,  which  at  prefent  have  a  fine 
effect  to  the  eye,  at  a.fmall  diftance  from  the  houfe;. 
for  the  dark  made  of  thefe  folemn  ever-green  trees 
occaiion  a  fine  contraft  with  the  elegant  white  build- 
ing which  appears  between  them.  Thefe  gardens, 
were  among  the  firft  that  introduced  the  prefent  tafte;- 
but  that  is  all  their  merit,  when  compared  with  many 
others  iince  made. 

.    The  afceni  to  the  houfe  is  by-  a  noble  flight  of 
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lone  fteps,  on  one  fide  ortvhich  is  theiratue  of  Inigo 
Jones,  and  on  the  other  that  of  Palladia.  The  por- 
ico  is  fupported  hy  fine  fluted  pillars,  of  the  Corin- 
hian  order ;  and  the  cornice,  freeze,  and  architrave, 
ire  as  rich  as  poffible  ;  fo  that  the  front  of  this  build- 
ng  ftrikes  every  perfon  (though  not  a  nice  judge  of 
irchiteefure)  with  uncommon  pleafure. 

The  other  front  towards  the  garden  is  plainer ;  but 
yet  is  very  bold  and  grand,  having  a  pleafmg  fimpli- 
:ity,  as  hath  alio  the  iide-front,  toward  the  terpentine 
River,  which  is  different  from  the  other  two. 

The  infide  of  the  houfe  is  finiihed  in  the  higher! 
tafte,  the  cielings  being  richly  gilt  and  painted  j  and 
the  rooms  are  filled  with  admirable  pictures  ;  and 
though  the  houfe  is  fmall,  yet  it  would  take  up  more 
room  than  can  be  allowed  here,  to  defcribe  the  par- 
ticular beauties  of  it. 

At  North-End,  near  Hammer fmith ,  are  the  hand- 
fome  houfe  and  finely-difpofed  gardens  of  the  Earl  of 
Hilfborough,  in  Ireland,  fmce  created  Baron  of  Har- 
wich, in  England.  Here  is  likewife  one  of  the  feats 
of  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Baronet.  That  of  the  late 
Britijh  Jri/tophanes,  Samuel  Focte,  though  not  grand, 
is  elegant,  and  has  extenfive  garden  grounds,  laid  out 
in  a  pretty  tafte,  and  well  planted  with  fruit  and 
other  trees ;  but  he  did  not  live  to  fee  them  arrive  to 
perfection. 

I  have  now  traverfed  the  beft  part  of  Middlefex,  a 
county  made  rich,  pleafant,  and  populous,  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  London.  The  borders  of  the  coun- 
ty have  three  market- towns,  Staines,  Colnbrook,  and 
Uxbridge :  the  laft  is  a  pleafant  large  town,  full  of 
good  inns  (as  the  others  are,)  and  famous,  in  parti- 
cular, for  having  abundance  of  fine  feats  of  gentle- 
men, and  perfons  of  quality,  in  the  neighbourhood. 
I  mould  never  have  done,  were  I  to  pretend  to  de- 
fcribe, though  ever  fo  nightly,  the  large  towns  on 
both  fides  the  river }  as, 

Lambeth^ 
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Lambeth,  J  Roehampton,  IJleworth, 

Baiterfea,  Hamme?f?nith,        Twickenham, 

JVandfworth,         Mortlake,  Paddington, 

Fulham,  Brentford,  dfton, 

Putney,  Kew,  Ealing, 

Barnes,  Richmond,  And  others : 

All  crowded  and  furrounded  with  fine  houfes,  or  ra- 
ther palaces,  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England, 

But  I  mould  be  guilty  of  a  great  neglect,  if  I  pafTed 
by  that  equally  elegant  and  noble  ilrudlure  called 
Gunner Jbury -houfe,  belonging  to  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Princefs  Amelia, 

It  is  fituated  near  Ealing,  between  the  two  great 
weftern  roads,  and  ftands  on  an  eminence,  the  ground 
falling  gradually  from  it  to  the  Brentford  road  ;  (o 
that  from  the  portico  in  the  back-front  of  the  houfe, 
you  have  an  exceeding  fine  profpect  of  the  county  of 
Surry,  the  river  Thames,  and  all  the  meadows  on  the 
borders  for  fome  miles,  as  alfo  a  good  view  of  London, 
This  houfe  was  built  by  Mr.  Webb,  who  was  fon-in- 
law  to  the  famous  Inigo  fones ;  and,  indeed,  the  ar- 
chitecture mews,  that  it  was  not  planned  by  that 
celebrated  architect  himfelf,  but  defigned  by  fome 
fcholar  of  his  ;  for  although  the  building  is  as  plain 
as  poilible,  yet  there  is  a  fimple  boldnefs  in  it,  which 
graces  all  the  works  of  that  excellent  artift,  rarely  to 
be  found  in  thofe  of  other  architects. 

The  apartments  in  the  houfe  are  extremely  conve- 
nient, and  well  contrived.  The  hall  is  large,  having 
rows  of  columns  on  each  fide.  From  thence  you 
afcend,  by  a  noble  flight  of  ftairs,  to  a  falon,  which 
is  a  double  cube  of  25  feet,  and  moft  elegantly  fur- 
nifhed. 

From  this  room  is  the  entrance  to  the  portico  011 
the  back-front  of  the  houfe,  which  is  fupported  by 
columns,  and  is  a  delightful  place  to  fit  in,  during 
the  afternoon,  in  the  fummer-feafon  ;  for,  as  it  faces 
the  fguth-eaft,  the  fun  flunes  on  it  no  longer  than, 

two- 
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ivo  of  the  clock  ;  but,  extending  its  beams  over  the 
ountry,  which  is  open  to  the  view,  renders  the 
rofped  very  delightful.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  has 
iade  great  improvements  in  the  circumjacent  grounds, 
xtended  their  limits,  and  adorned  them  with  all  the 
squifites  of  modern  improvement. 

There  are  three  more  market-towns  in  Middlefex, 
iz.  Brentford,  the  county- town,  Edgware,  and  End- 
eld. 

And  now  I  enter  the  county  of  Hertford,  a  fruit- 
i\  foil,  as  it  is  managed  ;  for  it  is  certain,  it  is  more 
idebted,  for  its  fertility,  to  the  fagacity  and  induftry 
f  the  hufbandman,  than  to  nature.  Rich  meadows 
J  re  feldom  found  here ;  for  it  affords  not  any  large 
vers:  The  arable  hath  generally  too  much  gravel, 
r  too  much  clay  ;  but  thefe  laft  cold  and  wet  lands 
lave  been  within  thefe  forty  or  fifty  years  greatly  im- 
roved,  by  conveying  off  the  fuperfluous  water  by 
um-draining. 

The  county  is  well  watered  for  the  conveniency  of 
ie  inhabitants,  though  the  Lea  was  the  only  navi- 
able  ftream  in  it,  till  the  year  1757,  when  an  adl: 
afled,  for  making  the  river  Ivel,  and  the  b  anches 
nereof,  navigable,  from  the  river  Ouze  at  Tempsford, 
1  the  county  of  Bedford,  to  Shotting  Mill,  in  the 
arifh  of  Hitchin.  This  county  afiumes  the  honour 
f  giving  rife  to  feveral  rivers,  viz.  the  parifh  of  Tring 
0  the  Thames,  which,  leaving  the  county  at  Put  en- 
am,  goes  by  Aylcfbury  to  Thame,  and  thence  by 
Vheatley-bridge  to  Dorchefier,  and  falls  into  the  IJis. 

The  county  may  be  divided  into  three  pretty  equal 
arts,  by  two  great  roads,  one  part  lying  between  the 
orth  road,  which  goes  through  Hertford  to  Netting- 
am,  &c.  and  the  borders  of  Cambridge/hire  north, 
nd  thofe  of  EJJex  eaft  ;  another  part  lying  between 
hat  road  and  the  other,  which  leads  through  St.  Al- 
an %  to  Coventry  and  Cheffer;  and  the  third  lying  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  laft  road,  and  the  borders  of  Middlefex, 
fouth,  and  thofe  of  .Bucks  weft; 

I  (hall  begin  with  the  laft.  at  Eajl-Barnet,  a  tha- 
roughfare-town  of  note,  and  well  fupplied  with  inns : 
it  lies  high  and  pleafant,  and  was  formerly  frequented 
for  its  medicinal  waters,  and  now  for  its  fwine-mar- 
ket.  It  has  in  its  neighbourhood  feveral  handfome 
houfes  of  the  Londoners,  and  which  are  the  more 
pleafant  by  being  fo  near  the  chace.  On  the  right 
through  Barnet,  is  the  late  Admiral  Byngs  houfe, 
now  belonging  to  his  nephew  George  Byng,  Efq; 
The  neighbourhood  of  this  town  are  much  indebted 
to  this  gentleman  for  the  pains  he  took  in  regulating 
the  inclofure  of  Endfield  Chace.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  all  commons,  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of 
London,  are  no.t  inelofed  upon  fuch  liberal  principles. 

Totteridge  is  near  it  alfo,  and  is  a  pleafant  village. 
It  is  fituated  on  a  fine  eminence,  looking  to  the 
north,  over  the  St.  Allan's  road  into  the  foreft  ;  and 
pn  the  fouth,  over  the  Edgware  road,  to  Harrow, 
he.  It  is  very  clean,  and  has  feveral  very  good  houfes 
in  it. 

Cheaping-Barnet  lies  a  little  north,  in  the  St.  Al- 
lan's road  \  and  is  remarkable  for  the  decifive  battle 
fought  there  on  Eajler-day,  1471,  between  the  houfes 
of  York  and  Lancafler,  in  which  the  great  Earl  of 
Warwick,  fryled  King-Maker,  was  killed,  with  many 
of  the  prime  nobility,  and  10,000  men.  The  place 
fuppofed  to  be  the  field  of  battle  is  a  green  fpot  near 
Kicks-end,  between  St.  Allan's  and  Hatfield  roads,  a 
little  before  they  meet.  And  here,  anno  1740,  a  Hone 
column  was  erected  by  the  Earl  of  Salifhury,  on  which 
is  an  infeription,  with  an  account  of  that  battle.  The 
manor  is  in  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Chandois. 
An  handfome  row  of  fix  alms-boufes,  for  fo  many 
widows,  founded  by  James  Raven/croft,  Efq;  in 
1672,  with  a  little  furniture  to  each,  is  in  the  Itreet. 
Queen  Elizabeth  built  a  free-fchool  houfe  of  brick  in 

the 
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he  fame  ftreet,  where  nine  children  are  taught  gratis^ 
j.nd  all  other  boys  at  five  {hillings  the  quarter. 
j  About  two  miles  N.  W.  from  hence,  on  the  left- 
land,  lies  Durdans,  formerly  the  feat  of  the  Au- 
mtins,  but  fince  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  who  pur- 
I'hafed  it  of  Sir  John  Auftin,  and  greatly  beautified 
t,  by  laying  moft  of  the  neighbouring  fields  be- 
onging  to  the  eftate  into  a  park,  and  turning  and 
repairing  the  roads.  The  hbufe  itands  on  an  emi- 
nence, fituated  in  a  fmall  valley,  furrounded  with 
iretty  high  hills  at  a  little  diftance,  fo  that  in  the 
ummer  months  it  is  an  agreeable  retirement ;  but 
:he  foil  all  around  it  being  a  fixong  clay,  all  the  rain 
vhich  falls  in  winter  being  detained  on  the  furface, 
•enders  the  fituation  very  cold  and  moift.  Add  to  this 
:he  want  of  good  water  and  timber  near  the  houfe, 
except  the  young  trees,  which  have  been  planted  by 
lis  Lordfhip. 

Idlejlrey  or  Elejlre,  is  a  village  on  the  Roman  Wat- 
Vtng-Jireet,  on  the  very  edge  of  Middlefex ;  but  it  is 
i:hieily  noted  for  its  fituation,  near  Brockley-hill,  by 
Stan?nore,  which  affords  a  fine  view  crofs  Middlefex, 
)vcr  the  Thames,  into  Surry.  Mr.  Philpot,  digging 
lis  canal,  and  foundations  for  his  buildings,  upon 
the  fpot  of  the  old  city  Sulloniacts,  found  many  coins, 
urns,  and  other  antiquities.  They  have  a  proverb 
here,  relating  to  the  antiquities  : 

No  heart  can  think,  nor  tongue  can  tell, 

What  lies  'tween  Brockley-hill  and  Pennywel. 

Pennywel  is  a  parcel  of  clofes  acrofs  the  valley  be- 
yond Brockley-hill,  where  foundations  are  difcernible, 
and  where,   they  fay,  has  been  a  city. 

About  two  miles  farther  weft  lies  Watford,  a  genteel 
market- town,  14  miles  from  London,  upon  the  Colne, 
where  it  hath  two  ftreams,  which  run  feparately  to 
Rickmerfivorth.     Several  alms-houfes  belong  to  this 
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town,  and  an  handfome  free-fchool,  built  in  1 704, 
and  finimed  1709^  by  Elizabeth  Fuller,  widow;    and 
in  the  church  are  feveral  handfome  monuments.  The 
town,  is  very  long,  having  but  one  ftreet ;  at  the  en- 
trance of    it  Hands   Townfend-houfe,  which    is   large 
and  handfome,  and  belongs   to  Arthur  Greemvollers,  1 
Efq.     Upon  the   river  is  a  large  filk  manufactory, 
which  is  three  ftories  high,  and  has  thirty-three  fafh 
windows  on  each  fide  ;  it  employs  an  hundred  per- : 
fons,  and  belongs  to  Thomas  Deacon,  Efq;  who  lives  | 
in  the  town. 

Cajjloherry,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  EJfex,  is  ele- 
gant. The  fituation  is  the  beft  in  the  county,  upon 
a  dry  fpot,  within  a  park  of  large  extent  :  the  houfe 
is  built  in  form  of  an  ££  :  the  middle  and  the  eaft 
wing  is  modern,  and  in  good  repair  ;  but  the  weft 
wing  is  very  old,  and  by  no  means  correfponding 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  houfe.  The  front  faces 
the  fouth  eaft,  and  looks  directly  on  the  houfe  in 
More-park,  and  which  has  a  noble  afpecl:  from  Caf- 
fioherry -houfe.  In  the  front  of  the  houfe  is  a  fine  dry 
lawn  of  grafs,  which,  immediately  after  the  heavieft 
winter-rains,  may  be  rode  or  walked  on,  as  on  the 
drieft  downs  ;  and  a  little  below  the  houfe  is  a  river, 
which  winds  through  the  park,  and  in  the  drieft 
feafons  conftantly  runs  with  a  fine  itreams  afford- 
ing  great  plenty  of  trout,  cray-fifh,  and  indeed  mofi 
other  kinds  of  frefh-water  fifh.  On  the  north  and 
eaft-fides  of  the  houfe  are  large  wood-walks,  which 
were  planted  by  the  famous  Le  Notre,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  The  woods  have  many  large  beech 
and  oak-trees  in  them  ;  but  the  principal  walks 
are  planted  with  lime-trees,  and  thefe  are  moft 
of  them  too  narrow  for  their  length,  and  too  regu- 
lar for  the  modern  tafte.  On  the  other  fide  of  the; 
river,  the  ground  rifes  to  a  confiderable  height, 
which  affords  an  agreeable  variety;  part  of  which 
being  covered  with   {lately   woods,    appearing  at  a 
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roper  diftance  from  the  front  of  the  houfe,  have  a 
ne  effecT:  to  the  eye.  In  fhort,  the  whole  fpot  (if  a 
trie  more  improved)  would  be  one  of  the  fineft  places 
ear  London. 

Near  Cajfioberry  is  a  pleafant  feat,  belonging  to  the 
ite  Lord  Raymond,  called  LangUybury,  now  inha- 
ited  by  Sir  Henry  Gray,  Bart. 

Rickmerfivorth  is  a  market-town,  within  three  or 
3ur  miles  weft  of  Watford.  It  gave  birth  to  Sir 
"bam as  White,  Merchant-Taylor  of  London,  who 
Dunded  Gloucester -hall,  and  St.  John's  college  in  Ox- 
ord.  Here  are  two  alms-houfes,  one  for  four,  the 
ther  for  five  widows. 

We  vifited  in  this  neighbourhood  More-park,  with 

fine  houfe  in  it,  of  the  late  Duke  of  Monmouth, 
:anding  upon  the  fide  of  the  hill,  facing  Cajfioberry, 
n  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  It  has  been  allowed 
0  be  one  of  the  beft  pieces  of  brick-work  in  England, 
xecuted  by  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  ;  Sir  William  Temple 
ommends  the  garden  as  one  of  the  beft  laid  out  in 
he  kingdom.  The  Duchefs  of  Monmouth,  on  whom 
t  was  fettled  by  marriage,  fold  it  in  1720,  to  Ben~ 
amin  Ho/kins  Stiles,  Efq;  who  built  a  fouth  front 
»f  ftone  with  colonnades,  and  an  opening  was  made 
hrough  the  hill,  that  once  obftrucled  its  view  to- 
vard  Uxbridge.  A  north  front  was  alfo  erected,  and 
he  hill  towards  Watford  cut  through  for  a  vifta. 
n  digging  this  hill,  veins  of  fea-fand,  with  muftels 
n  it,  were  found.  It  was  fince  in  the  pofteflion  of 
he  late  Lord  Anfon  ;  but  after  his  death  it  was 
mrchafed  by  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  Bart,  who  ac- 
quired an  immenfe  fortune  as  commiflary  to  the  army 
n  Germany,  which  procured  him  the  title  of  a  Ba- 
"onet  :  all  of  whom  contributed  to  improve  this  fine 
place  by  a  profufion  of  expence. 

Abbots-Langley,  11  miles  from  London,  fituated 
ibout  three  miles  north  of  Cajfoberry,  in  a  good  air 
ind  foil,  is  remarkable  for  the  birth  of  a  Pope,  JV7- 
Mas  Bra kefpear,  by  the  title  of  Adrian  IV.     The 
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Emperor  Frederic  held  his  ftirrup  while  he  difmount- 
ed,  yet  he  fuffered  his  mother  to  be  maintained  by 
the  alms  of  the  church  of  Canterbury. 

We  proceeded  to  Kings- Langley,  fo  called,  becaufe 
Henry  III.  built  himfelf  a  houfe  here,  of  which  the 
ruins  ftill  exift  ;  and  here  was  born  and  buried  Ed- 
mund de  Langley,  Duke  of  York)  fifth  fon  of  Edwarc 
III.  his  wife  Ifabel,  youngeft  daughter  of  Don  Pe- 
dro, King  of  Cajiile,  was  alfo  buried  here,  and  th( 
tomb  is  in  the  church  of  this  place. 

We  next  went  to  Hempjied,  a  little  farther  north 
and  about  22  miles  from  London,  a  bailiwick  corpo 
rate  town.     Eleven  pair  of  mills   ftand  within  fou  ■ 
miles  of  the  place,  which  bring  a  great  trade  to  it. 

A  little  north  of  Hempjted  we  turned  weft,  arn  I 
came  to  Great  Barkhamjied,  about  26  miles  fron 
London.  It  is  a  very  ancient  town,  which  for  man; 
hundreds  of  years  has  been  one  of-  the  manors  of  th  i 
Crown,  which  granted  to  it  many  very  ample  pri 
vileges.  It  is  now  annexed  to  the  Dukedom  0 
CernwalL 

Barkamfted  has  evidently  been  a  Roman  town  b 
the  name  of  Durolriva ;  and  probably  the  caftl 
ftands  upon  a  Roman  foundation.  Roman  coins  hay 
been  frequently  dug  up  there.  It  is  moft  pleafantly  envi 
roned  with  high  and  hard  ground,  full  of  hedge-rows 
paftures,  and  arable,  though  fituated  upon  the  fouth 
fide  of  a  marfh.  In  the  time  of  the  heptarchy,  it  wa 
the  refidence  of  the  Kings  of  Merica  ;  and  her 
Wightred,  King  of  Kent  and  Merica,  in  the  yea 
697,  held  a  parliament.  Here  alfo  King  Ina's  law 
were  pub  limed. 
•  The  caftle  was  judicioufly  fet  on  the  north-fide.c 
the  town,  on  dry  ground,  among  fprings,  and  mad 
exceedingly  ftrong  by  the  Saxons.  It  was.  rebuilt  b 
Moreton,  Earl  of  Cornwall^  brother  to  William  I.  an 
razed  for  rebellion  in  his  fon's  time,  and  fo,  wit 
-the  manor,  fell  to  the  crown.     Henry  II,  kept  hi 
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ourt  here,  and  granted  great  privileges  to  the  place, 
rhe  caftle  was  afterwards  rebuilt,  as  it  is  thought, 
n  the  reign  of  King  John  \  for  the  Dauphin  of  France, 
n  conjunction  with  the  barons,  befieged  it,  and  the 
lefendants  furrendered  not  till  they  had  the  King's 
>rders  for  it. 

When  the  caftle  was  demolifhed,  a  large 'houfe 
vas  built  out  of  its  ruins,  which  is  beautifully  fitu- 
ited.  What  now  remains  of  it  is  but  the  third  part, 
tnd  the  back  of  the  great  houfe  ;  for  the  other  two 
hirds  were  deflroyed  by  fire,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
'..  It  was  in  King  James's  time  a  mirfery  for  that 
-Vince's  children  ;  and  Prince  Henry  and  Prince 
Charles  were  bred  up  there.  In  the  time  of  the 
rrand  rebellion,  Colonel  Axiel,  a  parliament  offi- 
:er,  held  it.  It  is  now  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Roper 
ramily. 

The  corporation  funk  in  the  war  between  the  King 
md  parliament.  In  King  Charles  II. 's  time  an  at- 
:empt  was  made  to  revive  the  charter  j  but  it  was  dropt. 
This  body  politic  is  now  reduced  to  a  fkeleton,  like 
:he  caftle,  which  is  only  to  be  known  by  its  moats 
md  walls. 

In  this  town  was  the  famous  interview  between 
William  I.  and  the  Englijh  nobility,  in  his  march  to- 
wards London,  after  his  victory  over  Harold.  He  palled 
:he  Thames  at  Walling  ford,  and  was  going  forward  to 
St.  Albans,  when  the  flout  abbot  Frederic  flopped  his 
march,  by  trees,  &fV.  till  he  could  get  the  .Englijh 
nobilitv  together  ;  and  then  he  made  him  fwear  to 
keep  inviolably  the  good  and  ancient  laws  of  the 
kingdom;  yet  he  took  away  all  their  lands,  and  di- 
vided them  among  his  hungry  Normans. 

This  town  gives  name  to  the  deanry.  The 
church  ishandfome,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter;  it  has  had 
many  chapels  and  oratories.  On  the  pillars  of  the 
church  are  the  eleven  apcftles,  with,  each  of  them  a 
fentence  of  the'  creed,  and  St.  George  killing  a  dra- 
gon 
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gon  on  the  12th.     Thefe  were  whitened  over  by  the 
zeal  of  the  late  times,  and  are  not  many  years  age 
come  to  light. 

The  chapel  of  St.  John  is  ufed  only  by  the  mafter. 
timers,  and  fcholars  of  the  free-fchool.  St.  Leonard'^ 
hofpital  was  at  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  high-ftreet, 
and  St.  James's  hofpital  at  the  other  end.  The  fret 
grammar-fchool  was  built  by  Dean  Incent,  of  St 
Paul's.  It  is  a  handfome  brick  ftrucr.ure,  with  ai 
apartment  at  one  end  for  the  mafter,  at  the  other  fo 
the  ufher  and  chantry-clerk.  It  was  20  years  ii 
building. 

Tring,  which  is  31  miles  from  London,  is  a  fmal 
market-town,  ftanding  upon  the  extremity  of  Hert 
fordjhirt,  next  to  Buckingham/hire,  eaft  of,  and  near 
the  Ikening-Jlreet* 

It  is  a  very  ancient,  and  was  formerly  a  Royal  Ma  ! 
nor  j  but  now  pofTefFed  by  Mr.  Gore,  who  has  mad  ! 
a  park  of  300  acres,  of  which  part  is  on  the  Chiltert, 
In  it  is  a  beautiful  wood  inclofed,  lying  clofe  to  th 
Ikening-fireet.  Mr.  Goreha.s  beautified  and  wainfeotte 
the  church  in  a  moil  elegant  manner,  and  gives  20. 
•per  Annum  for  a  charity-fchool.     The  church  is  a 
handfome  pile  of  building,  with  a  ring  of  fix  belli 
Thechancel,wainfcotted  by  Sir Richard Anderfon, is dt 
cent  and  capacious, and  both  are  paved  with  free-ftone 
the  pillars  are  painted  ;  the  pulpit  and  founding-boar 
are  of  fine  inlaid-work,  and  an  handfome  veftry 
under  the  belfry. 

Among  other  monuments  is  a  magnificent  one.  fy 
Sir  William  Gore  and  his  Lady. 

The  people  of  this  place  mufl  be  believed  to  I 
highly  addicted  to  fuperftition,  if  we  form  our  nc 
tions  of  them  from  the  barbarity  great  numbers  < 
them  exercifed,  in  the  month  of  April  175 1,  throug 
the  inftigation  of  a  publican,  who  fancied  himfei 
to  be  bewitched  by  one  Ruth  Osbourne,  and  her  hu 
band,  two  poof  creatures  3  whom,  after  various  ir 
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mces  of  the  mod:  diabolical  rage,  under  pretence 
:  the  exploded  trial  of  ducking,  they,  dragged  about 
ie  length  of  two  miles,  and  threw  into  a  muddy 
ream  ;  through   which  ill   ufage  the  woman  died, 
id  for  which  one  Collins  fuffered  death. 
From  Tring,  I  paffed  eaftward,  and  came  to  Ga- 
rden-Little.     This  vill  has  Caivley-wood  and  Ivingo- 
'lls  on  the  north-weft,  Aldbury  Cliffs  on  the  fouth- 
eft,  and  Dunjlable  Downs  to  the  north.     Here,  a 
Dmmon  of  line  turf  leads,  under  the  Duke  of  Bridge 
later 's  fhady  park,  to  a  moft  noble  profpec^r,  of  three 
aunties,  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  the  greateft  artift 
1  landfcape.     The  variety  of  woods,  cliffs,  arable 
id  pafture  lands,  are  charming. 
Caw  ley -wood9    belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Bridg- 
>aier,  is  a  fmall  covert,  a  mile  from  hence,  at  the 
»p  of  a  hill,  in  Bucks ,    one  of  the  greateft  land- 
marks in   the    fouth   of  Englandy    which    overlooks 
1  counties.     It  ftands  as  a  monument  to  mew,  not- 
j  ithftanding  all  the  modern  improvements,  that  Na- 
ire  will  not  be  outdone  by  Art. 
Now  I   am  on  this  fubjecl:,  I  fliall  juft  mention 
'enley-lodge,  for  a  delightful  retirement  to  a  man  who 
ants  to  deceive  life,  in  an  habitation  which  has  all 
ie  charms  nature  can  give.    There  is  behind  a  large 
)mmon  of  fine  turf,  bounded  by  a  wood  on   the 
eft,  to  which  if  one  afcend  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he  has 
view  of  Northamptonfiire  and  Wamvickjhire.     From 
ie   houfe,  a   femi circular    profpecl:    of  Bedford/hire, 
■liddlefex,  and  Bucks ;   a  bended  one  towards  Ivinga 
id  Aldbury  Cliff's,  with  the  fhady  woods  of  the  Dukes 
Leeds  and  Bridgwater  feeming  to  hang  over  the  ri- 
!  alet  called  Bulborn. 
The  manor  of  Aldbury  lies  north-eaft  of  Tring,  and 
l  the  way  to  Gadefden  :  it  belongs  to  the  Duke  or" 
eedsy  whofe  father  married  the  heirefs  of  the  family 
:  Hyde.    Muniborough-hill  lies  in  the  way  from  Aid- 
iry  to  Little-Gadefden>  and  affords  an  handfome  pro- 
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AJhridge  ftands  near  Aldbury ,  but  in  Bucks,  anancien 
manfion-houfe,  and  fine  park,  belonging  to  the  Duk 
of  Bridgwater* .  It  was  a  monaftery  founded  hy  Ed- 
mund Earl  of  Cornwall,  fon  to  Richard  King  of  th< 
Romans,  for  a  new  order  of  religious  men,  by  hin 
firfr.  brought  to  England,  called  Bons  Hommes,  or  ho 
iiefl  men,  from  their  modefty  and  fimplicity  ;  the1 
wore  a  fky-coloured  habit  after  the  manner  of  th 
hermits.  The  paintings  in  the  cloifters  are  preferv 
ed  from  injury,  except  by  the  weather,  and  the  whol 
fo  entire,  that  with  the  retired  fituation,  and  al 
together,  it  gives  the  fuller!  idea  of  the  ancient  ftate  c 
religion  of  any  in  thefe  kingdoms. 

Gadefden  is  famous  for  the  birth  of  John  de  Gadej1 
den,  who  flou rimed  in  the  beginning  of  the  14th  cen1 
tury  ;  the  firft  Englijhman  who  was  a  court  phyficiafl ' 
and  of  v/hofe  fkill  Chaucer  makes  honourable  mentio. ' 
in  his  Doclor  ofPhyfic,  prefixed  to  his  Canterbury  Tales 
though  Dr.  Freind,  from  John's  own  books,  will  nc ' 
allow  him  todeferve  it.  There  are  feveral  monument 
in  the  chancels  of  this  church  of  the  Bridgwater  fa 
mily  ;   whofe  finely  fituated  feat  and  park  at  AJhridgi 
formerly  a  royal  houfe  of  pleafure,  and  where  Ed 
ward  I.  held   a  parliament  in  the  19th  year  of  hi 
reign,  is  in  this  pariih,  but  in  the  county  of  Buck, 
The  Duke  is  lord  of  this  manor,  as  alfo  that  of  Great 
Gadefden. 

I  crofted  over  a  flip  of  Bucks,  which  runs  int 
Hertford/hire,  between  Aldbury  and  Kenfworth-Green 
lying  a  little  fouth  of  the  road  which  leads  fror 
-St.  Alban's  to  Dunjlable,  and  is  a  fituation  furpri 
iingly  fine,  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  a  good  turl 
and  level,  with  Whipfnake  Woods  on  the  back  of  if 
and  rows  of  high  trees  on  the  other  fide.  Nothin 
but  fky  is  tobefeen  from  it  one  way  -,  and  on  the  othe 

*  This  place  fupplies  BarkhamfteaJ,  and  all  the  neighbourhood,  wit 
fewel,  the 'inhabitants  having  no  coals,  except  what  they  bring  in  waj 
gons  from  London,  at  a  great  expencfc. 
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'e  have  only  a  view  of  the  top  of  a  grove,  at  Mar- 
>.t-Cell.  It  feems  to  claim  a  .preference  of  every 
lace  in  the  county  for  a  cell  ;  yet  never  had  one  on 
:  it  comes  very  little  (hort  of  the  famous  Guy's  cliff, 
ear  Warwick.  There  the  fhady  grove,  and  rolling 
ream  below  it,  made  a  beautiful  fcene  for  folitude  : 
irt  the  woods  and  trees  afford  made  enough,  and 
le  pure  circumambient  ether,  with  nothing  in  view 
it  the  tops  of  trees,  would  make  an  hermit  think 
mfelf  in  another  world. 

i  Here  I  came  into  the  road,  and  fo  turned  fouth^ 
;:ft  for  St.  Albans,  through  Flamjtead  parifti,  where  is 
well-built  and  delightful  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
tunders  Sebright,  Bart,  on  a  rifing  ground  in  the 
iddle  of  a  park.  It  is  called  Beechwood  Manor,  from 
e  great  number  of  fine  beech-trees  which  were  for- 
erly  growing  here,  feme  of  which  are  yet  remaining 
1  the  fides  of  the  park,  The  foil  of  this  park  is, 
r  the  moft  part,  dry,  the  fur  face  being  (hallow,  on 
ftrong  or  chalky  bottom,  which  renders  the  turf 
ry  fine  and  (hort,  and  very  pleafant  for  the  exercife 
either  riding  or  walking.  It  was  formerly  a  nun- 
ry  for  a  priorefs  and  ten  nuns,   independent  of  any 

I  her  convent,  and  then  called  St.  Giles  in  the  Wood, 
A  very  ferious  inscription  in  Flamftead  church,  on 
nonument  of  one  of  the  Saunders  family,  may  be 
>rth  transcribing,  as  it  certainly  is  a  piece  of  found 
6trine,  in  which  every   living   man  may   find  an 

"  He  that  looks  hereon  may  confider  how  fleeting 
worldly  comforts  are,  and  how  great    a    vanity 

is  to  place  his  affection  thereon.  Such  things 
sre  are  as  worldly  comforts,  it  is  true  5  but  they 
ght  to  be  looked  on  as  little  Streams  \  and  who- 
ix  delights  in  them,  more  than  in  the  Fountain 
>m  whence  they  proceed,  may  foon  find  them  dry 
d  vanifhed.     The  truth  of  which   he  that  wrote 

s  hath  fenfibly  found  ;  and  wills  others  to  place 
H  2  their 
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their  affections  chiefly  on  that  Object  of  Love 
which  is  unchangeable,  and  is  the  center  of  all  tru1 
joy  and  felicity.'' 

Purfuing  ftill  the  fame  courfe  along  the  great  roa 
we  came  next  to  $t.JIban's,rich  in  antiquities,  when1, 
after  the  lapfe  of  fo  many  ages,  there  ftill  remaii1 
very  much  of  unquestionable  antiquity  to  gratii 
the  refearches  of  the  curious  antiquarian,  and  whe 
he  is  not  under  a  neceflity  of  reforting  to  conjecture 
often  unfatisfadtory  to  himfelf,  oftener  to  his  readers 

This  town  rofe  out  of  the  ruins  of  Old  Verulai 
originally  a  Britijh^  afterwards  a  Roman  ftation.  Coj 
ilderable  fragments  of  the  Roman  walls  ftilL  remai 
although  great  quantities  have  been  taken  away 
various  times  for  various  purpofes ;  fometimes 
ailift  in  erecting  other  buildings,  fometimes  mere 
to  repair  the  roads.  Here  Cafar  obtained  a  vi&c 
over  CaJJibelan>  and  this  v/as  the  fcene  of  Boadicd 
victory  and  cruelty,  when  fhe  maffacred  70,0 
Romans  and  Britons  who  adhered  to  them. 

The  Roman  bricks  are  of  two  forts  ;  the  red  are 
a  fine  colour  and  clofe  texture,  the  others  have 
red  cafe  over  a  black  vitrified  fubflance.  It  has  be 
conjectured,  that  the  former  were  probably  baked 
the  fun,  the  latter  burnt  in  the  fire ;  but  I  doi 
much  if  the  fun  ever  gives  heat  enough  to  anfv 
the.purpofe.  The  black  part  refills  a  file,  and  v 
bear  a  polifh  *. 

The  abbey-church  is  feen  on  an  eminence,  fa- 
wn ichever  fide  you  approach  the  town^  This  no 
and  venerable  remain  of  ancient  piety  and  religi< 
magnificence,  was  happily  preferved  at  the  diffo 
tion,  being  purchafed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  to 
for  400/.  It  has  been  ufed  by  them  as  a  church  fe 
fince,  and  has  twice  fupplied  a  place  for  the  coi 
of  law,  when  the  judges  adjourned  from  Wejlminjw 

*  5«  Sketch  of  a  Tour  into  Derbyihire  and.  Yorkfhire,  &c 
lijhed  in  177s* 
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Wi  on  account  of  the  plague ;  but  it  had  a  narrow 

E;ape,  a  few  years  ago,  from  falling  a  facrificeto 
iiarice  and  mean-fpiritednefs.  The  repairs  which, 
d  been  made  at  different  times  were  found  expen- 
e,  and  a  fcheme  was  formed  to  pull  it  down  and 
.ild  a  foialler  church. 

J  This  abbey,  which  was  one  of  the  mitred  ones,  and 
point  of  rank  and  wealth  was  one  of  the  greater!  in. 
tgland,  (and  was  thought  not  unworthy  the  accep- 
nce  of  Cardinal  Wolfey^  after  he  had  obtained  the 
rchbifhopric  of  York)  was  founded  by  Offa9  King  of 
e  Mercians*  in  793,  on  the  fpot  where  the  bones  of 
.  Albany  who  fuffered  martyrdom  in  293,  were  dif- 
fered. The  materials  of  the  walls  of  Old  Verulam 
ive  been  employed  in  building  the  fteeple  and  a  con- 
lerable  part  of  the  church. 

In  the  moft  eaftern  parts  flood  the  fhrine  of  St. 
lb  arty  which  was  adorned  in  the  richeft  manner, 
he  ilone-fcreen,  at  the  communion-table  is  a  very 
ght  and  elegant  piece  of  work,  fet  up  by  "John  de 
yheta?njieady  who  was  chofen  Abbot  in  1434 ;  he 
•ok  for  his  arms  three  ears  of  wheat,  in  allufion  to 
le  name  of  the  place  from  whence  he  was  called, 
id  they  are  carved  in  divers  places  in  this  fcreen. 
'he  center  is  modern  v/ork,  a  crucifix  which  originally 
ood  there,  being  removed.  The  brafTes  of  the  grave- 
ones  are  all  either  broken  or  deftroyed,  except  thofe 
f  one  of  the  abbots  in  the  choir,  which  are  per- 
>c~t,  the  ftone  having  been  turned  upfide  down  to 
referve  them  from  the  ravages  of  the  parliament 
rmy,  by  which  the  others  fuffered  fo  much.  About 
^verity  years  ago  the  flairs  were  discovered,  which 
*ad  to  the  vault  where  the  body  of  Humphry  Duke  of 
ttoucefter,  uncle  to  Henry  VI.  was  found  in  a  leaden 
offin,  preferved  intire  by  a  pickle;  that  of  his 
>rother,  the  Duke  of  Exeter ',  was  found  at  St.  Ed- 
nendjbury9  in  Suffolk,  a  few  years  ago,  preferved  in 
H  3  the 
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the  fame  manner,  but  was  moft  fhamefuljy  mangled 
by  the  workmen  and  a  furgeon  there. 

The  weft  end  of  the  choir  has  a  noble  piece  of  Go- 
thic workmanfliip,  for  the  ornament  of  the  high  al- 
tar. In  the  center  of  the  nave  is  a  remarkable  re- 
verberation of  found  from  the  roof;  which  is  painted 
throughout  with  devices  and  the  arms  of  the  bene- 
factors, the  colours  of  which,  though  certainly  of 
forne  ages  {handing,  are  remarkably  frefh.  The  arms 
of  the  principal  contributors  to  the  repairs  in  the  laft 
century,  after  the  havoc  made  in  the  civil  wars,  are 
in  the  choir. 

At  the  eafb  end  is  a  place  which  has  been  ufed  as 
afchocl,  and  is  part  of  the  church,  but  the  commu- 
nication with  the  choir  is  cut  ofF  by  a  wall.  Near 
the  welt- end  of  the  church  is  the  old  gateway  of  the 
abbey  now  ufed  as  a  prifon. 

Between  the  abbey  and  Old  Verulam  was  a  large 
deep  pool,  now  a  meadow,  which  belonged  to  the 
caftle  of  King/bury ,  fituate  at  the  weft-end  of  the  town 
where  the  King  and  his  nobility  ufed  often  to  divert 
themfelves  with  failing  in  large  veffels,  the  anchors 
and  other  tackle  of  which  have  been  found  here. 
Upon  thofe  occafions  they  reforted  to  the  abbey, 
which  was  attended  with  fo  much  expence  to  the 
monks,  that  they  purchafed  the  pool  of  King  Edgar 
and  drained  it. 

Earl  Spencer  has  a  houfe  in  the  town,  which  was 
the  old  Duchefs  of  Marlborough's. 

This  place  has  been  the  fcene  of  many  notable 
a&ipns,  Here  the  Earl  of  Lancafter^  and  others  of 
the  nobility,  ftaid  expecting  an  anfwer  to  their  meg 
fage  to  that  weak,  mifguided  Prince,  Edward  II, 
requiring  him  to  baniih  the  Defpenfers,  to  whofe 
councils  the  oppreffions,  under  which  the  kingdom 
groaned,  were'  attributed.  The  King  returned  a 
haughty  anfwer,  but  was  foon  afterwards  obliged  to 

COm°ply'  Two 
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ITwo  bloody  battles  between  the  houfes  of  York 

Jd  Lancajhr  were   fought   here;  the  nrft  in  1455, 

Sien  the  Duke  of  York,  affifted  by  the  Earl  of  War- 

\ck,  defeated   Henry  and   took   him   prifoner  ;    the 

Iher  in  1461,  on  Bernard*  s-heath,  when  the  Queen,, 

led  by  the  northern  Barons,  defeated  the  Earl  and 

:00k  the    King,    but   ftained   the   victory   by  the 

<uelty  fhe  exercifed  on  the  prifoners. 

The  reflections  arifing  from  the  fate  of  the  many 

jllant  men,    who  loft  their  lives    in   the   interline: 

ids  of    thofe   days,    are    truly   melancholy.     The 

3ft  ancient  and  fplendid  houfes   were  ruined,  the 

I  ngdom  ravaged,  and   the   people  equally  opprefTed 

lichever    fide    prevailed.       Agriculture    was    neg- 

Sted,  of  courfe  a  fcarcity  eniued,    and  that  pro- 

ced  peftilential  difeafes,  which  compleated  the  mi- 

•y.     Nor  were  thefe  the  confequences  of  that  noble 

uggle  for  liberty  which  the  Barons  had  heretofore 

ide,    and  when  the  prefent  incohveniencies  were 

mpenfated  by  the  fubfequent  advantages  :  the  hor- 

rs  of  this  war  were  occaftoned  by  a  weak  woman 

tempting  to  govern  on   one  fide,    and   ambitious 

bles    ftruggling   for   power   on    the   other.      The 

nduct  of  moft  of  the  leaders  fhews  that  they  acted 

3m  that  motive,  or  from  a  ftill  worfe,  revenge. 

Near  this  place  was  Sopwell  nunnery  *.,  where  they 

y  King  Henry  was  married  to  Anne  of  Bolen.     In 

e  heart  of  the  adjoining   corporation   ftood  one   of 

ueen  Eleanor's  crofTes,  demoliihed  by  the  inhabi- 

nts. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Albaris  is  Gorhambury, 
here  is  a  ftatue  of  King  Henry  VIII.  with  a  col- 
ction  of  pictures  worthy  a  traveller's  curiofity.  It  is 
dw  the  feat  of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Grim/ion.  But  it 
ill  be  ever  remarkable  for  being  the  feat  of  a  pater- 

*  The  priorefs  of  this  nunnery  was  dame  Julian  Bemcrs,  who  pub- 
hed  a  fcarcc  book  of  hunting,  hawking,  fifhing,  and  heraldry. 

H  4  nal 
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iial  eftate  of  that  ornament  of  his  country,  for  learn- 
ings Francis  Bacon,  created  Lord  Verulam,  and  Vif- 
count  of  St.  Alban's,  once  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, who  flrft  revived  experimental  philofophy.  Sir 
'Thomas  Meautys,  who  had  been  the  fecretary  of  this 
wonderful  man,  and  to  whom  he  conveyed  his  eftate, 
in  gratitude,  erected  an  elegant  marble  monument  for 
him  in  St.  Michael's  church  in  this  town,  fitting 
thoughtfully  in  an  elbow-chair. 

The  monument  bears  this  infcription  : 

Pranfcifc,  Bacon,  Baro  de  Verulam,  Sti.  Albani  View* , 

Seu  notioribus  titulis, 

Scientiarum  lumen,  facundia  lux, 

Sic  fedebat. 

£$itl,  pojlquam  omnia  naturalis  fapientia 

Et  civilis  arcana  evolviffet 

Natures  decretum  explevity 

Compofita  folvantur, 

An.  Dom.  1626,  Mtat.  66. 

Tanti  viri  mem.  Thomas  Meautys,  fuperftitis  cultor^ 

Defuncli  admirator. 

Thus  tranflated  : 

Francis  Bacon,  Baron  ^f  Verulam,  and  Vifcount  oUt 
St.  Alban'j  ;  or  by  his  more  known  titles,  The  Light ; 
cf  the  Sciences,  and  the  Law  of  Eloquence ;  was  thm , 
accujiomed  to  Jit,  Who,  after  having  unravelled  ah 
the  myjleries  of  nature  and  civil  wifdom,  fulfilled 
the  decree  cf  nature,  That  things  joined  ihould  be 
loofed,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1626,  and  of  hh 
age  66. 

To  the  memory  of  fo  great  a  man,  this  was  erecled^  h) 
Thomas  Meautys,  who  reverenced  him  while  living*, 
and  admires  him  dead* 

Th( 
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The  manor  of  Kingsbury  was  fome  time  the  refi- 
snce  of  the  Saxon  monarchs,  whence  its  name.  It 
ad  a  caftle,  which  was  kept  up  till  King  Stephen's 
me,  when  it  was  demolifhed,  and  the  fite  given  to 
lie  abbey. 

1  The  Earl  of  Spencer  has  a  feat  here,  built  by  the 
te  Duke  of .  Marlborough,  upon  the  river  Vcrlam> 
hich  runs  through  the  garden  ;  and  who  alfo  built 
:indfome  alms-houfes  at  the  entrance  of  the  town. 
,  At  Tittenhanger,  near  Colney,  is  a  very  handfome 
at  of  Sir  Henry  Pope  Blunt,  ftanding  about  a  quar- 
t  of  a  mile  north  of  the  road.  It  feems  to  be  very 
rge,  and  the  fields  and  meadows  about  it  make  it 
"  ry  pleafant  in  fummer. 

Having  thus  gone  over  the  firffc  part  I  propofed  of 
is  country,  which  lies  fouth  and  fouth-weft  of  St- 
''ban's  road,  I  fhall  now  bend  my  courfe  north-eaft: 
wards  Hertford,  and  from  thence  north- weft,  to 
ce  in  fuch  part  of  the  middle  division  as  lies  between 
je  two  capital  roads  on  that  fide  of  Hertford \  re- 
i'ving  that  which  lies  eaft  of  it  for  my  return  to- 
jirds  London* 

The  next  town  in  my  way  is  Hatfield,  19  miles 
)m  London  :  it  is  a  market-town  ;  but  much  more 
'nous  is  Hatfield-houfe,  which  lies  near  it;  from 
lence  King  Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Elizabeth  Were 
th  conducted  to  the  throne,  having  refided  here  for 
ne  time.  King  yames  made  an  exchange  of  this 
trior  in  the  4th  year  of  his  reign,  for  that  of  Theo- 
Ids,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  with  Sir  Robert  Cecily 
erwards  Earl  of  Salisbury,  who  built  this  magnifl- 
:it  houfe,  and  made  the  vineyard  in  the  park, 
-ough  which  the  river  Lee  hath  its  courfe,  adorning 
at  garden.  There  are  two  charity- fchools  in  this 
vn. 

Sunbridge,  which   lies  a  little   north-weft  of  Hat- 

p,  deferves   to   be  mentioned,  as   it  gave  title   of 

ron  to  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough y  and   be- 

H  5  longed 
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longed  to  his  dowager,  a  defcendant  of  the  family  of 
Jennings ,  of  this  place. 

North  Minis  ftands  a  little  eait  of  Colney.  The 
Duke  of  Leeds  has  a  fine  feat  near  the  church.  In 
the  chancel  of  this  church  lies  the  body  of  the  great 
Lord  Somers,  (whofe  fitter  and  heir  married  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Je.kyll,  matter  of  the  rolls)  without  any  infcrip- 
tion  on  his  monument,  in  allufion,  as  one  would 
fuppofe,  to  his  motto,  Prodejf'e  quam  confptci  *. 

We  come  now  to  Hertford,  the  county-town,  21 
miles  from  London ;  a  corporation  governed  by  ten 
aldermen,  out  of  whom  a  mayor  is  chofen,  and  a  re- 
corder. There  are  likewife  fixteen  aififtants,  a  town- 
clerk,  a  chamberlain,  and  fome  nobleman  is  gene- 
rally high  fteward.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  a 
wholefome  air,  and  a  dry  vale,  having  a  good  weekly 
market  well  ftored  with  corn,  and  all  forts  of  provi- 
sions. It  is  very  ancient,  and  is  built  in  the  form  oi 
a  Y,  with  a  cattle  in  the  middle  of  the  two  horns, 
It  contains  feveral  ftreets  and  lanes,  well  rilled  with 
handfome  new-built  houfes.  In  Edward  III.'s  time* 
it  had  petitioned  to  be  difburdened  of  the  expence  oi 
fending  two  members  to  parliament,  on  inability  tc 
pay  their  reprefentatives  wages;  but  21  Jac.  I.  the) 
'  petitioned  to  be  reftored  to  their  right,  and  Succeeded. 

There  is  a  free  grammar-fchool  for  the  children  0! 
this  town,,  erected  by  Richard  Hale,  Efq;  in  Kin£ 
James  I.'s  reign..  The  houfe,  being  rebuilt  a  few 
vears  ago,  is  a  very  good  one.  Of  the  five  churche: 
Hertford  once  had,  there  are  but  two  remaining,  viz  : 
All  Saints  and  St.  Jhdrew's. 

The  river  Lee  was  once  navigable  for  fhips  as  higl 
as  Hertford,  to  which  the  Danes,  came  by  this  river 

*  It  was  the  famion,  five  cr  fix  hundred- years  ago,  to  raife  ponderou 
Kionuments  without  any  infcriptionSj  it  being  then  thought,  that  it  coul 
at  re  time  hereafter  be  neceffary,  to  tell  the  name  of  fo  illurtrious  a  pet 
fonagej  and  to  this  idle  fancy  we  owe  our  ignorance  of  the  names  c 
mwy  of  the  filent  inhabitants  of  fumptuous  tombs.^ 
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n  the  reign  of  King  Alfred,  who  having  blocked 
hem  up  in  the  fortrefs,  which  they  haftily  erected 
j:here,  deprived  them  of  their  mips,  either  by  dam- 
ning up  the  ftream,  fo  as  to  force  it  to  flow  over  all 
:he  flat  country  adjacent,  as  forne  fay,  or  by  cutting 
:hree  new  channels,  as  others  report.  But  in  what- 
ever way  it  was  done,  the  river  was  fpoiled,  till  with- 
in fomewhat  more  than  a  century  paft,  when,  with 
*reat  labour  and  expence,  it  was  fo  far  repaired,  and 
:he  navigation  of  it  reilored,  that,  as  wa  (ee  at  this 
lay,  with  equal  conveniency  to  this  city,  and  the 
:ounty  of  Hertford,  barges  now  come  down  from 
Ware,  with  malt  and  corn,  into  the  Thames,  and  re- 
turn again  laden  with  coals. 

Near  Hertford  is  a  feat  called  Balls,  of  the  late  Go- 
vernor Harfifon,  now  of  the  Lady  Vifcountefs- dow- 
ager Townjhend,  his  only  daughter,  fituated  on  an 
lill,  which  commands  a  profpect.  of  the  country  round 
it ;  as  is  likewife,  in  its  neighbourhood,  a  feat  of  the 
Clarks,  very  delightfully  fituated  alfo,  called  Bricken- 
don-bury,  left  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Clark  to  Thomas 
Morgan,  Efq;  reprefentative  for ■  Brecknockjhire,  who 
married  his  niece. 

Earl  Cowper  has  an  handfome  feat  near  Hertzng- ■■-. 
fordbury,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hertford,  built  by 
his  father  the  lord   chancellor  of  that  name;    who 
erected  in  the  church-yard,  by  his  mother's  defire,  a 
tomb  for  her,  with  an  infcription  to  her  honour. 

The  manor  of  Gubblns,  lies  north  of  Hertford, 
near  Bell-Bar,  and  will  be  forever  famous  on  occa- 
fion  of  its  being  the  family-feat  of  the  great  Sir  Tho- 
mas More,  lord  chancellor  of  England  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  which  defpotic  monarch  took  off  his 
head,  for  refufmg  to  acknowledge  his  fuprernacy. 

A  little  nearer  north,  at  Watton,  is  V/atton  Wocrd- 
hall,  the  manfion-houfe  of  the  Botejers,  finely   fitu- 
ated   on   a    riling  ground,    and   watered  with   fmall 
ftreams,  which  fall  into  the  Beane9  on.  the  fouth  of 
U  6  it. 
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it.  It  flands  in  a  park  beautifully  confiding  of  hills 
and  vales,  and  efteemed  for  as  good  timber  as  the 
jfland  produces.  About  fixty  years  fince,  one  tree 
was  fold  for  43  /.  Eighteen  horfes  were  had  to  draw 
one  part  of  it  when  flit;  and  out  of  it  the  cut-water 
to  the  Roy-al  Sovereign  was  made.  There  is  a  good 
free-fchool  in  this  village  for  poor  children;  with 
fome  of  whom  5  /.  is  to  be  given  apprentice. 

Stevenage  is  31  miles  from  London,  and  lies  north- 
Weft  of  Hertford.  It  is  a  fmall  market-town  :  the 
church  ftands  upon  an  hill,  and  confifts  of  a  nave  and 
two  ailes,  and  the  chancel  hath  a  chapel  on  each  fide* 
In  the  fteeple  is  a  ring  of  fix  bells.  Here  is  a  good 
free-fchool. 

Walkern  is  near  it,  north-eaft,  on  the  river  Beare. 
I  mention  it  on  account  of  poor  'Jane  Wenman,  who* 
fome  years  ago,  was  tried  for  a  witch,  the  laft,. 
we  hope,  that  ever  will  undergo  fuch  a  trial  in  Eng- 
land ;  the  old  law  againft  witches  being  repealed.. 
Mr.  Juftice  Powell  got  a  reprieve  for  the  poor  crea- 
ture, after  the  jury  had  found  her  guilty,  contrary 
to  his  directions.  She  lived  feveral  years  afterwards. 
on  an  allowance  from  the  parifh  *.  The  deluded 
wretch  had  been  frightened  into  a  confeffion,  that  me 
was  a  witch  ;  and  thereupon  was  committed  by  Sir 
Henry  Chauncey,  of  Yardlybury,  who  would  fain  have 
had  her  retrac\  and  pacify  her  accusers.  This  gentle- 
man was  one  of  the  deprived  judges  of  James  II.  but' 
at  is  fa  id  he  never  fet  as  judge  but  one  day.  He  wrote 
"The  Antiquities  of  Hertfordshire. 

It  is  reported  likewife,  that  another  woman  being 
tried  before  judge  Powell,  who,  among  other  things-. 

*  "  I  have  heard,  (fays  a  learned  gentleman  at  Cambridge,  a  friend  tf> 
this  work)  that  me  afterwards  beefme  polfelTed  of  a  comfortable  fubfift- 
ence  ;  that  fhe  did  a  great  deal  of  good  with  it  to  the  poor,  and  became 
as  much  the  objedt  of  their  efteem,  as- me  had  been  oi  their  deteftation. 
The  trial  is  a  {hiking  irftrance  of  what  can  be  done  in  the  /wearing  way 
by  willing  witnefles.  It  occafioned  a  controversy,  in  which,  I  think, 
Dr.  Stubbing  ftgnalised  himfelf  oa  the  right  fide," 

that 
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hat  conftituted  her  a  witch,  had  laid  to  her  charge, 
rhat  fhe  could  fly ;  Ay  !  faid  the  judge  ;  And  is  this 
rue?  Do  you  fay  you  can  fly  ?  Tes,  lean,  faid  fhe. — 
10  you  may,  if  you  will,  then,  replied  the  judge  ;  / 
>ave  no  law  again/1  it.  And  at  the  trial  of  Jane  Wen- 
nan,  the  court  being  full  of  fine  ladies,  the  old  judge 
ery  gallantly  told  the  jury,  "  They  muft  not  look 
ut  for  witches  among  the  old  women,  but  among 
he  young." 

At  Siffivemes,  in  Codicote  parifh,  in  the  year  1627, 
/as  a  moft  prodigious  walnut-tree,  covering  76  poles 
f  ground.  The  weight  ofLthe  boughs  at  1  aft  cleft 
le  trunk  to  the  ground.  iVlr.  Penn,  then  lord  of 
tie  manor,  had  19  loads  of  planks  out  of  it ;  a  gun- 
ock-maker  at  London  had  as  much  as  coft  10  A  car- 
age  :  there  v/ere  thirty  loads  more  of  roots  and 
ranches.  This  was  attefted  by  Edward  Wingate^ 
efore  a  neighbouring  juftice  of  peace,  to  whom  Mr* 
yenn  declared  he  had  been  offered  50  L  for  the  tree. 

Hitchin  is  a  market-town,  lying  in  a  bottom,  out 
f  any  great  road,  diftant  from  London  33  miles,  and 
'ithin  three  miles  of  Bedford/hire.     It  is  governed  by 

bailiff  and  four  conftables,  and  was  formerly  fa- 
ious  for  the  ftaple  commodities  of  this  kingdom* 
"he  church  is  large,  153  feet  long,  and  67  broad5. 
edicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  conhfts  of  the  nave  and 
wo  ailes,  with  two  chapels  or  chancels.  The  (teeple 
as  a  ring  of  fix  bells,  but  is  low,  and  difproportion- 
te  to  the  chancel.  In  the  north-aile  window  are 
aintings  of  Faith,  Hope^  and  Charity,  and  of  the 
?our  Cardinal  Virtues;  and,  in  the  next  north  win- 
ow,  the  Beatitudes.  The  front  hath  the  twelve 
poftles  round  it  ;  but  they  have  been  fufferers  from 
re  booted  faints  of  Forty-one.  There  are  many  mo- 
iuments  in  it.  A  good  free-fchool,  a  charity  fchool, 
nd  eight  alms-houfes,  have  been  added  to  the  town. 
i  I  could  not  mifs  taking  notice  of  Hexton,  on  the 
lorth-weft  edge  of  the  county,   next  Bedford/hire, 

where 
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where  was  a  battle  between  the  Danes  and  Saxons, 
fome  remains  of  which  are  vifible  between  this  place 
and  Luton,  as  large  burrows,  &c.  Half  a  mile  to 
the  fouth  of  this  town,  is  a  fortified  piece  of  ground, 
called  Ravenfborough-caftle*  The  camp  is  a  fort  of 
oblong,  containing  about  16  acres,  the  fortification 
entire.  Nature  has  fo  well  flrengthened  it,  that  iooo 
men  may  defend  it  againfl  a  great  army :  it  is  en- 
compafied  with  a  valley,  and  a  very  deep  hill,  inac- 
ceflible  by  an  army  any-where  but  at  the  point  of 
entrance,  which  is  by  a  gradual  afcent  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile. 

The  Beryjlade,  an  houfe  then  pofTeiTed  by  John 
Crofs,  Efq;  though  low,  and  in  the  dirt,  is  now  an 
agreeable  fummer-houfe  ;  which  it  owes  chiefly  to 
St.  Faith's  Well,  a  fine  fpring  at  Raven/borough.  A. 
moory  piece  of  ground,  where  the  fpring  rifes,  is  cut 
into  canals,  which  are  flocked  with  trouts,  many  of 
them  22  inches  long.  Thefe,  having  been  ufed  to 
take  their  food  from  the  mailer's  hand,  out  of  a  bowl 
with  a  long  handle  to  it,  come  rolling  up  to  the  fur- 
face.  The  bottom  is  white,  either  from  chalk  or 
fand  ;  and  fo  tranfparent,  that  every  fifh  may  be  feen 
that  comes  out  of  its  hole.  To  preferve  them  from 
groping,  the  banks  are  wharfed,  and  in  fome  places 
fupported  with  timber  ;  fo  that  the  fiih  can  fhelter 
themfelves  underneath  ;  and  a  man  rnuft  have  his 
head  and  fhoulders  in  water,  who  (loops  down  to 
them.  From  hence  the  water  feeds  a  large  canal  in 
the  garden,  flored  with  carp  and  tench  \  and  there 
might  be  made  bafons  or  canals  to  any  dimenfions. 

Near  Hexton  is  a  fquare  Roman  camp  upon  a  pro? 
montory  juft  big  enough  for  the  purpofe,  and  undei 
it  is  a  fine  fpring. 

Lilli-hoo  is  a  fine  plat  of  ground  upon  an  hill,  where 
a  horfe-race  is  kept.  It  lies  a  little  fouth  of  Hexton. 
juft  by  the  Iketimg. 

Neaj 
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Near  Pirton  church  has  been  a  caflle  of  the  Saxons 
or  Normans,  with  a  keep. 

I  proceeded  next  to  Baldock,  fituated  on  the  Iken- 
ing-Jheet,  as  it  leads  from  Dunftabh  to  Royfton.  It  is 
a  large  market-town,  37  miles  from  London.  It  is 
of  chief  note  for  its  many  maltfters.  The  church 
ftands  in  the  middle  of  the  town ;  it  is  an  handfome 
high-built  edifice,  with  a  ring  of  fix  good  bells.  It 
has  three  chancels,  but  the  two  outward  are  rather 
chapels.  Among  other  confiderable  benefactions  to 
the  poor  of  this  place,  Mr.  John  Winne  gave  ii5oqo/. 
to  build  fix  alms-houfes,  and  purchafe  lands  to  raife 
an  annuity  of  40  s.  a  piece  to  every  poor  perfon  fettled 
in  them.  The  Ikening-Jireet,  about  Baldock,  now 
appears  but  like  a  field-way.  Between  Baldock  and 
Icleford  it  goes  through  an  entrenchment,  confiding 
of  the  remains  of  a  Britifo  town,  now  called  Wilbitry- 
hill.  Icleford  retains  the  name  of  the  ftreet,  which 
at  this  place  paffes  a  rivulet  with  aftrong  ford,  want- 
ing reparation. 

This  ftreet,  quite  to  the  Thames  in  Oxfordjhire^ 
goes  at  the  bottom  of  a  continued  ridge  of  hills,  called 
the  Chiltern,  being  chalk,  and  the  natural  and  civil 
boundary  between  the  counties  of  Hertford  and  Bed- 
ford, very  fteep  northward. 

As  the  Ikening-Jireet  and  the  Fofs  traverfed  the  king- 
dom from  fouth-weft  to  north-eaft,  parallel  to  each 
other,  and  Watling-Jlreet  crofFed  thefe  quite  the  con- 
trary way  with  an  equal  obliquity,  the  Herman-Jlreet 
palled  directly  north-  and  fouth,  beginning  at  New- 
haven,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Oufe  in  Suffex ;  and 
pafiing  on  the  weft  fide  of  that  river,  through  Radmil, 
then  through  Lewes  by  Isfield ;  after  which  it  feems 
to  pafs  over  the  river  at  Sharnbridgc,  and  fo  proceeds 
to  Eajl-Grinjleaa I;  but  is  loft  in  pafling  through  the 
great  woods.  Then  through  Surry  it  goes  by  Stane- 
Jlreet,  Croydon,  Streatham  ;  and  by  its  pointing  we 
may.  conclude  was  originally  defigned   to  pafs   the 

Thames 
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Thames  at  the  ferry  called  Stangate  by  Lambeth,  where 
it  coincides  with  the  Watling-Jlreet.  There  the  road 
went,  before  London  became  confiderable  ;  but,  fmce 
that  period,  the  traces  of  the  roads  near  that  capital 
have  grown  very  obfcure.  The  original  road  per- 
haps paries  through  unfrequented  ways  near  Endfield 
and  Herman-fir  eet,  which  feems  from  thence  to  have 
borrowed  its  name. 

On  the  eaftern  fide  of  Endfield- chace  by  Bujh-hill,  is 
a  circular  Britijh  camp  upon  an  eminence,  declining 
fouth  weft.  But  the  ancient  road  appears  upon  a 
common  on  this  fide  Hertford  by  Ball's-park,  and 
paries  the  river  below  Hertford-,  then  goes  through 
Ware-park,  and  falls  into  the  prefent  road  on  this 
fide  Buntingford,  and  fo  to  Royfion,  where  it  crofles 
the  Ikening-Jireet,  coming  from  Tring  through  Dun- 
Jlable,  going  into  Suffolk.  Thefe  are  the  principal, 
places  upon  the  two  roads,  which  we  thought  fit  to 
mention  together. 

At  Baldock  I  croiled  the  north  road,  and  got  into 
the  third  divifion,  next  Cambridge/hire  and  EJfex ;  and 
when  I  have  parted  through  it,  I  fhall  return  fouth- 
ward,  and  take  a  view  of  fuch.  towns  lying  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  middle  divifion  as  I  have  not  been  at 
already. 

In  the  year  1724,  between  Cal.de cot  and  Henxwortb, 
feveral  Roman  antiquities  were  dug  up.  Workmen, 
digging  gravel  for  the  repair  of  the  great  northern 
road,  ftruck  upon  fome  fome  earthen  veffels,  or  large 
urns,  full  of  afhes,  and  burnt  bones,  but  rotten  ; 
near  them  an  human  Skeleton,  with  the  head  towards 
the  fouth-eaft,  the  feet  north-weft.  Several  bodies 
were  found  in  the  fame  pofition,  not  above  a  foot  un^ 
der  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  with  urns,  great 
or  fmall,  near  them,  and  pateras  of  fine  red  esrthj 
fome  with  the  impreftion  of  the  maker  at  the  bottom  ; 
alfo  fmall  bottles  of  glafs,  (vulgarly  called  lacryma- 
tories,  but  more  probably  eifence  or  unguent  bottles; 

which. 
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hich  were  properly  enough  placed  in  tombs,  to 
hich  thefurviving  relations  repaired  for  fome  time) 
npullas,  a  brafs  tribulus,  fix  fmall  glaffes,  two 
rge  beads  of  a  green  colour,  and  other  fragments. 

I  went  through  the  village  of  Ajhwell,  which  ftands 
3t  far  from  Galdecot,  on  the  fource  of  the  Rhee,  by 
le  borders  of  Cambrldgejhire,  which  breaks  out  of  a 
>ck  here  from  many  fprings,  with  fuch  force  as  to 
>rm  a  dream  remarkably  clear,  but  fo  cold,  that  it 
ripes  horfes  not  ufed  to  drink  it.  The  water  here 
ubbles  out  at  as  many  places,  and  as  abundantly, 
id  in  juft  fuch  a  bottom  under  an  hill,  as  doth  the 
Is  or  Thames  in  Gloucefierjlnre.  In  Dome/day  £ook9 
lis  village  is  called  a  borough,  having  14  burgeffes, 
ad  a  market;  anciently  alfo  it  had  four  fairs.  Mr. 
'amden  thinks  the  village  Roman  ;  and  at  half  a  mile 
iftance,  fouth  of  this  fource  of  the  Rhee,  is  a  fpot 
f  ground  taken  in  by  a  Vallum,  and  generally  thought 
)  be  one  of  the  Cajira  Exploratorum  of  the  Romans ; 
:  is  called  Arbury  Banks,  and  confifts  of  about  1 2 
cres;  and  Roman  coins  have  been  found  here;  but 
rill  it  wants  feveral  requifites  for  a  Roman  camp.  The 
hurch  has  an  handfome  chancel,  a  nave,  and  two 
arge  ailes,  a  lofty  tower  at  the  weft  end,  with  a  ring 
»f  fix  bells,  and  a  chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the 

hancel. 

I  now  come  to  Roy/ion,  fituated  upon  the  utmofl: 
lorthern  border  of  Hertford/hire,  infomuch  that  part 
)f  it  is  in  Cambridgejhire,  37  miles  from  London.  The 
relds  about  this  town  have  upon  almoft  every  emi- 
nence a  barrow,  and  they  lie  very  thick  by  the  Iken- 
'ng-Jlreet,  eafl  of  this  town.  Here  was  a  monaftery 
founded  in  honour  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket,  as  alfo  an 
hofpital,  both  fwallowed  up  in  the  diftolution  of 
Henry  VIII.  but  the  priory-church  wTas  purchafed 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  made  a  parifh  church  of.  It 
confifts  of  a  nave,  with  an  aile  on  each  fide,  and  a 
fquare  tower  with  a  ring  of  five  bells  in  it. 

The 
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The  town  became  populous,  on  erecting  the  pre- 
fent  poft-road  through  it,  which  before  ran  along 
the  Herman-fir -eet9  through  Barkway  to  Bigglefwade. 
It  is  nov/a  good  town,  and  well  inhabited,  and  has  a 
great  corn  market  on  JVednefdays,  and  is  full  of  good 
inns. 

Two  miles  both  ways  of  Royjlon  is  chalky  foil, 
without  trees  or  water ;  about  Pucker  tdge  it  is  gra- 
velly :  in  other  places  adjoining  are  camps,  and  Ro- 
man antiquities.  At  Had/lock  is  the  fkin  of  a  Danijb 
king  nailed  upon  the  church -doors,  as  reported. 

Royjion  was  a  Roman  town  before  Roifia  built  her 
religious  houfe  here.  Roman  coins  have  been  dug 
up  near  the  fpot.  There  feems  to  be  the  ftamp  of 
Roijia's  crofs  frill  remaining  at  the  corner  of  the  inn, 
juft  where  the  two  roads  meet. 

And  now  I  bend  my  courfe,  fouthward,  towards 
London. 

The  church  of  Tberfield,  which  lies  among  the 
hills,  a  little  fouth  of  Roy/ton,  is  obliged  to  Francis 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely,  once  rector  of  it,  who  paved  the 
chancel  with  free-ftone,  the  area  of  the  altar  with 
marble,  wainfcoted  the  walls,  made  it  into  the  form 
of  a  choir,  and  cieled  it  with  fret-work.  It  is  a  rec- 
tory of  great  value. 

6)uixw6od  is  a  village,  near  which  is  Clothale,  a 
feat  of  Lord  Salifoury's.  The  prefent  Earl  lives  more 
at  this  place,  which  looks  like  a  large  old-fafhioned 
farm-houfe,  than  at  his  fine  feat,  or  at  leafr.  what 
might  be  made  {o,  at  Hatfield. 

Barkway  is  a  market-town.  The  church  {rands 
in  the  midit  of  it,  with  an  aile  on  each  fide,  and  a 
tower  with  five  bells,  and  a  turret-clock.  The  crea- 
tion of  the  world  is  painted  on  one  of  the  windows. 
In  one  pane  at  top  is  a  bodily  representation  of  the 
Deity,  as  a  man  in  a  loofe  robe,  down  to  his  feet,  | 
with  the  globe  before  him,  arid  the  motto  under,  De 
epere  primes  diei.     The  next  pane  has  the  fame,  with 
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j.nds  expanded,  ftanding  on  the  firmament,  in  the 
lidft  of  the  water  ;   under  which,  De  opere  fecund<e 
The  third  has   the  fame   figure,  among  green 
^s  and   herbs ;    the  legend   loft,    and  three  other 
nes,  in  order,  under  thefe.     The  painting  of  the 
urth  is  loft.     The  fifth  has  the  fame  figure,  with 
-ds  flying  about  it.     A  piece  of  the  fixth  remains, 
iere  fowls   and  beafts  are  brought  to  Adam  to  be 
^med.     Another  window,  in  the  north  aile,  has  St, 
Yorge  flaying  a  dragon,  a  bifhop,  &c. 
Fhe  Roman  road,  called  Herman-Jlreet,  paries  through 
1  parifh  of  Amjly  ;  and  all  the  way  upon  it  we  find 
nains  of  camps  and  ftations,  exadtly  according  to 
;  Itinerary.     The  caftle,  formerly  here,  was  faid 
be  built  by  Euflace  Earl  of  Bologne,  at   the  com- 
md  of  William  I.  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
;re  were  fortifications   before.     It  confifted    of  a 
ep,  or  round  artificial  hill,  yet  remaining,  with  a 
ge  and  deep  fofle  about  it ;  the  mount,  probably, 
ide  from  the  ditch.     The  barons,   in  King  "John's 
ae,  made  another  retrenchment  fouth  of  it,  which 
mid  contain  a  garrifon  as  numerous  as  the  caftle 
mid  hold. 

The  church  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
is  faid,  out  of  the  ftones  of  the  demolifhed  form- 
ations made  additional  to  the  caftle.  It  is  certainly 
ry  old,  and  built  with  a  low  tower  in  the  middle, 
d  two  ailes.  The  chancel,  perhaps,  was  rebuilt 
th  the  materials  of  the  keep,  being  of  later  date, 
is  large  and  lofty,  and  hath  ftalls,  as  if  for  a  choir. 
Buntingford  is  the  next  town  ;  noted  for  being  a  great 
Droughfare.  It  is  31  miles  from  London,  and  owes 
being  as  a  town  to  the  prefent  poft-road  through 
to  the  north.  The  firft  mention  of  it  is  in  the 
gn  of  Edward  III.  who  gave  a  market  and  a  fair 
it.  It  is  fituated  in  Layjlon  parifh  ;  but  has  a  cha- 
l  of  brick.  Dr.  Setb  Ward,  Bifhop  of  Salijlury, 
10  died  January  6,  1688,  built  a  neat  brick-houfe 

near 
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near  the  chapel,  for  four  poor  men  and  four  poor 
women,  who  had  lived  handfomely,  and  came  to  de- 
cay through  misfortunes  ;  each  of  which  has  two 
rooms  below,  and  two  above.  Bunting  ford  free-fchool 
owes  much  alfo  to  the  fame  worthy  prelate,  who  had 
his  education  in  it.  He  built,  1683,  an  hofpital  at 
Salijbury,  for  ten  poor  widows  of  clergymen  ;  was  a 
benefactor  to  Layfton  ;  gave  a  good  fum  of  money  to 
make  Sali/bury  river  navigable  ;  600  /.  to  be  laid  out 
in  land,  for  putting  out  three  poor  children  appren- 
tices, two  out  of  Jfpenden,  and  one  out  of  Layjhn, 
alternately.  In  fhort,  the  good  bifhop  feems  to  have 
thought,  that  the  revenues  he  reaped  from  the  church 
ought  to  have  fome  other  more  public  defignation, 
than  to  lift  out  of  obfcurity  a  private  family.  I  was 
told  on  the'  fpot,  that  his  fon  was  glad  to  accept  this 
humble  fubfiftence. 

Braughing  lies  a  little  on  the  eaft  of  the  road,  and 
is  thought  to  have  been  the  Roman  Cafaromagum, 
fituated  31  miles  from  London,  as  by  Antoninus' 's  Itine- 
rary. It  ftill  has  fome  ruins  of  its  ancient  eminence, 
giving  name  to  the  deanry,  and  the  hundred.  On 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Herman-Jlreet,  now  the  road  to 
Cambridge,  we  find  the  ruins  of  a  Roman  camp.  The 
church  is  an  handfome  building,  and  had  a  ring  oi 
five  good  bells,  which  are  now  increafed  to  eight,  by 
the  bounty  of  the  late  William  Freeman,  Efqj  whc 
delighted  much  in  ringing. 

IN  ear  the  church-yard  is  an  old  houfe,  at  prefent 
inhabited  by  poor  families,  which  was  given  with  all 
forts  of  furniture  for  weddings.  They  brought  hi- 
ther their  provifions,  and  had  a  large  kitchen,  with  < 
caldron,  large  fpits  and  dripping-pan;  a  large  roorr 
for  merriment;  a  lodging-room,  with  a  bride-bed, 
and  good  linen  ;  fome  of  which  furniture  was  in  be- 
ing a  few  years  ago. 

We  proceeded  through  Puckeridge,  a  little  hamlet- 
town,    but  a  great  thoroughfare,   ftanding   on  th< 

Herman- 
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Herman-Jlreet,  and  came  to  Standon,  a  fmall  market- 
own.  The  church  hath  a  nave  and  two  ailes  ;  the 
loor  of  the  chancel  is  (even  fteps  above  that  of  the 
church,  and  the  altar  three  fteps  above  the  chancel- 
loor. 

Here  we  turned  fhort  to  the  eaft,  to  vifit  Bijhop- 
Etortfordy  lying  on  the  borders  of  Ejftx,  30  miles 
rrom  London.  William  I.  gave  this  tov/n  and  caftle 
:o  the  Bifhop  of  London,  whence  its  prceno?nen ;  and 
iECing  John  feized  and  demolifhed  it,  for  the  offence 
Df  the  then  bifhop,  who  was  one  of  thofe  who  pub- 
jlifhed  the  Pope's  interdict  againft  the  nation.  The 
bifhop  was  reftored  by  the  fame  prince,  and  fatisfac- 
tion  made  him  for  demolifhing  the  caftle.  The  hill 
Dr  keep  of  the  caftle  is  artificial,  made  of  earth  car- 
Tied  thither,  with  a  breaft-work  at  top,  of  ftones  and 
mortar.  A  bank  of  earth  leads  from  it  through  the 
iinoory  ground,  on  which  it  was  fituated,  to  the 
north-eaft.  There  is  a  large  wall  from  the  top  of 
ithe  hill  yet  remaining.  The  Bifhop's  prifon  was  in 
: being  in  Bifhop  Bonner1?,  time;  though  all  the  old 
buildings  are  fince  demolifhed.  But  the  caftle-guard 
is  ftill  paid  by  feveral  places  to  the  bifhop,  befides 
other  quit-rents. 

This  town  is  large,  and  well  built.  The  road 
from  London  to  Cambridge ,  Newmarket,  and  St.  Ed- 
mund/bury, pafTes  through  a  part  of  Hockerel,  in  which 
is  an  exceeding  good  inn.  Bijhop-Stortford  is  built 
in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  having  four  ftreets  turned  to 
the  cardinal  points  ;  and  the  river  Stort  runs  through 
it. 

The  church  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  is  lofty,  and 
ftands  on  high  ground  ;  it  hath  a  fine  ring  of  eight 
bells.  There  were  anciently  three  guilds  and  a 
chantry  founded  here.  In  the  church  are  nine  ftalls 
on  a  fide  for  a  choir.  On  the  north  fide  the  church, 
is  a  gallery  for  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  fchool, 
upon  it  Sir  John  Hobarfs  (firft  Earl  of  Buckingkam- 

Jbire 
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Jhlre  of  that  family)  arms,  who  was  educated  there, 
and  a  great  benefactor  to  this  work. 

At  the  well  end  is  another  gallery,  built  a  few 
years  ago,  upon  which  is  an  organ  ;  and  it  is  obferv- 
able,  that  there  was  an  organ  in  this  church  fo  lona 
ago  as  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  A  new  font  ftainls 
before  it,  with  a  pavement  of  black  and  white  marble, 
inclofed  with  iron  rails. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  monuments  in  the 
church,  particularly  one  in  the  north  aile,  for  fever 
children  of  Edward  Mapplefden,  who  died  of  the 
fmall-pox. 

Several  benefactions  are  beflowed  on  the  poor  oi 
this  town,  particularly  two  alms-houfes  in  Porters- 
Jireet.  But  the  greatefl  ornament  of  the  town  is  the 
fchool,  built  about  70  years  ago,  by  contribution  oi 
the  gentlemen  of  Hertford/hire  and  EJfex,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  Dr.  Thomas  Tooke,  late  mailer,  who  alfc 
procured  feveral  Aims  for  completing  it,  from  the 
young  gentlemen  educated  here.  When  this  gentle- 
man engaged  in  it,  it  was  at  the  lowed  ebb  of  repu- 
tation ;  but  he  raifed  it  to  a  great  degree  of  fame, 
and  confiderably  increafed  the  trade  of  the  town,  by 
the  beneficial  concourfe  that  it  brought  thither.  He 
revived  the  annual  fchool-feafl,  and  charged  his  own) 
eflate  with  a  yearly  prefent  to  the  preacher  on  that 
occafion.  He  gave  a  chalice  of  20/.  value  to  the 
church,  and  was  a  great  benefactor  to  the  fchool- 
library  ;  which  is  a  very  good  one,  and  was  firfl  fet 
on  foot  by  the  reverend  Thomas  Leigh,  B.  D.  who 
was  vicar  of  the  church,  anno  1680. 

Every  gentleman  at  leaving  the  fchool  prefents  a 
book  to  the  library. 

Hadham  Parva  {lands  a  little  north  of  Bijhop-Stort- 
ford,  and  is  of  chief  note  for  being  the  burying-place 
of  the  Capels,  earls  of  EJfex. 

The  manor  of  Rye,  in  the  parim  of  Stanfted-Ab-  \ 
fats,  is  famous  for  the  plot,  called  thence  The  Rye- 1 
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oufe  Plot,  faid  to  be  formed  for  afTaffinating  King 
'barks  II.  in  his  return  from  Newmarket ;  for  which 
veral  perfons  fufFered,  and,  among  the  reft,  the 
;nant  of  the  place,  Rumball,  a  man  of  a  daring  and 
ltrepid  fpirit.  The  road  from  Hod/don,  by  the  Rye- 
loufe  to  Chejlerford,  which  forms  a  third  way  to 
'ambridge,  is  very  pleafant. 

Honefdon,  feparated  from  ~EJJex  by  the  Sto?'t,  de- 
rves  to  be  .  mentioned  for  being  the  refidence 
f  the  children  of  King  Henry  VIII.  in  whofe  hands 

was  then,  on  account  of  its  good  air,  and  vicinity 
>  London  ;  and  as  the  feat  of  Robert  Chefter,  Efq;  at 
rlgglns,  built  within  thefe  few  years,  inclofsd  with 
park.  It  ftands  upon  a  beautiful  hill,  overlooking 
\t  meadows,  the  river  Stort,  and  part  of  EJfex,  from 
le  back  front;  from  ths  other,  it  hath  a  profpecl: 
rzv  great  part  of  Hertfordjhire,  and  is  feen  from  Chef- 
int  common,  on  one  hand,  as  St.  Paul's  is  from  the 
:her.  At  the  entrance  of  the  avenue  it  hath  a  large 
afon,  through  which  runs  a  fmall  ftream  ;  and  there 
a  handfome  plantation  of  trees,with  variety  of  Hopes, 
lorned  with  ftatues. 

We  purfu^d  our  way  directly  fouth,  and  came  to 
ib [worth,  or  Sawbridgeworth.  Among  feveral  ancient 
ionumpnts  in  the  church,  is  an  handfome  one  erecl:- 
1  to  the  memory  of  general  Lumley,  brother  to  the 
len  Earl  of  Scarborough,  with  an  infcription,  greatly 

his  honour,  as  follows  : 

'  Here  lieth  the  Honourable  Henry  Lumley,  Efq; 
nly  brother  to  TJiomas  Earl  of  Scarborough  ;  who 
as  in  every  battle,  and  at  every  fiege,  as  colonel, 
eutenanL-general,  or  general  of  the  horfe,  with 
*ing  Willia?n,  or  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in 
venty  campaigns,  in  Ireland,  Flanders,  and  Ger- 
any ;  where  he  was  honoured,  efleemed,  and  be- 
>ved,  by  our  own  army,  by  our  allies,  and  even 
y  the  enemies  for  his  fingular  politenefs  and  hu- 
lanity,  as  well  as  for  all  bis  military  virtues  and 

capacity. 
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capacity.  He  fat  a  long  time  in  parliament,  al- 
ways zealous  for  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  fo 
the  good  of  his  country  ;  and  knew  no  party,  bu 
that  of  truth,  juftice,  and  honour.  He  died  go 
vernor  of  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey,  the  18th  oiQttober  1722 
in  the  63d  year  of  his  age." 

The  manor-houfe  of  Pijhiobury,  in  Sabfworth  pa  i 
rifh,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  on  account  of  its  loft 
rooms  and  remarkable  ftrength,  though  built  i 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time.  It  is  fituated  on  a  clea 
foil,  has  handfome  avenues  to  it,  with  the  rive 
Stort  behind,  which  communicates  with  the  canals  i 
the  gardens. 

We  then  crofTed  the  country  directly  weft  t 
Ware,  fituated  21  miles  from  London,  on  the  riv< 
Lee,  in  its  courfe  from  Milford.  The  town  ftanc 
low,  upon  a  level  with  the  river.  It  is  a  place  < 
great  trade  for  all  forts  of  grain,  but#  chiefly  mal 
which  is  conveyed  in  great  quantities  to  London,  b 
the  river  Lee,  and  the  new  navigable  canal  ;  an 
the  barges  bring  back  coals,  &c. 

It  confifts  of  one  principal  ftreet  a  mile  long,  ar 
other  back  flreets  and  lanes.  At  an  inn  in  th 
town  is  the  famous  great  bed,  which  is  12  fe< 
fquare,  and  lodged  at  once  twelve  butchers  and  the 
wives.  They  lay  all  round  thus  :  two  men,  the 
two  women,  and  fo  on  alternately,  by  which  mear 
each  man  was  near  no  woman  but  his  wife. 

Ware,  being  21  miles  from  London,  is  the  fecor 
poft-town  from  thence  on  the  northern  road.  Tl 
next  is  Royjion,  18  miles  farther.  Several  alm.( 
houfes,  and  a  free-fchool,  and  other  charities,  belon 
to  this  town. 

Thomas  Byde,  Efq;  Lord  of  the  manor,  has  an  hou. 
pleafantly  fituated  in  the  park  here,  to  which  is  a 
afcent  on  every  fide  ;  alfo  a  vineyard  newly  planter 
One  late  improvement,  befides  many  others,  is  a  ci 
from  the  Rib,  which  by  that.means  turns  that  ftreai 

throug 
8 


HERTFORDSHIRE.  169 

*ough  the  park  on  the  fouth-fide,  which  Is  a  line 
rfery  and  protection  for  trouts. 
In  the  north  part  of  the  town  was  fituated  the 
ory,  now  in  the  pofTemon  of  the  family  of  Had/ley. 
At  Blake  %-ware,  the  moft  eaftern  part  of  the  pariih, 
a  feat  of  the  late  William  Plwnmer,  Efq;  with  a 
2am,  called  the  Ajh,  on  the  eaft  front,  which  feeds 
:anal  and  a  garden  by  the  river-fide. 
About  three  miles  from  Ware  is  Young /berry,  the 
t.  of  David  Barclay,  Efq;  it  is  a  plain  neat  edifice  ; 
1  fituation  very  beautiful,  on  the  brow  of  a  wa- 
lg  hill,  fcattered  with  trees.  It  commands  a  fine 
:w  of  rich  inclofures,  various  from  the  inequalities 
the  country  :  in  the  vale,  which  winds  at  the 
ttorn  of  the  hill,  Mr.  Barclay  has  cut  a  large  ri- 
',  which  enriches  his  profpe£t  greatly,  and  gives 
;  whole  a  fcene  of  livelinefs,  which,  however 
;afing,  it  could  not  other  wife  pofTefs. 
I A  little  fouth  of  Ware  lies  Amwell,  a  village  fa- 
pus  for  giving  rife  to  the  New  River  ;  which,  pro- 
dding in  a  direct  courfe  by  the  church,  receives  a 
'ing  which  flows  with  great  abundance.  It  is  21 
les  from  London ;  but  the  courfe  of  the  river  is 
mputed  at  36.  It  was  begun  by  Sir  Hugh  Middle- 
1,  who  by  the  affiftance  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
aid  of  an  a£r.  of  parliament,  brought  it  to  per- 
son. 

The  yearly  profit  of  the  river  has,  fome  years 
0,  been  computed  at  30,000/.  (at  prefent,  it  is 
d  to  amount  to  more  than  double  that  fum)  and 
e  expence  in  fupporting,  and  keeping  it  up,  is 
d  to  amount  to  half  the  profit.  It  was  divided 
iginally  into  72  fhares,  one  moiety  whereof  be- 
tiged  to  private  perfons,  fome  companies  of  Lon- 
and  the  other  to  the  crown  :  for  King  "James  I. 
r  the  fake  of  his  Palace  at  Theobalds,  was  a  great 
omoter  of  it.  The  crown's  moiety  is  fince  come 
to  private  hands,  who  however  have  no  part  of 
Vol.  II.  I  r      the 
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the  management  ;  for  the  corporation  coniifts  of  2c 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  firft  36  fhares  *. 

The  governors  of  the  New  River  company  agreed, 
with  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on  the  river  Lee. 
for  a  cut  of  two  cubit  feet  of  water  from  the  faic 
river,  at  a  certain  rate  ;  and,  after  the  agreement 
they  told  them  they  would  double  the  price  for  a  four- 
foot  cut ;  which  the  proprietors  agreed  to,  not  con-p 
fidering  the  great  difproportions   of  the  two  cuts 
And  this  cut  of  the  river  Lee  fupplies  the  largdj 
fhare  of  the  Neiv  River  water. 

We  kept  along  the  great  road,  through  Hcddej 
don  (which  is  a  confiderable  market-town,  and  note  I 
alfo  as  a  thoroughfare),  till   we  came  to  Broxbournfi 
which  lies  near  it  on  the  New  River  ;  a  fmall,  bul 
pleafant  village,  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground,  havin 
pleafant  meadows  down   to   the  river  Lee.     On  th( 
left-hand  of  the  village  is  Broxbournbury,  the  feat  ( 1 
the  Lord  Monfon.     The  houfe  is   large,  and  neww 
cafed  with   brick  by   Sir  Matthew  Lamb,  not  lor | 
before  his  death,     It  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  $ W 
park,  which   has  lately  been  planted  and  beautifies 
There  are  alfo  new  offices  erected  at  a  little  diftanc 
from  the  houfe,  in   a  quadrangle,  on  the  fame  pla 
with  the  King's  Mews  at  Charing-crofs.     They  ai 
placed  behind  a  large    plantation   of  trees,    fo  th;, 
they  do  not  appear  until  you  are  near  upon  them 
yet  are  at  a  convenient  diftance  from  the  manfioi 
houfe. 

The  manor  of  Theobalds  is  in  this  neighbourhood 
where  formerly  was  built  a  magnificent  feat  by  Lo; 
Treafurer  Burleigh,  who  gave  it  to  his  younger  fo 
Sir  Robert  Cecil,  and  he  exchanged  it  for  that  of  Ha 
fields  at  the  defire  of  James  I.  who  made  it  his  fpor 

*  The  fhares,  forty  of  which  are  neceflary  to  make  a  director,  ; 
rifen,  within  the  memory  of  many  now  living,  from  five  to  fevei  :II 
pounds  each  j  either  the  public  ihould  infift  on  their  being  content  w  /| 
fefs  than  this  vafhgain,  or  encourage  fome  other  adventurers. 

in 
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r-feat ;  and  here  ended  his  life.  From  this  place 
arles  I.  fet  out  to  erect  his  ftandard  at  Nottingham, 
ng  Charles  II.  made  a  grant  of  it  to  George  Monk 
ike  of  Albeinarle,  and  to  his  male  iffue  ;  which 
ling  in  his  fon  Chrijlophef,  King  William  gave  it 
William  Bentinck  Earl  of  Portland,  in  whofe  great 
tndfon,  the  prefent  Duke,  it  ftill  continues.  In 
:  late  civil  wars,  the  palace  was  plundered  and 
"aced  ;  and  from  a  Royal  refidence  it  became  a 
>r  village.  The  great  park,  which  was  inclofed 
:hin  a  wall  of  10  miles  compafs  by  King  James, 
low  converted  into  farms.  The  place  is  however 
duIous,  and  the  New  River  runs  juft  by,  and  fome- 
les  through,  the  gardens  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
s  neighbourhood  Richard  Cromwell,  the  abdicated 
i-teclor,  paffed  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  a  very 
i  vate  manner. 

VValtham-crofs  is  the  next,  and,  as  you  enter  Mid" 
Vex  by  the  north  road,  the  laft  place  in  Hertford- 
ime,  (landing  juft  on  the  edge  of  Middle/ex.  It  is 
ni:ed  for,  and  takes  its  name  from,  the  Crofs,  built 
bj  King  Edward  I.  in  honour  of  his  beloved  Queen 
%anor,  whofe  corpfe,  in  its  way  from  Lincolnjhire 
WWejlminJler,  refted  here;  and  a  crofs  was  built  at 
51  ry  ftage  where  it  refted,  and  Charing-crofs  was  the 
N".  That  Princefs's  effigies  placed  round  the  pillar, 
ail  the  arms  of  her  royal  confort,  as  well  as  her 
on,  viz,  England,  Cajlile,  Leon,  and  Po'iffou,  are 
ftl  remaining,  though  much  defaced. 


I  2  LET. 


172     BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


LETTER       IV. 

Containing  a  defcription  of  part  of  Buckingham 
shire,  Oxfordshire,  Wiltshire,  and  GLOU- 
CESTERSHIRE. 

I  Now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  my  ne? 
journey  through  part  of  Bucks,  into  Oxfordjhir 
.and  fhall  touch  upon  fome  parts  of  Wlltjhir 
which  I  have  not  yet  taken  notice. 

On  the  right-hand,  as  we  ride  from  London  to  U; 
bridge,  or  to  Colnbrook,  we  fee  Harrow,  the  churc 
of  which  {landing  on  the  fummit  of  an  hill,  and  ha1 
ing  a  very  high  fpire,  they  tell  us,  King  Charles  I 
ridiculing  the  warm  difputes  among  fome  critic 
icripturalifts  of  thofe  times,  concerning  the  V'iftt 
church  of  Chrijl  upon  earth,  ufed  to  fay,  This  w 
it. 

From  Uxbridge  we  proceeded  on  the  road  to  war 
Oxford,  and  came  to  Beaconsfield,  a  fmall  town-  ( 
the  road  to  Oxford,  full  of  good  inns,  and  fituated 
a  dry  hill,  famous  for  the  refidence  of  Mr.  EdmU 
Waller,  eminent  for  his  poetical  talents. 

Then  we  went  on  to  Wycomb,  commonly  call 
High  or  Chipping  Wycomb,  from  Civmm,  a  Brit 
"word  for  valley.  This  is  a  large  town,  confiftij 
of  one  great  ftreet,  branching  out  into  divers  fm 
ones.  It  is  full  of  good  houfes  and  inns,  being 
great  thoroughfare  from*  London  to  Oxford.  It  fen 
two  members  to  parliament,  and  is  governed  by 
mayor,  recorder,  12  aldermen,  a  town-clerk,  t 
The  church  is  a  large  ftruclure,  with  a  fleeple  r 
ill  built,  and  the  town  has  a  free  grammar-fcho< 
and  two  alms -houfes, 
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Not  far  from  IVycomb  lies  Amerjham^  or  Agmon- 
ejham,  a  fmall  market-town,  very  ancient,  fituated 
i  the  Chiltern,  a  part  of  the  country  abounding  with 
halky   hills,    covered    with   woods    and    groves    of 
eeches  •,  and  which   fends  members  to  parliament, 
t  confifts  of  two  ftreets,  which  crofs  each  other  at 
ght  angles.     In  the  area,  where  thefe  ftreets  inter- 
iSt  each  other,  ftands  the  church,  which  is  the  bell 
;d~tory  in  the  county.     Here  is  a  guild,  or  market- 
oufe   built   by   Sir   William  Drake^    being  a  brick 
rudture  raifed  on  pillars  and  arches,  having  at  top, 
lanthorn,  and  clock.     A   little  beyond  it  you  go 
trough   Cbefoam,   a  good   market- town  ;  and   like- 
rife  Wendover,  a  mean,  dirty,  corporate  town,  which 
nds  two   members  to  parliament.     Lord  Trevor  is 
3rd  of  the  manor,  and  the  Earl  Verney  chief  owner 
f  the  houfes.     Near  this  place  is  Well-head^  a  fmall 
pring,  which  is  the  firft  rife  of  the  1  harness    Aylef-- 
ury,    which   is    the   largeft   and   beft   town  in    the 
ounty,    alfo  fends   two  members   to  parliament.— 
t  ftands  on  an  hill ;  but  the  country  round  it  is  low 
nd  dirty.     It  conftfts  of  feveral  large  ftreets,  and 
ias  an  handfomely  built  market-houfe,  which  ftands 
n  a  kind  of  quadrangle.     It  has  alfo  a  town-houfe, 
vhere  the  aflizes  and  feilions,  and  other  public  meet- 
ngs  of  the   county,  are  held.     Provifions  are  here 
:heap  and  plentiful,  which  is  owing  to  the  rich  vale 
idjoining.     It  was  a  ftrong  town  in  the  beginning 
>f  the  Saxons  time,  and  a  manor  royal   in  that  of 
'Villiam  I.  who  parcelled  it  out  under  this  odd  te- 
lure,  That  the  tenants  fhould  find  Litter  or  Straw 
ror  the  King's  Bedchambers  three  times  a  year,  if  he 
:ame  that  way  fo  often,  and  provide  him  three  eels 
n  winter,   and  three  green  geefe  in  fummer. 

Many  of  the  poor   here  are   employed   in  making 

ace  for   edgings,  not  much  inferior  to  thofe  in  Flan- 

Itrs  :  but  it   is   fome  pleafure  to  us  to  obferve,  that 

he   Englijl)  are  not  the  only  nation  in  the  world, 

I  3  which 
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which  admires  foreign  manufactures  above  its  own 
fince  the  French^  who  give  fafhions  to  moft  nations 
buy  and  fell  the  fmeft  laces  at  Paris  under  the  nam 
of  Dentelles  d'  Angleterre,  or  Englijb  laces.  The  En 
glijh  ladies  are  even  with  them  in  many  inftances 
and  particularly  in  refufing  to  buy  very  rich  filks,  i 
they  are  not  called  French  \  though  many  of  thof 
bought  for  French  are  really  made  by  Englijh  artift 
in  Spit  al- fields. 

All  round  this  town  is  a  large  track  of  the  richei 
land  in  England,  extended  for  many  miles  almoi 
from  Tame,  on  the  edge  of  Oxford/hire,  to  Leigh 
ton  in  Bedfordjhire,  and  is  called  from  this  town 
The  Vale  of  Ayljbury.  It  is  famous  for  fattenin 
cattle  and  fheep,  and  they  very  frequently  fell 
ram  here  for  breeding  for  ten  pounds.  Here  it  was 
that,  converfing  with  fome  gentlemen  who  under 
flood  country  affairs  (for  all  gentlemen  hereabout 
are  grafiers,  though  all  the  grafters  are  not  gentle 
men )  they  fhewed  me  one  remarkable  inclofed  fiel 
of  pafture-ground,  which  was  let  for  1400/.  pi 
Annum  to  a  grafier. 

Near  this  place  lies  Chilton,  famous  for  givinj 
birth  to  that  fteady  patriot  the  Lord  Chief  Juftic 
Crook,  who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  arbitrary  mea 
Aires  of  levying  fhip-money  without  the  authorit; 
of  parliament. 

South-weft  of  Aylshury,  lies  the  market-town  0 
Tame,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  meadow,  and  almof 
encompafTed  with  rivulets.  It  confifts  of  one  lon< 
broad  ftreet.  The  church  is  large  and  fine,  in  forn 
of  a  crofs ;  near  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  priory. 

The  river  Tame  falls  into  the  Thames  at  Dorchep. 
in  Oxfordjhire. 

At  the  confluence  of  the  Thame  and  Ifts  fland 
Dorchejler,  a  town  of  note  among  the  ancient  Re 
mans,  and  in  the  year  634,  was  made  a  Bifhop's  See, 
till  Remiviusi  in   1 094,  removed   it  to  Lincoln.     I 

hat 
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as  a  very  large  church,  and  a  fine  large  ftone  bridge, 
f  great  length  and  antiquity. 

In  this  vale  of  Ayhbury  flourifhed  the  great  and 
ncient  family  of  Hampden,  for  many  ages,  in  the 
[ljoyment  of  very  large  eftates  ;  moft  of  thera  are 
'ow  enjoyed  by  Lord  Trevor ',  who  has  taken  the 
ame  of  Hampden. 

Eaft  of  Aylesbury  lies  Ivingho,    2l  village  fituated 

mong   woods,    in   a   nook,    or    kind  of  peninfula, 

7'nich  runs  in  between  Bedfordjhire  and  Hertford- 

bire. 

We  pa/Ted  forward  north -weft  through  Winjlow, 

fmall  market-town,  to  Buckingham,  which,  though 

sated  on  a  knoll,  is  furrounded  by  other  hills,  and 

Vatered  on  two  fides  by  the  Oufe  -y  which  takes  a. 

end  round  the  caftle  hill.     It  is  not  a  large  town, 

>ut  is  a  very  extenfive  pariih,  with  fome  confider- 

ble  hamlets  in  it.     It  was  of  note  enough  in  the 

ime  of  Edward  III.  to  have  one  of  the  ftaples  for 

vool  fixed  here  j   when  that  great  Prince,  with  a 

lifcernment  beyond  the  genius  of  the  age  in  which 

le  lived,  laid  the  foundation  of  that  trade,  which 

ms  fince  been  carried  to  an  amazing  extent,  by  pro- 

libiting  the  exportation   of  unmanufactured  wool. 

rhe  making  of  lace  is  now  carried  on  here,  as  in 

)ther  parts  of  this  county  ;  but  the  great  refort  to 

Stowe   is   what   enlivens   the    place.     The   church, 

which  has  been  very  fpacious,  is  now  in  ruins,  by 

rhe  fudden  falling  of  the  fteeple  upon  the  roof,  which 

t  beat  entirely  in,  leaving  the  fide  walls  ftanding. 

Happily  no  life  was  loft.     It   is  to  be  rebuilt  on  a 

*ound  hill,  where  ftood    the  keep  of  the  caftle  ;  of 

vhich   this   hill   is  the  only   veftige.     It  will   here 

Form  an  object  from  Stow  gardens.  Buckingham  fends 

two  members  to  parliament. 

It  would   have  been   inexcufable,  when  we  were 

lere,  if  we  had  not  made   a  vifit  to  Stow,  hard  by; 

1  village  made  defervedly  famous  by  the  noble  gar- 

I  4  dens 
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dens  of  the  late  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham,  which  nov 
belong  to  his  nephew  Earl  Temple^  who  has  mucl 
added  to  their  beauty.  The  prodigioufly  long  fa 
cade  to  the  garden  is  a  compleat  piece  of  new  ar 
chitedture  by  Mr.  Wyatt,  who  firft  diftinguifhet 
himfelf  by  planning  the  Pantheon  in  Qxford-Jireet. 

The  houfe  is  large,  and  extends  in  one  line  o 
front  900  feet  5  but  great  part  of  the  houfe  has  beei 
pulled  down,  and  is  rebuilt  upon  a  very  beautifu 
and  magnificent  plan.  The  many  beautiful  paint 
irigs,  the  works  of  the  moll  capital  artifts,  v/hicl 
are  placed  in  different  parts  of  the  houfe,  are  trul; 
worthy  the  infpe&ion  of  every  curious  traveller  ;  bu 
the  ornamented  grounds  are  more  peculiar  than  th 
houfe  itfelf.  They  were  many  years  the  admiratioi 
cf  all  that  viewed  them,  not  only  for  their  rea 
beauty,  but  the  fcarcity  .of  other  improvements  0 
the  fame  kind  in  the  kingdom.  I  mould  obferve 
that  they  were  fketched  at  firft  quite  in  the  old  ftiL 
of  broad  {freight  gravel  walks  and  avenues  of  trees 
with  regular  waters  ;  but  many  of  thefe  circum- 
stances are  much  changed,  and  the  grounds  mo- 
dernized as  much  as  they  would  admit.  I  fhall  giv< 
the  few  obfervations  I  made,  in  the  order  I  viewec 
this  beautfful  fcene. 

From  the  temple  of  Bacchus  there  is  a  pleafin^ 
view'  down  on  the  water  in  the  vale,  the  temple  o: 
Venus  on  its  banks,  with  fome  wood  behind  it ;  bui 
the  effect  would  be  better  were  it  quite  backed  witli 
the  dark  made  of  a  thick  wood.  Paffing  a  cave,  01 
rather  a  root-houfe,  dedicated  to  St.  Aufl'in^  the 
walks  lead  to  the  pavilions  at  the  park  gate,  from 
which  the"  water  is  feen  differently  winding,  in  a 
very  natural  tafte,  at  the  bottom  of  feveral  paftures  ; 
it  is  here  as  jufl  an  imitation  of  a  real  ftream  as  can 
any  where  be  feen. 

From  Queen  Caroline's  pillar,  the  wood  and  wa- 
ter appear  to  advantage,  and  the  portico  of  one  ot 

the 
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he  pavilions,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gardens,  is 
aught  among  the  woods  in  a  molt  agreeable  man- 
ner. 

Moving  down  to  the  water,  a  common  bench 
ommands  a  view  of  a  building  that  terminates  the 
/ater,  which  is  here  large  ;  but  obferve  a  fmall  grafs 
iwn  Scattered  with  trees,  on  the  oppofite  banks, 
/hich  breaks  from  the  water  into  the  wood  ;  it  is 
xtremely  picturefque,  and  the  beft  part  of  this  view. 

Advancing  to  the  temple  of  Venus,  the  landfcape 
j  very  fine  ;  the  water  fills  the  valley,  (though  ra- 
her  too  regular  in  the  bend)  and  the  oppofite  hill  is 
fell  fpread  with  thick  wood.  The  Rotunda  is  beau- 
fully  placed  on  a  point  of  ground,  with  a  project- 
ig  wood  behind  it;  and  to  the  left,  the  temple  of 
:>acckus  appears  quite  embofomed  in  a  thick  grove. 

From  the  Shepherd's  cave,  the  view  of  the  Ro- 
mda  is  extremely  pi&urefque  :  from  hence  the  path 
?inds  by  the  water  ;  but  the  terminations  of  it  are 
rnamented  with  ftatues,  and  the  regularity  of  the 
afcades  are  in  a  very  different  ftile  from  the  Rotundcr9> 
nd  at  once  prefents  a  view  of  the  moll  cultivated 
ifte. 

From  the  firft  pavilion,  the  view  of  the  lake  is 
ery  pkafing ;  it  gives  a  bend,  which  forms  a  pro-- 
lontory  of  a  beautiful  verdure  fcattered  with  trees, 
etween  the  bodies  of  which  you  command  the  wi- 
;r.  Gardening  feldom  ofFers  a  more  beautiful  ob- 
:&,  nor  can-  it  well  be  employed  without  fuccefs. 
"he  extreme  beauty  of  this  part  of  the  view  will 
raw  off  your  attention  from  the  regular  lawn  that 
:ads  up  to  the  houfe. 

From  the  temple  of  Friendjhlp,  the  view  of  that 
f  Antlent  Virtue,  in  a  thick  wood,  is  fine  ;  and 
'hen  the  wood  is  enough  grown  to  hide  the  houfe, 
:  will  be  yet  better. 

The  Palladian  bridge   is  taken  from  that  at  WiU 
I  5  ton; 
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ton  ;  and  the  water  here  winds  through  natural  mea- 
dows in  a  juft  tafte. 

From  thence,  as  you  mount  the  hill,  the  view  tc 
the  left  is  extremely  fine  ;  the  water  winds  througl 
the  valley  ;  one  of  the  pavilions  on  the  banks  i: 
very  prettily  fcattered  with  wood,  and  above  th( 
whole,  the  diilant  country  terminates  the  fcene 
From  the  bench  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  view  i 
varied  ;  here  you  view  the  Corinthian  Arch,  in  ai 
excellent  fituation  ;  a  proof,  that  ornamental  build 
ings  may  fometimes  be  nearly  diftinct  from  wood 
though  the  connection  between  them  is  fo  feldor 
broken  without  damaging  the  beauty  of  a  view. 

From  the  front  of  the  Gothic  temple,  the  view 
arc  admirably  rich ;  on  one  fide,  the  portico  of  th 
temple  of  Concord  is  beautifully  feen  in  the  wood 
on  the  other,  the  ground  has  a  varied  flope  into  tl 
valley,  where  the  water  winds  in  a  very  pleafir 
manner;  the  pavilion  is  beautifully  fituated  on  i 
bank  ;  in  front,  a  dark  wood  bounds  the  fcene. 

Palling  Lord  Cobham's  pillar,  from  whence  is 
view  through  a  wood  of  the  temple  of  Concord,  yc 
come  by  winding  walks  to  the  Banquetting-root 
from  whence  is  a  fine  varied  profpe£r.  ;  here  the  C 
rinthian  arch  appears  to  advantage. 

From  hence  you  are  •  conducted  to  the  temple 
Concord  and  Victory,  and,  in  the  way,  pafs  a  mc 
beautiful,  hollow,  winding  lawn  ;  the  brows  of 
the  furrounding  flopes  are  finely  fpread  with  woo 
thick  in  fome  places,  and  in  others  fcattered,  (o 
to  open  for  the  eye  to  follow  the  bends  of  the  law 
which  is  every  where  difFerent.  The  temple  is  e 
cellently  fituated  on  the  brow  of  one  of  the  hil 
and  is  a  very  fine  building;  it  is  an  oblong,  total 
furrounded  by  x  colonade  of  well-proportioned  p 
lars,  and  the  architedlure  is  light  and  pleafant. 
it  is  a  room  42  by  25,  ornamented  with  a  ftatue 
liberty,  and  feveral  medallions  in  the  walls^jfoi 
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f  which  are  extremely  well  executed,  though  the 
erformance  of  a  felf-taught  artift,  once  a  poor  boy 
1  Lord  Temple  %  {rabies. 

The  walk  leads  next  to  a  fequeftered  winding 
ale,  finely  furrounded  with  wood  \  and  a  fmall  wa- 
ix  takes  its  courfe  through  it,  broken  by  woody 
lands,  and  a  various  obfcured  £hore.  At  the  head 
5  a  grotto  of  fhells,  &c.  which  look  down  on  the 
rater  in  a  pleafing  manner,  and  muft  be  particularly 
eautiful  when  the  woods  and  water  are  illuminated, 
/hich  they  are  when  Lord  Temple  fups  in  it.  Here 
i  a  ftatue  of  Venus  rifing  from  the  bath  ;  a  pleafing 
gure,  and  the  attitudes  naturally  taken,  though  not 
rell  imagined  for  exhibiting  the  perfon  to-  advan- 
ce. 

The  grove,  on  which   the  grotto  looks,  leads  you 

)  that  part  of  the  garden,  called  the  Elyfean  Fields^ 

finch   are   beautiful   waves   of   elofe-fhaven   grafs, 

reaking  among  woods,    and    fcattered   with  fingle 

rees;    bounded   on   one  fide  by  thick  groves,  and 

lelving  on  the  other   down   to  the  water,    which 

;/inds  in  a  very  happy  manner,   and   commanding 

;rom  feveral   fpots  various  landfcapes  of  the  diftant 

arts  of  the  garden.     From  the  temple  of  Ancient 

rirtue,  you  look  down  on  a  very  beautiful  winding 

ollow  lawn,  fcattered  with  fingle  trees  in  the  hap- 

I'ieft  manner,  between  the  trunks  of  which  the  wa- 

er  breaks  to  the  eye  in  a  ftile  admirably  picturefque. 

vTcar  to  this  temple,  in  a  thicket,  is  the  well-known 

atire,  the  temple  of  Modern  Virtue  in  ruin. 

The  ground  continues  extremely  various  and  heau- 
iful,  till  you  come  to  the  Princefs  Amelia's  arch, 
rom  which  you  at  once  break  upon  a  fcene  truly 
nchanting,  being  more  like  a  rich  piclurefque  com- 
•ofition,  than  the  efFect  of  an  artful  management 
»f  ground  and  buildings.  The  lawn  from  the  arch 
alls  in  various  waves  to  the  water,  at  the  bottom 
»f  the  vale ;  it  is  fcattered  with  trees,  whofe  fpread- 
I  6  ing 
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ing  tops  unite,  and  leave  the  eye  an  irregular  com 
mand  among  their  ftems  of  a  double  wave  of  th 
lake.  The  fmooth  green  of  the  lawn,  obfcured  i 
fome  places  by  the  made  of  the  trees,  in  other  il 
lumined  by  the  fun,  forms  an^objedr.  as  beautiful  ; 
can  be  imagined  ;  nor  can  an^  thing  be  more  pic 
turefque  than  the  water  appearing  through  the  foi 
ground  of  the  fcene,  thus  canopied  with  trees.  . 
break  in  the  grove  prefents  a  complete  picture  abo\ 
thefe  beautiful  varieties  of  wood  and  water  :  t\ 
Palladian  bridge  is  backed  by  a  rifing  ground  fcai 
tered  with  wood,  and  at  the  top  of  that  a  cafil 
The  objects  of  the  whole  fcene,  though  various,  ar 
fome  diftant,  are  mofl  happily  united  to  form  a  coir 
plete  view,  equally  magnificent  and  pleafant  :  tl 
arch  is  a  light  and  well-defigned  building. 

Upon  the  whole,  thefe  gardens  have  much  to  plea 
the  fpeclator  :  the  new  parts  have  a  very  happy  vz 
riety  of  ground  ;  much  of  the  wood  is  full  grow 
and  fine  -s  confequently  the  fhade,  where  wanted, 
quite  dark  and  gloomy,  to  a  beautiful  degree.  T\ 
water,  though  not  perfectly  cured  of  its  origin; 
ftiftnefs,  winds  at  the  bottom  of  fine  falling  vallie: 
and  its  mores  are  well  fpread  with  wood  ;  an  ad 
vantage  fo  great,  that  an  inflance  is  not  to  be  pre 
duced  of  a  lake  or  river  that  is  beautiful  without  a 
intimate  connection  with  wood.  The  buildings  ai 
more  numerous  than  in  any  grounds  I  know,  an 
mofr.  of  them  are  in  good  talte. 

Going  ftiil   farther   northward   from  Buckingham 
we  come  to  the  following  towns  : 
-    Stoney  Stratford  is   remarkable  for  ftanding  on  th 
Roman  caufeway,  called  Waiting- fireet.     The  prin 
cipal  manufacture  in  the  town  is  bone-lace. 

Newport- Pagnell  is  a  large,  well  built,  populou 
town,  feated  on  the  river  Oufe,  ever  which  it  ha 
two  large  ftone  bridges.     It  carries  on  a  great  trad 
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n  bone-lace,  and  the  fame  manufacture  employs  alfo 
the  neighbouring  villages.  Here,  and  in  the  neigh- 
oourhood,  a  rich  cheefe  is  fold  on  the  fpot  for 
eighteen  pence  a  pound,  and  another  fort  at  fix- 
pence. 

Oulney  is  a  pretty  good  town,  where  alfo  is  car- 
ried on  a  manufacture  of  bone-lace.  It  lies  on  the 
extremity  of  the  county.  We  rauft  not  quit  the 
;ounty  of  Bucks  without  mentioning  Latimer,  fituated 
2:5  miles  from  London.  It  is  a  noble  feat,  belong- 
ng  to  the  Cavendijh  family,  and  has  a  fine  park  filled 
»vith  deer.  A  clear  ftream  runs  through  it,  in  which 
s  great  plenty  of  trout.  The  owner  had  lately  the 
'iver  drawn,  when  500  brace  of  trout  were  taken, 
yhich,  on  an  average,  were  fuppofed  to  weigh  a 
Dound  each  :  many  tench  and  carp  were  brought  on 
hore,  but  were  all  again  turned  into  the  river, 
.vhich,  at  each  extremity  of  the  lordfhip,  is  guarded 
Dy  wears  ;  fo  that,  while  they  form  pleafing  cafcades, 
they  keep  the  fim  within  their  bounds. 

We  then  returned  to  Buckingham,  and  following 
the  great  road  north-weft,  came  to  Brackley  in  'Nor- 
ithamptonjhire,  fituated  on  the  river  Oufe,  an  ancient 
(corporate  town,  in  which  are  two  parifh  churches. 
It  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  fends 
two  members  to  parliament. 

We  next  came  to  Banbury  in  Oxford/hire,  on  the 
river  Cherwell.  It  is  a  large  market- to wn,  under  the 
government  of  a  mayor  and  aldermen.  It  has  a  con- 
fiderabk  trade,  efpecially  in  cheefe,  as  all  the  coun- 
try round  it  is  a  rich"  feeding  meadow-ground.  This 
place  returns  one  member  to  parliament. 

On  the  borders  of  this  county,  weftward  from  this 
town,  in  Warwickjhire,  was  the  famous  buttle  of 
Edge-hill,  fought  between  the  forces  of  King  Charles  I. 
and  thofe  of  the  parliament. 

-hill  lies  at  the  weft-end  of  the   vale  of  Red- 
10  horfe^ 


Edge- 
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horfe,  and  gives  a  moft  extenfive  profpect.  It  is  fteep 
to  the  north,  and  on  the  top,  at  Warmlington,  is  a 
ftrong   large  entrenchment,  faid  to  be  Danijh. 

Weft  of  Edge-bill  ftands  Shipton,  a  little  town  in 
Gloucejlerjhire,  which  has  a  large  market. 

We  rode  fouthward  to  Deddington  in  Oxfordjhire,  a 
large  town,  with  a  very  fmall  market. 

We  turned  a  little  eaft,  and  came  to  Bice/ler,  a 
ftraggling  indifferent  town  ;  but  remarkable  for  hav- 
ing had  once  a  famous  city  in  its  neighbourhood, 
called  Alcejler,  long  fince  paiTed  over  by  the  plough, 
and  where  many  Roman  coins,  ftones,  and  other  anti- 
quities are  found. 

IJlip  lying  directly  in  our  way  to  Oxford,  we  paffed 
through  it.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  birth  of  Edward 
the  Confejfor. 

From  hence  I  came  to  Oxford,  famous  for  feveral 
things,  but  chiefly  for  its  being  the  moft  flourifhing 
and  confiderable  univerfity  in  the  world. 

There  has  been  a  long  conteft  between  the  two 
Englijh  univerfities,  about  the  priority  of  their  foun- 
dations, which  perhaps  will  never  be  decided. 

It  is  out  of  queftion,  that,  in  the  largenefs  of  the 
place,  the  beauty  of  fituation,  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants, and  of  fcholars,  Oxford  has  the  advantage. 
Yet  it  is  juft  to  fay  of  both,  that  Oxford  has  feveral 
things  as  an  Univerfity,  which  Cambridge  has  not  \ 
and  Cambridge  has  feveral  things  in  it,  which  cannot 
be  found  in  Oxford. 

I  lhall  prefent  the  reader  with  a  lift  of  the  col- 
leges and  halls  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  together 
with  a  brief  hiftory  of  them  ;  but  mult  obferve,  that 
as  it  would  exceed  my  limits  to  give  an  account  of 
the  particular  benefactions  by  which  their  revenues 
and  buildings  are  fplendidiy  augmented,  I  ftiall  only 
mention. fuch  of  thofe  benefactions  as  have  been  con- 
ferred within  fo  few  years  back,  that  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  found  in  other  writers. 

i.  Uni- 
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i.  University  College 

S  fituate  near  the  eaft  gate  of  the  city.  It  is  fo 
ancient,  that  we  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
me  of  its  foundation.  That  it  was  in  being  be- 
Dre  the  year  721,  is  certain  ;  but  how  much  fooner 
;  not  evident.  King  Alfred  could  not  be  fo  properly 
ailed  the  founder  of  this  univerfity,  as  the  reftorer, 
fter  the  Danijh  devastations.  In  the  year  1332,  this 
ollege  was  recovered  into  a  ftate  of  liberty  and  in- 
ependency,  by  a  fum  of  money,  which  William  of 
Durham  had  left  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fociety  of 
tudents  of  Oxford^  from  whom  it  was  fome  time 
:alled  Durham-hall-,  and  by  other  benefactions  it  in- 
reafed  to  what  it  now  is.  It  has  a  mafter,  12  fel- 
pws,  17  fcholars,  with  many  other  ftudents,  amount- 
ng  in  the  whole  to  near  feventy. 

Before  the  very  noble  benefaction  of  Dr.  RadcUffe, 
t  had  one  large,  beautiful  quadrangle,  or  fquare 
:ourt ;  the  fouth-fide  of  which  is  divided  into  an 
tiandfome  hall  and  chapel.  In  a  niche  before  the 
faid  quadrangle  is  a  ftatue  of  the  late  Queen  Anne ; 
and  in  a  niche  on  the  infide  of  the  new  quadrangle, 
fmce  built,  is  that  of  Dr.  Ratcliffe ;  but  not  extraor- 
dinary either  of  them.     The  King  is  vifitor. 

2.  Baliol-College  ftands  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town,  in  the  fuburbs.  It  was  founded  by  John 
Baliol^  father  to  the  King  of  Scots  of  that  name,  and 
Devorguilla  his  wife.  The  former  began  it  about 
the  year  1268  j  the  latter,  after  her  hufband's  death, 
completed  it,  and  gave  it  a  body  of  ftatutes  ;  which 
was  afterwards  enlarged  by  Philip  Somerville,  a  great 
benefactor  to  this  college  ;  but  that  body  was  after- 
wards laid  afide,  and  a  more  advantageous  one  fub- 
ftituted  in  its  room,  Anno  1507,  by  the  then  Bifhops 
of  TVincheJler  and  Carlijle.  This  college  has  a  ma- 
iler, 


1 84  OXFORDSHIRE. 

flier,  12  fellows,  and  18  exhibitioners  :  the  whoI< 
number  of  the  fociety  amounts  to  about  fifty. 

It  has  one  large,  ancient  quadrangle,  on  the  nortl 
fide  of  which  is  the  chapel,  and  the  library,  furnifh- 
ed  with  a  very  noble  collection  of  books.  Sir  Thoma. 
Wendy  gave  his  ftudy  to  it,  valued  at  150c/.  The 
vifitor  is  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  A  very  handform 
addition  has  lately  been  made  to  this  college,  tht 
expence  of  which  was  defrayed  by  the  bounty  o\ 
Mr.  Salmon,  who  by  his  laft  will  bequeathed  con- 
siderably to  it. 

3.  Merton-College,  fituate  on  the  fouth-fid< 
of  the  city,  was  founded  by  Walter  of  Merton,  Bifhof 
of  Rochejler,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.  The 
fociety  was  firft  planted  at  Maldern  in  Surry,  in  1274. 
and  he  transferred  it  to  Oxford,  anno  1277.  This 
college  has  a  warden,  24  fellows,  14  portionifts,  01 
poftmafters,  four  fcholars,  two  chaplains,  and  twe 
clerks*  The  number  £f  members  of  every  fort  is 
near  80.  \ 

The  chapel  is  the  parifl^church  ofSt.John  Baptijl^ 
and  as  fuch  will  be  defcribed  among  the  other  churches 
of  this  city.  The  inner  large  court  or  quadrangle  of 
the  college  is  very  beautiful  ;  it  has  a  well  furnifhed 
library  and  a  fine  garden.  The  vifitor  is  the  Arch- 
bifhop of  Canterbury. 

4.  Exeter-College  is  fituate  on  the  weft-fide 
of  the  fchools,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  founded  Anno  13 16,  by  Walter  Stapleton,  Bifhop 
of  Exeter,  privy-counfellor  to  Edward  II.  and  Lord 
treafurer  of  England,  and  named  Stapleton- Inn ;  and 
called  Exeter-College  afterwards,  by  Edmund  Stafford 
Bifhop  of  Exeter,  who  was  a  benefactor  to  it.  It  has 
a  rector,  25  fellows,  one  bible-clerk,  and  two  exhi- 
bitioners.  The  ftudents  of  every  fort  are  about  fifty. 

It  is  one  large  quadrangle,  now  made  regular  and 
uniform  by  the  new  buildings,  to  which  the  molt 
reverend  Dr.  NarciJJus  Mar/1),  Archbifhop  of  Armagh, 
formerly  a  fellow  of  it,  contributed  140c/.     It  has  a 

very 
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•ry  noble  front,  over  the  gate  of  which  is  a  fplendid 
wer.     The  vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter, 

5.  Oriel-College,  fituate  on  the  fouth-fide  of 
e  town,  was  at  firft  called  St.  Mary's- College,  and 
ingys-Co liege,  and  was  founded  Anno  1327,  by  Adam 

Brome,  almoner  to  King  Edivard  II.  His  fon 
divard  III.  enlarging  the  revenue  of  it  with  a  rich 
effuage,  called  Le  Oriele,  it  took  the  name  of 
riel-College.  This  fame  Prince  annexed  to  it  for  a 
tiring-place,  in  cafe  of  peftilence,  &c.  St.  Bartho- 
Tiew's  hofpital  near  Oxford.  It  has  a  provoft,  18 
Hows,  and  14  exhibitioners.  The  ftudents  of  all 
rts  amount  to  almoft  eighty.  It  confifts  of  one 
mdfome  regular  quadrangle.  The  vifitor  is  the 
ord  Chancellor. 

6.  Queen's  College  is  fituate  near  the  parifh- 
lurch  of  St.  Peter* %  in  the  Eajl,  It  was  founded 
nno  1340,  by  Robert  Eglesfield,  chaplain  or  con- 
ifer to  Philippa,  confort  of  King  Edward  III.  in 
>nour  of  whom  he  called  it  Queen' s-Co liege,  recom- 
ending  it  to  her  royal  patronage  and  protection,  and 
1  that  of  all  future  Queens  of  England.  The  fociety 
mfifts  of  a  provoft,  16  fellows,  two  chaplains,  eight 
berders  (fo  called  from  taberdum,  a  fhort  gown 
hich  they  formerly  wore)  and  40  exhibitioners, 
'o  thefe  may  be  added  the  members  of  Mr.  Mitchell's 
-w  foundation,  hereafter-mentioned.     The  number 

ftudents  of  every  fort  is  above  one  hundred. 

Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  was  a  fpecial  benefadtor  to 
lis  college  of  late  times,  as  Edward  III,  his  Queen, 
rchbifhop  Grindall,  and  King  Charles  I.  were  before, 
i  alfo  v/as  its  late  provoft,  Dr.  William  Lancajier,  in 
hoie  time  were  begun  thofe  noble  and  extenfive 
uildings,  which  are  fo  juftly  admired;  one  fide 
'hereof  (in  which  are  the  library,  the  provoft's,  and 
her  fpacious  and  ftately  lodgings)  is  327  feet  long, 
jpported  by  a  piazza,  and  adorned  with  ftatues,  &c. 
he  library  is  long  and  lofty,  very  magnificent  with- 
out, 
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out,  and  well    furnifhed  within.     The  new  chaf 
and  hall,  anfwer  the  other  fide  of  the  college. 

On  the  24th  of  May  1733,  the  Right  Hon.  Arth 
Onflow^  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a 
chancellor  to  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Caroline^  trar 
mitted  to  the  provoft  1000/.  from  her  Majefty, 
Queen  confort,  and  patronefs  thereof,  towards  finif 
ing  the  new  building;  and  her  Majefty's  ftatue 
erected  there  under  a  kind  of  temple,  fupported 
pillars ;  but  not  to  the  advantage  which  the  ro) 
munificence,  and  the  good  intentions  of  the  colle^ 
defer  ved. 

And  in  the  year  1739,  Mr.  Mitchel  of  Richmond  1 
stn  eftate  of  700/.  per  Annum  to  this  college,  the  i 
come  whereof  was  to  finim  the  eaft  end  of  its  buil 
ings  on  the  plan  laid  down  for  that  purpofe,  and  afi 
that  to  commence  a  foundation  of  8  fellows,  at  5c 
per  Annum  each,  to  be  elected  from  the  whole  unive 
fity  ;  thofe  on  the  prefent  foundation  to  be  exclude 
The  fellowihips  to  be  vacated  after  10  years  enjo 
ment ;  as  they  are  at  Wadham,  Worcejler^  and  Pe) 
broke  colleges,  after  20  years.  The  vifitor  of  tl 
college  is  the  Archbifhop  of  York, 

7.  New-College,  fituate  on  the  north-eaft  p; 
of  the  town,  was  at  fir  ft  called,  The  College  of  1 
Bleffed  Virgin  Mary:  It  was  founded  Anno  1379, 
William  of  Wickham^  Biihop  0$  Winch ejler^  and  Lo 
High  Chancellor,  who  alfo  founded  the  college 
Winchefter.  It  has  a  warden,  70  fellows,  10  cha 
lains,  three  clerks,  16  chorifters,  and  one  fexto 
together  with  many  gentlemen  commoners. 

Great  additions  have  been  made  to  the  buildings 
this  college  :  befides  a  third  ftory  that  was  raif 
upon  the  two  original  ones  of  the  great  court, 
the  fociety's  expence,  Anno  1674,  they  have  added  tv 
ftately  and  uniform  wings,  extending  to  the  gardet 
their  chapel   is  magnificent,  folemn,  and  fplendi 

wi 
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I'ith  an  organ  and  choir.  They  have  a  very  lofty 
>wer,  with  a  ring  of  fine  bells  ;  and  under  that 
id  the  weft-end  of  the  chapel,  a  very  handforae 
juare  cloifter,  and  a  little  garden  within  it.  Their 
brary  is  well  furnifhed  with  books  and  manufcripts, 
id  their  great  garden  laid  out  in  form.  The  front 
f  it  is  a  range  of  iron  palifadoes,  and  a  gate  of  ex- 
uifite  work  ;  and  at  the  fouth-end  they  have  a  bowl- 
ig-green.  Their  hall,  which  is  at  the  end  of  the 
lapel,  anfwers  to  the  magnificence  of  the  reft.  The 
Titor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.  The  altar  piece 
f  the  chapel  has  lately  received  great  addition  from 

picture  of  Auguftin  Carracci,  reprefenting  the  ado- 
ition  of  the  fhepherds,  and  prefented  to  the  fociety 
y  the  late  Earl  of  Radnor, 

In  the  burfary  is  fhewn  the  crofier  of  the  founder ; 

is  nearly  feven  feet  in  height,  is  of  filver  gilt,  embel- 

flied  with  variety  of  the  richeft  Gothic  workmanihip, 

id  charged  with  figures  of  angels,  and  the  tutelar 

lints  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Winchefter,  executed 

ith  an  elegance  equal  to  that  of  a  more  modern  age. 

It  is  finely  preferved,  and,  from  a  length  of  almoft 

)ur  hundred  years,  has  loft  but  little  of  its  original 

ialendor  and  beauty. 

8.  Lincoln-College,  fituate  in  the  middle  of 
ie  city,  was  founded  in  the  year  1429,  by  Richard 
'leming,  bifhop  of  Lincoln  ;  who  dying  before  it  was 
ompleted,  Thomas  de  Rotherham,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
fterwards  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  Archbifhop 
f  York)  finifhed  it  anno  1479.  ^  ^as  a  re&or>  twelve 
'Hows,  twelve  exhibitioners,  and  feven  fcholars, 
nth  a  bible  clerk,  befides  independent  members. 

It  has  two  fmall  ancient  quadrangles,  not  very  re- 
ular.  The  chapel  is  beautiful,  and  built  by  Arch- 
ifhop  Williams,  then  Bifhop  of  Lincoln  ;  the  win- 
ows  are  curioufly  painted. 

The  Lord  Crew,   Bifhop  of  Durham,  ordered  to 
ike  place  from  Michaelmas  lj  17,  the  following  be- 
nefactions 
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nefa&ions  to  this  college,  viz.  I.  Twenty  pounds 
year  to  the  headfhip,  and  ic/.  a  year  to  each  of  th 
twelve  fellowfhips  for  ever.  2.  Ten  pounds  per  an 
num  for  ever  to  the  curates  of  four  churches  belongin; 
to  this  college.  3.  He  made  up  the  bible-clerk's  of 
flee,  and  eight  fcholarfhips,  10/.  per  annum  each  fo 
ever.  And,  4.  Settled ,  to  commence  from  Lady 
Day,  1718,  20/.  per  annum  each  on  12  exhibitioners 
The  vifitor  is  the  Bimop  of  Lincoln. 

9.  All-Souls-College.  Its  front  faces  the  hfgh 
ftreet.  It  was  founded  by  Henry  Chichley,  archbifho 
of  Canterbury,  for  offering  up  prayers  for  all  who  fe. 
in  the  wars  of  He?iry  V.  in  France.  It  has  a  wan 
den,  forty  fellows,  two  chaplains,  three  clerks,  an 
fix  chorifters.     No  independent  ftudents  admitted. 

Before  the  new  buildings,  it  had  two  courts,  th 
larger,  a  regular  and  {lately  edifice.  The  chapel  ws 
very  auguft  and  folemn  \  but  the  college  now  appeal 
with  a  new  face. 

Colonel    Chriftopher  Codrington,    governor  of  th 
Leeward  IJlaiids,  bequeathed  to  this  college  1 0,000  i 
6000  /.  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  buildin  1 
a  library,  and  the  other  4000/.  in  books  for  it,  an 
bequeathed  his  own  library  to  it  befides.  This  librar 
is  200  feet  long  within  the  walls,  32  feet  and  an  hal 
broad,  and  40  high  ;  it  has  1 1  large  windows  to  th 
fouth,  and  a  window  of  17  feet  wide  at  the  eafl  end 
and  one  at  the  weft  of  the  fame  dimenfions.     It  is 
fine  Gothic  flruclure,    fo  built  in  conformity  to  th 
chapel.     Againft   the  entrance,    in   a  niche,    is  th 
ftatue  of  the   benefactor,  with  a  fuitable  infcriptioi 
(by  Mr.  Addifon)  to  his  honour;  which  he  forbid  t< 
be  mentioned  on  his  monument  \  on  which  is  onl; 
cut  the  word  Codriv.gton. 

Dr.   George  Clarke,   in    his   lifetime,    adorned   th 
chapel  of  this  college  with  a  magnificent  marble  altar 
piece,    rich   furniture   for    the    communion-table  o, 
crimfon  velvet,  trimmed  with  gold-lace  and  fringe 
books,  candleflicks,  &c+ 

Henr 
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ylenry  Portman,  Efq;  placed  at  the  eaft  end  a 
hthed  refurrection- piece,  painted  by  Sir  James 
\>rnhill\  and  the  Hon.  Doddington  Greville,  Efq; 
l>  at  the  expence  of  finely  painting  the  cieling- 
wze.  There  are  other  additional  ornament?,  which 
Ider  it  worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious.  The 
I  tor  is  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
(:o.  Magdalen-College,  fituate  without  the 
\:  gate  of  the  town,  was  founded  14^6,  by  William 
Wen,  alias  Wainfleet,  Bifhop  of  Winchejler,  and 
[rd  High  Chancellor.  It  has  a  prefident,  forty  fel- 
IfS,  a  fchoohnafler,  thirty  demies,  an  ufher,  four 
liplains,  eia;ht  clerks,  fixteen  chorifters,  and  an  or- 
jiift.  The  whole  number  of  ftudents  about  120. 
The  new  buildings  to  this  college,  which  form  a 
|:ely  quadrangle,  make  it  one  of  the  iineft  in  the 
hverfitv. 

|[t  had  before  two  quadrangles,  the   innermoft  of 

t.ieh  is  regular,  confiding  of  a  library  and  lodgings, 

bported   by  a  fpacious  cioifter.     The  chapel,  and 

h  great  tower,  as  alfo  the  little  one  in  the  weft  end 

I  the  inner  quadrangle,  and  the  hall,  were  very  lofty 

d  magnificent.     They  have  an  exceeding  well-fur- 

hed  library,  to  which  Col.  Codrington  gave  10,000/. 

d  a  good  collection  of  books.    John  Warner  Bifhop 

Rochejler,  gave  alfo  1000/.  towards  it.  The  Water- 

ilks,  as  they  are  called,  of  Magdalen-College,  make 

e  college  highly  delightful ;  they  are  an  almoft  tri- 

gular  gravel-walk,  fenced  with  hedges  and  trees  on 

»th  fides,  furrounded  on  every  part  with   a  running 

earn,  and  inclofing  a  large  meadow.     Their  grove 

aifaa  fine  fpacious  extent  of  ground,  planted  with 

itely  viftas  of  trees,  one  part  of  which  is   laid  out 

to  an  handfome  bowlino-o-reen.     The  vifitor  is  the 

.  DO 

ilhop  of  Winchejler. 

The  Roman  Catholics  beginning  to  re-eftablifh  them- 
lves   in  England^  in   the  reign  ©f  King   James  II. 

made 
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made  a  pufh  for  this  college  on  the  vacancy  of  a  pr< 
fid  en  t. 

This  fociety,  from  repeated  royal  grants  connrrae  I 
by  parliament,  and  from  their  own  ftatutes,  had  a 
undoubted  right  of  chufing  their  own  prefidents.  Bi 
the  King,   by  virtue  of  his  royal  authority  and  d\i 
penfing  power,  fent  a  mandatory  letter  to  chufe  on 
Farmer  their  prefident.     The  fellows  made  a   bol'; 
ftand,  and  would  not;  but  in  the  moft  humble  man 
ner  prefented   a   petition,  giving  their  reafons  wh 
they  could  not,  without  a  breach  of  the  ftatutes c 
the  college  and  their  oaths  ;  and  proceeded  to  an  elec 
tion  according  to  their  ftatutes,  chufing  Dr.  Houg). 
afterwards  made  bifhop  of  Worcejler,  by  King  Wii 
Ham.      King  James  was  fo  pofitive  in   this  afFaij 
hoping,  if  he  carried  his  flrft  point,  to  get  the  bet 
ter  of  all  the  colleges  in  England,  that  he  went  i 
perfon  to  Oxford,  and,  in  a  paflion,  called  them 
turbulent,  ftubborn  college  ;    Get  you  gone,  faid  he 
Know  lam  your  King,  andvAll  be  obeyed.  They  on  thei  I 
knees  pleaded  their  ftatutes  and  oaths :  And  this  wak 
the  nrft  noble  ftand  the  univerfities  of  England  mad  - 
for  law  and  liberty  ;  which  was  feconded  by  the  fevej 
bifhops  going  to  the  Tower,  rather  than  read  the  de 
claration  for  liberty  of  confcience,  which  was  de 
figned  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 

ii.  Brazen-nose-College  is  fituate  in  the  mid  i 
die  of  the  town,  where  ftood  an  hall  of  the  faml 
name,   and  a  monftrous  nofe.     It  was  founded  b; 
Richard  Smyth  Bifliop  of  Lincoln,  counfellorto  Princ 
Arthur,  and  by  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Knt.    It  was  be  '; 
gun  in  1509,  and  finifhed  1522.     It  has  a  principal 
twenty  fellows,  thirty-two  fcholars,  four  exhibition, 
ers,  and  about  forty  or  fifty  ftudents  befides. 

It  confifts  of  two  very  handfome  quadrangles  >  ii 
the  lefier  of  which  are  the  chapel  and  library,  anc 
under  them  a  wide  and  pleafant  cloifter,  very  com-  - 
paftly  and  elegantly  built.     The  late  principal,  Dr 

Cowley 
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iivley,  erected,  at  his  own  expence,  a  very  fine 
•  ndow  of  painted  glafs,  at  the  eafl  end  of  the  cha- 
1,  executed  by  the  artilt  of  York,  who  has  been 
o ployed  by  the  fociety  of  New  College  for  the  fame 
,irpofe.     The  vifitor  is  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

12.  Corpus-Christi-College  flands  on  the 
ith  fide  of  the  town.     It  was  founded  anno  1516, 

Richard  Fox,  Bifhop  of  Winchejler,  Lord  Privy- 

al  to  the  Kings  Henry  VII.  and  VIII.     Hugh  Old- 

\m  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  gave  6000  marks  towards  the 

;  ilding,    bcfides   lands    towards   endowing    it.     It 

s  a  prefident,  twenty  fellows,  twenty  fchoiars,  two 

irks,  two  chorifters,  and  fix  gentlemen  commoners. 

The  ftru&ure  of  the  firft  court  is   ancient,    but 

thin-fide  very  regular  and  handfome.     The  library 

ntains  a  noble  treafure  of  books.     Their  gardens, 

3ugh   fmalJ,    are  kept  very    neat.      But   the   mofi 

endid  part  of  this   college  is  the  ftately  row  of 

Jgings  erected  a  few  years  ago  by  their  late  prefident 

Iff  Thomas  Turner,  who  moreover  gave  them  his  nu- 

hrous  and  valuable  collection  of  books.    The  vifitor 

the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler. 

13.  Christ-College.  This  college  takes  up  a 
ft  extent  of  ground,  and  ftands  on  the  fouth  fide, 
i  the  city.      It  was  begun  to.be  founded  anno  1525, 

I  Cardinal  JVolfey  3  but  on  his  fall  coming  into  the 
ing's  hands,  and  thence  called  King\-College,  his 
iajefty,  that  he  might  not  feem  to  found  any  part  of 
9  fame  on  another's  bottom,  called  it  Chriji-Churchy 
d  made  it  an  epifcopal  fee  anno  1541.  Aftewards, 
no  1543,  he  joined  it  to  Canterbury-College,  now 
lied  Canterbury- Quadrangle,  and  Peekwater-Inn^ 
>w  called  Peckwater-Court.  However,  the  build- 
gs  lay  very  incomplete  for  almoft  100  years  after, 
lien  Dr.  Bryan  Duppa,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Fell,  deans 
this  houfe,  and  afterwards  Dr.  John  Fell,  bifhop 
Oxford^  fon  of  the  latter,  at  different  times,  by 

the 
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the  help  of  many  generous  benefactors,  brought  t 
buildings  to  furpriiing  perfection. 

This  foundation  is  numerous  and  magnificent,  f 
a  dean,  eight  canons,  eight  chaplains,  eight  fingin 
men,  eight  chorifters,  101  ftudents,  befides  many  i 
dependent  members.  The  whole  number  about  18 
In  the  ftately  tower,  in  the  front  of  the  gate,  han 
the  great  bell  called  Tom  ;  which  was  removed  tl 
ther  out  of  the  fteeple  of  the  cathedral,  by  Bifti 
Fell,  It  is  7  feet  and  an  inch  diameter,  and  5  f< 
9  inches  high  ;  and  weighs  near  17,000  poun 
weight.  This  bell  is  tolled  every  night  101  ftrok* 
agreeable  to  the  number  of  fludents  in  the  collet 
to  give  warning  for  fhutting  up  the  gates  in  the  c< 
leges  and  halls  in  the  univerfity. 

"The  late  Dr.  Lee,  by  his  laft  will,  consigned . 
legacy  of  upwards  of  20,000/.   for  the   fupport 
feveral  new  and  ufeful  inftitutions  in  the  college.   I 
The  buildings  of  this  college  are  very  magnifice: 
The  great  quadrangle,  which  is   very  large,  is  A 
rounded   with  a  wide  terrace,    and  has  a  founta 
much  too  fmall,  in  the  middle.  Peckwater  ^uadran 
is  a  modern   and   very  elegant  building;    and  eve 
other  part  of  this  college  is   handfome  and  conirr 
dious.     The   cathedral  is    lofty,    but  by  no   me; 
deferves   particular  attention.     The   hall   is   a  vr 
large  Gothic  room,  adorned  with  pictures  of  its  ber  • 
factors,  and  many  of  the  nobility  and  perfons  of  f< 
tune  who  have  received   their  education  in  this  c< 
lege.     The  library,  which   forms  one  fide  of  P*  • 
water  Quadrangle,    is   a  very  noble   room    of  gr  : 
length,  very  richly  adorned  with  carving  and  ftuc< , 
and  furnifhed  with  a  very  large  collection  of  bool  I 
.which  have  received  great  addition  from  the  benefi 
tions  of  many  noble  and  eminent  perfons.     On  1  • 
itair-cafe,  in  a  niche,  is  a  very  fine  marble  ftatue  • 
Mr.  Locke,  formerly  a  member  of  this  college.     1  • 
pidure-rooms  are  beneath  the  library,  and  filled   » 
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i  a  very  elegant,  judicious  manner.  Thefe  are  en- 
ched  with  a  very  fine  collection  of  pictures  left  this 
>llege  by  the  late  General  Guife,  among  which  are 
ime  very  capital  pictures  of  the  firft  mailers.  In  a 
•oper  place  behind  the  hall  has  been  erected,  within 
lefe  few  years,  an  anatomical  fchool,  and  apart- 
ents  for  the  profeiTor,  who  mud  be  a  fludent  of  this 
>llege.  It  is  a  very  neat,  elegant  building,  and 
.ceedingly  well  calculated  for  the  intended  purpofe. 
r.  Parfons,  the  firfl  and  prefent  profelTor  upon  this 
rablimment,  reads  lectures  there  at  Hated  times  very 
uch  to  his  own  honour,  and  the  benefit  of  the  uni- 

rfitv.  Adjoining  the  college  are  thofe  walks  called 
mJl-Church  zvalks,  very  much  reforted  to  by  the 
cblic.  They  form  a  grand  and  tranquil  fcene.  -  The 
I  apter  have  alfo,  at  a  great  expence,  improved  and 
inamented  the  adjoining  meadow  with  gravel-walks 
;d  plantations  along  the  banks  of  the  Cherwell  and 
\zlfis;  rendering  the  whole  a  truly  pleafant  and 
llightful  fcene.  The  vifitor  is  the  King. 
J14.  Trinity-Ccllege  flands  in  the  north  fub- 
jbs  of  the  town,  where  once  flood  Durham- College , 
landed,  anno  1350,  by  Thomas.  Hatfield,  Bifhop  of 
liirham.  At  the  di Ablution  of  abbeys,  it  running 
\l  common  fate,  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  of  Hertford/hire, 
jlrchafed  it  of  thofe  who  had  a  grant  of  it  from  King 
Uward  VI.  and  obtained  a  royal  licence  to  turn  it 
i:o  a  college  ;  which  accordingly  he  did  anno  1554. 
l  this  name.  It  has  a  prefident,  twelve  fellows,  and 
ijelve  fcholars,  inftituted  by  the  founder.  Thefe, 
^th  the  independent  members,  amount  to  near 
ienty. 

'•It  has  two  quadrangles.  In  the  firfl  are  the  chapel, 
w.  hall,  and  the  library.  The  chapel  was  rebuilt 
&10  1693,  and  the  work  of  it,  both  within  and 
Ithout,  ir,  wonderfully  elegant.  The  altar-piece  is 
P cedar  inlaid;  the  rails  and  fcrcen  of  cedar,  and 
I  adorned  with  exquilke  carving.     The  roof  is  cn- 

Vol.  II.  K  riched 
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riched    with    fretwork,    and  an    admirable  piece 
painting;,  reprefenting  our  Saviour's  afcenfion.    T 
pavement,  from  the  fcreen  to  the  altar,   is  of  a  bla 
and  white  marble.     The  gardens  on   the  eaft  fide 
the  college    contain   about  three  acres   of   groun 
They  are  divided  into  three  parts  :   The  firft,  whi ; 
we  enter  from  the  grand  quadrangle,  confifts  of  gi? 
vel-walks  and  grafs-plats,   adorned  with  ever-greei 
and  the  walls  entirely  covered  with  them,  as  thofe 
other,  college-gardens   generally   are.     Adjoining 
this,    on   the  fouth,   is   another   garden,    with  {hz 
walks   of  Dutch  elms  ;    and,   beyond,  a  wildern 
adorned  with   fountains,  clofe   arbours,  round  f 
tables,  and  other  embellimments.     At  the  entraj 
and  end  of  the  great  walk  that   goes  through   the 
are  very  noble  iron-gates,  which  leave  a  profpecl:  oj 
to  the  whole  eaft  fide  of  the  college.     The  vifitor 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter* 

15.  St.  John  Baptist's-College  is  fituatcd 
the  north  fuburbs.     It  was  founded   anno  1557, 
Sir  Thomas  White,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,    in, 
place   where  ftocd,  before  the   difTolution,    St.  B 
nard's-Colkge,  built  by  Archbifhop  Chichky.     It 
at  prefent  a  prefident,  fifty  fellows,  two  chaplai 
an  organift,  five  finging-men,  fix  chorifters,  and 
iextons.     The  number  of  ftudents  is  about  fevent 

It  has  two  foacious  and  uniform  quadrangles.  1 
inner  court  was  built  by  Archbifhop  Laud,  and 
\'ery  elegant.  The  eaft  and  weft  fides  of  it  are  I 
ported  by  noble  piazzas,  in  the  middle  of  which 
two  portals  finely  fronted  with  pillars  and  carvi 
In  one  of  thefe  fronts  ftands  a  curious  brazen  fta 
of  King  Charles  I.  and  in  the  other  of  his  que 
The  chapel,  which  has  an  organ  and  choir  in 
Is  very  handfome.  The  library  takes  up  the  eaft  ; 
fouth  fides  of  the  new  quadrangle,  and  is  well  fto 
with  books,  manufcripts,  and  valuable  curiofit 
The  hall  is  neat,  and  adorned  with  good  pictures. 
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The  gardens  belonging  to  this  college,  which  are 
a  very  confiderable  extent,  have  lately  been  mo- 
rnized  at  a  great  expence,  and  form  a  delightful 
treat,  in  the  groves  of  it,  to  the  contemplative 
ident. 

The  hall  has  lately  been  fitted  up  in  the  modern 
■te,  with  great  elegance.  The  fcreen  is  of  Port- 
id  Hone,  in  the  Ionic  order;  and  the  wainfcot,  in 
12  fame  order,  is  remarkably  beautiful.  The  roof 
Id  floor  are  proportionable  to  the  reft.  The  chim- 
jy-piece  is  magnificent,  of  variegated  marble,  over 
lich  is  a  picture  of  St.  yobn  the  Bapt'tfl,  by  Titian. 
■  is  likewife  adorned  with  feveral  other  excellent 
pees.  At  the  upper  end.  is  a  whole-length  portrait 
I  the  founder  ;  with  Archbifhop  Laud  on  the  right,  ' 

II  Archbifhop  Juxon  on   the  left.     On   the  north 
1   fouth   fides  are   thofe   of  Bifhop  Mew,    Bimop 
1  ckridge,    Sir   William  Paddy,  Knt.    and  of  other 
1  inent  men,  v/ho  have  either  ill  unrated  this  fociety 
t  their  learning,  or  enriched  it  by  their  beneficence. 
|3n  one  fide  of  this   room  is  a  fingular  curiofity ;. 
3  larble  urn,  containing  the  heart  of  Dr.  Rawlinfon, 
^:lofed  in  a  filver  veffel,  which  was  placed  here  ac- 
ding  to  the  direction  in  his  laft  will. 
The  benefactors  have  been  very  numerous,  and  no 
i  confiderable.     Sir  William  Paddy,  Knt.  founded 
I  endowed  the  prefent  choir,  that  originally  efta- 
fc  hed  by  the  founder  having  been   diilolved  by  the 
.nimous  confent  of  the  fociety,  anno  1557.    Arch- 
iop  Laud  erected  the  fecond  court,  its  fouth  fide 
epted.     Archbifhop  Juxon  gave  7000/.  to  augment 
fellowfhips  ;     Dr.    Holmes,    formerly   president, 
I  h  his  lady,  gave  15,000/.  for  improving  the  falaries 
he  officers,  and  other  purpofes  ;  and  Dr.  Raw- 
in  above-mentioned    granted    the   reverfion   of  a 
;e  eftate  in  fee-farm  rents.     The  college  has  like- 
i  largely  experienced   the  beneficence   of  many 
K  2  others, 
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others,  who  have  liberally  contributed  towards  i: 
improvement  of  its  building  and  revenues. 

Dr.  Sherard,  formerly  conful  at  Smyrna,  who  dj 
Auguft  12,  1728,  left  his  library  and  curiofities,  wh  1 
are  very  valuable,  to  this  college,  befides  anot  1 
considerable  legacy.  The  vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  1 
Winchester. 

16.  Jesus-College  is  fituate  in  St.  Michael's  - 
rim.  It  was  begun,  anno  1571,  by  Hugh  Pr  \ 
profeflbr  of  common  law  in  this  univerfity,  preb  I 
dary  of  Koch  eft  er^  &c.  who  defigned  it  particul;  y 
for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen  of  Wales ;  but  e 
endowment  that  gentleman  made  of  it  finking  \\ 
nothing,  Queen  Elizabeth,  anno  1589,  gave  ano  I 
charter  at  the  Society's  requeft ;  and  having  fljd 
hcrfelf  their  foundress  in  the  firft,  it  is  freque  ,y 
attributed  to  her.  It  has  met  with  fo  many  genei  ss 
contributors,  that  it  is  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  and  is 
a  principal,  nineteen  fellows,  eighteen  Scholars,  vh 
many  exhibitioners  and  independent  fcholars,  I 
mounting  in  the  v/hole  to  about  ninety. 

It  has  two  large  handfome  quadrangles,  the  in  I 
moft  very  regular  and  uniform.  The  vifitor  is  ic 
Earl  of  Pembroke. 

In  the  burfary  is  fhewn  a  magnificent  piec  of 
plate,  the  gift  of  the  late  Sir  Wathin  Williams  Wy  ?J 
aifo  the  Statutes  of  the  college,  moft  exquifitely  v  I 
ten  on  vellum,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parry  of  ShijU 
upon  Stour,  formerly  fellow. 

17.  Wadham-College  ftands  in  the  north  f  1 
of  the  town.  Its-  founders  were  Nicholas  Wad  »> 
of  Merefield  in  Somerfetjhire,  Efq;  and  Doroth)M 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Petre,  Knt.  pj  y- 
counfelior  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  formed  the  I 
Sign,  and  died  ;  ana  (he,  in  compliance  with  W 
death-bed  requeft,  completed  it.  It  was  begun  « 
1609,  and  nnifhed  161 3.  It  has  a  warden,  n  I 
fellows,  fifteen  Scholars,  two  chaplains,  two  cl  «! 

fi;  *n 
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teen  exhibitioners.  The  number  of  fludents  of 
ery  kind  about  fifty. 

This  college  has  one  large,  regular,  beautiful 
ladrangle.  The  chapel  ftands  out  behind  the  qua- 
angle  to  the  eaft,  regularly  anfwering  to  the  libra- 
;  and  its  windows  are  finely  painted.  They  have 
large  garden,  handfomely  laid  out.  The  vifitor  is 
e  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

18.  Pembroke-College  is  fituated  on  the  fouth 
e  of  the  town.  It  was  formerly  an  hall,  and  called 
-oadgate-hall.  It  was  made  a  college  by  the  muni- 
ence  of  Thomas  Tefdale,  Efq;   and  Richard  Wight- 

\kke,  S.  T.  B.  with  the  licence   of  King  James  I. 

1  #01620.  The  members  are  at  preient  a  mailer, 
urtetn  fellows,   and  upwards  of  thirty  fchclars  and 

!  hibitioners.  It  had  its  name  from  the  Earl  of  Pern- 
oke,  then  chancellor. 

It  has  one  handfome  quadrangle,  the  front  of 
hich  is  a  regular,  neat  piece  of  building.  A  plea- 
nt  garden  alfo  belongs  to  it.     The   vifitor   is  the 

'lancellor  of  the  univeriity. 

19.  Worcester-College.  This  college  was 
J tely  called  Gloucefer-hall :  After  the  diflblution,  Sir 

bomas  White,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  built  it,  for 
ic  purpofe  of  education,  and  called  it  St.  John  Bap- 

W-hall,  though  it  ftill   retained  the   name  of  Glou- 

\fler-hall,  till  it  acquired  a  collegiate  endowment  by 
ie  munificence   of  Sir  Thomas  Cookfey,  of  Afteley  in 

'7orceJlerjhire. 
It  has  now  a  provoft,  twenty  fellows,  feventeen 
holars,  &c.  The  whole  number  about  forty. 
The  buildings  lately  added,  and  the  fine  legacies 
ft  it  by  Dr.  George  Clarke,  as  by  his  will,  will  give 
us  college,  which  had  been  in  no  very  good  condi- 
on  for  Come  time,  a  very  advantageous  figure  in  the 
niverfity ;  and    makes   a   very   ftately  and   fplendid 

bpearance,  by   the  munificence  of  Mrs.  Eaton,  one 

f  the  three  coheireffes  of  Dr.  Biram  Eaton,  formerly 

K  3  principal 
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principal  of  this  college,  when  Gloucefter-halL     Tl 

lady,  who  died    October   2,    1740,   left  a  very   gre 

eftate,  partly    to  her  relations,  and  partly  to  acts 

munificence  3   fuch  as   the  foundation  of  fcllowfhi 

in   J  For  ccJler-C allege,  for  the   fupport  of  which,  aj 

the  erecting  a  pile   of  building  for  them,  an  eftate 

iCQ  I.  per  annum  is  bequeathed.      The  corpfe  of  tr 

lady  was   honoured   by   the   attendance  of  the  vie 

chancellor,  and  all  the  heads  of  houfes  in  the  unive 

iity.     The  vifitor  is  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity 

20.  Hertford-College,    This  is  of  a  very  h 

erection   as  a  college  ;    for  it  was   but  in  Septeml 

"1740,    that    bis   Majefly's   royal   charter   parted   t 

bro.ad-(feal,  to  erect  Hart-hall,  as  it  was  before  calk 

into  a  college  5  to  coniift  of  a  principal,  as  befbi 

four  fenior  and  eight  junior  fellows  :  So  that,  at  lai 

:he  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Newton,,  the  worthy  principi 

after  an  oppofition  of  feveral  years,  given  by  for 

who  ought  to  have  affifted  his  generous  view,  o 

:c.  a  point  which  lay  very  near  his  heart ;  thou* 

not  till  feveral   of  his  worthy  friends  (who  wou 

have  contributed   largely  to  his  endowment,  had 

been  eiTec"i.ed  in  their  time)  were  demi fed,  which  mi 

neceffarily  be  a  great  difadvantage  to  the  good  defig. 

This  college  itands  in  the  parifn   of  St.  Peier's 

the  eafr.     It  is    fuppofed    to  have   had    its   name 

Hart-hall  from  the  firft  fyllable  of  Ellas  Hartfora 

furname,  who  was  once  owner  of  it.      Walier  Stapl 

ton,  Biihop   of  Exeter,  having  bought  it,  .convert* 

it,  anno   13145  into  an  academical  feminary,  by  tl 

name  of  Stapleton-hall,  and  endowed  it  with  mainti 

nance  for  twelve  fcholars,  which  he  removed   afte; 

wards  to  Exeter-College,  on  building   the  fame  ;  ar 

then  this  hall  re  fumed  its  own  name.     It  has  a  ft 

pend  or  exhibition  belonging  to  it  of  ^ more  than  16 

per  annum. 

It  confifts  of  one  quadrangle,  not  very  regular  ;  an 
the  late  worthy  principal  made  feveral  additions  to 
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id  projected  flill  greater,  which  would  have  taken 
ace  lone  ago,  but  for  the  reafons  above  given.  The 
fitor  is  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity. 
Thefe  are  the  twenty  colleges  of  which  at  prefent 
tis  famous  univerfity  confifts.  There  are,  befides, 
/e  halls,  which  are  places  unendowed,  though  not 
iftitute  of  exhibitions.  The  ftudents  in  thefe  fubfift 
:  their  own  charge,  are  under  the  government  of  a 
•incipal  and  vice-principal,  and  pay  the  former  for 
ieir  lodgings,  &V.  The  principals  of  thefe  halls 
Ie  nominated  by  the  chancellor,  except  the  principal 
"  Edmund  ball,  who  is  nominated  by  Queens-College. 
'he  vifitor  of  the-  hails  is  the  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
rrfity. 

I  mall  give  a  brief  account  of  each  of  thefe  halls  : 
nd, 

1.  Alban-Hall  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
ie  town,  and  had  its  name  from  Robert  St.  Alban^ 
ice  proprietor  of  the  place.  It  became  academical 
)Out  the  year  1230.  There  was  lately  no  more  than 
ie  member,  befides  the  principal,  in  this  houfe. 

The  front  makes  but  a  tolerable  appearance ;  and 
ie  infide  not  even  that. 

2.  Edmund-Hall  is  fitua'te  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
tier's  in  the  eaft ;  and  has  its  name  probably  from 
ne  Edmund,  a  citizen  of  Oxford,  proprietor  of  the 
lace.  In  the  year  1557  lt  was  purchafed  by  Queens- 
ollege,  and  converted  to  its  prefent  ufe,  containing, 
efides  the  principal,  about  twenty  ftudents. 

It  makes  one  quadrangle  ;  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which 
ands  a  very  neat  chapel  and  library,  built  fome  years 
nee  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stephen  Penton,  its  principal. 

3.  St.  Mary-Hall,  fituate  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Wary,  has  its  name  either  from  that  church,  which, 
•'ith  this  hall,  came  to  belong  to  Oriel-College,  by  a 
rant  of  King  Edward  II.  anno  1325,  or  from  Oriel- 
Allege,  heretofore  called  St.  Marys-Hall. 

It  confifts  of  one   quadrangle,  not  very  regular. 
K  4.  Dr. 
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Dr.  John  Hud/on,  principal,  built  here  handfom 
lodgings  at  his  own  expence.  There  are  about  thirt 
iludents  in  it. 

4.  New-Inn-Hall  is  fituate  in  the  north-wc: 
part  of  the  town.  It  was  called  Trilleck-Hall,  fror 
two  brothers,  proprietors  of  it,  of  that  name  ;  on 
Bifhop  of  Hereford)  and  the  other  Bifliop  of  Rochejia 
Afterwards  the  founder  of  New-College  bought  it,  an 
gave  it  to  that  college,  anno  1392,  and  from  tha 
time  it  was  called  "New- Inn- Hall, 

The  building  is  ancient  and  irregular. 

5.  St.  Mary-Magdalen-Hall,  fituate  ne; 
Ivlagdakn-College^  was  built  by  William  Wainflec; 
Bifhop  of  Winchefler,  anno  1480,  for  a  grammai 
fchool  ;  but  it  having  room  for  academical  ftudent: 
near  forty  of  which  there  are  at  prefent,  and  forr 
additions  having  been  made  to  it,  it  became  an  aca 
demical  fociety.  It  enjoys  fifteen  exhibitioners,  fiv 
of  8/.  per  annum )  and  ten  of  10/. 

The  front  is  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  it ;  bi 
it  has  a  pretty  good  library.  The  famous  Earl  c 
Clarendon  had  his  education  here. 

Befides  the  colleges  and  halls  above  named,  ther 
are  fome  public  buildings  which  make  a  glorious  ap 
pearsnee.  The  firft  and  greater!:  of  all  is  the  Thcatri 
a  building  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  thing  of  its  kin 
and  bignefs  in  the  world.  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  wa 
the  director  of  the  work.  Archbifhop  Sheldon  pai 
for  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  univerfity  :  There  is  rcuc 
decoration  in  the  front  of  it ;  and  the  infide  roof  fine] 
painted  and  decorated,  is  never  enough  to  be  admired. 

Weftward  of  the  theatre  ftands  anelegant  moder 
edifice,  called  the  Ashmoleak  Musjeum.  Its  fror 
towards  the  ftreet  is  about  60  feet  in  length.  It 
grand  portico  is  remarkably  well  flnimed  in  the  Covin 
thian  order,  with  a  variety  of  charadteriftical  embel 
lifhments.     It  was  erected  under  the  conducl  of  Si 
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'hrift&pher  Wren,  at  the  expence  of  the  univerfity, 
nno  1683,  and  about  the  fame  time  replenifhed  with 
:i  ample  collection  of  valuable  curiofities,  bo  '1  na- 
iral  and  artificial,  by  Ellas  Afomole,  Efq;  This 
feful  and  entertaining  repofitory  has  fince  been  much 
inched  by  many  benefactors,  particularly  by  Dr. 
Woodward,  who  fupplied  it  with  an  ineflimable  col- 
region  of  fofHis. 

Some  of  its  apartments  are  filled  with  the  curious 
anufcripts  of  Mr.  Afomole,  above-mentioned,  and  Sir 
rilliam  Dugdale ;   as  likewife  with  the  whole  library 
'Anthony  Wood,  the  celebrated  antiquarian,     In  the 
•om  on  the   firft-floor,  lectures   are  read   in    expe- 
mental  philofophy.     Underneath  is  an  elaboratory, 
•r  courfes  of  chemifty  and  anatomy. 
The  Bodleian  library   is  an  ornament  of  itfelf 
orthy  of  this  famous  univerfity.     I  have  not  room 
r  its  hiftory  at  large,  but  mail  briefly  obferve,   that 
,e  firft  public  library  in  Oxford  was  erected  in  Dur- 
>m-L'ollege,  now  Trinity,  by  Richard Bifhop  of  Dur- 
m,   Lord  treafurer  to  Edvjardlll.  It  was  afterwards 
ined  to  another,   founded  by  Cobham  Bifhop  of  Win- 
ejler,  and  both  enlarged  by  the  bounty  of  Humphry 
uke  of  '^loucefer,   founder  of  the  divinity-fchools. 
ut  thefe   books  being  embezzled,  and  the  places, 
here  they  were  depoiited  quite  ruinous,   Sir  Thomas 
odley,  a    wealthy   and   learned    Knight,,   at    a    vaft 
:pence,  collected   bocks  and  manufcripts  from  all 
irts  of  the  world,  and  placed    them  in  the  old  li- 
ary  room  built  by  the  good  Duke  Humphry. 
This    great  wok  was   brought  to  effe6t   the   8th 
'Nov.    1602,  and  has  continued  increafmg,  by  the 
nefactions  of  great  and  learned  men,  to  this  day; 
ch  as  Archbifhop  Laud,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,   Sir 
oomas  Roe,  Oliver  Cromwell,  Selden,   Sir  IV.  Digbyy 
eneral    Fairfax,  Dr.  Marjhall,    Dr.   Barlow,    Dr. 
cwlinfon,  &c. 

Over  the  porch,    upon  an  h*ndfome  pedeftal  of 
K  5  black 
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black  marble,  ftands  the  brafs  effigies  of  the  Earl  c 
Pembroke,  their  noble  and  generous  Chancellor,  give 
by  the  late  Earl,  moulded  by  Le  Saur  ;  alfo  a  vei 
large  colle&ion  of  Greek,  Roman,  Britijh,  Saxb; 
EngUJh,  and  other  coins,  prefented  by  Sir  Thomas  Ro 
and  other  hands*.  And  that  indefatigable  and  lean 
ed  collector  of  books  and  manufcripts,  "Dr.'Tanne; 
Bimop  of  St.  Afaph,  who  died  December  12,  173^ 
bequeathed  the  moil  curious  part  of  his  fine  college 
to  this  noble  library. 

In  the  year  174.0,  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Crei 
relict  of  George  Crew,  Efq;  an  eftate  of  80/.  per  An 
is  fallen  to  the  head  librarian's  poll,  which  befo 
was  very  inconfiderable,  though  it  acquired  a  conftaj 
refidence.  This  was  a  legacy  of  the  late  Rig] 
Reverend  and  Right  Honourable  Nathanael Lord  Crei 
Bifhop  of  Durham,  who  was  a  great  benefactor  1 
Lincoln-College. 

The  Schools  form  a  magnificent  quadrangl 
The  principal  front  on  the  outfide  is  about  175  re 
in  length  ;  in  the  center  of  which  is  a  noble  towe 
whofe  higheft  apartments  are  appointed  for  aftronc 
mical  obfervations,  and  other  philosophical  exper 
ments.  The  infide  of  this  part  mull:  pleafe  evei 
lover  of  ancient  grandeur.  Three  fides  of  tl 
upper  ftory  of  the  quadrangle  are  one  entire  roori 
called  the  picture  gallery.  This  is  chiefly  furnifht 
with  valuable  portraits  of  founders  and  benefa6tor 
and  of  other  eminent  men  ;  as  alfo  with  cabinets  < 
medals,  and  cafes  of  books.  It  was  wainfeotted  \ 
the  munificence  of  Dr.  Butler,  the  late  prefident  < 
Magdalen-College,  and  the  late  Duke  of  Beau  for 
This  room  is,  in  reality,  a  part  or  continuation  < 

*  Archbifhop  Laud,  Wake,  Browne  Willis,  Efqj  and  the  late  M 
Gordon,  of  Batiol,  a  moft  worthy  gentleman,  who,  always  intendi: 
to  depofit  his  collection  here,  took  care  to  buy  fuch  coins  and  books  < 
the  i'ubjett)  as  were  wanting  in  this  noble  collection,  by  which  mear 
and  h£s  own  great  judgment,  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  vaft  and  valuaL 
addition. 

8  t* 


OXFORDSHIRE,  203 

re  Bodelian  library.  Under  it  are  the  fchools  of 
ie  feveral  fciences  ;  in  one  of  which  are  placed  the 
\rundellan  marbles  ;  and  in  another,  that  ineftimable 
ollection  of  ftatues,  &c.  lately  prefented  to  the  Uni- 
erfity  by  the  Countefs  of  Pomfret. 
The  new,  or  Radclivian  library,  is  fituated  in 
ie  midft  of  an  ample  and  fuperb  fquare,  formed  by 
t.  Mary's-Churcb,  the  fchools,  Brazen-Nofe,  and 
ill-Souls-Colleges.  The  building  ftands  on  a  cir- 
ular  arcade,  which  fupports  a  fpacious  dome.  From 
jence  we  pafs  by  a  well  executed  flight  of  fpiral 
:eps  into  the  library  itfelf:  this  room,  which  is  a 
attern  of  elegance  and  majefty,  rifes  into  a  eapa- 
|  ious  dome,  ornamented  with  fine  compartments  of 
hucco.  The  pavement  is  of  two  colours,  and  made 
I  fa  peculiar  fpecies  of  ftone  brought  from  the  Hartz- 
\?orejl  in  Germany.  It  is  of  a  pale  reddifh  colour, 
!nd  faid  never  to  fhew  any  figns  of  moifiure  in  the 
!  ampeft  weather.  The  room  is  enclofed  by  a  cir- 
|  ular  feries  of  arches,  beautified  with  feftoons,  and 
jupported  by  pilafters  of  the  Ionic  order.  Behind 
1  hefe  arches  are  formed  two  circular  galleries,  above 
Hid  below,  where  the  books  are  difpofed  in  elegant 
!:abinets.  The  compartments  of  the  deling,  in  the 
ijpper  gallery,  are  finely  ftuccoed.  Over  the  door,  at 
ihe  entrance,  is  a  ftatue  of  the  founder,  Dr.  Rat- 
Hjfe,  by  Ryjbrac,  which  is  moft.  advantageoufly  view- 
ed from  the  point  oppofite  to  it  in  the  laft-mentioned 
gallery.  In  a  word,  the  fini.(hing  and  decorations 
)f  this  edifice  are  all  in  the  higheft  tafte. 

The  firfl  ftone  was  laid  May  17,  Anno  1737,  and 
rhe  library  was  opened  April  13,  1745,  with  great 
folemnity.  The  librarian,  according  to  the  founder's 
|appointment,is  nominated  by  the  great  officers  of  Hate. 

The  late  Charles  Finer,  Efq-,  by   his  will,  dated 
Dec,  29,   1755,  left  about  12,000/.   to  the  chancel- 
lor, mailers,  and  fcholars  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
to  eftablifh  a  profeflbrftiip,  and  endow  fuch  fellow* 
K  6  fhips 
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mips  and  fcholarfhips  of  the  common  law  in  that 
Univerfity,  as  mould  be  adequate  to  the  produce  of 
his  eftate.  This  is  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  kind 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  powers 
veiled  in  the  Univerfity  by  this  will,  the  very  inge- 
nious and  learned  Dr.  Blackjlone  *  was  appointed  pro- 
feftbr,  with  a  falary  of  200/.  a  year ;  who  publifhec 
a  Difcourfe  on  the  Study  of  the  Law,  being  an  intro- 
ductory lecture  to  the  inftitution,  read  in  the  public 
fchools  Ott.  25,  1758,  with  the  higheft  reputatior 
to  himfelf,  and  honour  to  the  inftitutor's  fcheme. 

The  Univerfity  had  before,  to  wit?  in  July  1758. 
in  convocation,  determined  to  found  a  profefTorfhij 
and  two  fcholarfhips,  in  conformity  to  the  will,  th< 
fellowship  being  referved  till  the  reverfionary  part  0 
the  bequeft  falls  in.  At  the  fame  time  the  convoca- 
tion made  a  ftatute  for  inrolling  the  late  Charles  Finer 
Efq;  among  the  public  benefactors  of  the  Univerfity. 

Purfuant  to  the  directions  of  Mr.  Finer  $  will,  th( 
profeflbr  is  to  read  one  folemn  public  lecture  on  tht 
Laws  of  England,  in  the  Englijh  language,  in  ever) 
academical  term  ;  and  yearly  one  common  courfe  0: 
lectures,  confifting  of  60,  at  leaft,  on  the  Laws  ol 
England,  in  Englijh,  during  the  univerfity  term  time, 
with  fuch  intervals,  as  that  more  than  four  lectures 
fhall  not  fall  within  a  week.  Thefe  lectures  are  to  be 
read  gratis  to  the  fcholars  of  Mr.  Finer 's  foundation  ; 
but  fuch  gratuity  may  be  demanded  of  other  auditors 
as  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  fettled  by  the  degree 
of  convocation.  The  gratuity  now  fettled  is  four 
guineas  for  the  firft  courfe,  two  for  the  fecond,  but 
nothing  for  any  further  attendance. 

In  this  introductory  lecture  Dr.  Black/lone  has 
fhewn  the  utility  of  a  general  acquaintance  with  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  land,  to  perfons  in  various 
ftations  of  life  j  and  fome  reflections  on  the  propriety 

*  Now  Sir  William  Elackftnr,  KnU  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court 
*f  Kirg '*  Bench, 
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>f  purfuing  this  ftudy  in  our  Univerfities.  See  the 
lifcourfe  itfelf.  He  has  fince  publifhed  moft  valuable 
Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England,  in  four  vo- 
umes,  quarto. 

Other  curious  things  in  Oxford  are,  the  Clarendon 
Printing- houfe,  the  Phyfic  Garden,  &c.  all  worthy  of 
.  particular  defcription,  had  I  room  to  give  it. 

The  Univerfity  is  governed  by  a  chancellor,  cho^ 
en  by  fcrutiny  or  collection  of  votes ;  he  is  gene- 
ally  one  of  the  flrft  noblemen  of  the  kingdom. 

By  an  high  fteward,  chofen  by  the  chancellor. 

By  a  vice-chancellor,  who  mull  be  one  of  the 
leads  of  a  college,  recommended  to  the  Univerfity 
y  the  chancellor. 

By  two  proctors,  chofen  annually,  out  of  the  col-* 
jges  in  rotation. 

The  other  officers  are  the  public  orator,  and  the 
.eeper  of  the  archives,  beadles,  virgers,  &c.  In 
ine,  the  number  of  officers,  fellows2  and  fcholars, 
laintained  by  the  revenues  of  this  Univerfity,  is 
bout  1000,  and  the  number  of  fuch  fcholars  as  live 
t  their  own  charge,  is  ufually  about  2000  ;  the 
fhole  amounting  to  3000  perfons,  befides  a  great 
umber  of  inferior  officers  and  fervants,  belonging 
d  the  feveral  colleges  and  halls,  which  have  each 
heir  flatutes  and  rules  for  government,  under  their 
efpective  heads,  with  fellows  and  tutors. 

But  though  1  have  faid  fo  much  of  the  Univerfity^ 

mult  not  quite  forget  the  City.  Let  me  then  ob- 
?rve,  that  before  Baliol-College  they  fhew  the  ftone 
1  the  ftreet,  which  marks  the  place  of  the  martyr- 
om  of  Archbiihop  Cranmer  and  Bifliop  Ridley,  then 
pon  the  banks  of  the  ditch,  without  the  city  walls, 
'hich  went  along  where  the  theatre  now  {lands. 

Beyond  the  river,  flood  Ofney-abbey,  founded  1129. 
iJpon  the  bridge  is  a  tower,  called  Frier  Bacon'; 
■  tudy,  from  that  famous  and  learned  monk. 

Over  another  bridge,  on  the  Ifis}  wc  went  to  fee 

Rewly* 
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Rewly- abbey,  where  fome  ruins  ftill  remain,  turned 
to  a  common  brewhoufe. 

Of  the  caftle  remains  a  fquare  high  tower,  by  the 
river-fide,  and  a  lofty  mount,  or  keep,  walled  at 
top,  with  a  ftair-cafe  going  downward. 

The  White-friers  was  a  Royal  Palace  ;  and  near 
a  green  called  Beaumonts,  they  mewed  us  the  bottom 
of  a  tower  upon  the  fpot  where  the  valiant  Richard  L 
■was  born. 

The  principal  bridges  are,  i.  Magdalen-bridge. 
over  the  Cherwell ;  being  600  feet  m  length  anc 
confiding  of  20  arches,  by  which  we  enter  the  towr 
from  London.  2.  High-bridge,  in  the  weftern  fub- 
urb,  over  the  IJis  ;  confiding  of  three  arches,  anc 
leading  into  Gloucejhrjhire,  &c.  3.  Folly^bridge,  a 
it  is  commonly  called,  in  the  fouthern-fuburb,  01 
the  fame  river  \  over  which,  through  a  gate  and  towe 
known  by  the  name  of  Frier  Bacon'j  Study,  is  th 
Abingdon  road,  which  leads  to  divers  parts  of  Berk 
Jhire,  &c.  This  confifts  of  three  arches,  and  is 
like  the  reft,  built  with  ftone,  which  luckily  abound 
in  this  neighbourhood, 

A  furvey  has  lately  been  taken  by  an  able  engi 
neer,  in  confequence  of  a  propofed  plan  for  makin 
a  navigable  canal  from  the  Severn  at  Stourport,  t 
have  its  courfe  by  Finbury,  acrofs  the  Tame  to  th 
'  .Maidenhead  inn,  from  thence  to  Leominjler  in  Here 
fordjhh ■',-,  Frefteign  in  Radnor/hire,  and  to  Brecknock 
to  join  die  river  UJk. 

The  city  of  Oxford,  with  its  fuburbs  and  liberties 
confifts  cf  14  parifh-churches  -, 


1.  St.  Mary 3. 

2.  AHSuints. 

3.  S't. Martin' *s,or  Car/ ax 
4.'St.^/i^'s,orSt.r^'s  Y  >  1 1 .   St.  Giles's 


p8.   St.  Mary  Magdaler. 
'9.   St   Peter  in  the  EaJ< 
10.   Hoiiwell. 


5.  St.  Ebb's. 

6 .  St. Peter's  in  the  Bailey . 

7.  St.  Michael's. 


12.  St.  Thomas's* 

I  13.  St.  John's.  " 

L14.  St.  Clement's. 
*  Onl 
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Only  four  churches  belonging  to  thefe  parifhes 
ire  worthy  obfervation,  viz.  All  Saints,  St.  Peter's^ 
St.  John's,  and  St.  Mary's. 

The  church  of  All  Saints,  fituated  in  the  High-* 
Qreet,  is  an  elegant  modern  ftru&ure  ;  much  in  the 
(tyle  of  many  of  the  new  churches  in  London.  It  is 
Deautified,  both  within  and  without,  with  Corinthian 
Dilafters,  and  fmifhed  with  an  Attic  ftory  and  balluf- 
|:rade.  The  cieling,  altar,  pulpit,  &c.  are  finely 
i  executed.  The  fteeple  is  remarkable,  in  the  modern 
nanner.  Its  architect  was  Dr.  Aldrich,  formerly 
I  lean  of  Chriji -Church. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter  in  the  eaft,  {landing  near 
he  High-Jlreet,  was  built  by  St.  Grymbald,  near  800 
Tears  ago;  and  is  reported  to  be  the  firft  church  of 
I  tone  that  appeared  in  this  part  of  England.  It  was 
formerly  the  univerfity  church ;  and  even  at  prefent, 
Uith  a  view  of  afcertaining  their  original  claim,  the 
!  Univerfity  attend  fermons  in  it  every  Sunday  in  the 
ifternoon  during  Lent.  The  tower  and  eaft-end  are 
:urious  pieces  of  antiquity. 

The  church  of  St.  John  (which  is  alfo  the  chapel 
Delonging  to  Merton-College)  is  an  auguft  Gothic  edi- 
ice,  with  a  tower,  in  which  are  fix  bells.  Its  choir, 
)r  inner  chapel,  is  the  longelt  of  any  in  the  Uni- 
/erfity,  that  of  New  College  excepted  :  it  had  once 
in  organ,  yet  without  any  regular  inftitution  for 
:hoir-fervice,  before  the  prefent  flails  and  wainfcot 
vere  put  up.  There  is  fomething  elegant  in  the 
tainted  glafs  of  the  eaft  window,  which  is  of  a  mo- 
lern  hand.  The  antichapel  is  proportionably  fpa- 
:ious,  and  was  originally  much  larger  ;  for  if  we 
examine  the  outfide  of  the  church,  towards  the  weft, 
ive  may  perceive  the  arches  filled  up,  which  once 
food  within,  and  made  part  of  the  nave.  Near  the 
altar  are  the  monuments  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  and 
Sir  Henry  Saville.  On  the  right  hand  of  the  choir 
ioor,  is  that  of  the  late  warden,  Dr.  Wyntle,  and 

his 
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his  filler,  which  is  prettily  executed  ;  and  not  far 
from  the  north  door  of  the  anti-chapel  is  a  bull:  and 
infcription  to  the  memory  of  Anthony  Wood.  This 
church,,  as  we  are  informed  by  Hearne^  was  built  in 
the  year  1424,  but  it  does  not  appear  by  what  be- 
nefactor. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary,  in  which  the  public  fer- 
mons  of  the  univerflty  are  preached  on  Sundays  and 
holidays,  confift  of  a  nave  and  two  ailes,  with  a  fpa- 
cious  choir  or  chancel,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
nave  by  an  organ  with  its  gallery.  The  tower, 
with  its  fpire,  is  a  noble  and  beautiful  fabric,  1 8c 
feet  in  height,  and  richly  and  beautifully  ornament- 1 
ed  with  Gothic  workmanfhip,  and  appears  to  great 
advantage  at  a  considerable  diftance.  Indeed,  the  < 
Oxonians  have  reafons  for  infifting  fo  often  in  the 
poetry  on  the  hundred  fpires  of  the  place.  It  con- 
tains fix  remarkably  large  bells,  by  which  the  pro- 
per notice  is  given  for  fcholaftic  exercifes,  convoca- 
tions, and  congregations. 

Without  the  town,  on  all  hands,  are  to  be  feeri I 
the  fortifications  erected  in  the  late  civil  wars. 

As  to  the  city,  though  the  colleges  make  up  two- 
thirds  of  it,  and  are  ftill  elbowing  for  more  room,  yet 
it  is  large  and  regular  ;  the  Streets  are  fpacious,  clean, 
and  ftrait;  the  place  pleafant  and  healthful  *  ;  the  in- 
habitants genteel  and  courteous  ;  and,  taking  it  all 
together,  and  including  the  grandeur  and  endow- 
ment of  the  colleges,  their  chapels,  halls,  libraries, 
quadrangles,  piazzas,  gardens,  walks,  groves,  &c. 
it  muft  be  confidered  as  the  fineft  univerflty  in  the 
world. 

On  the  left-hand,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
the  laft  remains  of  Godjiow  nunnery  are  fituated 
among  the  fweet  meadows.     Here  fair  Rojamond  had 

*  An  aft  has  been  obtained  for  pulling  down  gateways,  new  paving 
the  ftreets,  &c,  &c, 

a  re- 
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remarkably  fine  tomb  ;  but  before  the  diftblution 
;arce  could  her  ames  reft,  whofe  beauty  was  thought 
\uilty,  as  one  fays,  even  after  death  *. 

The  advancement  of  learning  was  by  no  means 

lie  grand  object  of  thefe    famous  foundations,    fo 

mch  as  praying  for  the  founders  fouls  ;  hence  fome- 

mes,  in   the  ftatute  of  election,  the   preference  is 

iven  to  one  in  priefts  orders. 

\  Oxfsrd  was  made  an  epifcopal  fee  in  154I5  when 
lobert  King,  the  laft  abbot  of  Ofney,  was  elected  Bi- 
iop.  Here  are  two  charity- fchools,  one  erected  by 
le  Univerfity  for  54  boys,  the  other  by  the  city,  for 
0  boys  and  girls.  The  city  and  univerfity  fend 
ach  two  members  to  parliament.  The  city  is  go- 
erned  by  a  mayor,  high  fteward,  recorder,  four  al- 
ermen,  two  bailiffs,  a  town-clerk,  and  24  common- 
ouncil  men.  The  magiftrates  are  fubject:  to  the 
ice-chancellor  of  the  univerfity  in  all  affairs  of  mo- 
lent,  even  relating  to  the  city ;  and  the  mayor  for 
hie  time  being,  takes  an  oath  before  the  vice-chan- 
ellor  to  preferve  the  privileges  of  the  Univerfity.  Ox- 
ord  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  family  of  Harley. 

This  place  was  for  many  years  advantaged  by 
he  neighbourhood  of  the  royal  court,  while  feverai 
vings  of  England,  being  taken  with  the  fine  fituation 

*  A  very  noble  infirmary  has  alf©  been  erected  by  the  truftees  under 
)r.  Radctiffc's  will,  which,  perhaps,  may  in  time  render  this  Uni- 
erfity  as  eminent  in  its  phyfical  ftudents,  as  in  every  other  branch  of 
Cltnce. 

From  the  fame  fource,  I  mean  Dr.  Radcltfis  eftates,  a  very  fine 
>'  fervatory  has  been  eredled,  and  a  raoft  iuperb  apparatus  furnifhed,  for 
litronomical  enquiiies  and  inftruclions.  To  which  are  added  ftipends 
tnd  apartments  for  a  profefTor  snd  fcholars. 

The  new  bridge,  which  is  not  quite  finifhed,  is  defigned  by  Mr, 
jivjun,  and  will  Le,  when  completed,  a  very  handfome  ftone  edifice. 

Indeed,  from  the  new  pavement  and  the  confequent  improvements  j 
be  new  b'-ildings  ;  the  fpirit  of  improving  which  prevails  among  the 
hfrcrent  colleges  j  the  removal  of  the  market-place}  and  other  ob- 
Iruftion?,  Oxford  has  a  moft  magnificent  appearance,  and  may,  very 
pftiy,  boaft  of  bring  rhe  firft  Univtifity  in  the  world. 

of 
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of  Woodjlock,  made  their  palace  there  the  place  of  thei 
fummer  retreat. 

Dr.  Plott  alloy/s  it  to  have  been  a  royal  houfe  eve 
fince  King  Alfred-,  and  a  manufcript  in  the  Cotto; 
library  confirms  it;  and  that  Henry  I.  was  not  th 
founder  of  it,  but  only  rebuilt  it.  As  for  Henry  II 
who  kept  his  fair  Rofamond  in  it,  he  made  onl 
fome  additions  to  it,  for  the  entertainment  and  fe 
curity  of  his  beautiful  miftrefs.  Notwithftandin. 
which,  the  Queen,  having  got  accefs  to  her  in  th 
King's  ab fence;  as  tradition  informs  us,  difpatche> 
her  by  poifon. 

When  I  was  nrfl  at  Wood-lock  fome  years  ago, 
faw  part  of  the  old  palace,  and  tire  famous  labyrirrfi 
of  fair  Rofamond \  but.  thefe  are  now  deftroyed.  lie 
bathing-place,  or  welly  as  it  is  called,  is  left;  a  qua 
drangular  receptacle  of  pure  water,  immediate! 
flowing  from  a  little  fpring  under  the  hill,  over 
{hadowed  with  trees ;  near  which  are  fome  ruins  c 
walls  and  arches.  King  Ethelred  called  a  parlia 
merit  here.  It  has  been  a  royal  feat,  as  I  have  faid 
from  moll  ancient  times.  Henryl.  inclofed  the  park.  A 
crofs  this  valley  was  a  remarkably  fine  echo,  thatwouL 
repeat  a  whole  hexameter,  but  impaired  by  the  remova 
of  thefe  buildings.  A  ftately  bridge  of  one  vaft  arc] 
leads  along  the  grand  approach  to  the  prefent  caftle 
and  a  cafcade  of  water  falls  from  a  lake  down  fom 
ftone  fleps  into  the  canal  that  runs  under  it. 

The  new  palace  of  Blenheim  is  a  vail:  and  magnifi 
cent  pile  of  building:  a  gift  of  the  public  to  the  higl 
merit  of  John  Duke  of  Malborough  *. 

*  el  Blenheim  is  a  pile  raifed  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  and  meant  t 
be  great  and  magnificent  ;  yet  every  thing  that  the  occalion  called  fb 
might,  and  would  have  been  effected,  h;,d  not  the  execution  fell  to  l 
miferable  an  architect  as  Vanbui gb,  whofe  buildings  are  monuments  B 
the  vilert  tafle."     loungs  Six  Weeks  Tour. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  this  houfe  may  be  feen  every  da 
{Sunday  excepted)  at  three  o'clock,  but  at  no  other  hour. 

Tb< 
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The  roof  is  adorned  with  a  ftone  balluftrade,  and 
good  number  of  ftatues. 

The  very  lofty  hall  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill> 
nd  the  cieling  by  La  Guerre.  The  rooms  are  fine- 
t  enriched  with  marble  chimney  pieces  and  furni- 
are,  but  more  by  the  incomparable  paintings  and 
angings  ;  which  latter  reprefent  the  principal  glories 
f  the  Duke's  life.  Among  the  pictures,  are  many  of 
lubens's  beft  and  largeft  pieces  -,  that  celebrated  one 
f  himfelf,  his  wife  and  child,  among  others  :  Van- 
)ke\  King  Charles  I.  upon  a  dun  horfe,  of  great  va- 
le  j  and  the  famous  loves  of  the  gods,  by  Titian, 
prefent  from  the  King  of  Sardinia.  The  gallery  is 
orthy  admiration,  lined  with  marble  pilafters,  and 
hole  pillars  of  one  piece,  fupporting  a  moft  coftly 
id  curious  entablature,  excellent  for  matter  and 
■orkmanfnip,  the  window-frames  of  the  fame,  and 
bafement  of  black  marble  quite  round.     Before  it, 

ftretched  out  a  moil:  agreeable  profpecl  of  the  flne- 
oods  beyond  the  great  valleys.  What  is  of  the  moft 
egant  tafte  in  the  whole  houfe,  is  of  the  late 
utchefs's  own  defigning.  The  chapel  is  equal  to 
ie  reft.  The  garden  is  a  very  large  plat  of  ground 
iken  out  of  the  park*,  and  may  ftill  be  faid  to  be  a 
art  of  it,  well  contrived,  by  finking  the  outer  wall 
Uo  a  fofs,  to  give  a  view  quite  round,  and  take  off 
ie  odious  appearance  of  confinement  and  limitation 
)  the  eye.  It  is  v/ithin  well  adorned  with  walks, 
reens,  efpaliers,  and  viftas  to  divers  remarkable 
bjects,  that  offer  themfelves  in  the  circumjacent 
auntry.  Over  the  pediment  of  this  front  of  the  • 
oufe  is  a  curious  marble  bufto  of  Lewis  XIV.  bigger 
lan  the  life,  taken  from  the  gate  of  the  citadel  of 
Qurnay.  The  orangery  is  a  pretty  room.  Near  the 
*te  of  the  palace  is  the  houfe  where  our  famous 
haucer  was  born. 

*  "  The  park  is  very  extenfive,  and  well  planned,  and  the  water 
ceedingly  beautiful;  but  the  Rialto,  as  it  is  called,  over  ic,  a  moft 
ifcrably  heavy,  ungraceful  piece  of  architecture."     Young. 

At 
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At  the  entrance  into  the  caftle  from  the  town,  her 
Grace  erected  a  noble  triumphal  arch,  to  the  memory 
of  the  Duke  ;  and  fet  up  a  vaft  obelific  in  the  princi- 
pal avenue  of  the  park,  whereon  is  infcribed  an  ac- 
count of  the  Duke's  actions  and  character,  writter 
by  Dr.  Hare,  who  had  been  his  Grace's  chaplain.  . 
and  was  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Chichejler,  The  in- 
fcription  begins  thus  : 

The  caftle  of  Blenheim  was  founded  by  Queen  Anne  j 

In  the  fourth  year  of  her  reign, 

In  -the  year  of  the  Chriftian  sera  1705. 

A  monument  defigned  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  th 

Signal  victory 

Obtained  over  the  French  and  Bavarians^ 

Near  the  village  of  Blenheim, 

On  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 

By  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  : 

The  hero  not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of  this  age; 

Whofe  glory  was  equal  in  the  council  and  in  the  field 

Who  by  wifdom,  juftice,  candour,  and  add  re  fs, 

Reconciled  various,  and  even  oppofite  interefts ; 

Acquired  an  influence 

Which  no  rank,  no  authority,  can  give, 

Nor  any  force,  but  that  of  fuperior  virtue  j 

Became  the  fixed,  important  center, 

Which  united,   in  one  common  caufe, 

The  principal  flates  of  Europe  ; 

Who  by  military  knowledge,   and  irrefiftible  valour 

In  a  long  feries  of  uninterrupted  triumphs, 

Broke  the  power  of  France, 

When  raifed  the  higher!:,  when  exerted  the  moftj. 

Refcued  the  empire  from  defoiation; 

Aflerted  and  confirmed  the  liberties  of  Europe, 

&c   &ci   &c. 

The   prefent   Duke,    among  other  improvement 
truly  magnificent,  has  enlarged  and  completed  th 

vai 
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/aft  lake  cf  water  before  the  houfe,  by  which  there 
s  o-reat  addition  of  grandeur  to  the  fcene.  The  fu- 
3erfluity_of  this  water  paffes  off  by  a  very  fteep  wa- 
terfall, and  forming  itfelf  into  a  river  meanders  thro* 
the  beautiful  gardens  at  the  back  of  the  houfe. 

At  Woodftock-  they  make  the  fine  fleel  chains  for 
watches,  and  the  beft  of  gloves.  It  is  a  corporation, 
governed  by  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  four  aldermen,  and 
Qxteen  common-council  men ;  and  fends  two  mem- 
bers to  parliament.  It  has  three  alms-houfes,  and 
a  fchool,  founded,  27  Elizabeth,  by  Mr.  Richard 
Qromwell,  citizen  and  fkinner  of  London, 

From  Woodftock  I  went  north-weft  to  Chipping- 
Norton,  which  mud  have  been  once  a  town  of  great 
trade,  by  the  number  of  merchants,  as  they  are  cal- 
led, on  the  braffes  over  their  monuments  ;  and,  be- 
fides,  the  name  Chipping  denotes  as  much.  There 
are  marks  of  a  caftle  by  the  church,  and  Roman  coins 
are  frequently  found  here.  The  church  is  a  good 
building,  and  after  a  curious  model.  It  is  a  corpo- 
ration, governed  by  two  bailiffs,  and  other  officers, 
who  are  impowered  to  hold  a  court,  and  to  judge  and 
determine  actions  under  4/.  value.  On  Chapel-heathy 
near  the  town,  there  are  annual  horfe-races. 

Hence  we  rode  to  fee  Rollrich  flones,  a  little  Stone- 
henge,  being  a  circle  of  great  flones  {landing  upright, 
fome  of  them  from  five  to  feven  feet  high,  and  pro- 
bably the  veftigia  of  an  old  Briti/Jj  temple,  as  that 
was. 

At  Tid?narton  parifh  is  a  large  camp  of  an  orbicular 
form,  on  the  fummit  of  an  hill,  which  is  doubly  in- 
trenched, and  able  to  contain  a  great  army. 

When  I  was  at  Banbury,  I  fhould  have  mentioned 
Bloxham,  which  lies  fouth  of  it;  where  is  a  fine 
church,  the  fteeple  agreeable  and  handfome. 

Being  now  on  the  fide  of  Warwick/Jure,  as  is  faid 
before,  I  ftill  went  fouth  ;  and,  pafling  by  the  Four 
Shire   Stones,    ere  died  in   1741,    we  faw  where   the 

counties 
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counties  of  Oxford,  Warwick,  Worcejier,  and  Glow 
cejler,  join  four  together  ;  one  fide  of  this  {tone  front- 
ing each  county. 

Entering  Gloncejlerjhire  here,  weftward,  we  came 
after  a  mile's  ride,  to  Moretonhinmarjh,  a  fmall  town 
which  had  formerly  a  market,  but  now  difcontinued 
It  lies  on  the  great  road  to  Worcejier.  And  the  fa- 
mous Roman  foffeway,  which,  coming  out  of  War- 
fvickfioire,  enters  this  county  at  Lemington,  which  lie: 
north-earl  of  this  town,  ftrikes  through  it,  and  alfc 
through  Stow  and  North- Lech,  down  to  Cirencejler  I 
ibuthward. 

Hence  we  come  to  the  famous  Cotfwold-do-wns,  fc 
eminent  for  the  belt  of  fheep,  and  fineit.  wool  in  Eng- 1 
land :    Fame  tells  us,  that  fome  of  thefe  fheep  wen  I 
fent  by  King  Richard  I.   into  Spain;  and  that  frorr  jj 
hence  the  breed  of  their  fheep  was  raifed,  which  now 
produce  fo  fine  a  wool,  that  we  are  obliged  to  fetcll 
it  from  thence  at  a  great  price,  for  making  our  iinef 
broad-cloths. 

Upon  thefe  downs  we  had  a  clear  view  of  the  afore- 
mentioned famous  foffe.     We  obferved  alfo  how  fe- L 
veral  crofs  roads,  as  ancient  as  the  Fojfe,  joined  it, 
or  branched  out  of  it;  fome  of  which  the  people  have  j 
by  ancient  ufage,  though  corruptly,  called  alio  Fojfes.' 
For  example, 

The  Achnan-Jlreet,  which  is  an  ancient  Saxon  road, 
leading  from  Buckingham/hire  through  Oxford/hire  to 
the  Fojfe,  and  fo  to  Bath;  this  joins  the  Fojfe  between* 
Bur  ford  and  Cirencejler.  Alfo  Grime/dyke,  from  Ox- 
fordjhire,  Wattle-bank,  or  Offah- ditch,  from  the  fame, 
and  the  Would-way,  called  alfo  the  Fojfe,  cr offing 
from  Gloucejler  to  Cirencejler. 

The  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Newcajtle,  the  late  Lord 
Litchfield's,  at  Ditchley,  is  a  very  noble  one,  fituate 
about  the  di fiance  of  three  miles  from  Blenhe'mi,  on 
the  north-weft.  It  is  built  of  hewn  ftone,  and  has 
a  beautiful  fouthern  front,  with  two  correfpondent 

wings, 
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ings,  commanding  a  mod  agreeable  and  extenfive 
rofpect,  in  which  the  magnificent  palace  of  Blenheim 
as  the  principal  efre£t. 

This  feat-  is  a  noble  repofitory  of  valuable  and 
lafterly  portraits,  executed  by  the  moft  eminent 
•tifts  in  that  fpecies  of  painting  ;  Rubens ,  Vandyke, 
ir  Peter  Lely,  and  our  ingenious  countryman  and 
val  of  Vandyke,  John/on.  As  a  piece  of  architec- 
ire,  it  is  inferior  to  none  for  the  juftnefs  of  its  pro-* 
Drtions,  and  the  convenient  difpofition  of  its  apart- 
lents.     With   regard  to  furniture  and   decorations, 

is  fmimed  with  tafte  rather  than  with  fplendor, 
id  adorned  with  that  elegance  which  refults  from 
mplicity. 

At  Newnham  is  the  moft  elegant  feat  of  Lord  Har- 
urt,  where  the  late  worthy  Lord  loft  his  life  in 
777,  by   endeavouring  to  get  his   fpaniel  out  of  a 

19)1- 

Heathorp,  the  feat  of  Lord  Shrew/bury,  whofe  front 
i  of  the  moft  beautiful  architecture,  and  whofe 
partments  are  very  fuperb,  is  alfo  in  this  neighbour- 
ood. 

The  Churn,  the  Coin,  the  Lech,  and  the  T¥indrufoy 
tl  rife  in  the  Cot/would  hills  ;  their  currents  are  re- 
larkably  clear  and  fwift ;  and  they  produce  great 
lenty  of  excellent  trout,  and  other  fifti.  The  Churn 
ills  into  the  Thames,  or  I/is  at  Cricklade,  where  it 
ecomes  navigable  for  fmall  boats  to  Lechlade ;  and 
ere  being  increafed  by  the  Coin  and  Lech,  it  receives 
arges  of  a  larger  fize,  which  go  from  hence  to  Lon- 
on.  The  Windrujh  having  pafled  through  Burford 
ud  Witney,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Thames,  near 
Sfew  -Bridge. 

Stoiv  on  the  Would,  which  is  the  next  town  we 
ame  to,  is  but  indifferent  to  look  at;  but  is,  or 
ather  has  been,  remarkable  for  its  two  annual  fairs, 
amous  for  hops,  cheefe,  and  fheep,  of  which,  it  is 
aid,  that  above  20,000  are  generally  fold  at  one  fair. 

The 
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The  parifh  is  very  large,  being  12  miles  in  compaf 
and  confifts  of  meadow,  arable,  and  pafture.  Hei 
is  a  good  large  church  {landing  on  a  hill,  with  an  hig 
tower  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  which  is  feen  a  gre; 
diflance.  Here  are,alfo  an  hofpital,  alms-houfe,  an 
free-fchool,  all  well  endowed  ;  befides  other  char 
ties  *. 

North  Lech  is  alfo  a  market- town,  governed  by 
bailiff,  and  two  conflables  ;  and  is  named  from  tl 
river  Lech,  which  runs  through  it.  Here  is  a  churcl 
large  and  fpacious,  having  ailes  on  each  fide,  ar 
handfome  windows,  with  a  large  tower.  Here  is 
grammar- fchool,  free  for  all  the  boys  of  the  towi 
endowed  with  80  /.  a  year,  by  Hugh  Wejiwold,  Ef( 
And  it  is  faid,  that  the  founder,  falling  afterwan 
into  misfortunes,  folicited  for  the  mailer's  place  < 
his  own  fchool,  but  could  not  obtain  it. 

Here  we  quitted  the  Roman  Fojfe,  and  went  eaf 
ward  to  Bur  ford  in  Oxford/hire.  King  Henry  II.  ga^ 
this  town  a  charter,  Guildam,  £sf  omnes  confuetudine 
quas  habent  liberi  burgenfes  de  Oxenford;  but  they  an 
almoft  all  now  loft.  However,  it  retains  fome  marl 
of  a  corporation  flill,  being  governed  by  two  bailif 
and  other  inferior  officers.  It  is  famous  for  faddle 
and,  lying  near  the  downs,  draws  great  profit  froi 
the  horfe-races,  which  are  frequent  here.  At  th 
place  was  convened  a  fynod  in  685,  againft  theerrc' 
of  the  Britijh  churches  in  the  obfervance  of  Eafler* 
At  Battle- edge,  near  this  town,  Cuthred,  King  c 
the  Weft  Saxons,  beat  Ethelbald,  King  of  the  Mci 
dans,  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  threw  off  his  yok< 
The  inhabitants  celebrate  yearly,  on  Midfummer-ev. 
a  kind  of  feftival,  which,  they  fay,  commenced  i 
honour  of  this  battle.  Here  the  learned  Dr.  Heyh 
{defcended   originally    from    an  ancient    family    ii 

*  So  many  inclofures  have  of  late  years  taken  place  upon  ihcfe  hill 
that  the  fairs  for  the  fale  of  fteep  muft  of  courfe  be  considerably  dim 
ciihed. 

WaTtil 
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rales)  was  born  ;  and   at  this    place   is  the  feat   of 
enthal,  the  fpeaker  of  the  long   parliament,  which 
now  in  the  family,  and  contains  a  valuable  collec- 
on  of  old  paintings  by  Rubens,   Vandyke,  and  other 
ninent  mailers,  well  worth  the  traveller's  attention. 
Being  fo  near  Witney,  we  could  not  forbear  taking 
ride  to  fee  a  town  fo  noted  for  the  manufactures  of 
anketting  and  rugs,  which  thrive  here  in  a  moft 
:traordinary  manner.     Here  are  at  work  150  looms 
>ntinually,  for  which  above  3000  people,  from  eight 
•ars  old  and  upwards,  are  daily  employed  in  card- 
g,  fpinning,  &c.  and  confume  above   80  packs  of 
ool  weekly.    The  blankets  are  ufualiy  ten  or  twelve 
carters  wide,  and  very  white,  which  fome  attribute 
the  abfterfive  nitrous  waters  of  the  river  Windrujh, 
herewith  they  are  fcoured  ;  but  others   believe  it  is 
ving  to  a  peculiar  way  of  loofe  fpinning  they,  ufe 
•re  ;  and  others  again  are  of  opinion,  that  it  pro- 
eds  from  both.     In  confequence  of  which,    this 
wn  has  engrofled  the  whole  trade  in  that  commo- 
ty.     They  likewife  make  here  the  Ditffie Id  fluffs,  a 
.rd  and   three  quarters  wide,  which  are  carried  to 
ew-England  and   Virginia,    and    much    worn  even 
:re  in  winter.     Here  are  likewife  a  great  many  fell- 
ongers,  who,  having  dreffed  and  flamed  their  iheep- 
ihs,  make  them  into  jackets  and  breeches,  and  fell 
em  at  Bampton;  from  whence  they  are  difperfed  all 
er  the  neighbouring  counties.     Here  is  a  good  free- 
hool,  and  a  fine  library  belonging  to  it. 
Witney  is  an  ancient  town,  and  has  a  large  well-built 
lurch,  with  a  fpire  ;   it  is  a  valuable  rectory,  with 
good  parfonage-houfe,  and  was  of  good  repute  he- 
re the  Norman  invafion ;   but  it  is  a  long,  ftrag- 
ing,    uncouth   place,    though   full    of  inhabitants, 
was  one  of  the  manors  which  Alwinus  Biihop  of 
7inchejter  gave  to  the  church  of  St.  Switbin  there, 
\  Queen  Emma's  happily  palling  over  the  Fire  Or- 
al. 
Vol,  II,  L  Ajt 
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At  Ajlal,  a  village  on  the  road  between  Burfm 
and  Witney 9  is  a  barrow  which  ftands  very  high,  an. 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fepulchre  of  fome  perfon  of  grea 
note. 

Southward  lies  Bampton,  on  the  borders  of  th 
county  next  Berk/hire.  It  is  an  ancient  market-town 
likewife  in  repute  before  the  Norman  invafion.  It  i 
noted  for  the  greateft  market  for  fellmonger-wares  i 
England^  and  the  remains  of  a  fkong  and  ancien 
caftle. 

Turning  here  weft,  we  entered  Gloucejierjhire  agair( 
and  came  to  Lechlade,  which  is  a  fmall  market- towr. 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  and  in  th 
great  road  to  Gloucester.     It  is  probable,  that  it  w; 
anciently  a  Roman  town  upon  theThames  ;  for  a  ver 
plain  Roman  road  runs  from  hence  to  Cirencejler. 

The  river  Lecb9  which  rifes  near  North  Lech  in  th 
county,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Thames  a  little  b< 
low  St.  John's  Bridge  in  this  parifh,  and  there! 
gives  name  to  the  town. 

Here  is  a  well-built  church,  with  a  handfon 
fpire  ;  alfo  two  or  three  confiderable  wharfs,  wii 
large  warehoufes  ;  many  barges  being  employed 
carrying  cheefe,  and  other  commodities,  from  th 
place  to  London, 

In  a  meadow  near  St.  Johns  Bridge,  and  adjoii 
Ing  to  the  turnpike-road  on  the  eaft  fide,  there  fo 
merly  ftood  a  priory  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptij 
the  foundations  of  which  have  been  often  difcoven 
by  digging ;  and  in  another  meadow  clofe  to  S 
Johns  Bridge,  a  very  noted  fair  is  ftill  held  on  tl 
9th  of  September,  which,  before  the  alteration  oft) 
Style,  was  kept  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  the  day  \\ 
which,  according  to  the  calendar,  St.  John  the  Ba^ 
tift  was  beheaded. 

From  Lechlade  we  proceeded  weft  to  Fairford, 
fmall  market-town,  through  which  runs  the  ri> 

Cot 
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*oln,  whfch  has  two  bridges  over  it.     A  great  many 

ledals  and  urns   have  been  often  dug   up  here,  and 

lere  are  feveral  barrows  in  the  adjoining  fields,  the 

lonuments  of  the  llain  interred  here. 

A  great  many  charities  are  ftill  fubUfting  in  this 

wn  ;    but  what  it  is  moft  noted  for,'  is  its  church, 

id  the  admirable  painting  in  its  windows  ;  of  which 

ke  the  following  defcription  and  hiitory. 

John  Tame,  a  merchant  of  London,  purchafed  this 

anor  of  King  Henry  VII.   (to  whom  it  defcended 

om  the  Beaucbamps,  Earls  of  Warwick  \)  and  having 

ken  a  prize-ihip  bound  for  Rome,  wherein  he  found 

great  quantity  of  painted  glafs,  he  brought  both 

e  glafs  and  the  workmen  into  England.     Mr,  Tame 

lilt  this  church,  which   is  in  length  125  feet,  and 

;  in  breadth  ;  and  has  a  nave  and  two  aiies,  a  good 

ftry,  and  a  noble  tower,  arifing  from  the  midft  of 

,  adorned  with   pinacles ;  and  the  windows  of  the 

urch,  28  in  number,  he  caufed  to  be  glazed  with 

is  invaluable  prize,  which  remains  entire   to  this 

y,  the  admiration  of  all  that  fee  it. 

Mrs.  Farmer  (a  daughter  of  the  Lord  Lemfter)  gave 

>o/.  to  be  laid  out  in  mending  and  wiring  the  win- 

|ws  :    This   has    preferved  them    from  accidents  5 

d,  in  the  grand  rebellion,  the  impropriator  Mr. 

i'dwortb,  and  others  (to  their  great  praife  be  it  re- 

nmbered  !)  took  down  the  glafs,  and  fecured  it  in 

ine  fecret  place,  thereby  preferving  it  from  fanatic 

ire.     The  painting  was  the  defign  of  the  famous' 

ihrt  Durer ;  and  the  colouring  in  the  drapery,  and 

ine   of   the   figures,  are   fo  well   performed,    that 

hidyke  affirmed,  the  pencil  could  not  exceed  it. 

The    fubje&s   are  ail    fcriptural,    and   interlarded 

lth    a  great   variety  of  ridiculous  reprefentations, 

iiich  had,  I  fuppofe,  their  weight  and  value  in  the 

iberftitious  times  when  thefe  windows  were  painted. 

|On  the  Churn,  one  of  the  rivers  I  have  juft  named, 

(tads  Clrcncejlcr,  7  miles  weft,  (or  ClceJUr,  for  bre- 

L  2  vity,) 


220      GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

vity,)  the  ancient  Corinium  of  the  Romans •,  and  fai 
to  be  rebuilt  by  Ciffa,  a,  viceroy  under  one  of"  tl 
Saxon  kings,  a  great  and  populous  city,  then  inclo 
ed  with  walls,  and  a  ditch  of  vaft  compafs,  whk 
may  be  traced  quite  round.  The  foundation  of  tl 
wall  is  alfo  very  vifible  in  many  places.  A  good  pa 
of  this  circuit  is  now  pafture,  corn-fields,  and  ga 
dens,  befides  the  fite  of  the  prefent  town.  Antiqu 
ties  are  frequently  dug  up  here;  old- foundation 
houfes,  and  ftreets,  and  many  Mofaic  pavement 
with  rings,  intaglias,  and  coins  innumerable,  efp 
cially  in  one  great  garden,  called  Lewis's  Groimt 
which  might  have  been  the  Pratorium,  or  genera: 
quarters ;  for  Llys,  in  Britijb,  fignifies  a  paladi 
Large  quantities  of  carved  ftones  are  carried  off  yeail 
in  carts,  to  mend  the  highways,  befides  what  hat 
been  ufed  in  building.  A  fine  Mofaic  pavement  v| 
dug  up  here  anno  1723,  with  many  coins,  One  IV I 
Richard  Bijbop*  fome  years  ago,  dug  up  in  his  g:  I 
den  a  vault  16  feet  long,  and  12  broad,  and  fuppor  I! 
with  fquare  pillars  of  Roman  brick,  three  feet  and  j 
half  high,  on  which  was  a  ftrong  floor  of  terra 
Near  it  are  now  feveral  other  vaults,  on  which  ch  ;i 
TV- trees  grow.  Thefe  might  have  been  the  founcl 
tion  of  a  temple  ;  for  in  the  fame  place  they  foul? 
feveral  ftones  of  the  fhafts  of  pillars  fix  feet  loi  J 
and  large  ftone  bafes,  with  cornices  very  handfomd 
moulded,  and  carved  with  modilions,  and  other  on  ■ 
ments,  which  are  now  converted  into  fwine-troug  , 
and  pavements  before  the  door.  Capitals  of  th ; 
pillars  were  likewife  found.  A  Mofaic  pavem  t 
near  it,  and  entire,  is  now  the  floor  of  his  privy. 

Half  a  mile  weft  of  the  town,  on  the  north  iidei 
the  Foffe  road,  at  a  place  called  §uern^  other  ai  - 
quities  are  to  be  feen  worth  an  antiquary's  attentic 

Little  of  the  abbey  is  now  left,  befides  two  old  i& 
indifferent  gate-houfes.  The  church  is  a  very  haj  - 
fome  building  j  the  28  windows  are  full  of  pair  d 
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lafs,  reprefenting  fcripture  hiftory,  and  the  hiftory 
f  feveral  fathers,  martyrs,  &c.  with  the  feveral  re- 
iorious  orders  of  the  church  of  Rome,  from  the  pope 
0  the  mendicant  friar  ;  and  it  has  a  fine  lofty  tower, 
/ith  12  excellent  bells.  E all  of  the  town,  about  a 
[uarter  of  a  mile,  is  Starbury-mount,  a  barrow,  where 
R.oman  coins  have  been  dug  up.  Weftward  is  Grlf- 
■lund's  Mounts  of  which  feveral  curious  fables  are 
old. 

Cirencefter  is  ftill  a  very  good  town,  populous  and 
ich,  full  of  clothiers,  and  driving  a  great  trade  in 
Vool,  which  is  brought  from  the  inland  counties  of 
leice/ier,  Northampton,  and  Lincoln,  where  the  larged 
heep  in  England  feed,  and  where  are  but  few  manu- 
a&ures.  The  vaft  quantities  fold  here  are  almoft 
ncredible.  The  wool  is  bought  up  here,  chiefly  by 
he  clothiers  of  Wilt/hire  and  Glouceflerfhire,  for  the 
upply  of  that  great  clothing-trade,  which  I  have 
nentioned  already  :  They  talk  of  5000  packs  a  year. 

The  town  is  governed  by  two  high  conftables. 
X  has  two  weekly  markets ;  one  on  Monday,  for 
:orn,  cattle,  and  provifions ;  and  on  Friday,  for 
vool  chiefly.  It  has  alfo  five  fairs,  three  for  all 
"orts  of  commodities,  and  two  for  cloth  only  j  and 
"ends  two  members  to  parliament.  Here  are  a  free- 
chool,  and  divers  hofpitals  and  alms-houfes,  in  this 
parilh. 

Lord  Bathurjl  has  here  a  good  feat,  and  a  noble 
Dark,  enriched  with  the  mod  beautiful  walks,  lawns, 
plantations,  and  ornamental  buildings;  forming  al- 
together one  of  the  mod  delightful  fpots  in  England. 
The  great  elegance  and  true  tafte  difplayed  in  laying 
out  this  very  extenfive  park,  does  the  greateft  honour 
to  the  difting'iillied  genius  and  abilities  of  its  late 
noble  poflefTor. 

The  Chum  runs  from  hence  down  fouthward  to 
Cricklade  in  Wiltjhire,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  an- 
ciently a  very  noted  place,  containing  1300  houfes. 

L  3  Sou** 
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Some  monkifh  writers  have  falfely  fuppofed,  that; 
Leachlade,  as  well  as  Crkklade,  were  both  universities 
•for  teaching  Latin  and  Greek,  by  deriving  thofe  names 
irom  Latin  Lade  and  Greek  Lade.  The  Churn  and 
the  Rey  fall,  here,  into  the  Thames,  which  begins  to 
be  navigable  from  this  place  to  London.  Here  is  2 
good  free-fchool  5  and  the  town  fends  two  members 
to  parliament. 

Weft  of  Cirencejter,  upon  the  fide  of  an  hill,  {lands 
Stroud,  a  little  market-town,  ,diftingui£hed  by  an  ex-  a 
teniive  clothing  trade  carried  on  in  its  neighbourhood. 
By  this  town  runs  the  river  Siroudwater,  which  has 
the  remarkable   property  of  ftriking   the  fcarlet  dye  \ 
a  fuller  and  deeper  tint  than  any  water  yet  dif- '. 
covered.     The  church  is  90  feet  long,  and  40  broad. 
At  the  weft  end  rifes  an  high  fpire  fteeple,  and  2 
tower  in  the  middle.     So  that  it  is  built  in  the  ca- 
thedral or  conventual  ftyle. 

North  of  it  ftands  Paynfwuk,  a  market- town,  fi- 
tuate  in  the  wholefomeft  air  in  GlouceJierJhirey  wljen 
the  clothing  trade  is  alfo  carried  on. 

Lower  to  the  weft  of  Cirencejier  ftands  Minching- 
Hampton  \  fo  called,  becaufe  it  belonged  to  the 
IVlinching  nuns  at  Caen  in  Normandy.  Here  is  a  good 
rectory  worth  4  00 /.  a  year;  the  church  large,  and 
in  the.  form  of  a  crofs,  and  a  tower  with  battlements 
rifmg  in  the  middle.  In  the  north  aile  are  a  great 
many  inferiptions  of  benefactions  ;  and  in  the  foutr. 
aile  is  the  ftatue  of  a  man  lying  crofs-legged,  with 
a  fword  and  fhield  by  him,  and  his  wife  lying  at  his r 
feet. 

Then  we  came  to  Tetbury,  one  of  the  clothing 
towns  I  mentioned  ;  a  confiderable  market-town, 
fituated  on  a  rifing  ground,  in  an  healthy  air.  It  is 
well  built,  has  a  large  market-houfe  well  frequented 
for  yarn,  and  there  is  a  leffer  market-houfe,  foi 
cheefe,  bacon,  and  other  commodities.  It  is  go- 
verned  by   a  bailiff.     At   the  end  of  the  town  is  1 

long 
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>ng  bridge,  whereof  one  half  is  in  Wiltjhire.  The 
lurch  is  a  vicarage,  worth  120/.  a  year :  it  is  a 
x>d  building,  large  and  handfome,  in  which  are 
vers  monuments.  Here  are  a  free-fchool,  and  an 
ms-houfe.  The  town  feems  to  be  well  furnifhed 
ith  every  thing  but  water,  which  is  fo  fcarce,  that 
le  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  buy  it  at  the  rate  fome- 
mes  of  ittd.  for  an  hogihead.  In  the  parifh  rifes 
ie  river  Jvon,  which  runs  through  Briftol,  and  af- 
:rwards  falls  into  the  Severn. 

Wickwar^  a  fmall  market-town,  but  a  very  ancient 
>rporation,  governed  by  a  mayor,  is  the  next.  The 
nurch  is  a  large  edifice,  with  two  ailes.     The  tower 

at  the  well  end,  and  is  high,  adorned  with  pinacles. 
fere  is  a  free-fchool. 

Chipping- Sodbr^ry  lies  a  little  farther  in  the  road,  an 
ncient  borough-town,  under  a  mayor,  aldermen, 
nd  burgefTes.  As~it  is  a  great  thoroughfare  to  Briftol, 
:  is  full  of  good  inns.  It  has  feveral  flreets,  befides 
mes,  a  good  market,  and  a  large  fpacious  church, 
rhich,  however,  is  but  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  Old  Sod- 
ury.  Here  is  the  greater!  cheefe-market  in  England, 
xcept  Aiherjlone  in  Warwickjhire. 

Here  we  dropped  the  rOad,  and  fell  down  fouth- 
/ard,  directly  to  Marjhfield,  another  of  the  clothing- 
owns  I  fpoke  of.  It  confifts  of  one  ftreet  of  old 
uildings,  near  a  mile  long.  It  has  a  market,  and 
Irives  alfo  a  great  trade  in  malt,  and  is  noted  for 
ood  cakes.  It  is  governed  by  a  bailiff.  Here  is  a 
jood  church,  in  which  are  feveral  monuments  and 
nfcriptions.  Here  is  alfo  an  alms-houfe  well  en- 
lowed,  and  a  chapel  to  it. 

We  croft1  ed  the  great  road  from  London  to  Brijlol 
lere,  as  at  Cirencefcer  we  did  that  from  London  to 
Gloucefter  j  and,  keeping  ft i  11  the  Fojfe  way,  arrived 
at  Bath. 
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Containing  a  Defcription  of  part  of  the  Counties  of  So 
merset,  Gloucester,  Warwick,  Worces 
ter,  Hereford^  and  Monmouth. 

THE  antiquity  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  of  th 
famous  baths  in  it,  is  great,  though  we  fhoul 
doubt  of  what  is  infilled  on  in  the  infcription  unde 
the  figure  of  King  Biadud^  placed  in  The  King's  Bath 
which  fays,  that  this  prince  (whom  Mr.  Camden  call 
Blayden,  or  Bladen  Cloyth,  i.  e.  Soothfayer)  found  ou 
the  ufe  of  thefe  baths,  863  years  before  our  Saviour' 
time. 

Bath  is  a  fpot  of  ground,  which  our  countrymej 
ought  to  efteem  as  a  particular  favour  of  Heaven.  I 
lies  in  a  great  valley,  furrounded  with  hills  amphi 
theatrically  difpofed  ;  and  its  fituation  on  the  wel 
fide  of  the  ifland  is  a  confiderable  addition  to  its  de 
lights,  as  being  the  lefs  liable  to  the  rude  mocks  0 
iempefts.  The  walls  are  almoft  entire,  and  incloli 
but  a  fmall  compafs,  of  a  pentagonal  form.  Then 
are  four  gates  on  four  fides,  and  a  poilern  on  th< 
other.  From  the  fouth-weft  angle  have  been  an  ad- 
ditional wall  and  ditch  carried  out  to  the  river  ;  b) 
which  fhort  work,  the  approach  of  an  enemy  on  twc 
fides  is  intercepted,  unlefs  they  pafs  the  river.  Th(, 
fmall  compafs  of  the  city  has  made  the  inhabitant; 
crowd  up  the  Irreets  to  an  unfeemly  and  inconvenieni 
jiarrownefs.  It  is,  however,  handfomely  built,  moit- 
ly  of  ftone. 

It  was  of  old  a  refort  for  cripples,  and  difeafed 
perfons  ;  and  we  fee  the  crutches  hang  up  at  the  fe- 
deral baths,  as  the  thank-offerings  of  thofewho  came 

hither 
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ither  lame,  and  went  away  cured.  But  now  we 
iay  fay  it  is  a  refort  of  the  found,  as  well  as  the  fick, 
nd  a  place  that  helps  the  indolent,  and  the  gay,  to 
ommit  that  worft  of  murders,  that  is  to  fay,  to  kill 
me. 

To  fuch  indeed  it  is  a  conftant  round  of  diverfion. 
a  the  morning,  the  young  lady  is  brought  in  a  clofe 
lair,  drefied  in  her  bathing-cloaths,  to  the  Crofs- 
ith.  There  the  mufic  plays  her  into  the  bath,  and 
le  women  who  attend  her,  prefent  her  with  a  little 
mating  wooden  difh,  like  a  bafon  ;  into  which  the 
dy  puts  an  handkerchief  and  a  nofegay,  and  of  late 
:ars  the  fnufF-box  and  fmelling-bottle  are  added. 
!ie  then  traverfes  the  bath,  if  a  novice,  with  a 
iide  ;  if  otherwife,  by  herfelf;  and  having  am u fed 
?rfelf  near  an  hour,  calls  for  her  chair,  and  returns 
'  her  lodgings. 

The  bookfellers  {hops  alfo  are  much  reforted  to, 
here,  at  a  certain  fubfeription,  there  is  liberty  al- 
wed  to  read,  or  permiifion  to  fend  for  books  to  your 
vn  lodgings.     In  the  evening  the  company  afTemble 

the  rooms,  where  there  are  balls  twice  a  week, 
id  card-aftemblies  every  evening.  Theplay-houfe, 
hich  is  very  elegant  and  commodious,  and  retains 
company  of  comedians  little  inferior  to  thofe  in 
mdon^  is  alfo  very  much  frequented. 
To  enquire  into  the  nature  and  qualities  of  the 
ath  waters,  and  to  enter  upon  the  chemical  experi- 
ents  neceffary  on  this  occaiion,  would  not  only 
i  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  but  would  require 
volume  of  itielf.  I  mall  therefore  only  mention 
e  following  particulars,  which  I  have  extracted 
Dm  Dr.  Falconer 's  EJJby  on  the  Bath  Waters.  Thofe- 
ho  chufe  to  purfue  this  fubje6t,  will  find  it  co- 
oufly  treated  in  that  learned  and  ingenious  work. 
"  Three  glafs  bottles,  each  of  a  quart  contents,, 
sre  filled  feverally  with  the  waters  of  the  King's 
ath,  the  Hot  Bath,  and  the  Crofs  Bath,  then  im- 
L  5  mediately 
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mediately  clofed  up,  and  fet  to  ftand.  They  all, 
when  firft  filled,  appeared  at  firft  fight  colourlefs  and 
pellucid  ;  but,  on  a  more  accurate  infpe&ion,  I  could 
perceive  many  minute  white.particles  floating  in  each 
of  them  ;  nor  could  I  difcover,  on  the  clofeft  examina- 
tion, which  of  the  fprings  had  this  appearance  in  th( 
greatefl  degree.  After  ftanding  twenty-four  hours 
they  had  all  depofited  a  very  flight  ochorious  fedi- 
ment,  onlyjuft  perceivable  in  the  waters  of  the  Ho 
and  Crofs  baths,  but  more  difcoverable  in  that  of  th 
King's  bath  ;  though  even  in  this,  the  quantity  pre 
cipitated  was  extremely  fmall.  This  fediment  is  col 
le£ted  round  the  edges  of  all  the  baths,  but  more  re 
markably  in  the  King's  bath. 

"  None  of  the  waters  have  any  particular  fmell 
that  I  could  difcover,  either  in  the  waters  themfelves 
©r  in  the  vapour  arifmg  from  them. 

**  Thefe  waters  are  all  (lightly  faline,  accompanie 
with  an  agreeable  pungency,  added  to  a  light  chaly 
beate  tafte. 

*6  The  heat  of  thefe  waters  is  varioufly  laid  down 
According  to  the  beft  experiments  I  could  make,  th 
beat  of  the  King's  bath  water,  and  that  of  the  othe 
baths,  as  commonly  drank,  is  as  follows  :  King 
bath,n6;  Hot  bath,  ub;  Crofs  bath,  112.  lone 
found  the  thermometer  raifed  by  the  King's  bath,  afte 
pumping,  to  118  degrees  ;  but  I  imagine  this  rarel 
happens  :  fo  that,  I  fuppofe,  the  general  heat  i 
which  they  are  taken,  fcarce  exceeds  116  degrees." 

I  would  by  no  means  wifli  to  injure  Dr.  Falconer 
EJjay  by  this  partial  extract ;  for  whoever  looks  int 
that  work,  will  find,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  abridg 
a  book,  of  which  every  page  is  valuable. 

Oreat  additions  have  been  made  to  the  building 
within  thefe  few  years,  and  are  ftill  making.  With 
out  the  walls,  a  ilately  new  fquare  is  erected,  with 
iine  chapel  ;  and  the  middle  is  inclofed  by  rails,  an 
handfomdy  laid  out  within*  In  the  center  is  a  loft 
3  obelii 
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)belifk  70  feet  high  from  the  foundation,  and  ter- 
ninated  in  a  point. 

The  Bath-Jione  affords  a  fine  opportunity  to  embel- 
ifh  and  give  a  noble  look  to  the  buildings  here,  and 
it  a  very  cheap  rate. 

The  grove,  too,  near  the  abbey-church,  now  call- 
id  Orange-fquare,  in  compliment  of  the  late  Prince 
)f  Orange,  has  feveral  handfome  new  built  houfes  $ 
md  a  monumental  ftone  is  erected,  with  an  infcrip- 
ion  in  honour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the 
jJace,  his  Highnefs  having  been  obliged  to  vifit  Bath 
"or  his  health,  juft  before  he  married  the  Princefs 
ioyal  of  England,  and  received  great  benefit  by  the 
vaters.  This  likewife  was  eredted  by  the  late  fa- 
nous  Mr.  Najh,  to  whofe  good  management  and 
>ehaviour,  Bath  is  greatly  indebted ;  every  one  fub- 
nitting  with  delight  to  the  regulations  he  impofed 
egarding  decorum,  and  the  good  order  of  the  place. 

The  late  marmal  Wade,  when  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament  for  this  city,  gave  a  fine  al- 
ar piece  to  the  great  church  there  :  he  was  alfo  at 
he  charge  of  having  the  picture  drawn  of  every  one 
>f  his  electors  (the  members  of  the  corporation,)  and 
et  up  round  the  town-hall  5  and  his  own  too  he  fuf- 
ijered  to  be  put  over  the  entrance,  as  if  he  would 
nake  good  that  pafs,  and  keep  them  all  to  duty.  At 
he  upper  end  of  the  hall,  are  lately  fet  up  the  pic- 
:ures  of  the  late  Prince  and  Augufta  Princefs  of  Wales^ 
1  prefent  by  their  Royal  Highnelfes  to  the  corporation, 
vho  likewife  before  prefented  it  with  a  fine  large 
vrought  filver  cup  and  waiter,  gilt. 

The  Abbey-Church  is  a  venerable  pile,  and  has  many 
nonuments  in  it.  But  the  principal  front  is  almoll 
)lafphemouily  decorated,  if  it  may  be  called  decorated, 
;vith  the  figures  of  God  the  Father,  and  Saints  and 
\ngels,   the  work  of  fuperftition. 

On  the  fouth-fide  are  the  juftly  renowned  hot 
L  6  fprings, 
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fprings,  collected  into  a  fquare  area,  called  The  King* 
Bath. 

This  water  is  admirably  grateful  to  the  ftomach 
Tho'  you  drink  off  a  large  pint  glafs,  it  is  fo  far  fron 
creating  an  heavinefs  or  naufea,  that  you  immediate 
ly  perceive  yourfelf  more  alert. 

Behind  the  fouthern  wall  of  The  King's  Bath  is 
lefs  fquare,  named  The  Queen's  Bath,  with  a  taber 
nacle  of  four  pillars  in  the  midft. 

The  Hot  Bath  is  a  fmall  parallelogram,  with  a  fton 
tabernacle  of  four  pillars  in  the  midft. 

The  Crofs  Bath  near  it  is  triangular,  and  had  a  croJ 
in  the  middle.  Hard  by  is  an  hofpital,  built  and  en 
dowed  by  a  prelate  of  this  fee.  The  water  in  thej 
tv/o  places  rifes  near  the  level  of  the  ftreets. 

Within  thefe  few  years,  by  a  contribution,  a  col 
bath^  for  the  benefit  of  the  infirm,  was  made  at 
fpring  beyond  the  bridge. 

The  Duke  of  Kingjlon,  fome  years  before  his  deatr 
erected  fome  private  baths  upon  a  very  exceller 
conftru&ion,  for  thofe  who  chofe  to  bathe  in  privac 
at  their  own  time. 

The  accefs  to  the  hills  about  Bath  grow  every  da 
better,  by  the  prudence  and  good  management  of  th 
commifiioners  of  the  turnpike-roads  ;  fo  that,  thoug 
few  people  cared  to  keep  coaches  here  formerly,  ye 
the  ufe  of  thofe  machines  has  greatly  increafe< 
of  late  years.  Before  the  firft  turnpike-act  was  ob 
tained,  the  direct  road  to  Lanjdown  was  fo  fteep,  tha 
Queen  Anne  was  extremely  frighted  in  going  up  :  he 
coachman  flopping  to  give  the  horfes  breath,  an< 
the  coach  wanting  a  dragftaff,  it  ran  back,  in  fpit 
of  all  the  coachman's  fkill  \  the  horfes  not  bein| 
brought  to  ftrain  the  harnefs  again,  or  pull  together 
for  a  good  while,  the  coach  putting  the  guard: 
behind  in  confufion  \  at  laft3  fome  of  the  fervants 

fettiji| 
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etting  their  heads  and  fhoulders  to  the  wheels,  flop- 
ped them  by  mere  force. 

The  general  hofpital  in  this  city,  for  the  recep- 
ion  of  the  fick  poor  all  over  the  kingdom,  is  a  noble 
iefign.  The  firft  ftone  of  it  was  laid  the  6th  of  'July 
738.  It  is  ico  feet  in  front,  and  90  feet  deep, 
nd  capable  of  receiving  150  poor  cripples. 

His  lateMajefty  King  Georgell.  Prince  Frederick, 
he  Princefs  Dowager,  and  fome  of  the  PrincefTes, 
/ere  great  promoters  of  this  work ;  and,  among 
ther  benefactors,  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Holdings 
{London,  and  the  late  Mr.  Allen,  of  Prior-Park,  near 
lath,  were  the  chief:  the  former  giving  2000/.  in 
loney,  and  Mr.  Allen  permitting  the  truftees  of  the 
harity  to  fetch  from  his  ftone-yard  all  the  walt-ftone, 
/rough  t  free-ftone,  paving-ftone,  and  lime,  that 
/ere  neceflary  to  be  added  to  the  ftone  which  the 
uildings  that  were  taken  down  produced,  to  complete 
be  mafons-work  of  the  hofpital,  befides  giving  a  very 
irge  fum  of  money. 

The  ftone-yard  juft  mentioned  of  this  great  becaufe 
ood  man,  who  might  be  ftyled  The  Genius  c/Bath,  is 
n  the  banks  of  the  Avon.  In  it  is  wrought  the  free- 
:one  dug  from  the  quarries  on  Comb- Down,  which  is 
nother  part  of  Odin s-  Down  purchafed  by  him.  There 
5  likewife  a  wharf  to  embark  the  fame  ftone  in  un- 
sought blocks,  which  are  brought  down  from  the 
uarry  by  an  admirable  machine,  that  runs  upon  a 
rame  of  timber,  of  about  a  mile  and  an  half  in 
sngth,  placed  partly  upon  walls,  and  partly  upon 
he  ground,  like  the  waggon-ways  belonging  to  the 
ollieries  in  the  north  of  England.  Two  horfes 
raw  one  of  thefe  machines,  generally  loaded  with 
wo  or  three  tons  of  ftone,  over  the  moil  eafy  part 
f  the  defcent ;  but  afterwards  its  own  velocity  car- 
ies it  down  the  reft,  and  with  fo  much  precipita- 
ion,  that  the  man  who  guides  it  is  fometimes  ob*. 

liged 
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liged  to  lock  every  wheel  of  the  carriage  to  flop  it 
which  he  can  do  with  great  eafe,  by  means  of  bolt 
applied  to  the  front- wheels,  and  lavers  to  the  back 
wheels. 

The  free-ftone  of  the  hills  about  Bath  can  be  car 
ried  by  the  Avon  to  Bri/rol,  whence  it  may  be  tranf 
ported  to  any  part  of  England ;  and  the  new  works  c 
St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in  London^  as  well  as  th 
exchange  of  Bri/iol,  are  built  with  ftone  from  Mi 
Allen's  quarry* 

This  gentleman  built  for  himfelf  a  very  magnifi 
cent  feat  ;  and  placed  it  almoft  at  the  top  of  the  fid 
of  the  hill,  where  the  chief  quarry,  from  whence  th 
new  buildings  of  Bath  have  been  fupplied  with  free 
Hone,  is  utuated.  The  feat  crowns  with  the  great 
eft  beauty  a  large  court  on  the  north-fide  of  th 
mountain,  anciently  dedicated  to  the  Eritijh  god  c 
war ;  and,  from  that  dent  on  the  afcent  of  the  hil. 
a  village  towards  the  lower  part  of  it  was  denominate 
Widcomb,  in  which  there  is  a  good  houfe  belongin 
to  Mr.  Bennet. 

Mr.  Aliens  feat,  now  called  Prior-Park^  command 
a  profpec~t,  as  delightful  as  it  is  pomble  for  the  imagi 
nation  to  conceive,  the  city  of  Bath  being  the  chk 
object,  and  towards  it  the  principal  front  of  th 
houfe  is  turned.  The  feat  confifts  of  an  houfe  i: 
the  centre,  two  pavilions,  and  two  wings  of  offices 
all  united  by  arcades,  and  making  a  continued  curv 
^d  line  of  building  of  above  iooo  feet  in  front,  c 
which  the  houfe  takes  about  150  feet,  and  is  of  th 
Corinthian  order,  elevated  upon  a  ruftic  bafement 
and  crowned  with  a  balluftrade  ;  the  centre  advan 
cing  forward,  and  making  one  of  the  largeft  an 
moft  correct  hectai'tyle  porticoes  in  the  kingdom 
The  order  includes  two  ftories,  and  the  houfe  ha 
15  windows  in  the  length  of  it.  The  portico,  to 
gether  with  a  Corinthian  hall  in  the  principal  ftory 
a  chapel  on  the  fame  floor  of  the  Ionic  order  fup 
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>orting  the  Corinthian,  and  a  Corinthian  gallery  ex- 
ending  over  the  hall,  and  the  rooms  on  each  fide 
)f  it,  all  finifhed  with  free-flone,  are  the  beauties 
nd  curiofities  of  the  pile. 

The  gardens  to  this  feat  confift  of  two  terraces, 
md  two  fiopes,  lying  northward  before  the  houfe, 
vith  winding  walks  made. through  a  little  coppice 
>pening  to  the  weftward  of  thofe  fiopes  ;  but  all  thefe 
ire  adorned  with  vafes,  and  other  ornaments,  in  ftone- 
vork  ;  and  the  affluence  of  water  is  fo  great,  that  it 
s  received  at  three  different  places,  after  many  little 
igreeable  falls,  at  the  head  of  one  of  which  there  is 
1  ffatue  of  Mofes  down  to  the  knees,  in  an  attitude 
:xpreffive  of  the  admiration  he  muft  have  been  in  af- 
:er  ftriking  the  rock,  and  feeing  the  water  gum  out 
)f  it.  The  winding  walks  were  made  with  great 
abour;  and,  though  no  broader  than  for  two  or  three 
.0  walk  abreait,  yet  in  fome  places  they  appear  with 
ittle  cliffs  on  one  fide,  and  with  fmall  precipices  on 
he  other.  Thefe  things  we  may  efteem  as  beauties; 
)ut  if  we  leave  them,  and  go  to  what  may  be  called 
:he  greater  part  of  the  gardens,  I  mean  to  the  rides 
which  are  made  through  the  adjoining  lands,  the  real 
jeauties  of  nature  will  appear  in  great  abundance  t 
Mr.  Allen  might  put  the  natural  terrace  in  the  brow 
pf  the  hill  above  his  houfe  in  competition  with  the 
Ureateft  work  that  ever  was  made  to  adorn  a  feat  ; 
land  on  that  terrace  the  ftatue  of  the  late  Marfhal 
\Wade  is  placed  :  for  where  could  the  figure  of  a  great 
llbldier  ftand  fo  properly,  as  on  an  hill  facred  to  the 
god  of  war  ? 

Mr.  Allen,  whofe  worth  has  been  celebrated  by 
[Pope,  Warburton,  and  Hurd,  with  as  much  trutl^ 
warmth,  and  elegance,  has  been  dead  fome  years, 
to  the  great  lofs  of  his  neighbourhood,  his  friends, 
and  his  country. 

Bath  is  now  become  of  very  great  extent,  from 
the  great  increafe  of  new  buildings,  as  it  is  not  only 

a  place 
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a  place  of  occafional  refort  for  health  or  pleafure. 
but  the  perpetual  reiidence  of  many  people  of  fafhioi 
and  fortune.  The  parades  are  a  magnificent  pile  o: 
building  ;  the  fquare  is  a  very  noble  one,  and  the 
circus,  whofe  form  and  appearance  refemble  that  o; 
an  inverted  Roman  theatre,  is  a  very  beautiful  piece 
of  architecture,  containing  many  excellent  houfes 
Near  to  this  is  another  building,  not  long  com- 
pleated,  called  the  Crefcent,  from  the  form  in  whicr 
it  ftands.  The  whole  front  confifts  of  a  range  o:\ 
Ionic  columns  on  a  ruftic  bafement,  and  compre- 
hending a  very  large  fpan,  offers  a  very  grand  ob- 
ject to  the  eye  of  the  fpe£tator.  The  ground  fall; 
gradually  before  it  down  to  the  river,  at  about  hal 
a  mile  diftance  ;  and  the  riling  country  on  the  othen: 
fide  of  the  Avon  holds  up  to  it  a  moft  delightfu  ; 
profpeel:. 

A  new  bridge  has  alfo  been  erected  by  Mr.  Poul- 
teney^  the  heir  of  the  late  Lord  Bath^  and  the  ge-i 
neral  his  brother,  wThich  was  defigned  to  communi- 
cate  with  a  projected  road  that  was  to  cut  off  a  ver) 
confiderable  elbow  now  made  in  the  London  road 
and  of  courfe  to  morten  the  diftance  ;  but  this 
fcheme  at  prefent  ftands  frill.  The  bridge  is  of  flone. 
with  commodious  little  mops  on  each  fide  of  it. 

But  among  the  various  additions  and  improve- 
ments to  Bathy  the  New  Rooms  muft  not  be  forgot- 
ten :  they .  are  really  magnificent,  and,  except  the 
Pantheon  and  the  Ranelagh  Rotunda^  exceed  every 
thing  of  the  kind  in  this  kingdom,  both  as  to  fize 
and  decoration.  The  rooms  at  the  end  of  the  north 
parade,  formerly  kept  by  Mr.  Wiltjhlre^  have  been, 
for  fome  years,  fhut  up;  fo  that  the  New  Rooms 
and  thofe  kept  by  Mr.  Gyde9  between  the  Orange 
Grove  and  North  Parade,  fhare  aLl  the  bufmefs  be- 
tween them  5  but  not  without  difputes  and  jealoufies, 
which  have,  more  than  once,  diilurbed  the  peace  of 
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U#b9  created   violent   parties,    and    interrupted    its 
leafures. 

Mr.  Najh,  whofe  flatue  in  marble  is  in  the  Pump 
Loom,  and  whofe  name  will  live  while  Bath  re- 
lains,  made  many  excellent  regulations  which  are 
ill  in  a  great  meafure  adhered  to.  Among  which, 
ie  forbidding  any  one  to  appear  with  a  fword,  is 
ot  the  leaft  ufeful  or  remarkable.  But  fuccelTtve 
lafters  of  the  ceremonies,  depending  upon  public 
alls  and  fubfcriptions  for  their  income,  do  not  pof- 
•fs,  and  could  not,  if  they  did,  exert  the  power 
hich  Mr.  Nafh,  who  preferved  an  entire  indepen- 
mce,  fo  univerfally  obtained,  to  which  the  firft 
en  and,  what  is  more,  the  firft  women  in  the  king- 
Dm  chearfully  fubmitted. 

The  political  government  of  this  city  is  under 
ie  direction  of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common 
Duncil,  who  attend,  with  great  care,  to  the  police 
:  the  place.  The  convenience  of  chairs  is,  here, 
'ry  great ;  and  the  chairmen  fubjecl:  to  very  ex- 
.'llent  regulations.  They,  are  obliged  to  go  500 
irds  for  fixpence,  and  to  every  other  part  of  the 
>wn  for  a  fhilling.  A  magiftrate  attends  at  the 
>wn  hall  every  Monday,  at  a  ftated  time,  to  fettle 
fputes  relative  to  them,  and  to  inflict,  the  appointed 
mimments  if  they  mall  be  found  to  deferve  them. 
The  town  hall,  which  flood  in  the  middle  of  the 
r.igh-Jlreet,  is  now  pulled  down,  and  a  very  hand- 
me  one  erecting  near  the  market,  which  is  one 
'  the  beft  in  England,  Mr.  Wood,  the  architect, 
1  whom  and  to  his  father,  Bath  is  indebted  for  al- 
oft all  its  beautiful  ftruclures,  made  the  defign  for 
is  building. 

Befides  the  Abbey,  St.  James's  and  St.  Philips'* 
lurches  and  the  chapel  in  the  fquare,  there  is  an 
iagon  chapel  in  Milfom-Jlreet9  with  receffes  warmed 
ith  ftoves,  where  pews  are  to  be  hired  by  the 
ontb,  quarter  or  year.     Here  is  alio  another  build- 
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ing  of  the  fame  kind  near  the  Crefcent.  To  thei 
may  be  added,  Lady  Huntingdon  %  chapel,  which 
a  very  fpacious,  handfome  ftrucSture,  and  very  muc 
frequented  by  people  of  diftinclion,  as  the  fingin 
part  of  the  church  fervice  is  performed  there  in  ver 
great  perfection.  There  is  alfo  a  Quaker's  mee 
ing,  with  places  of  worfhip  for  Diflenters,  Mon; 
vians  and  Roman  Catholics. 

Bath  has  alfo  its  annual  races  on  Claverton  Down\ 
which   of   late   years    are    become    faftiionable,    ar;; 
much  reforted  to  by  the  fporting  gentry.     The  plen 
of  this  place  is  very  great,  and  the  articles  of  tab 
luxury  abound  in  the  markets  ;  but,   as  the  inhab 
tants  increafe,  the  prices  of  provifions  will  not  fc| 
to  bear  their  proportion  and  increafe  alfo. 

At  Walcot,  many  Roman  antiquities  have  be< 
found.  Lord  Winchelfea  has  an  urn,  a  patera,  ai 
ether  things  taken  out  of  a  ftone  coffin,  wherein  w 
a  child's  body,  half  a  mile  off  the  Bath. 

When  one  is  upon  Lanfdown,  and  has  (by  a  win* 
ing  road)  paffed  all  the  difficulties  of  the  afcer>: 
there  is  a  plain  and  pleafant  country  for  many  mil  i 
into  Gloucefterfhire^  and  two  fine  houfes  :  the  o 
built  by  Mr.  Blaithwait,  fecretary  at  war  in  tl 
reign  of  Queen  Anne  ;  and  the  other  is  called  Ba 
mington^  a  manfion  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Nor  mud:  we  forget  to  mention  the  handfome  im 
nument  erected,  by  order  of  the  late  Lord  Lanfdow 
to  the  honour  of  Sir  Bevil  Granville,  his  lordfliif 
anceftor,  with  an  infeription  recording  the  a£tion 
which  he  fell.  It  is  built  on  the  brow  of  Lanfdow 
Hilly  on  the  very  fpot,  as  near  as  poffible,  where  th 
brave  gentleman  was  killed,  in  the  action  betwe 
him  and  Sir  William  Waller ■,  in  the  civil  wars  ; 
which  Lord  Clarendon,  and  others,  give  account. 

Juft  below  it  is   Lillipui,    a  fmall  elegant  #1 
of  retirement,  made  by  Mr.  Jerry  Pierce,  an  emiml 

furgec! 


SOMERSETSHIRE.  235 

irgeon,  who  died  in  1746;  beautiful  in  itfclf,  but 
uch  more  fo  in  refpecl:  to  its  fituation. 
We  come  in  fix  miles  from  Bath  to  Keinfiam,  a 
arket-town,  famous  for  its  Abbey,  founded  by  Wil- 
am  Earl  of  Gloucefier,  about  the  year  1170,  and 
•anted  by  Edward  VI.  to  Thomas  Bridges,  Efq;  in 

le  year  1553,  (on  ^e  **lte  wnere°f  *s  now  a  nan^~ 
me  feat  of  his  defcendant  the  Duke  of  Chandois)  as 
ell  as  for  its  having  been  the  capital  feat  of  the 
angi,  as  Camden  interprets  the  name.  The  town 
fituated  by  the  fide  of  a  fmall  river,  that  runs  into 
e  Avon,  and  extends  to  the  confluence  of  the  two 
reams.  It  is  built  upon  a  rock,  productive  of  an 
finite  number  of  foi&ls  in  the  ihape  of  ferpents, 
>iled  up  ;  and  credulous  people  formerly  believed, 
at  they  were  real  ferpents,  changed  into  ftones  by 
le  Keina,  a  devout  Britijh  virgin,  from  whom  they 
cewife  denominated  the  town. 
Keinjham  river  is  noted  for  producing  multitudes 
'  little  eels  in  the  fpring  of  the  year :  thefe  the 
ople  catch,  when  they  are  about  two  inches  long  \ 
id,  having  boiled  them,  they  make  them  into  fmall 
kes,  for  fale.     Thefe  elver-cakes  they  difpofe  of 

Bath  and  Briftol;  aid  when  they  are  fried,  and 
ten  with  butter,  nothing  is  more  delicious. 
The  city  of  Briftol  is  four  miles  and  a  half  from 
is  town,  12  from  Bath,  and  115  from  London.  It 
the  fecond  city  in  Great  Britain  ;  it  is  the  largeft 
wn,  and  the  richer!:  and  beft  port  of  trade,  London 
lly  excepted. 

j  it  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Caer  Oder  nant  Ba- 
rt, i.  e.  the  city  Oder  in  Badon  valley.  In  the 
talogue  of  ancient  cities  it  is  named  Caer  Brito  ; 
id  in  Saxon  Brightftowe,  a  bright,  pleafant,  or  fa- 
ous  place  ;  from  hence  Briftozu,  and  of  late  Briftol. 
It  is  firft  mentioned  by  Florence  of  Worcejler,  v.vo 
Us  us   that  in   1063,  Harold  fet  fail  from  Bry/lozve 

invade  Wales,    It  was  rated  to  the  King  in  doomf- 

day 


236  SOMERSETSHIRE. 

day  book  no  marks  of  iilver*  Geoffry  Bifhop  I 
Conjlance  raifmg  a  rebellion  againft  William  Rufu, 
well  fortified  this  city  :  its  walls,  &c*  were  arte 
wards  deftroyed  by  the  fame  King. 

Brijlol  was    formerly   a   place  of  great   ftrengt 
King  Stephen  was  imprifoned  in  its  caftle  by  Ma\\ 
the  Emprefs,  which  was  befieged  in  the  civil  ws 
and  made  a  good  defence.     It  was  built  by  Robei\ 
illegitimate  fon  of  Henry  I.  who  befieged  King  Si 
phen  in  it.     It  was  large  and  ilrong,  half  a  mile 
circumference,    and   furrounded   with    a    broad    a 
deep  ditch.     It  was  demolifhed  by  Oliver  Cromwe 
and  afterwards  built  into  ftreets. 

In   1362,  the  itaple  of  wool  was  eftablifhed  he 
by  Edward  III.  who  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf. 
Hands  on  the  rivers  Avon  and  Froome,  between  t 
counties   of   Gloucejler   and    Somerfet  3    King   He? 
VIII.  made  it  a  bifhopric. 

The  merchants   of  this  city  have  not  only  t 
greateil  trade,   ( for  before  the  American  war,  the-  a 
nual  amount  of  the  cuftoms  was  more  than  200,000 
but  they  trade  with  more  independance  on  Londi 
than  any  other  town  in  Britain.     Whatever  expo 
they  make,  they  are  able  to  bring  the  full  retui 
back,  and   difpofe  of  them  at  their  own  port  ;  a 
as  they  have  a  great  trade  abroad,  fo  they  have  ; 
ways  fufficient  buyers  at  home  for  their  returns.  T 
ihopkeepers  at  Brijlol  are  generally  wholefale  mt 
and  maintain  carriers  to  all  the  principal  towns  frci 
Southampton   to  the  banks  of  the  Trent  -,  and  by 
and  the  rivers  Wye  and  Severn,  they  have  the  whole  tn 
of  South  Wales  and  part  of  North  Wales  to  themfelvj 
Their   trade  with   Ireland  is    prodigioully   increa:| 
fince  the  Revolution  j  from  whence  they  import  t 
low,  linen,  woollen  and  bay  yarn.     Their  trade 
the   Weft  Indies,    of  which   they   were   fome  of  tj 
firft  difcoverers  and  adventurers,    is   very   confid 
able  5  as  is  alfo  their  Guinea  trade.    Their  Weft  In, 
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ips  fail  and  arrive  in  fleets.  They  carry  on  the 
utch,  Hamburgh,  Norway,  Eaftland  and  Ruffian 
immerce.  They  fend  fhips  to  Newfoundland  and 
e  Mediterranean,  and  import  great  quantities  of 
ait,  wine  and  oil. 

The  fituation  of  Brijlol,  for  its  convenience  for 
ade,  its  deep  river  (which  is  very  rapid,  and  flows 
)  feet  and  fome times  into  the  ftreets,  and  will  bring 
(hip  of  1000  tons  up  to  Brijlol  bridge)  its  having 
ch  plenty  of  coals  dug  all  around  it,  and  of  Hones 
r  lime,  building  and  paving  ;  and  thefe  and  the 
•als  rendered  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  ;  its  enjoying  the 
■nefits  of  a  mineral  water  ;  the  delightful  and  po~ 
ilous  country  about  it ;  its  falubrious  air  ;  many 
le  land  and  fea  profpecls  ;  well  built  houfes  and- 
mantic  fcenes  ;  always  attracts  the  attention  and 
fpect.  of  travellers  and  foreigners. 
The  greater  part  of  Brijlol  lies  in  a  vale  of  un- 
en  furface,  furrounded  with  pleafant  hills  ;  from 
hich  the  city  and  its  lofty  towers  make  an  auguil 
id  venerable  object:.  This  city  is  faid  very  much 
refemble  old  Rome,  its  plan  being  nearly  circular, 
ith  a  greater  diameter  one  way  than  another,  and 
e  river  cutting  off  about  a  fixth  from  the  reft  j  alfo 
flands  on  feven  hills  (that  to  the  north  being  very 
fty  and  the  houfes  overlooking  the  city  and  coun- 
y)  and  its  river  is  fimilar  to  the  Tyber  in  width 
id  colour. 

Brijlol  has  two  navigable  rivers  running  through 
.  Bri/lol  bridge,  firft  built  more  than  500  years 
50,  and  lately  rebuilt,  is  over  the  Avon ;  confifts  of 
iree  wide  and  lofty  arches  ;  has  a  fine  ftone  ballu* 
rade  on  each  fide,  7  feet  high  \  raifed  foot-ways 
hained  in  ;  two  (kind  of)  domes  at  each  end  for 
)ll-houfes,  and  is  well  lighted  with  lamps.  All  the 
/enues  to  the  bridge  are  widened  and  newly  built  j 
nd  it  prefents  an  agreeable  proipe6t  of  the  new  build- 
igs  in  Bridge-Jlnet^  St.  Nicholas  church,  and  part 

of 
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of  the  river  and  key.  Over  the  river  Froome  is  th 
draw-bridge,  rai  fed  by  a  curious  piece  of  mechanifm 
which  has  alfo  two  arches  of  ftone,  and  an  handfom 
octagon-houfe  at  each  end.  From  hence  the  mips  a 
the  key  appear  as  trees  in  a  foreft.  There  are,  be 
fides,  over  this  river,  twelve  bridges  of  ftone,  an 
four  of  wood.  The  river  Avon  has  a  very  difagree 
able  afpecl:  to  Grangers  at  low  water,  but  when  full 
a  good  effect:.  The  rivers  afford  fome  falmon,  plen 
ty  of  eels,  plaife,  flounders,  and  fand'dabs,  immenf 
quantities  of  elvers,  and  higher  up,  trout,  roche 
and  dace. 

The  key  on  the  rivers  Avon  and  Froome  is  now  com 
pleted,  is  very  noble  and  fpacious,  in  circuit,  up 
wards  of  a  meafured  mile,  and  the  longeft  and  be: 
in  England,  The  great  crane,  the  work  of  the  in 
genious  Mr.  Padmore^  they  fay,  has  not  its  equal  i 
Europe,  All  the  other  cranes  on  the  key,  which  ai 
numerous,  are  of  the  fame  internal  conftrucl:ion. 

On  the  banks  of  the  river  are  feveral  dock-yards 
and  dry  and  floating  docks,  for  building  and  repair 
ing  the  {hipping.  The  merchants  floating  dock 
now  juft  finifhed,  exceeds  in  dimenfions  any  at  Portj 
tnouth  or  Plymouth,  It  is  in  the  road  to  the  Hotvjelh 
About  two  miles  below,  is  a  fine  dock,  capable  o 
containing  150  fliips,  and  a  bafon,  called  Sea-mu 
Dock, 

There  were,  when  I  was  at  Brlftol^  no  lefs  thai 
fifteen  glafs-houfes  in  it;  great  numbers  of  bottle1 
are  ufed  for  lending  the  water  of  St.  Vincent's  rock 
to  all  parts  of  England  and  the  world.  Here  are  alf< 
upwards  of  twenty  large  fugar^-houfes  ;  feveral  tur 
pentine,  fulphur,  and  vitriol  houfes  ;  large  diftille 
ries,  and  brafs  and  iron  founderies  ;  considerable  ma 
nufa£tures  of  woollen  fluffs,  fhalloons,  duroys,  plufh 
fero-es,  filk,  lace,  broad-cloth  and  fail-cloth  ;  parti 
cularly  the  china  manufactory  in  Cajlle-green,  wher 
they  exceed  the  foreign  china,   both  in  figure  anc 

vafe 
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fe,  and  render  it  a  little  cheaper.     On  account  of 
which   require   large  fires,  and  the  great 
ties  cf  ceal  profuiely  burnt  at  Briftol,  there  is 
C         y  a  thick  ioke  over  the  city. 

All  k  perfons  are  free  to  exercile  their  trades 

id  callings  here,  without  moleitation  from  the  cor- 
>ration  ;  and  if  poor,  they  may,  if  they  pleafe,  pur- 
«afe  the  freedom  of  tht  city  for  a  very  moderate 
m. 

Brijiol  is  peopled  with  an  heterogeneous  mixture 
Dm  Wales,  Ireland,  Scotland,  America,  Gloucejler- 
'■re,  Somerfetflure,  and  De'vonJJoire,  the  other  neigh- 
mring  counties,  and  almoft  all  parts  of  England  and 
e  world.  Here  are  people  of  different  countries, 
nguages,  and  religions  ;  fo  that  any  general  cha- 
cleriftic  of  its  inhabitants  cannot  be  given.  Its 
ntry,  merchants,  and  capital  traders,  are  as  polite, 
id  as  fuperb  in  their  town  and  country  houfes, 
uipages,  fervants,  and  amufements,  as  any  in  the 
ngdom.  And  they  cannot  well  be  otherwife,  with 
itb  on  one  fide,  and  the  HoHvells,  a  refort  of  nobi- 
:y  and  gentry,  under  their  eye.  Its  mopkeepers 
e  remarkable  for  their  activity,  induilry,  and  oblig- 
g,  upright,  and  punctual  behaviour  in  their  bufi- 
:fs.  Literature  and  genteel  education  are  much 
dtivated  in  Brijiol',  and  it  abounds  with  agreeable 
omen,  whofe  mode  of  drefs  is  univerfally  approved, 
iople  of  rank  and  education  here,  as  every  where 
fe,  pronounce  with  propriety  ;  but  fome  of  the 
urgeois  fpeak  a  broad  dialed!:,  much  worfe  than  the 
imraon  people  in  the  metropolis,  though  they  are 
)t  willing  to  acknowledge  it. 

The  increafe  of  this  city  on  all  fides,  and  its  new 
nldings  and  improvements,  are  fcarce  credible, 
pwards  of  40CO  houfes  have  been  built  on  new 
undations  fince  the  commencement  of  this  century, 
id  it  is  continually  increafing.  The  internal  and 
ading  parts  of  the  city  are  partly  antique,   high, 

irregular, 
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irregular,  and  projecting,  and  built  of  wood  an 
plaifter,  with  many  houfes,  and  fome  entire  ftreets 
(viz,  Bridge-ftreet,  Clare-Jireet,  and  Unton-Jlreet,)  c; 
brick  and  ftone  ;  and  all  other  kinds  of  buildings  an 
now  prohibited  by  act  of  parliament.  The  heart  c, 
the  city  is  rather  clofely  built,  but  the  ftreets  ar 
now  much  widened  and  improved,  and  feveral  ai; 
totally  rebuilt.  Its  external  parts  are  very  fpacioi*' 
and  agreeable,  elegantly  built  of  brick  and  fton<; 
and  inhabited  by  gentry,  merchants,  and  people  oil 
of  bufinefs.  There  are  parades  and  convenient  an 
ao-reeable  places  to  walk  in  at  almoft  every  parte 
the  town ;  particularly  Reddift-parade,  which  coir 
mands  a  pleafant  profpeel:  of  part  of  the  city  and  ha  f 
bour. 

The  city  has  of  late  years  been  newly  paved,  wii; 
fmooth  pavements  on  the  fides   for  foot-pafTengert: 
executed  very  neatly.     It  has  been  long  lighted  will 
lamps  ;  but  of  late  they  have  been  increafed,  and  tl 
lighting  is  exceeded  only  in  London. 

The  city  has  plenty  of  good  water  from  pub!  I 
pumps  and  conduits;  the  moft  remarkable  of  whid 
is  the  conduit  in  Temple-Jireet,  which  is  of  ftone,  ai 
has  upon  it  a  noble  ftatue  of  Neptune,  much  admire  t 
The  whole  is  inclofed  by  an  iron  pallifade.     Alfo  til 
river  water  is  brought  under  ground  into  every  ftree. 
and  may  be  had  in  every  houfe  for  an   annual  pa; 
ment.     There  are  vaults  or   common  fewers  (he- 
called  goutes)   throughout  the  whole  city  ;  and  \v 
haps  there  is  not  an  houfe  which  has  not  a  comm 
nication  with  the  main  fewers ;  a  provifion  for  clear 
linefs,    not  fo  univerfal  in  any  city  in  the  worl 
Carts  and  waggons  are  ufed  here  as   in  other  place 
with  fome  fledges,  or  drays. 

Moft  of  the  better  fort  of  gentry,  traders,  ai 
medical  men,  keep  carriages  here  ;  and  there  is 
great  number  of  hackney-coaches  to  be  had  at  m 
derate' prices  5  though  there  is  an  utter  impoifibilit 
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1  account  of  the  concourfe,  for  many  to  ftand  in 
e  ftreets.  There  are  daily  ftages  to  Bath,  the  Hot- 
ells,  and  moft  of  the  neighbouring  towns  and  vil- 
ges.     It  is  common  to  fee  upwards  of  1 00. carriages 

the  doors  of  the  theatre  or  concert-room. 

The  theatre  in  King-ftreet  is  about  the  dimenfions 

Drury-lane,  perhaps  rather  lefs ;  but  is  a  perfect 
odel  of  elegance  and  convenience  :  the  internal  part 
und  the  pit  is  femicircular  ;  and  Bri/lol  'md  the  ho- 
>ur  of  leading  this  fafhion  in  England*  The  carv- 
gs,  gildings,  &c.  which  are  very  fimple  and  cor- 
ded, have  a  very  good  effect.    Plays  are  acted  only 

the  fummer,  by  the  King's  fervants  from  both 
»ufes,  for  ftrollers  are  not  admitted  here. 
There  are  many  genteel  houfes  of  entertainment 
I  about  the  city,  with  neat  walks  and  gardens,  and 
ry  good  accommodations.  Convenience  and  ele- 
nce  are  now  attended  to  at  Brijlol,  and  it  affords 
ery  gratification  a  reafonable  perfon  can  defire. 
The  city  library  in  King-ftreet  is  a  handfome  ffone 
lilding,  with  literary  emblems  in  the  front.  It 
ntains  a  copious  and  excellent  collection  of  the  beft 
icient  and  modern  authors.  It  is  reduced  to  a  fyf- 
m,  and  is  continually  augmenting,  by  a  large  num- 
r  of  annual  fubfcribers,  for  purchafing  new  publi- 
tions.  It  has  a  librarian,  who  is  always  a  clergyman. 
The  gates  of  Briftsl,  which  were  fourteen  or  fix- 
en,  are  moftly  demolished.  Temple-gate,  a  modern, 
id  very  noble  triumphal  arch  of  ftone,  with  two 
>fterns,  remains ;  as  does  Newgate,  which  is  the 
ty-gaol  for  felons  and  debtors.  This  prifon  has 
en  enlarged  and  improved  by  act  of  parliament, 
id  is  very  healthy  and  convenient.  It  has  an  hand- 
me  chapel,  and  an  ordinary  to  officiate  in  it.  Alfo 
ridewell- gates,  which  include  a  large  well-built  pri- 
n  on  each  fide  of  the  way,  the  other  city-prifon  for 
>mmitment  and  correction.  St.  Johns  Gate  is  re- 
arkable  for  two  ancient  ftatues  of  the  Kings  Bellnus 
Vol.  II.  M  and 
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and  Brenus,  and  for  its  having  on  it  the  fteeple  c, 
the  adjacent  church,  (in  which  are  fix  bells,)  an; 
on  that  a  ftone  fpire  ;  the  whole  ftructure  i  50  fee 
from  the  ground.  A  piece  of  the  city- wall,  nea 
half  a  mile  in  length,  remains  on  the  Corner fetjhh, 
fide. 

According  to  a  furvey  made  in  1736,  the  city  w<i 
in  circumference  4  miles  and  a  half  on  the  Gloucefier, 
jlrire,  and  2  miles  and  a  half  on  the  SomerfetJhireMi-, 
in  all,  7  miles.     Since  that,  its  houfes  have  been  ir 
creafed  more  than  a  fourth  part,  and  its  dimenfiorj 
enlarged  by   an  act  of  parliament  paffed  laft  yea  j 
The  liberties   now  extend  down  to  the  end  of  th 
buildings   at  Rownam-pajfage,  within  a  bow-fhot  <| 
the  Hotwells.     The  number  of  houfes  in  the  city  i  jj 
felf  is    10,00©,  and  of  inhabitants   6o,oco.      Tlj 
iuburbs  in  both  the  adjacent  counties  are  very  Ian  J 
and  populous  ;  that  without  Lazvford's  Gate  confif 
ing  of  30  ftreets  well  peopled.     The  environs  f< 
about  a  mile  round  the  city  are  uncommonly  thk  f 
fet  with  houfes,  and  very  populous.     And  the  who* 
collection  of  buildings,  including  the  out-parifhes  J 
St,  James,  and  St.  Philip  and  Jacob ;  the  parifhes  1 
St.  George,  Bedminfter,  and  Clifton,  and  the  Hotwet 
greatly  enlarged ;  all  of  which  join  to  the  fuburbs  1 
the  city,  is  computed  to  contain  100,000  fouls. 

The  government  of  this  city  is  administered  by  1 
mayor,  who  is  a  great  officer,  (and  before  the  Am\ 
rican  war  had  1500/.  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  h 
office;  his  falary  is  now  fixed  at  1000/.)  and  fe  1 
dom  or  never  feen  in  the  ftreets,  unlefs  in  his  coacll 
during  his  mayoralty;  twelve  aldermen,  alljufticl 
of  the  peace ;  two  fheriffs,  each  of  whom  is  allow*  I 
4G0/.  during  his  office;  twenty-eight  common-corn  J 
cil,  town-clerk,  deputy  town-clerk,  chamberlaij  jj 
vice-chamberlain,  clerks  of  the  court  of  confcienc. 
under-meriff,  fword-bearer,  &c.  There  are  oth<  - 
Officers  fubjecl  to  the  corporation ;  eight  ferjeants  n 

mac 
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ace,  two  coroners,  criers  of  the  courts,  water- 
iliffs,  key-mafters,  common  cryer,  fchool-m afters, 
srks  of  the  markets,  exchange-keeper,  club-men, 
sffengers,  beadles,  a  city-marfhal,  and  a  good  band 
muficians ;  all  of  whom  have  their  proper  gowns 
d  drelTes,  and  precede  the  corporation  in  procef- 
»ns,  which  they  always  make  in  a  number  of  their 
rn  elegant  coaches.  Gentlemen  of  the  greateft  worth 
d  capital  in  this  city  and  its  environs,  deem  it  an 
mour  to  ferve  this  large  community  in  the  rnagi- 
atical  capacity. 

The  city  is  divided  into  twelve  wards  ;  each  of 
lich  has  an  alderman,  one  chief  conftable,  and 
•elye  others  ;  a  night-conflable,  watchmen,  fca- 
ngers,  lamp-lighters,  round-houfes,  &c.  The 
ard-houfe,  or  barracks  for  foldiers,  is  in  Wine- 
eet. 

The  corporation  have  three  proceilions  in  a  year, 
5.  at  Michaelmas,  when  the  mayor  is  fworn  into 
3  office;  29th  of  May,  and  5th  of  November,  when 
jj  eldeft  fcholar  of  the  city  grammar- fchool,  ftand- 
g  on  a  brafs  pillar  in  the  ftreet,  at  the  Tolzey,  com- 
*morates  the  deliverance  in  a  Latin  oration  to  the 
lyor,  who  attends  to  him  at  the  council-houfe 
or;  and  when  the  declaimer  difmounts,  rewards 
m  with  a  piece  or  pieces  of  gold,  as  Mr.  Mayor 
inks  proper ;  but  the  throng  is  always  fo  great, 
at  very  little  is  heard. 

The  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  hold  feflions 
r  all  capital  and  criminal  caufes  within  the  city  and 
>erties,  which  extend  below  the  mouth  of  the  river 

the  Holmes  in  Brifiol  channel. 

Here  are  upwards  of  thirty  other  incorporations, 

which  the  fociety  of  merchant-venturers  is  the 
oft  refpe&able  ;  confuting  of  fome  of  the  principal 
ntlemen  of  the  city  and  environs,  and  of  the  neigh- 
mring  nobility;  generally  of  the  prime  minifter,  or 
me  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  it  has  been  ho-. 
M  2  noured 
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noured  by  the  names  of  fome  of  the  royal  fam 
lies.  Notwithftanding  its  name,  it  is  not  mere 
a  trading  fociety,  but  formed  for  the  promotion  of  tl 
trade,  commerce,  and  improvement  of  the  city,  ar 
always  acts  in  conjunction  with  the  corporation, 
carrying  on  thefe,  great  ends.  The  merchant-ta^ 
lors,  mercers,  &c.  are  confiderable  bodies  of  peopl 
and  maintain  various  charities. 

Among  the  public  buildings,  v/e  may  reckon  tl 
Exchange  in  Corn-Jlreet,  which  cofl  50,000/.  w 
opened  1743,  anc*  ls  efteemed  the  completeft  of  i 
kind  in  Europe.  Its  front  is  11©  feet,  depth  148,  ai 
is  made  capable  of  containing  1440  perfons.  T. 
place  for  the  merchants  is  a  periftile  of  the  Corlntht 
order,  80  feet  in  breadth,  and  90  in  length.  T 
whole  building,  infide  and  outfide,  is  of  flone.  T 
places  betv/een  the  capitals  of  the  columns  and  pik 
ters  in  the  front,  are  filled  with  feftoons,  which  r 
prefent  Great  Britain  and  the  four  quarters  of  t 
world,  with  the  chief  produces  and  manufactures 
every  country.  Before  the  Exchange^  and  en  t 
Tolzey,  are  fome  of  the  old  brafs  pillars,  ufed  f 
tran facing  bufinefs  before  the  Exchange  was  built. 

The  P  oft- office  is  an  elegant  and  convenient  ftoj 
Itructure,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  Exchange.  Its  a: 
jiual  revenue  is  10, coo/. 

The  Council-houfe  was  built  1701,  and   is  a  go* 
Hone   building,    with   niches   in  the  front.     But 
wants   another  ftory,  and  fome  turret  or  dome, 
indicate  it  a  public  building.     From   the  ftreet  y< 
enter  a  public  hail,  in  which  the  mayor,  or  two  or  thr 
of  the  aldermen,  attend   every  day  from  12  to  3, 
adminifter  juftice  to  the  crowds  who  refort  to  it.   He 
the  courts  of  confeience  and  of  common-council  a 
held  ;  here  is  the  chamberlain's  office  ;  here  the  ci 
attornies  and  clerks  are  conftantly  employed,  and  tl 

public  buikeft  *n°ftly  tranfa&ed.    In  the  counci 
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lambers  are  fome  fine  portraits  and  pictures  of  royal 
id  other  auguft  and  honourable  perfonages. 

The  Guildhall,  in  Broad-Jireet,  is  an  ancient  Gothic 
.aiding ;  has  in  the  middle  of  the  front  a  flatue  of 
harks  II.  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  flatue  are  the  win- 
3ws  of  the  hall ;  and  on  the  north,  the  great  Gothic 
indow  of  St.  George's  chapel,  in  which  the  mayor 

chofen.  The  hall  is  large,  lofty,  and  very  con- 
gruent.; has  an  huftings  and  galleries  for  the  au- 
.ence  at  each  end.  The  building  takes  up  a  deal  of 
round,  and  contains  feveral  neceffary  rooms  for  of- 
ces  and  juries,  and  a  houfe  for  the  keeper.  Here 
•e  held  the  general  gaol-delivery,  court  of  Niji 
Wax,  of  quarter-feflions,  the  fheriffs  courts,  and 
e&ions  for  members. 

The  Cuftom-houfe  in  <j$ueer?%-fauare  is  a  noble  brick 
lilding,  with  a  piazza  of  flone  pillars  of  the  Ionic 
'der  before  it.     The  long-room,  where  the  bufinefs 

done,  is  inferior  in  fize  to  few  rooms  in  the  king- 
om. 

The  djjembly-room  in  Prlncefs-Jlreet,  for  balls  and 
Dncerts,  is  about  90  feet  long,  and  a  lofty  highly- 
niflied  receptacle.  It  is  of  {lone  ;  has  a  magnificent 
ont,  a  ruftic  bafement,  fupporting  double  pillars  of 
le  Corinthian  order,  crowned  by  an  open  pediment, 
nder  which  is  this  infcription  :  "  Curas  Clthara 
)Uit."  It  has  a  mafler  of  the  ceremonies,  diftinct 
rom  the  Hotwelh. 

The  Merchants  Hall,  in  the  fame  flreet,  is  a  very 
apacious  flruelure  of  ftone,  inclofed  by  a  grand  iron 
allifade,  and  has  a  curious  front.  It  confifts  of  a 
ight  of  magnificent  rooms,  and  is  one  of  the  firfl 
lalls  in  England. 

The  Coopers  Hall,  in  King-Jlreet,  has  a  very  fuperb 
ront,  with  four  noble  columns  of  the  Corinthian 
>rder,  an  attic  flory,  and  lofty  pediment,  well  de- 
erving  the  attention  of  a  ftranger. 

Merchant-taylors  Hall,  Broad-Jlreet,  is  a  free-ftone 
M  3  building, 
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building,  near  70  feet  long,  and  breadth  proportioi 
able. 

There  are  feveral  handfome  ftreets  and  fquares 
Brijiol.  In  the  great  fquare  called  Queen's,  tl 
houfes  are  uniformly  built  of  brick  and  ftone.  C 
the  fides  are  coach-ways,  and  about  it  a  fpacio 
walk  fhaded  with  trees  ;  in  the  middle,  a  fine  eque 
trian  ftatue  of  William  III.  done  by  the  fame 
Ryfirack.  King' 's- fquare  is  fpacious,  pleafant,  on  ; 
agreeable  Hope,  and  better  lighted  with  lamps  th; 
Queen's.  St.  James,  Brunfwick,  Somerfet,  and  Dou 
fquares,  are  all  well  built  and  inhabited. 

College-green,  in  which  ftands  the  cathedral  churc  j 
is  a  kind  of  triangle,  furrounded  with  good  building  i 
is  laid  out  in  feveral  agreeable  walks,  fhaded  wi 
trees,  and  is  much  frequented.     The  cathedral,  dj 
dicated   to  the   Holy  Trinity,  was   founded   in  t 
reign  of  King  Stephen,   1140,  by  Robert  Fitzhardin 
fon  to  a  king  of  Denmark,  whofe  monument  is  ji 
within  the  door.     The  church  is  in  length  175  fee 
the  height  of  the  tower  130,  which  is  fquare,  bulk 
well  ornamented,  has  four  fmall  pinacles,  and  is  1 
confiderable  object  in  and  about  the  city. 

The  church,  though  not  large,  has  many  Got). 
beauties  within,  and  a  noble  organ.  It  is  adorn 
with  paintings,  painted  windov/s,  and  feveral  elega 
monuments,  ancient  and  modern.  Behind  the  chun 
is  a  cloifter,  in  which  are  the  entrances  to  the  libra 
and  Bijhcp's-palace. 

There  remains,  a  little  to  the  weft  of  the  church. 
moft  beautiful  Gothic  gateway,  which  has  four  ftatu 
on  each  fide  the  gate-houfe,  of  King  Henry,  & 
Over  the  gate,  on  the  north  fide,  is  the  followii 
ancient  inscription,  entire,  and  perfectly  legible  : 

Rex  Henricus  Secundus,  &  Dominus  Robertus,  fill 
Hardingi,  filii  Regis  Dacise,  hujus  monajlerii^  prh 
fundatores  extiteruni, 

Tl 
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The  church  of  St.  Mark,  oppofite  the  cathedral, 
ras  anciently  a  collegiate  church,  founded  by  the 
r -aunts,  whole  tombs  are  to  be  feen  in  the  aile.  It 
>  the  mayor's  chapel ;  has  a  fine  organ,  a  pleafant 
ing  of  bells,  and  a  curious  Gothic  window  to  the 
treet. 

The  churches  in  Brijlol  are  all  neat,  beautifully 
ecorated,  and  worthy  a  traveller's  attention.  The 
lonuments  and  infcriptions  of  thofe  buried  in  them 
re  carefully  preferved  \  a  practice  fcandaloufly  ne- 
;lec~ted  aimoft  every  where  elfe  in  England. 
'  Among  the  parifh-churches,  we  may  notice  that 
>f  St.  Mary  Redclift,  which  Camden  efteems,  on  all 
iccounts,  the  fineft  parifh-church  in  the  kingdom, 
t  has  a  grand  afcent  to  it  by  ftone  fteps ;  is  a  large 
md  ftately  edifice,  and  executed  in  the  very  perfec- 
ion  of  Gothic  architecture.  It  has  a  fine  tower  or 
leeple,  near  200  feet  to  the  cock,  which  is  very 
!  arge  ;  has  a  fonorous  peal  of  eight  bells,  the  heavier!: 
•  n  Briftol  and  thefe  parts.  The  tenor  is  between  50 
i »nd  60  hundred  weight.  In  the  church  is  a  large 
jind  fine  organ  j  the  celebrated  altar-piece,  painted 
3y  Hogarth;  and  many  curious  monuments,  par- 
ticularly one  for  the  founder  William  Cannings, 
imerchant,  and  five  times  mayor  of  BriJloL  And  an- 
other for  Sir  William  Penn,  Knt.  Vice- Admiral  of 
England,  the  father  of  William  Penn  the  Quaker, 
who  was  a  native  of  Brijlol.  Temple- church,  in  Tern- 
ple-Jlreet,  is  remarkable  for  its  leaning  tower,  which, 
when  the  bells,  which  are  eight,  ring,  moves,  as 
Camden  exprefies  it,  "  hue  fcsf  illuc."  St.  Nicholas 
church,  at  the  bridge,  is  one  of  the  fineft  modern 
rooms  that  can  be  feen,  of  100  feet  long,  55  broad, 
and  without  a  pillar.  In  its  tower  is  a  deep  and  mu- 
fical  peal  of  eight  bells,  which  are  rung  every  Thurf- 
day  evening  at  8  o'clock.  On  the  tower  is  a  beautiful 
fpire  202  feet  high.  All  Saints  church  is  remarkable 
for  its  elegant  ftone  dome,  or  lanthorn,  and  the  mo- 
M  4  nument 
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nument  of  Edward  Colfton ,  Efq;    C?£r//?-church,  fc 
its  lofty  fpire,  mufical  peal  of  ten  bells,  and  for  th  ' 
two  ftatues  of  men  in   armour,  on  the  fouth  fide  c 
the  church,    who  flrike  the  quarters  on  bells ;    Si 
Stephen's,  in  Clare-Jlreet,  for  its  curious  Gothic  towe 
and  pinacles,  of  150  feet  high ;  and  for  having  it' 
furniture,  pews,  pulpit,  altar-piece,  and  even  doors i 
of  mahogany  ;    St.    James's,  for  its  altar-piece  an 
organ  ;    and  St.  Michael's?  lately  built  and  opened' 
for  its  elgant  fimplicity.     There  is  a  very  fine  organ  J 
-loft   at   St.  Ihomas's  church,    worth  notice.      Th  ] 
churches  in  Briftol  are  remarkable  for  handfome  mo  I 
nutrients-,  and  good  bells  and  organs.     In  the  cit; 
are  17  parifhes,  ]8  churches,  and  5  chapels  ;  and  ii 
the  fuburbs,  2  churches,  and  1  chapel  of  the  efla 
blifhed  religion,  in  all   26;  and   15  meeting-houfe  I 
and  chapels  for  DilTenters,  including  Lady  Hunting 
dons  chapel. 

The  parifh  of  St.  James  is  fo  prodigioufly  increafec 
of  late  years,  in  handfome  flreets  and  houfes,  as  t( 
exceed  feveral  of  our  cities  and  large  towns,  both  ii 
buildings  and  inhabitants. 

The  hofpitals  and  charitable  foundations  in  this 
city,  (among  which  are  thofe  of  Edward  Colfton^ 
Efq;  that  great  benefactor  to  the  city,  to  whofe  me- 
mory November  13,  is  annually  obferved  with  great 
iblemnity,  all  the  bells  in  the  city  being  rung  muf- 
fled,) are  fo  numerous,  that  I  muft  content  myfeli 
with  only  a  fuperficial  account  of  the  moft  noted. 

I.  St.  Peter's  hofpital  in  Peter-Jlreet  is  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  charity,  for  fuperannuated  perfons,  orphans, 
ideots,  and  lunatics  ;  daily  makes  more  than  400 
beds,  and  is  fupported  by  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants. 
2.  The  Brijiol  Infirmary  in  Earl-Jlreet,  St.  James's, 
is  an  extenfive  ftone  building,  with  wings,  and  a 
fpacious  court  before  it.  It  is  an  unlimited  charity, 
fupported  by  donations  and  annual  fubfcriptions ; 
has  150  in,  and  numerous  out  patients.     3.  Colfton 's 

hofpital, 
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>fpital,  in  St.  Augufline\  Back,  for  maintaining  and 
ucating  100  boys,  for  (even  years  each,  and  ap- 
enticing  them   with    10/.   a  piece.     This  charity 
.ft  the  founder  40  or  50  thoufand  pounds.     4.  The 
'ty  Free-grammar -fchool,    in    Orchard- fireet,  for   in- 
-u&ing  citizens  fons   in  Latin  and  Greek,  founded 
t  Robert  Thome,  has  two  fellowfhips  in  St.  Johns- 
liege,  Oxon,  and  five  exhibitions.     It  is  largely  en- 
wed,  and  is   now  perhaps  the   firft  fchool  in  the 
eft  of  England.     5.   Another   Free  Grammar-fchool9 
rer  the  bridge  in  Redclift  church.     6.  Colfton 's  Alms- 
ufe,  on  St.  Michael's  hills,  for  12  men  and  12  wo- 
en.     The  front  and  fides  are  of  free-ftone  ;  it  has  a 
^at  chapel,  and  chaplain,  who  reads  prayers  twice  a 
day.     This  charity  coft  the  founder   25,000/.     7. 
ueen  Elizabeth,  or  The  City -hofpital,  for  clothing, 
aintaining,     and   educating   50    boys.     8.    Fojter's 
Ims-houfes,  and  chapel,   in  Steep-Jlreet,  for  14  men 
id  women.     9.    The    Pre/byterian   Alms-houfe    and 
larity-fchool,  in  Stokes-croft,  for  clothing  and  edu- 
iting  30  boys,  and  for  12  old  v/omen  ;  a  very  good 
lildmg.      10.    The  Merchants  Hofpital,    in  King- 
reet,  for  feamen  and  feamens  widows.      11.  Mer- 
wnt-taylors  Hofpital,  in  Merchant-ftreet*      12.  Rid- 
y's  Hofpital,  in  Milk- fir eet,  for  old  bachelors  and 
iaids,  a  ftone  building,   well   endowed.     13.  The 
led  Maids  School,  for  40  girls,  in  College-green,     14- 
'olflon's  Charity -fchool,  in  Temple-Jlreet,  for  inftruc"t~ 
:ig  and   clothing  40  boys.      15.  Elbridge's  Charity - 
hool,  in  St.  Michael's  Hill,   for  boys  and  girls.     16. 
Quakers   Work-houfe  and   fchool.       17.  Dr.   White%% 
lofpital,  in  Tc?nple-Jlrect,  for  old  men.      18.  Trinity- 
ofpital,  in  the   Old  Market,  which,  v/ith  the  other 
i:hools,  hofpitals,  and  charitable  inftitutions,  amount 
3  52.     There   is   rifen  annually   for  the  poor,  and 
ther   charitable   inftitutions,    upwards  of  2©, 000  /. 
ind  there  are   1500   perfons  in    the  city  and  fub- 
rbs  who  live  entirely  on  public   charity  y   befides 
M  5  above 
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above  6000  others,  who  are  partially  maintained  an< 
affifted  with  money  or  medicines. 

The  general  market  has  a  grand  entrance  fror 
High-Jlreet,  of  ftone  ;  confifting  of  a  lofty  gate,  tw< 
pofterns,  a  gatehoufe,    crowned  by  a  turret.     Th 
market  confifts  principally  of  rows  for  butchers,  an 
three  piazzas  for  poultry,  cheefe  and  butter,    &ci 
of  which  the  middle  is  exceeding  noble  :  there  ar 
very   convenient  flails  for  vegetables.     The  marke 
for  its  conftru&ion,  van:  plenty  and  conftant  thron 
on  market  days,  can  fcarcely  be  equalled.  St.  James 
market  in  Vnion-Jlreet,  and  the  Welch  market  at  King 
ftreet,  are  very  neat  and  convenient ;  the  latter  is  j 
curiofity,    being  fquare,    having  its  roof  fupporte  1 
only  by  fixteen   pillars,  an  iron  pallifade  round  it 
and  a  turret  on  the  top,  and  is  juft  flnifhed.     Thei : 
is   an  aftontfhing  plenty  and  variety  of  provifion? 
fruits  and  vegetables,  in  the  markets  of  Brijlol,  un 
known  out  of  the  weft  of  England,  as  is  the  rea 
fonable  prices  at  which  they  are  fold. 

Near  the  ftreet  called  St.  Michael's  hill,  on  th 
very  top  of  the  north  part  of  Brijlol,  is  the  houfe  c 
nomas  Tyndale,  Efq;  built  of  ftone,  with  three  fin 
fronts  to  the  park  ;  which  is  one  of  the  beft  fre 
quented  walks  of  Briftol,  and  has  indefcribable  beau  I 
ties.  Beneath  is  the  vale  to  the  weft  of  College-green  , 
in  which  are  feen  many  new  ftreets  and  buildings.  T 
the  north  of  thefe  buildings  and  oppofite  the  park 
is  Brandon-hill,  a  kind  of  conic  eminence,  whicl 
commands  a  moft  admirable  profpecl:  of  great  par 
©f  the  city,  Dundry  hill  and  tower,  beautiful  village 
of  Clifton,  the  Downs  and  Welch  mountains,  King] 
wood  and  Bath,  and  the  river  Avon. 

Underneath  this  and  Clifton  hills,  the  building 
are  continued  from  Br'iftol  to  the  Hot-wells,  whicl 
is  fo  increafed  of  late  as  to  become  a  handfome  town 
It  has  a  decent  fquare,  two  or  three  parades,  a  hand- 
fome chapel  and  prayers  every  day  \  two  affembl) 
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ooms,  the  long  room,  and  other  rooms,  which 
ront  each  other,  and  are  large,  elegant  and  com- 
nodious.  They  have  balls  and  public  breakfafts 
Iternately,  and  card  playing  every  night. 

There  are  convenient  and  magnificent  lodgings 
lere,  and  at  the  delightful  village  of  Clifton,  on  the 
li  1 1  above,  which  is  full  of  gentlemens  feats ;  that 
f  Gabriel  Goldney,  Efq;  a  quaker,  has  a  pretty  grotto 
a  the  garden  and  other  curiofities. 

There  is  a  fhaded  parade  or  walk,  by  the  well- 
oufe  for  the  company,  though  not  large  enough : 
/hen  the  river  is  full,  and  the  fhips  are  carried  up 
nd  down  by  the  tide,  paffing  through  the  meadows 
nd  trees,  or  between  the  rocks,  the  profpecl:  is  en- 
hanting. 

The  well-houfe  has  a  fmall  piazza,  and  a  hand- 
)tne  and  very  pleafant  pump  room,  clofe  by  the 
rater  fide  ;  where  the  river  makes  its  entrance  be- 
.veen  thofe  ftupendous  cliffs  of  rocks,  which  feem 
->  have  been  torn  afunder  by  a  violent  earthquake, 
r  the  general  deluge  ;  between  high  and  low  water 
lark,  the  fpring  rifes  perpendicularly  out  of  the 
3ck  in  the  floping  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  foot  of 
le  cliff,  on  which  once  flood  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
t.  Vincent^  from  which  the  rock  and  well  take  their 
ame.  The  pumps  raife  the  water  up  thirty  feet 
igh  in  the  centre  of  a  houfe  called  the  Pu?np  Room, 
fhofe  thick  wall  keeps  off  the  tide  from  the  fpring. 
"he  water  is  drank  chiefly  in  the  fummer  months. 
7here  is  a  band  of  mufic  every  morning  at  the  Pump 
loom,  and  a  matter  of  the  ceremonies,  to  conduct  all 
he  concerns  of  the  place,  who  is  diftinguifhed  by  a 
old  medal  at  his  breaft. 

<c  The  water  is  impregnated  by  the  lime  ftone 
uarries  with  a  foft  alcalious  quality,  with  fome 
/eak  impregnation  of  fulphur,  v/ith  nitre  or  fea  fait, 
nd  perhaps  a  flight  touch  of  iron.  Thefe  prin- 
iples  by  chemical  procefies  and  mixtures,  are  dif- 
M  6  covered 
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covered  in  fome  fmall  proportion  in  the  waters,  which 
are  of  an  agreeable,  not  fickly  warmth.  They  are 
excellent  in  all  fcorbutic  and  nervous  atrophies,  in 
hectics,  diabetes,  weak  lungs,  all  inflammations  in 
any  part,  all  preternatural  evacuations,  acrid  juices 
and  vifcid  blood  ;  and  in  the  nrft  ftages  of  a  phthifis 
pulmonum  ;  and  if  early  had  recourfe  to  and  long 
'continued,  with  a  low,  cooling,  and  nutritive  re- 
gimen, would  probably  flop  the  growth  and  caufes 
of  moil:  chronical  diftempers." 

Out  of  the  rocks  beyond  the  hot  wells,  are  dug 
the  Brtftol  ftones,  fome  of  which  are  as  hard  and 
tranfparent  as  diamonds  :  there  are  variety  of  agree- 
able rides  and  fine  profpe6ts  all  around  the  wells  : 
and  particularly  on  Clifton  and  Durdham  Downs. 
which  are  lofty,  being  level  from  the  tops  of  tht 
rocks.  Thefe  are  covered  with  a  conftant  verdure  al 
the  year,  and  abound  in  odoriferous  plants  and  herbs 
which  breathe  a  pleafant  favor.  On  thefe  Down, 
the  company  daily  take  the  air  in  coaches  and  01 
horfeback  ;  and  here  and  at  King's  Wefton  Hill,  '< 
mile  or  two  nearer  the  fea,  command  a  beautifu 
profpecl  of  the  fhips  lying  at  anchor  in  King-road. 
off  the  Briftol  channel,  and  part  of  South  V/ales 
enjoying  at  the  fame  time  the  benefit  of  the  fea  air 
which  affords  a  conftant  breeze,  even  in  the  hottef 
weather,  and  ftrengthens  and  refremes  the  lungs. 

Briftol  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  Lord  Hervey 
fends  two  members  to  parliament ;  has  two  grea 
fairs,  March  1,  and  September  1  ;  each  of  whicl 
1  aft  near  a  fortnight:  nine  markets  for  flefh,  fifti 
poultry,  vegetables,  corn,  cattle  and  leather  3  nea; 
5CO  ftreets,  fquares,  lanes  and  paffages  ;  40  place; 
of  worihip  ;  five  banks  or  companies  of  bankers 
and  four  prifons.  The  length  of  the  city  and  fub- 
urbs  from  the  end  of  Lawrence  hill  eaft,  to  Rownan 
paffage  weft,  is  more  than  three  miles  ;  and  it: 
breadth  from  Stokes  Croft  north,  to  Bedminfter  turn- 
8  pi* 
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pike  fouth,  is  two  miles  and  a  half,  the  whole  fe- 
yen  or  eight  miles  in  circumference  It  is  the  ca- 
pital key  and  great  mart  of  the  weftern  parts ;  after 
our  auguft  metropolis,  it  is  the  largeft,  moft  popu- 
lous and  flourifhing  place  in  the  ifland,  and  one  of 
the  principal  cities  of  Europe. 

From  hence  I  had  thoughts  of  coafling  the  marines 
or  border  of  Wales,  efpecially  South-Wales,  by  tracing 
the  rivers  Wye  and  Lug,  in  Monmouthjhire  and  Here- 
ford/hire-,  but  changed  my  mind  on  oceafion  of  the 
danger  of  the  ferries  over  the  Severn.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  refolved  to  follow  the  courfe  of  this  famous 
river,  by  which  I  mould  necefTarily  fee  the  richeft, 
moft  fertile,  and  moft  agreeable  part  of  England,  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  only  excepted,  from  Durdham- 
Down,  which  is  a  vaft  height  above  the  river,  and 
hangs  as  it  were  over  it,  giving  a  moft  romantic  view, 
efpecially  of  mips  palling,  &c. 

From  Erijiol,  weft,  you  enter  the  county  of  Glou- 
cejler  ;  and,  keeping  the  Avon  in  view,  you  fee  Hung" 
Road,  where,  and  at  King-Road,  the  mips  generally 
take  their  departure,  as  ours  at  London  do  from 
Grave/end,  and  where  they  notify  their  arrival,  as 
ours  for  London  do  in  the  Downs.  The  firft  lies 
within  the  Avon,  the  laft  in  the  Severn.  From  Kings- 
Wejlon  near  this  place  is  an  exceeding  fine  view  of 
Hungread  and  the  Brijlol  channel,  a  part  of  Wales 
on  one  fide,  Somerfetjhire  on  the  other,  and  Denny 
ifland  in  the  middle ;  below  is  the  feat  of  Lord  Clif- 
ford, and  on  the  right  the  mouth  of  the  Severn. 
;  Below  Hungroad  is  Pill,  a  port  town  and  conve- 
nient bay  for  mipping. 

As  we  turn  north  towards  Gloucejler,  we  lofe  the 
fight  of  the  Avon,  and,  in  about  two  miles,  ex- 
change it  for  an  open  view  of  the  Severn  Sea,  which 
you  fee  on  the  weft  fide,  and  which  feems  there  as 
broad  as  the  ocean  j  except  that  there  are  two  fmall 
iflands  in  it,  and  that  looking  N.  W.  you  plainly 
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difcern  the  coaft  of  South-Wales ;  and  particularly, 
a  little  nearer  hand,  the  more  of  Monmouthjhire. 
Then,  as  you  go  on,  the  fhores  begin  to  draw  to- 
wards one  another,  and  the  coafts  to  lie  parallel  ;  fo 
that  the  Severn  appears  to  be  a  plain  river,  or  an  ] 
JEftuarium,  fomewhat  like  the  Humher,  or  as  the 
Thames  is  at  the  Nore,  being  from  four  to  five  and 
fix  miles  over  ;  and  is  indeed  a  moft  raging  and  fu- 
rious kind  of  fea.  This  is  occafioned  by  thofe  vio- 
lent  tides  called  the  Bore,  which  flow  here  fome- 
times  fix  or  feven  feet  at  once,  rolling  forward  like 
a  mighty  wave,  fo  that  the  ftern  of  a  veflel  fhall  on 
a  fudden  be  lifted  up  fix  or  feven  feet  upon  the  wa- 
ter, when  the  head  of  it  is  fa  ft  aground.  The  fame 
is  likewife  obfervable  at  Bridgwater  and  Chepfiozu. 

After  coafting  the  more  about  four  miles  farther, 
the  road   being  by  the   low  falt-marfhes  kept  at  a 
dfftance  from  the  river,  we   came  to  Auft  ferry,  fa  i 
named  from  a  little  dirty  village  called  Auft  -,  near 
which  you  come  to  take  boat. 

This  ferry  lands  you  at  Beachly  in  Gloucefterjhire  j 
fo  that  on  the  one  fide  it  is  called  Auft  Pajjage,  and 
on  the  other  fide  Beachly  PaJJage.  From  whence  you 
go  by  land  three  little  miles  to  Chepftow,  a  large 
port- town  on  the  river  Wye.  But  of  that  port  I 
fhall  fay  more  in  its  place.  • 

Here  is  a  good  neat  chapel,  with  an  high  tower 
at  the  weft  end,  adorned  with  pinacles. 

This  place  is  memorable  from  a  circumflance  in 
the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.  who,  being  here,  invited 
Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  on  the  other  fide, 
to  come  over  and  confer  with  him,  and  fettle  fome 
matters  in  difpute  between  them  :  but  the  Prince  re* 
fufed,  and  the  King  thereupon  crofted  over  to  him, 
who,  in  a  rapture  of  generofity,  leaped  into  the  wa- 
ter, to  receive  the  King  in  his  boat,  telling  him, 
his  humility  had  conquered  his  pride,  and  his  wifdom 
triumphed  over  his  folly. 

Thorn- 
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Tbombury  is  a  market- town,  and  hath  a  cuftomary 
mayor  and  12  aldermen  ;  and  was  given  by  William  I. 
to  the  famous  Fitz  Hammon.  Here  are  the  founda- 
tions of  a  large  caftle,  defigned,  but  never  finifhed, 
by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  King  Henry  VIII. 's 
time.  Here  is  a  fpacious  church,  built  cathedral- 
wife,  with  an  high  and  beautiful  tower  5  and  alfo 
a  free-fchool  and  four  alms-houfes. 

On  the  right  lies  Wotton,  a  pretty  market-town, 
governed  by  a  mayor  elected  annually  at  the  court- 
leet.  It  is  famous  for  its  clothing  trade.  The 
church  is  large,  and  hath  two  wide  ailes,  and  an  high 
handfome  tower,  adorned  with  battlements  and  pi- 
nacles.  There  are  in  it  divers  tombs,  monuments, 
and  infcriptions,  chiefly  for  the  family  of  Berkely. 
Here  are  a  free-fchool  and  fome  charity-houfes. 

Directly  north  of  this  town  lies  Durjley,  a  good 
clothing  and  market-town,  governed  by  a  bailiff, 
and  four  conftables  ;  and  has  been  formerly  noted  for 
fharp,  over-reaching  people  ;  from  whence  arofe  a 
proverbial  faying  of  a  tricking  man,  He  is  a  man  of 
Durfley.  The  church  is  good,  hath  two  ailes,  and 
an  handfome  fpire. 

Turning  north-weft  we  came  to  Berkeley,  &  noted 
town,  fo  called  from  Berk,  a  beech,  and  Leasy 
pafture.  It  is  the  largeft  parilh  in  the  county,  and 
con fifts  of  rich  meadow  grounds;  and  above  30  pa- 
rifhes  depend  on  this  manor,  for  which  a  fee-farm 
rent  was  paid,  in  King  Henry  II. 's  time,  of  500/. 
17 s.  2d,  which  fhews  the  vaft  extent  and  value  of 
this  eftate.  It  belongs  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Berkeley^ 
who  is  alfo  Baron  of  Durjley,  Adjoining  to  this  town, 
is  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Berkeley,  a  magnificent  though 
antique  building,  and  the  ancient  feat  of  this  noble 
family,  from  whence  it  derives  its  name  as  well  as 
title,  ever  fince  the  time  of  King  Henry  II.  who 
gave  it  to  Robert  Fitzharding,  who  aflumed  the  name 
of  Berkeley*    King  Edward 'II,  of  England,  as  all  our 
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writers  agree,  was  murdered  in  this  caftle  ;  as  King 
Richard  II.  was  in  that  of  Pontefracl  in  Torkjhire; 
but  I  refer  to  our  hiilorians,  and  Mr.  Gray's  ex- 
quifite  ode,  for  thefe  horrid  fa£ts.  They  {hew  the 
apartments,  where  they  fay  that  King  was  a  pri- 
foner  ;  but  they  do  not  admit,  that  he  was  killed 
there.  The  place  is  rather  ancient  than  pleafant  or 
healthful,  lying  low,  and  near  the  water.  Here 
is  a  large,  fpacious  church,  with  an  aile  on  each 
fide,  and  a  chapel  adjoining,  which  is  the  burial-  | 
place  of  the  family,  a  neat  venry,  and  a  ftrong  high 
tower. 

On  the  right  of  the  road  is  Stanley,  a  little  mar- 
ket-town, where  was  formerly  a  priory,  the  ruins 
whereof  flill  appear.  The  church  is  built  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  with  a  tower  in  the  middle. 

A  noble    improvement   has   been    made    in    thefe  I 
parts  ;   for  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  has  nnifhed  a  great  | 
bulwark  at  Frampton  upon  Severn,  near   this   place, 
called  Hock-Crib,   the  defign  of  which  is  to  enforce  I 
the   river   Severn   by    Art's- Point,    into   its    former 
channel. 

From  Frampton  the  flowing  tide  runs  in  a  ftrait 
line  for  about  four  miles  in  length  weftward,  with  J 
fuch  rapidity,  that,  on  its  reaching  the  foot  of  an  , 
hill,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  ancient  foreft  of  Deany 
and  turning  round  to  the  northward,  it  gathers  into 
an  head,  that  looks  like  an  high  weir  acrofs  the 
river's  breadth ;  bearing  every  thing  before  it,  till  it 
comes  to  Newnham's  Nob  ;  a  natural  bulwark,  which 
turns  the  torrent  fo  to  the  eaflward,  that,  when 
it  reaches  the  north  of  Frampton,  the  land  between 
the  two  parts  of  the  river  is  but  about  a  mile  in 
breadth. 

Newnham  is  an  ancient  town -corporate,  the  fvvord 
of  ftate  being  ftill  preferved  there,  which  King  John 
gave  them  with  their  charter ;  and  the  place  is  re- 
markable for  its  having  been  the  firil  fortification, that 
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ras  raifed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Severn  againil  the 
Veljh;  for  its  having  been  the  manor  by  which  the 
reat  place  of  high  conftable  Oil  England  was  held, 
own  to  the  execution  of  Edward  Stafford  Duke  of 
'uckingham,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1 521,  and  for  its 
aving  giving  rife  to  the  art  of  making  glafs  in  Eng- 
md;  the  remains  of  the  firfi  glafs-houfes  that  were 
"e6ted  in  the  kingdom  being  frill  to  be  feen  here, 
"he  town  confiits  of  little  more  than  one  long 
reet  running  north  and  fouth,  and  built  upon  the 
igh  fnore  of  the  Severn*  It  has  a  vale  on  the  back 
F  it,  and  is  defended  on  that  fide  with  a  great  bank 
:  earth,  which  makes  a  moil  agreeable  terrace- 
a'lk. 

The  forefr.  of  Dean  once  contained  30,000  acres 
r  land,  being  20  miles  long,  and  fo  full  of  wood, 
tat  it  was  very  dangerous  to  travel  through  it.  Its 
tk  was  famous  for  fliipping,  the  glory  of  our  own, 
id  fo  much  the  envy  of  other  nations,  that  the  fa- 
ous  Spanijh  Armada  had  it  in  fpecial  charge  to  burn 
.  The  great  number  of  iron  forges  near  it  has 
"eatly  lelTened,  though  not  corifumed,  the  wood, 
hich  is  flill  preferved  with  much  care.  It  is  fubjecl: 
>  foreft-laws  ;  and  the  iron-miners  have  here  a 
jurt  alfo. 

From  hence  to  Gloucefter  is  all  a  rich  country,  and 
fine  river,  but  narrower,  as  you  go  northward,  till, 
little  fhort  of  Glouce/ter,  it  ceafes  to  be  navigable 
f  fhips  of  burden,  but  continues  to  be  fo,  by  large 
irges,  above  ico  miles  farther,  not  reckoning  the 
irnings  and  windings  of  the  river  ;  befides  that  it 
:ceives  feveral  large  and  navigable  rivers. 
Gloucefter  (called  by  the  Britons,  Caer-gloyw,  i.  e. 
he  bright  City ;  and,  in  imitation  of  it,  Clevum,  by  the 
.omans)  abounds  much  with  crofTes  and  fcatues  of 
le  Kings  of  England,  and  has  an  handfome  profpec~fc 
:  fteeples.  In  the  civil  wars,  when  it  held  out  vi- 
Jroufly  againfr.  King  Charles  I.  and  was  then  very 
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ftrong,  it  fufFered  much;  for  its  n  churches  wen 
then  reduced  to  5,  and  all  its  walls  and  works  wer  , 
demolifhed.     The  city  is  but  indifferently  built ;  bu 
there  is  a  large  ftone  bridge  oyer  the  Severn,  the  firi  | 
next  the  fea. 

The  old  Proverb,  As  fur e  as  God's  at  Gloucefteiij 
certainly  alluded  to  the  great  number  of  churche 
and  religious  foundations  here  ;  for  you  can  fcarc  > 
walk  part,  ten  doors  but  fomewhat  of  that  fort  oc 
curs. 

The  cathedral  is  an  old  venerable  pile,  built  b' 
Aldred,  Bifhop  of  Worcejler,  afterwards  Archbifho 
of  York.  The  tower  is  considered  as  the  moft  beau 
tiful  ftru&ure  of  the  kind  in  England.  The  cho 
is  finely  vaulted  at  top,  and  the  Ladies  chapel,  whic 
extends  to  the  eaft  window,  is  very  magnificen 
On  the  north-fide  lies  the  unfortunate  King  Ec 
ward  II.  in  an  alabafter  tomb.  Out  of  the  abur 
dance  of  pious  offerings  to  his  remains,  the  religioi 
built  this  choir ;  and  the  votaries  to  his  mrine,  ft 
fome  time  after  his  death,  could  hardly  find  room  i 
the  town. 

Before  the  high  altar,  in  the  middle  of  the  churcl 
lies  the  equally  unfortunate  Prince  Robert,  eldeft  to 
of  William  I.  after  a  miferable  life  for  many  yeai 
before  his  death.  But  his  monument  remains,  an 
his  bones  are  at  reft  ;  which  is  more  than  can  be  fai 
of  the  monument  of  hisyounger  brother  King  Henry 
who,  as  the  third  brother  William  Rufus  had  don( 
robbed  him  of  his  right ;  and  no  traces  of  his  mc 
nument  are  left  at  Reading- Abbey,  where  he  was  bu 
ried  with  his  Queen.  Duke  Robert  lies  in  a  woode 
tomb,  with  his  coat  of  arms  painted,  and  upon 
his  effigies  in  Irijb  oak,  crofs-legged.  The  famou 
Strongbow,  who  fubdued  Ireland,  lies  buried  in  th 
chapter-houfe. 

The  cloifters  in  this  cathedral  are  exquifitely  beau 
tiful,  in  the  ftile  of  the  chapel  of  King's-College,  Cam 
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bridge.  There  are  large  remains,  in  the  city,  of  ab- 
>eys  of  black  and  white  friers.  A  mile  or  two  dif- 
ant  is  Robin  Hood's  hill,  as  it  is  called,  which  affords 
low  a  pleafant  walk  for  the  citizens. 

The  inhabitants  boaft  much  of  the  antiquity  of 
heir  firft  cathedral,  which  they  pretend  had  bifhops 
nd  preachers  here  Anno  189,  the  firji  cathedral,  I 
ay ;  for  it  has  been,  as  reported,  thrice  deftroyed  by 
ire. 

In  the  little  ifle  of  Jlney,  near  this  town,  the  fa- 
nous  fingle  combat  was  fought  between  Edmund  Iron- 
\de  and  Canute  the  Dane,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  in 
ight  of  both  their  armies. 

The  city  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  12  aldermen, 
nd  fo  many  common-councilmen,  as,  with  the 
aayor  and  aldermen,  exceed  not  the  number  of  40, 
lor  are  fewer  than  30.  The  aldermen  are  juftices 
f  the  peace  ;  and  two  fheriffs  are  annually  chofen 
rom  the  common  council.  It  has  alfo  an  high- 
teward  (who  is  ufually  a  nobleman),  a  recorder, 
nd  a  town-clerk.  They  are  allowed  the  higheft 
narks  of  magiflratical  honour,  fcarlet  gowns,  the 
word,  and  cap  of  maintenance,  and  four  fergeants 
t  mace.  Here  are  12  companies,  the  mafters  where- 
>f  attend  the  mayor  on  all  public  occalions  in  their 
;owns,  and  with  ftreamers.  It  has  a  large  quay  and 
vharf  on  the  river  for  trade,  and  a  cuftom-houfe. 
■lere  is  alfo  a  town  hall,  for  the  aflizes,  and  public 
mfinefs,  which  they  call  the  Booth-ball;  and  great 
)art  of  the  caftle  is  ftill  ftanding. 

Gloucester  was  made  a  bifhoprick  by  King  Henry 
VIII.  who  erected  the  abbey-church  into  a  cathe- 
Iral,  with  a  dean  and  fix  prebendaries. 

The  firft  proteftant  bifhop  of  this  church  was  that 
:ruly  reverend  divine,  Dr.  John  Hooper,  who  was 
3urnt  to  death  in  the  cemetery  of  his  own  cathedral, 
n  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary  I. 

The  whifpering-place  in  this  cathedral  formerly 
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paiTed  for  a  kind  of  wonder  among  the  vulgar ;  bu 
fince,  experience  has  taught  the  reafon  of  the  thing 
and  there  is  now  the  like  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul 
Lcr.don. 

Here  is  great  provision  for  the  poor  by  hofpitals 
particularly  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  maintains  54  me: 
and  women,  to  whom  belong  a  minifter,  phyfician 
and  furgeon.  And  Sir  Thomas  Rich,  Bart,  a  nativj 
of  this  place,  gave  6000/.  by  will,  for  a  BIue-coc\ 
hofpital,  wherein  are  educated  20  poor  boys  ;  and  1  | 
poor  men  and  women  are  maintained,  and  cloathe  I 
annually.  Beiides  thefe,  and  three  more,  there  ar : 
many  benefactions  to  encourage  young  tradefmer  I 
and  place  out  boys  apprentices.  And  they  have  latel  | 
erected  an  infirmary  here,  after  the  laudable  examp]  ] 
of  that  of  Winchejler,  &c. 

The  city  has,  in  ancient  times  as  well  as  latei 
given  the  titles  of  Earl  and  Duke  to  feveral  of  th  • 
Royal  Family.     And  in  1764,  the  title  of  Dukecj 
Gloucejier  was  beftowed  on  his  Royal  Highnefs  Princl 
William  Henry. 

Here  are  four  fairs  held  annually,  on  March  25 
Junei^  Sept.  28,  and  Nov.  17.  It  is  a  county  c 
itfelf,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament. 

From  Gloucejier  we  kept  north  eaftward,  and  foo 
came  to  Cheltenham^  a  market-town,  where  is  ftill 
pretty  good  trade  carried  on  in  malt,  but  not  fo  con 
liderabie  as  formerly.  Here  is  a  good  church  in  th 
form  of  a  crofs,  with  ailes  on  each  fide,  and  a  fpir 
rifing  in  the  middle,  noted  for  a  good  ring  of  bellj 
But  what  is  more  remarkable  is,  that  the  minifter  i 
to  be  nominated  by,  and  muft  be  a  fellow  of,  Jefus 
College,  Oxon  (though  the  vicarage  is  but  40/.  a  year] 
but  approved  of  by  the  Earl  of  Gain/borough  j  and  h 
cannot  hold  it  more  than  fix  years.  Here  are  a  free  \ 
fchool,  an  hofpital,  and  fome  other  charities. 

Cheltenham  mineral  waters  are  of  the  Scarboroug 
kind,  and  equally  difagreeable  to  the  tafte. 

Follow 
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Following  the  road  towards  Warwick  direclly,  we 
rived  at  TVinchcomb,  a  fmall  market-town,  fituate  in 
bottom,  in  the  midit  of  good  pafture  and  arable 
nds,  but  wants  a  good  inn.  The  church  is  a 
:>od  building,  hath  two  ailes,  a  large  chancel,  and 
lofty  tower  adorned  with  battlements  and  pinacles. 
:  is  a  curacy  worth  no  more  than  10L  a  year,  though 
le  impropriation  is  worth  300/.  annually.  Here  was 
>rmerly  a  very  rich  mitred  abbey,  founded  by  Offa 
jng  of  Mercla. 

Here  we  turned  from  the  road,  and  {truck  N.  W. 
»  Tewkjbury,  encompaiTed  with  four  rivers  ;  the  Avon 
id  Carran  on  the  N.  the  Severn  on  the  W.  and  the 
wyliate  on  the  S.  It  is  governed  by  two  bailifFs,  and 
}.  burgefTes.  It  is  a  large  and  populous  town,  fitu- 
e  upon  the  Warwickjhire  river  4von9  fo  called  to 
Itinguilh  it  from  the  Brlftol  Avon^  and  others.  The 
wn  is  now  remarkable  for  the  quantity  of  malt 
.ade  in  it,  as  alfo  for  a  great  manufacture  of  cotton 
ockings  ;  as  are  alfo  Campden  in  this  county,  and 
'erjhore  in  TVorceJierfhire. 

The  great  old  church  at  Tewlfiury  may  be  called 
le  of  the  larger!  churches  in  England^  that  is  not 
Dllegiate  or  cathedral.  It  is  very  high,  has  two  fpa- 
ous  ailes,  a  ftately  tower,  and  a  large  chancel.  The 
Dmmunion-table  is  one  entire  marble  Itone,  near  14. 
:et  long,  and  three  and  a  half  broad. 

The  town  is  famous  for  the  deciilve  battle  fought 
etween  the  houfes  of  Lancajier  and  York,  in  the 
Jlgn  of  King  Edward  IV.  of  the  latter  houfe,  who 
'as  conqueror.  It  fends  two  members  to  parlia- 
lcnt. 

Gloucefterjhlre  mult  not  be  pafTed  over,  without 
>me  account  of  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  vale,  which 
rofTes  part  of  the  county,  from  eaft  to  well,  on  that 
de  of  the  Cotfwold^  through  which  runs  a  river  call- 
1  Strovdwater^  famous  for  dyeing  the  cloths  made 
1  its  neighbourhood,  of  the  molt  beautiful  fcarlet. 
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Here  I  faw  two  pieces  of  broad  cloth  made,  on<;: 
fcarlet,  the  other  crimfon  in  grain,  which  were  feni: 
as  prefents,  the  one  to  King  George  I.  while  ele&or, 
and  the  other  to  his  late  Majefty,  which  were  venl 
gracioufly  accepted.  The  cloth  was  valued  at  45  s.  pei  < 
yard,  and  was  well  worth  it,  as  I  was  informed. 

The  clothiers  lie  all  along  the  banks  of  this  river, 
for  near  20  miles,  and  in  the  town  of  Stroud,  whiclj 
lies  in  the  middle  of  it,  as  alfo  at  Painfwick,     Thi: 
river  makes  its  way  to  the  Severn,  about  ten  mile 
below  Gloucejier. 

A  navigable  canal  from  the  town  of  Stroud  to  th< 
river  Severn  at  Framiloady  is  now  carrying  on  wit! 
great  fpirit. 

As  Tewkjhury  lies  on  the  borders  of  Worcefterjhlre 
we  foon  entered  that  county,  and  came  to  Upton,  ai 
ancient  market-town  of  fome  note  upon  the  Severn 
over  which  it  has  a  good  bridge.  Roman  coins  ar 
frequently  dug  up  here. 

On  the  left,  weftward  of  this  town,  and  whici 
part  this  county  from  that  of  Hereford,  are  Malver, 
Hills,  which  confift  of  large  mountains,  prodigioufl; 
high  and  lofty,  gradually  rifing  one  above  another  fo 
about  feven  miles  together.  On  thefe  hills  are  tw< 
villages,  called  Great  Malvern  and  Little  Malvern,  a 
the  diftance  of  about  two  miles  from  each  other 
each  having  had  formerly  an  abbey  of  Benediclines 
the  lafb  lying  in  a  difmal  cavity  between  the  hills1 
On  the  very  top  of  thefe  hills  may  be  feen  the  ruin 
of  a  prodigious  ditch,  which  Gilbert  Earl  of  Gloucefte. 
dug,  to  feparate  his  pofleiiions  from  thofe  of  th 
church  of  Hereford*  On  thefe  hills  are  two  medi 
cinal  fprings,  called  Holy  Wells :  one  is  good  for  th< 
eyes  and  livers,  and  the  other  for  cancers. 

'  From  Upton  v/e  travelled  N.  E.  and  came  to  Per 
Jhore,  which  lies  on  the  low  London  road  to  Wor 
cefter :  it  is  faid  to  be  fo  called  from  the  great  numbe 
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pear-trees,  which  thrive  plentifully  here.  It  is  a 
eafant  market-town  lying  on  the  Avon,  and  famous 
r  the  ftocking-trade.  It  has  about  300  houfes,  and 
jo  parim-churches. 

Eaflward  of  this  town  {lands  Evejham,  a  borough- 
wn,  fituate  on  a  gentle  afcent  from  the  fame  ri- 
•,  over  which  it  hath  a  bridge  of  feven  ftately 
ches.  It  is  an  ancient  mayor-town,  and  has  the 
ivilege  to  try  felons.  It  is  memorable  for  the  de- 
rive battle,  wherein  Simon  Mont  fort  ,and  the  barons 
;re  defeated  by  Prince  Edzuard,  afterwards  King 
iward  I.  who  thereby  releafed  his  father  out  of 
ptivity.  Here  are  two  churches,  with  fmall  fpire 
eples  ;  but  neither  has  any  bells,  which  have  been 
noved  to  a  famous  tower  built  by  abbot  Litchfield 
lich  ftands  near  thefe  churches.  This  borough 
:urns  two  members  to  parliament.  Here  are  a 
ammar-fchool,  and  a  charity-fchool. 
All  around  this  town  lies  that  fruitful  and  plentiful 
untry,  called  from  this  place,  The  Vale  of  Evejham^ 
lich  runs  all  along  the  banks  of  the  Avon,  from 
wkfbury  to  Perjhore,  and  to  Stratford  upon  Avon,  in 

1  fouth  part  of  Warwickjhire ;  which  river  is  fo 
:  navigable. 

The  parifh-church  of  Stratford  is  very  old.  In  it 
;  faw  the  monument  of  the  inimitable  Shakefpeare, 
lofe  dramatic  performances  fet  him  at  the  head  of 

2  Britijh  theatre,  and  will  preferve  his  memory 
1  time  fhall  be  no  more. 

I  mould  do  an  injury  to  the  memory  of  this  im- 
)rtal  bard,  were  I  here  to  omit  tranfcribing  a  few 
rticulars  I  received  from  the  hands  of  an  ingenious 
d  inquifitive  traveller,  who  will  fee  in  this,  and 
ne  other  parts  of  the  Tour,  that  I  have  not  been  un- 
ndful  of  his  favours. 

9j  I  arrived  (fays  this  gentleman)  in  the  month 
July  1777,  at  the  White  Lion,  in  Stratford  upon 
m.     This  is  the  inn  reprefented  in  the  entertain- 
ment 
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ment  of  The  Jubilee :  in  the  yard  is  a  fign  of  Shake 
fpeare,  and  under  it  Milton's  two  lines  : 

Here  fweetejl  Shakefpeare,  Fancy'*  child, 
Warbled  his  native  wood-notes  wild, 

<€  Three  doors  from  this  inn  is  the  houfe  in  whic, 
Shakefpeare  was  born,  and  here  is  ftiewn  his  chai. 
in  which  he  fat  in  the  chimney  corner  :  it  has  bee 
pretty  much  cut  by  different  vifitors,  who  have  bee 
defirous  of  preferving  a  relict  of  fomething  belong 
ing  to  the  immortal  bard.  The  people  who  live  i 
the  houfe  «fay,  they  are  his  next  relations.  Ths 
are  poor,  as  indeed  are  eleven  in  twelve. of  their 
habitants.  There  is  a  town-houfe,  lately  rebuil, 
in  which  is  a  large  room,  called  Shakefpeare 's  Ha, 
It  is  adorned  with  two  fine  paintings,  one  of  Shak 
fpeare,  the  other  of  Mr.  Garrick,  On  the  outfid 
in  a  niche,  is  a  ftatue  of  Shakefpeare,  and  over  it : 

Take  him  for  all  in  all, 

We  neer  Jhall  look  upon  his  like  again, 

<6  And  under  it,  c  The  corporation  and  inha&l 
tants  of  Stratford,  affifled  by  the  munificent  cdil 
tributions  of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  d[ 
neighbourhood,  rebuilt  this  edifice  in  1768  :  til 
ftatue  of  Shakefpeare,  and  his  picture  within,  wcl 
given  by  David  Garrick,  Efq;' 

"  In   the  chancel  of  the  old  church,  which  is 
that  part  of  the  town  c?Ued   Old  Stratford,  is  tl 
grave  and    monument  of  Shakefpeare,     The  mohi 
ment  is  his  buft  in  marble  on  the. wall,  put  up  1 
his  wife,  with  this  infcription  : 

Stay,  paffenger,  why  goefl  thou  fo  faft  P 
Ready  if  thou  canjty  whom  envious  death  has  plac\\ 

Wit< 
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Within  this  monument,  Shakespeare,  with  zvhom 
Quick  Nature  died ;  ivhofe  name  doth  deck  this  tomb 
Far  more  than  coji,  fith  all  that  he  hath  writ 
heaves  living  art,  but  page  to  ferve  his  wit. 

Obiit  A.D.  1616,  -aetat.  53,  die  23  April. 

Near  the  monument  is  his  grave,  with  the  well- 
own  epitaph  of, 

Good  friend,  for  Jefus'  fake,  forbear 
To  move  the  dufl  that  refteth  here. 
Blcjl  be  the  man  that  fpares  thefejlones  ; 
And  curjl  be  he  that  moves  my  bones  ! 


;<  On  his  left  hand  lies  his  wife,  with  this  in- 
iption  on  her  done  :  Here  lieth  interred  the  body 
Anne,  the  wife  of  William  Shakefpeare,  who  de-t 
ted  this  life,  A.  D.  1663,  aged  67. 
I  On  his  right  fide,  lie  his  iirft  daughter'  and 
mdfon  ;  next  to  them,  his  fon-in-law,  John  Hall, 
>thecary;  and  next,  his  daughter  Sufannah,  (Hall's 

m) 

I  At  the  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a  charnel  houfe, 

10ft  filled  with  human  bones,  fkulls,  &c.     The 

de  faid,  that  Shakefpeare  was  fo  much  affected  by 

s  charnel  houfe,.  that  he  wrote  the  epitaph,   (Good 

md,  Sic.)   for  himfelf,  to  prevent  his  bones  being 

own  into  it.     This  chancel  was  formerly  the  cha- 

of  the  college,    which    fbands  near  the  churchj 

I  which  is  now  a  private  houfe." 

Dver  the  Avon  at  Stratford  is  a  fine  Rone  bridge  of 

arches,  with  a  long  caufeway  at  the  weft-end  of 

walled  on  both   fides.     Stratford  is  governed   by 

layor,  recorder,  a  high-fteward,   12  aldermen,  of 

om  two   are  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  12  capital 

•geffes.     It  has  befides  the  parifh-church,  a  chapel 

eafe,  a  free  grammar-fchool,  and  an  alms-houfe, 

nded  by  Edward  VI. 

/ol.  II.  N  *  The 
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The  navigation  of  this  river  Avon  is  an  exceedii 
advantage  to  all  this  part  of  the  county,  and  al 
to  the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Brlftol.  For  by  tl 
river  they  drive  a  very  great  trade  for  fugar,  o 
wine,  tobacco,  iron,  lead,  and,  in  a  word,  ; 
heavy  goods,  which  are  ufually  carried  by  wan 
almofr.  as  far  as  Warwick  ;  and,  in  return,  the  corl 
and  efpecially  cheefe,  are  carried  back  from  Gh< 
ceflerjhire  and  WanvickJIrire  to  Briftol ;  for  GlonceJ  j 
cheefe  is  excellent  of  the  kind,  and  this  county  dri\ 
a  great  trade  in  it. 

This  vale  extending  itfelf  in  IVarwickjhire,  a 
under  the  ridge  of  little  mountains,  called  Edge-h\ 
is  there  called  The  Vale  of  Red-horfe.  All  the  groum 
put  together,  make  a  moft  pleafant  corn  count: 
efpecially  remarkable  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  air,  a 
fertility  of  the  foil. 

Not  far  from  Stratford,  on  the  borders  of  the  coui 
of  Worcejler,  is  Alcefter,  a  market-town,  much  f 
quented  by  dealers  in  corn  :  it  is  of  great  antiqui 
as  appears  by  old  foundations  of  buildings  made 
Roman  brick,  and  gold,  filver,  and  brafs  co 
found  here.  The  old  Roman  way,  called  Ikenh 
Jireet,  paries  through  the  town. 

About  a  mile  from  this   place  is  Ragley,  the  i 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  remarkable  for  its  fine  hi 
which  is  a  double   cube  of  forty  feet.     The  reft 
the  houfe,  which   has  a  very  hes-vy  appearance, 
no  means  anfwers  in  fize  or  decoration  to   the 
perb  room  already  mentiened. 

From  Tewkfiury,  north,  it  is  12  miles  to  V/orceJi 
along  the  banks  of  the  Severn,  where  I  was  delighi 
with  the  hedge-rows,  lined  all  the  way  with  api 
and  pear-trees,  full  of  fruit,  and  thofe  fo  commci 
that  any  paffengers,  as  they  travel  the  road,  irl 
gather  and  eat  what  they  pleafe.  Here  alfo,  as  ^1 
as  in  Gloucefterjhire,    you   meet  with    cyder  in    I 

publ  I 
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ibliohoufes,  fold  as  beer  and  ale  are  in  other  parts 
f  England^  and  as  cheap. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  Severn,  near  Droitwich, 
Whitley-Court,  five  miles  from  Bewdley,  and  (even 
om  Worcejler,  the  late  Lord  Foley  had  a  feat  finely 
rniihed,  fituate  in  a  large  park ;  he  built  alfo  a 
lapel  near  it,  efteemed  a  very  curious  pjece  of  ar- 
litecture. 

Worcejler,  the  Branovium  of  the  Romans,  feems  to 
ve  been  built  by  them  to  curb  the  Silures  on  the 
her  fide  of  the  Severn ;  and  in  imitation  of  the  Ro- 
in  name,  the  Britons  called  it  Caer  Wrangon,  It  is 
uated  in  a  valley  on  the  Severn,  which,  though  ge- 
rally  rapid  elfewhere,  glides  on  here  very  gently, 
his  city  was  burnt  in  1041,  by  King  Hardicanute, 
e  inhabitants  having  killed  his  tax-gatherers.  In 
180,  Roger  de  Montgomery  Earl  of  Shrewjbury,  burnt 
e  fuburbs,  and  attacked  the  city;  but  the  citizens 
fended  themfelves  with  fo  much  gallantry,  that  they 
pulfed  their  enemies  with  a  terrible  (laughter.  In 
13,  it  was  aim  oft  deftroyed  by  an  accidental  fire, 
e  caftle  entirely  confumed,  and  the  roof  of  the 
thedral  damaged.  In  1202,  it  was  again  burnt, 
has  fufrered  in  all  the  civil  wars  ;  but  the  weights 
'which  it  has  been  prefied,  have  only  conduced  to 
nd  it  into  form,  and  raife  it,  like  the  palm-tree, 
its  prefent  beauty  and  ftatelinefs  :  for  it  is  a  large, 
ipulous,  well-built  city,  and  one  of  the  bell  paved  in 
igland.  The  Foregate-Jlreet  is  the  moft  regular  that 
n  be  {een  out  of  London.  The  Guildhall  is  a  fine 
lilcling;  but  the  ftatues  on  the  outfide  difgrace  it. 
There  is  a  good  old  ftone  bridge  over  the  Severn, 
bdeh  ftands  exceeding  high  from  the  furface  of  the 
iter  3  but  as  the  ftream  of  the  Severn  is  contracted 
re  by  the  buildings  on  either  fide,  there  is  evident 
cafion  fometimes  for  the  height  of  the  bridge,  the 
aters  rifing  to  an  incredible  degree  in  the  winter- 
ne.  The  bridge  confifts  of  fix  arches  ;  and  the 
N  2  banks 
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banks  of  the  Severn  look  very  beautiful  on  each  fidi 
being  enriched  with  pleafant  meadows. 

The  commandery,  formerly  belonging  to  St.  John 
of  Jerufalem,  is  a  fine  old  houfe  of  timber,  in  tf 
form  of  a  court.     The  hall,  roofed  with  Irijh  oal 
makes  one  fide  of  it,  built  for  the  reception  of  pi 
grims.     The  windows  are  adorned  with  imagery  ar 
coats  armorial.     It  ftands  juft  without  the  fouth  ga 
of  the  city  in  the  London  road,  where  the  heat  of  ti 
famous    battle   happened    between  King    Charles 
and  Oliver  Cromwell  \  and  they  frequently  find  bon 
of  the  flain,  in  digging  in  the  garden.     Above  in  tl 
park  is  to  be  feen  a  great  work  of  four  baftion 
called  The  Royal  Mounts  whence  a  Vallum  and  dit< 
run  both  ways   to  encompafs  this  Side   of  the  cit 
Here  it  is  probable,  the  florm  began,  when  the  Ro 
alifts   were    driven    back    into    the    city    with    gre 
{laughter  ;   and   the  King   efcaped  being  made  a  pj 
foner  in  the  narrow  ftreet  at  this  gate,  by  a  load 
cart  of  hay  purpofely  overthrown,  which  gave  hi 
time  to  retire  at  the  oppofite  gate  to  Bofcobel,  or  Wh 
Ladies. . 

A  mile  and  half  above  the  fouth  gate,  on  the  t 
of  the  hill,  is  the  celebrated  Perrywood,  where  Cro', 
well's  army  lay,  and  which  affords  a  fine  profpt 
over  the  county. 

Worcejler  was  made  an  epifcopal  fee  by  Ethel? 
King  of  the  Mercians,  who  founded  the  cathedra 
which  was  again  built  by  St.  Widjlan,  Bimop  oft 
diocefe,  about  1084,  but  enlarged  and. improved 
his  fuccefibrs,  though  the  body  of  it  makes  no  e 
traordinary  appearance  on  the  outfide.  The  tow 
Is  low,  without  any  fpire,  only  four  very  fmall  pir 
cles  on  the  corners ;  and  yet  it  has  fome  little  beat! 
in  it,  more  than  the  church  itfelf.  The  upper  p; 
has  fome  images  in  it,  but  decayed  by  time.  Bo/el) 
the  firft  Bifhop,  was  confecrated  in  680.  In  it: ' 
buried  the  once  xeftlefs  King  John  -3  not  where 

mon 
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tonument  now  Hands,  which  is  in  the  choir  before 
lie  high  altar,  but  under  a  little  itone  before  the 
tar  of  the  eailermoft  wall  of  the  church.  On 
ach  fide  of  him,  on  the  ground,  lie  the  effigies  of 
|ie  two  Bifhops,  his  chief  faints,  Wulftan  and  Of- 
\iald,  from  v/hofe  neighbourhood  he  hoped  to  be  fafe. 
I  he  im  :gz  of  the  King  probably  lay  here  alio  upon 
ie  ground,  now  elevated  upon  a  tomb  in  the  laid 
hoir. 

On  the  fouth-fide  of  the  high  altar  is  a  large  and 
andfome  flone  chapel  over  the  monument  of  prince 
\\rthur,  eldeft  fon  of  Henry  VII.  who  died  at  Ludlow, 
5  his  tomb-llone  fpecines,  Anno  1502,  and  whofe 
slict  Catharine,  infanta  of  Spain,  his  brother  Henry 
rIII.  marrying,  after  20  years  wedlock,  was  di- 
orced  from,  to  make  way  for  An*na  Bolen.  The 
heir  of  this  chapel  is  exquifite  workmanfhip  ;  but 
.iffered  much  in  the  civil  wars. 

Here  is  alfo,  among  other  noted  monuments,  one 
or  that  famous  Countefs  of  Sali/bury,  who,  dancing 
efore  Edward  111.  in  his  great  hall  at  Wind/or,  dron- 
ed her  garter ;  which  the  King  taking  up,  honoured 
;;fo  much  (as  the  idle  flory  goes)  as  to  make  it  the 
enominating  enfign  of  the  molt  noble  order  of  the 
verier :  but  this  I  have  refuted  under  my  account  of 
Vindfor ;  tho',  that  the  Countefs  might  drop  her 
;arter,  and  that  the  King  might  gallantly  wear  it 
uring  the  entertainment,  inilead  of  his  garter  of  the 
>rder,  is  not  improbable.  But  the  motto  was  given 
n  allufion  to  the  order  of  knighthood,  and  not  of 
he  garter. 

The  monument  is  fine,  and  there  are  feveral  an- 
;els  cut  in  #one  about  it,  ftrewing  garters  over  the 
omb,  which  feems  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  fact. 

.There  are  feveral  other  ancient  monuments  in  this 
:hurdi. 

The  cloifters   are  very  perfect,  and  the  chapter- 

loufe  is  large,  fupported,  as  to  its  arched  roof,   by 

N  3  one 
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one  umbilical  pillar.  It  is  now  become  a  library 
is  well  furnifhed,  and  has  many  ancient  manufcripts. 
There  is  a  large  old  gate-houfe  {landing,  and  nea 
it  the  caftle,  with  a  very  high  artificial  mount  o 
keep,  nigh  the  river. 

This  city  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  fix  alder 
men.  It  has  two  chamberlains,  a  recorder,  a  town 
clerk,  two  coroners,  a  fword-bearer,  four  ferjeant 
at  mace,  and  a  fheriff;  being,  like  Gloucejler^  2.  count' 
of  itfelf,  divided  into  feven  wards,  in  which  are  1: 
parifh-churches. 

This  city  has  of  late  years  become  the  refort  0 
many  genteel  wealthy  families,  and  is  efreemed  on 
of  the  politer!  towns  in  England.  Its  clothing  trade 
of  which  it  once  pofTefTed  a  confiderable  fhare,  i 
dwindled  to  nothing.  At  prefent,  the  gloving  bu 
finefs  feems  to  be  the  chief;  though  there  is  no  in 
confiderable  manufactory  of  carpets.  The  Worcefu. 
china,  though  it  has  not  anfwered  in  any  great  de 
gree  to  the  proprietors,  has  alfo  enlivened  the  tradi 
of  this  city.  From  its  fituation  on  the  river  Severn 
it  might  command  all  the  trade  between  the  adjoin 
ing  counties  and  Brijfol ;  but,  by  fome  means  o. 
other,  the  fmall  town  of  Bewdley  has  almost  entirely 
engrolTed  it. 

It  is  adorned  by  a  capacious  and  beautiful  flruc- 
ture,  called  The  public  Work-houfe  \  in  which  chil- 
dren of  both  fexes  are  trained  up  to  the  knowledge  o: 
trade,  and  the  practice  of  religion  and  virtue;  b) 
whofe  labour  alfo  the  aged  and  decrepit  are  fup- 
ported. 

Oppofite  to  this  work-houfe,  Robert  Berkley ,  oi 
Spetchley,  Efq;  erected  a  fine  hofpital  for  twelve  pool 
men,  and  gave  2000  /.  to  build  it,  and  4000  /.  to  en- 
dow it. 

Here  are,  befides,  three  grammar-fchools,  and 
feven  alms-houfes,  all  liberally  endowed  ;  and  twelve 
pariih- churches.     St.  Nicholas's  church,  in  this  city, 

has 
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as  been  rebuilt,  and  is  a  neat  and  commodious 
difice. 

The  market-days  are  Wednefday^  Friday^  and  Sa- 
irday.  Every  Saturday  is  kept  a  very  confiderable 
op- market.  The  fairs  are  held  on  the  Saturday  be- 
->re  Palm-Sunday,  the  aflumption  of  the  bleffed  Vir- 
in,  and  her  nativity.  Worcefter  fends  two  members 
0  parliament. 

About  three  miles  from  this  place  is  Weftwood,  the 
ncient  and  magnificent  feat  and  park  of  Sir  Herbert 
^ackington,  Bart.  This  place  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
cene  of  Mr.  Addifotis  descriptions  in  his  matchkfs 
liftory  of  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley, 

At  Hartlebury^  near  Worcefter^  is  a  palace,'  called 
Hartlebury-caftle^  belonging  to  the  bifhops  of  that 
ee.  It  was  built  originally  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
>ut  demolifhed  in  the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of 
Zharles  I.  It  was  afterwards  rebuilt  at  the  expence 
)f  the  bifhops  of  Worcejler^  and  is  now  a  beautiful 
eat. 

From  V/orcefter  I  made  fome  excurfions,  to  vifit 
:he  towns  and  country  northward  ;  and  firft  came  to 
Droitwich,  a  corporate  bailiwick  and  borough-town, 
which  has  two  churches,  and  is  pretty  wealthy.  It 
is  famous  for  excellent  white  fait,  which  is  made 
here  from  the  fpring  equinox  to  that  of  autumn  ;  not 
but  that  they  may  make  fait  here  all  the  year  long, 
but  they  fear  to  over-flock  the  market.  It  ap- 
pear?, by  the  Doom/day-book,  they  made  fait  here  be- 
fore the  conqudl.  The  fait  fprings  are  very  good, 
and  productive  of  plenty  of  brine.  The  town  lies 
on  the  river  Salwarp,  and  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. 

Proceeding  directly  on,  in  the  road,  we  arrived  at 
Broom/grove,  a  large  bailiwick-town,  likewife  on  the 
river  Salwarp,  where  the  linen  clothing-trade  is 
pretty   brifidy  carried  on.     It  is  the  centre  of  four 

N  4  roads  : 
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roads  :  One  leads  to  Coventry  and  Leicester ;  anothe 
to  Wanvick,  and  fo  to  London;  a  third  to  Worcejier 
and  the  fourth  to  Shrewfbury. 

Between  TVorcefler  and  Spetchley  was  St.  OfwaW 
hofpital,  dernoliihedin  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
But  Dr.  Fell,  bifhop  of  Oxford,  after  the  Reftora 
tion,  recovered  much  of  the  poiTeffion,  and  ere&ei 
a  fine  and  large  hofpital,  which  comfortably  main 
tains  12  poor  men. 

Kidderminfttr  is  a  town  in  this  county  of  TVorcefler 
very  considerable  for  its  woollen  trade,  particular!; 
the  weaving  of  what  they  call  linfey- wool  fey,  toge  ■ 
ther  with  carpets,  after  the  manner  of  thofe  mad 
at  Wilton  m.WiltJbire,  in  which  the  inhabitants  an 
almoir.  wholly  employed.  It  is  a  large,  but  yet  com 
.pair,  and  populous  town,  fituated  on  the  Stour,  an< 
governed  by  a  bailiff,  12  capital  burgeffes,  25  com 
mon-councilmen,  &c.  In  its  church  is  a  crofs-leg 
ged  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Atlon. 

Stourbridge  is  alfo  fituated  upon  the  river  Stour 
over  which  it  has  a  very  good  bridge ;  whence  it: 
name.  This  town  deals  greatly  in  glafs  manufac- 
ture, and  in  iron-works,  of  all  forts  5  and  is  much 
improved  of  late  years,  both  in  houfes  and  inhabitants. 
At  Swinford,  near  Stourbridge,  is  a  noble  hofpital 
for  60  boys,  erected  by  the  firft  founder  of  the  noble 
family  of  Foley,  which  d@ferv.es  the  attention  of  £ 
traveller,  and  the  praife  of  all  men.  At  Stourbridge 
alfo  fine  ftone  pots  are  made  for  glafs-makers  to  melt 
their  metal  in,  alfo  crucibles,  &c.  the  clay  of  which 
thefe  things  are  made,  being  almoft  peculiar  to  the 
place. 

Near  this  town  is  Hales-Owen,  and  on  our  arrival 
there,  we  walked  up  to  the  Leaf  owes  :  But  here  I 
fhould  intimate,  that  as  the  late  Mr.  Dodjley  gave  a 
particular  account  of  thefe  grounds  in  fo  popular  a 
book  as  Sbenftones  works,  I  fhall  only  minute  a  few 

chcum- 
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ircumflarices,  either  omitted  in  that^  account,  or 
nifned  finee  it  was  written  *. 

The  cafcade,  viewed  from  the  root-houfe,  iii^ 
:ribed  to  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  is  aflonifhingly  ro- 
lantic  :  A  large  fpace  of  ground  at  your  feet,  for 
Dove  150  yards,  is  thickly  covered  with  the  ftems 
f  fine  oaks,  &c.  A  fall  of  water  at  the  further  end 
f  this  ground  firffc  breaks  to  your  view,  and  then 
urns  twenty  more  before  it  reaches  you,  all  broken 
ito  diftinct.  fheets,  wildly  irregular,  by  the  inter- 
ring and  crofting  items  of  the  trees  above.  Their 
ranches  and  leaves  form  a  fine  thick  canopy  of  fhade, 
hich  mofr.  gloriouily  fets  off  the  fheets  of  water, 
hich  here  and  there  meet  the  fun-beams,  and  fparkle 
1  the  eye.     This  intermixture  of  wood  and  water  is 

lazingly  fine. 

From  the  bench,  infcribed, 

To  all  friends  round  the  TVrekhi, 

3u  look  down  upon  a  very  beautiful  variety  of  unequal 
round,  ail  waving  cultivated  inclofures,  finely  fcat- 
:red  with  houfes,  villages,  &c,  the  pools  appearing 
\  broken  fheets  among  the  wood  in  the  valley.  At 
ie  bottom  of  the  flope  is  a  kind  of  river  ;  but  the 
lid  with  a  little  trifling  Chinefe  bridge, 
fowever,  from  the  fpot,  which  Mr.  Dodjley  calls  a 
avity  in  a  fmall  thicket  filled  with  trees,  the  fer- 
Ifciine  ftream  has  a  better  effect, 
After  this,  we  next  meet  with  a  green  bench, 
'ith  this  infcription  : 


. While  Nature  here 

Wantons  as  in  her  prime,  and  plays  at  will 
Her  virgin  fancies* 

*  Young's  Six  Months  Tour  through  the  North  of  Eti^/and)  vol.'iii. 

N  5  It 
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It  is  well  placed,  commanding  a  fweet  variety  ( 
wood,  water,  and  waves  of  cultivated  inclofures. 

The  view  from  Thompfon's  feat  is  exquifite  an 
inimitable,  fweetly  varied,  and  the  water  admirabl 
managed  :  In  a  word,  it  is  a  little  feat  of  enchani 
ment.~ 

From  Hales  Owen  we  took  the  road  to  Hagley,  tr. 
feat  of  Lord  Lyttelton,  The  houfe  is  an  exceller 
living  one  :  A  well-defigned  mean  between  the  va 
piles  raifed  for  magnificence,  and  thofe  fmaller  one 
in  which  convenience  is  alone  confidered.  It  cor 
tains  fome  noble  apartments,  enriched  with  an  el< 
gant  collection  of  ftatues,  bulls,  and  paintings,  t 
the  belt  matters  ;  but  what  are  m oft  worthy  of  noti< 
are  the  grounds,  which  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton  di 
pofed  with  the  utrnoft  tafte. 

The  walk  from  the  houfe  leads  through  a  woo< 
by  the  fide  of  a  purling  ftream,  which  meanders  ov 
grafs  from  out  of  a  dark  hollow.  You  pafs  a  gu; 
of  water,  which  falls  into  it,  and  winding  up  tl 
hill,  turn  to  the  fide  of  another  brook,  which  gurgl< 
through  a  rocky  hollow.  Another  gufhing  fall,  ov 
bits  of  rocks,  attracts  your  notice ;  which  panm< 
you  come  to  the  Prince  of  Wales's  ftatue.  Th 
fpot  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  difrant  country  ov< 
the  houfe. 

Winding  from  hence  through  the  wood,  you  loc 
to  the  left  upon  diftant  grounds,  until  you  come  1 
a  feat  infcribed  to  Thotnpfon  *. 

From  hence  you  look  down  on  a  fine  lawn,  am 
in  front,  upon  a  noble  bank  of  hanging  wood,  i 
which  appears  a  temple.  To  the  left,  is  a  diftai 
view  of  Malvern  hills. 

Pafling  a  well,  called  after  the  patriarch,  froi 
which  you  have  a  diftinct  view  of  a  hill  over  tb 

*  On  this  bench  is  an  inscription,  as  well  ason  feveral  others,  whit 
kmity  obliges  us  here  to  omit, 

WOOC 
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wood,  you  enter  a  grove  of  oaks,  in  which  you  catch 
a  glance  of  the  caftle  through  the  trees,  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  beautifully  rifing  out  of  a  bank  of  wood. 

We  next  come  to  an  Ionic  rotunda,  inclofed  in  a 
beautiful  amphitheatre  of  wood.  It  looks  down  upon 
a  hollow  piece  of  water  in  a  grove,  at  the  end  of 
which  is  a  Palladian  bridge.  The  fcene  is  pleafing. 
From  hence  the  path  winds  through  a  fine  wood  of 
Daks,  in  which  is  a  bench,  by  the  fide  of  a  trickling 
ill.  The  path  then  leads  by  the  ftream,  and  under 
:he  trees,  to  a  fine  open  lawn  inclofed  by  wood  :  At 
wie  end  is  an  urn  infcribed  to  Pope, 

Paffing  two  benches,  and  a  flight  gufh  of  water, 
pou  rife  to  the  ruined  caftle  ;  from  the  top  of  which 
s  a  very  beautiful  view,  down  upon  the  woods, 
awns,  Hopes,  &c.  and  a  prodigious  extenfive  prof- 
iled over  the  country.  Worcefter^  Dudley^  the  Clee 
lills,  are  a  part  of  the  fcene  :  the  JVrekin^  at  forty 
niles,  and,  it  is  faid,  Radnor-tump^  at  eighty  miles 
liftance. 

Following  the  path,  you  pafs  a  triangular  water, 
'the  meaning  of  which  I  do  not  underffand,)  and 
walk  down  under  the  ihade  of  oaks,  by  the  fide  of  a 
binding  woody  hollow,  to  the  feat  of  Contemplation. 
The  view  is  only  down  into  the  hollow  among  the 
flees. 

We  come  next  to  the  hermitage,  which  looks 
lown  on  a  piece  of  water,  in  the  hollow,  thickly 
haded  with  tall  trees,  over  which  is  a  fine  view  of 
liftant  country  J  but  this  water  is  fomewhat  too  re- 
gular. 

Winding  down,  you  come  to  a  root-cave  by  the 
water's  edge— a  retired  fpot ;  and  at  the  other  end  of 
:he  pond  is  a  cave  of  grotto  work. 

Coming  out  of  the  grove,  and  rifing  the  hill,  you 

command  to  the  left,  as  you  move,  a  moft  beautiful 

view  of  the  country,  a  noble  fweep  of  inclofures  of 

1  charming  verdure,  to  a  bench,   from  which  you 

N  6  look 
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look  into  the  vale  on  the  houfe  at  your  feet,  with  a 
fweet  little  flream  ferpentining  by  it.  You  look  down 
on  lawns,  gay  f mi  ling  zuith  eternal  green,  thinly  feat 
tered  with  trees;  on  one  fide  of  which  is  the  houfe, 
and  around  the  whole  a  vail  range  of  inclofures.  To 
the  right  you  catch  a  moil  beautiful  final  1  green  hill, 
with  a  clump  of  trees  upon  it.  This  view  is  noble 
indeed  ! 

Turning  to  the  right  into  a  grove,  you  prefently 
come  to  a  moil:  delicious  fcene.  At  your  feet  is  fpread 
forth  a  lawn  of  the  fineil  verdure,  -a  cool  fequeftered 
hollow,  furrounded  with  thick  wood  ;  above  which, 
in  front,  you  catch  Thompfonh  feat,  in  the  very  fpot 
of  elegance  itfelf.  On  a  fweet  little  green  hill,  the 
top  of  which  juil  fliews  itfelf  above  the  trees,  half 
difclofes-the  temple  almoft  embefomed  in  wood,  A 
little  to  the  left  of  it,  and  higher,  is  the  Grecian 
portico,  finely  backed  with  a  fpreading  grove.  Over 
that,  on  a  noble  fweep  of  irregular  hill,  rifes  the 
obelifk,  -backed  with  a  vaft  range  of  woods,  in  the 
grandeft  ftile  :  The  variety  of  ground  fine,  and  the 
whole  of  it  ornamented  with  furprifing  taile,  as  well 
as  magnificence.  A  better  afifemblage  of  unconnected 
objects,  managed  moil  fkilfully  to  form  one  whole, 
can  fcarcely  be  imagined. 

Leaving  this  noble  fcene,  the  path  brings  you  to 
a  bench  under  a  very  fine  oak,  which  looks  down, 
as  before,  on  the  hollow  lawn.  In  front  you  view 
the  green  hill,  with  the  clump  of  trees  on  it,  which 
here  appears  exquifitively  beautiful.  On  one  fide  of 
it,  diftant  water  is  feen  moil  piclurefquely  among  the 
trees,  and  over  ail  the  Wrekin  rears  his  venerable 
head. 

Purfuing  the  walk  through  the  grove,  you  come 
to  the  feat  inferibed  §uieti  &  Mufis^  which  com- 
mands very  elegant  fcenes.  You  look  down  a  green 
hollow,  furrounded  by  fine  oaks  ;  to  the  right,  on 
water  through  the  trees ♦     Rifing  above  this  lower 

fcene, 
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fcene,  you  look  to  the  left  upon  Thompfons  feat, 
:hickly  backed,  and  furrounded  with  wood  ;  above 
it,  the  obelink  appears  very  noble.  To  the  right,  a 
Gothic  houfe  (the  parfonage)  is  feen  obfcurely  among 
the  trees,  and  inclofures  broken  by  wood  riling  one 
ibove  the  other. 

You  then  come  to  a  bench  under  a  ftately  oak, 
commanding  a  lawn.  To  the  right  you  fee  Pope's 
urn,  and  a  rifing  hill,  crowned  with  a  clump  of 
trees  ;  and  following  the  path,  it  brings  you  to  a 
very  fine  dell  arched  with  wood,  and  a  great  variety 
of  water  at  your  feet.  On  the  right,  clofe  to  you, 
a  fpring  guflies  out  of  the  ground  on  rock  work,  and 
falls  into  a  ftream  in  the  hollow.  Further  on,  ano- 
ther rill  murmurs  over  broken  rocks,  and  uniting 
with  the  fame  ftream,  it  falls  again,  and  winds  away 
moll  beautifully  among  the  woods. 

Crofiing  the  dell,  you  rife  to  another  feat,  the 
ftream  winding  in  the  hollow  beneath,  and  the  whole 
under  the  made  of  large  oaks.  To  the  right  you. 
catch  an  urn,  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  WUiiam 
SkenJIone^  Efq;  and  look  back  upon  the  Ionic  ro- 
tunda. 

Paffing  on,  we  came  to  a  bench  by  the  fide  of  the 
winding  ftream,  thickly  covered  with  v/ood  j  and 
entering  a  grove  almoft  impervious  to  the  fun,  met 
with  a  bench  around  a  vaft  cak,  that  commands  a 
fine  variety  of  fcenery.  To  the  right  you  look  upon 
the  river,  and  rifing  among  the  wood,  the  rotunda 
ftrikes  your  eye — the  fituation  admirable.  To  the 
left  you  command  the  Palladian  bridge,  havino-  a 
frefh  view  of  the  water,  in  a  hollow  all  overhung 
with  v/ood.  Behind,  on  a  fine  hill,  is  the  feat 
Quieti  &f  Mufts. 

Returning   through   the  grove,    you    pafs  feveral 
benches,  and  arrive  at  one   furrounded  by  the  moft 
bewitching   fcenes.     This  fpot,  a  mofs-feat,  is   to- 
tally fequeftered,  and  might  almoft  be  called  the  pa- 
S  radife 
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radife  for  contemplation  to  indulge  in.  The  whole 
is  over-arched  with  tall  fpreading  trees,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  with  banks  of  fhrubby  wood,  of  mofs  and 
ivy.  The  eye  cannot  wander  from  the  beautiful  in 
fearch  of  the  fublime,  nor  will  one  figh  ever  be  heard 
on  this  bank  for  diftant  profpecl:.  In  front  you  look 
upon  a  cafcade,  breaking  from  out  of  a  perpendicur 
lar  bank  of  ivy,  and  prefenting  to  the  eye  a  beautiful 
fall  of  tranfparent  water.;  which  glitters  in  this  dark 
grove — the  efFect  amazingly  fine.  It  takes  a  natural 
courfe,  and  breaking  over  a  ground  of  rock,  mofs, 
and  ivy,  lofes  itfelf  among  the  fhrubs  at  your  feet. 
To  the  right  is  a  fweet  little  watery  cave  of  rock, 
in  which  is  a  fmall  ftatue  of  Venus.  The  reft  of  the 
fcene  is  a  line  dark  made  of  wood. 

Winding  up  the  fide  of  the  hill,  you  look  down 
on  a  romantic  irriguous  woody  valley,  hearing  the 
noife  of  failing  water,  but  feeing  none.  Coming  to 
a  bench,  you  juft  look  down  to  the  right  on  a  gufh- 
ing  ftream  half  covered -with  trees.  In  front,  Venus 
appears  embofomed  in  a  hollow  of  wood. 

Winding  round  the  fides  of  the  river,  you  come 
to  the  Palladlan  bridge  ;  a  porticoed  temple  of  the 
Ionic  order —the  view  admirably  line.  You  here  look 
full  upon  a  beautiful  cafcade,  broken  into  two  meets 
by  a  rock,  which  falls  into  the  water  over  which  the 
bridge  is  thrown.  A  little  above  this  a  piece  of  wild 
ground  is  half  feen,  and  further  on  a  lawn,  at  the 
end  of  a  green  fwelling  hill,  upon  which  ftands  the 
rotunda.  The  line  of  view  to  thefe  objects  is  through 
a  thick  tall  wood,  which  gives  a  folemn  brownnefs 
to  the  whole  fcene,  and  is  very  noble. 

Leaving  this  exquifite  fpot,  you  turn  through  a 
grove  by  feveral  flight  water-falls,  and  come  out  not 
far  from  the  houfe. 

Though  this  enchanting  fcene  has  already  carried 
me  beyond  the  bounds  prefcribed  to  a  fingle  article 
in  this  work,  yet  I  cannot  quit  the  beauties  of  Hagley 

without 
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without  adding,  The  natural  variety  is  great,  and 
the  advantage  of  being  fo  nobly  clothed  with  vene- 
rable oaks,  peculiarly  fortunate;  but- Art  has  added 
frefh  luftre  to  every  feature  of  Nature,  and  created 
others,  which  difplay  a  pregnant  invention,  and  a 
pure  and  correct  tafte.  Waters  that  are  trifling  in 
themfelves,  are  thrown  into  appearances  that  ftrike 
and  delight  the  mind,  and  exhibited  in  fuch  an 
amazing  variety,  that  one  would  be  tempted  at  firfl 
to  think  the  fource  vaftly  more  confiderable  than  in 
reality  it  is.  Let  me  further  add,  that  the  buildings 
have  an  equal  variety,  are  all  in  a  moft  juft  tafte,  and 
placed  with  the  utmoft  judgment,  both  for  com- 
manding the  moft  beautiful  fcenes,  and  alfo  for  af- 
fifting  in  forming  them. 

A  little  below  Worcejier,  weftward,  the  Severn  re- 
ceives a  river  of  a  long  deep  courfe,  which  comes 
from  Shropjhire,  called  the  Teme,  on  which  ftands  a 
fmall  market-town,  called  Tenbury,  but  of  little  note. 
I  pa  (Ted  this  river  formerly  in  my  way  to  Ludlow,  at 
Broadway,  a  little  village ;  but  now  I  went  by  the 
way  of  Bewdley,  on  the  fide  of  Shropjhire. 

This  part  of  the  county,  and  all  the  county  of 
Salop,  is  filled  with  fine  feats  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try, which  we  have  not  room  to  defcribe.  But  al- 
though the  number  of  feats  is  not  diminifhed  in  thefe 
two  counties,  yet  many  of  the  parks  have  been  laid 
open,  and  converted  into  farms  ;  whereby  the  crwners 
have  greatly  enlarged  their  eftates,  efpecially  where 
the  land  was  good.  The  number  of  inclofed  parks 
in  Salop,  fome  years  ago,  was  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred. 

Bewdley,  or  Beau-lieu,  i.  e.  fine  Place,  faid  to  be 

fo  called   from  its  pleafant   and   delightful  fituation 

upon  the  fide  of  an   hill   declining  to  the  Severn,  is 

!  a  fmall  borough  and   bailiff  market-town,  well  fup- 

I  plied  with  corn,  malt,  leather,  and  caps,  which  the 

1  Dutch  (earner*  buy,  called  Monmouth  Caps,  and  noted 

for 
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for  the  palace  which  King  Henry  VII.  built  here  for 
his   fan  Prince  Arthur,  'called  TkkenhalL      It  had  a 
very  fine  park  about  it,  which,  with  the  houfe,  was  h 
deftroyed  by  the  enthufiafts   in  the  civil   war.     The  | 
town  fends  one  member  to  parliament. 

The  ends  of  the  hills  towards  the  rivers  are  gene- 
rally rocks  ;  and  Bluckjton-hill  has  an  hermitage  cut 
out  of  it,  with  a  chapel,  and  feveral  apartments.. 
Near  it  is  a  pretty  rock  upon  the  edge  of  the  water, 
covered  with  oaks,  and  many  curious  plants. 

Not  far  from  Cherbury-Fark  is  the.  parifli  of  Rock, 
where  the  famous  Augujlines  oak  flood,  fo  called 
from  a  conference  held  under  it  by  Auguftine,  and 
the  Britifh  bifhops,  about  the  celebration  of  Eafler% 
and  preaching  God's  word,  and  admin  iftering  bap- 
tifm  after  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Rome,  which 
the  Britijh  bifhops  refufed.  This  fa£r  is  memorable, 
as  it  mews,  that  all  our  Chriftianity  did  not  come 
originally  from  St.  Augufttne  and  the  papalifts. 

I  thought  to  have  returned  to  Worcejler,  and  fo 
proceeded  to  Hereford/hire ,  and  down  to  Mon?nouthr 
and  fo  round  to  the  coaft  of  Wales.  But  being  d-e- 
firous  to  take  in,  firft,  the  fouth  part  of  Shropjhire, 
I  followed  the  Severn  up  north,  and  came  to  Bridg- 
north, a  very  ancient  and  noted  borough- town,  fa  id 
to  be  built  by  Queen  Mthelfieda,  in  the  time  of  the 
heptarchy.  The  charter  given  by  King  John  men- 
tions a  former  by  King  Henry  II.  It  has  endured 
feveral  fie^es,  in  one  of  which  Hubert  de  St.  Clare* 
voluntarily  received  an  arrow  in  his  breaft,  which 
was  levelled  at  his  fovereign  King  Henry  II.  It  was 
almoft  deftroyed  by  fire,  in  its  defence  againft  Sir 
Lewis  Kirke,  an  oiHcer  in  the  parliament  army.' 
Upon  the  weft  bank  of  the  Severn  are  the  remains  of 
an  ancient  and  magnificent  convent  of  Francifcansr 
under  which  are  feveral  caverns,  running  a  great 
length, 

"Bridgnorth 
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Bridgnorth  confifts  of  two  towns,  the  high  and 
he  low,  which  are  feparated  by  the  Severn,  but 
mited  by  a  ftone  bridge  of  feven  arches,  which  hath 

gate  and  gate-houfe.  The  fituation  is^  pleafant, 
he  air  healthy,  the  profpecl  delightful,  and  commo- 
ious  for  trade.  It  hath  been  fortified  with  walls, 
nd  a  caftle  built  by  Robert  de  Belefme,  which  are 
Low  in  ruins  ;  and  the  area  in  the  laft  is  converted 
p  a  fine  bowling-green.  The  greets  are  well  paved. 
I  art  of  the  Cowgate-Jireei  is  a  rock  rifmg  perpendicu- 
irly,  where  are  feveral  tenements,  which  have  an 
jgreeable,  though  grotefque  appearance.  It  is  go- 
[erned  by  tv/o  bailiffs  chofen  annually.  It  is  noted 
br  good  gun-makers,  and  for  its  ftocking  manufac- 
.ire.  It  has  a  well-replenifhed  market  on  Saturday*, 
nd  four  fairs  :  Thurfday  before  Shrove-Tuefday,  for 
attie,  hogs,  cheefe,  and  cloth;  June  30,  and  Au- 
ujl  2,  for  the  fame  j  and  October  29,  for  cattle, 
lit,  butter,  and  cheefe.  Here  are  tv/o  churches  in 
he  high  town,  St.  Mary  Magdalen's,  made  a  free 
hapel,  and  exempted  from  epiicopal  jurisdiction, 
y  King  John  ;  and  St.  Leonard's,  which  was  burnt 
1  the  civil  commotions  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
.  and  lately  rebuilt  by  the  inhabitants  ;  (but  the 
ollege,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate,  was  never 
adored)  and  though  the  parifhes  are  large,  and  the 
own  populous,  they  are  very  indifferently  endowed, 
nd  fo  is  the  free-fchool,  which  has  only  24/.  per 
nnum.  There  is  an  hollow  way  cut  through  the 
sck,  leading  frorri  the  high  town  to  the  bridge,  of 
fie  depth  of  20  feet,  in  fome  parts  of  it ;  and  like- 
/ife  many  vaults  and  dwellings  are  hewn  out  of  the 
ock.   The  town  fends  two  members  to  parliament. 

There  is  a  walk  round  the  caftle,  kept  in  good 
rder,  which  commands  a  profpecl  of  the  low  town, 
he  river,  and  the  common,  called  Morfe,  where  the 
aces  are  kept.  There  is  alfo  a  pleafant  walk  on 
Morfe,  which  affords  a  charming  view  of  the  adja- 
cent 
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cent   country.      The   town  is   fupplied   with  wate 
from  the  river,  which  is  forced  up  the  hill   into 
refervoir,  and  thence   distributed  to  all  parts   of  th 
town. 

From  hence  we  advanced  in  the  direct  road 
Shrew/bury,  and  came  to  Great  Wenlock,  an  ancier 
incorporated  town,  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  bui 
gefles  ;  which  returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

Leaving  Shrew/bury  for  my  obfervation  at  my  n 
turn  from  Wales  through  Che/hire,  we  turned  mo: 
here,  and  fell  down  fouthward  to  Ludlow. 

On  the  extremity  of  this  county,  in  a  kind  of  pre 
montory,  which  runs  in  between  Montgomery  [hi, 
and  Radnor/hire,  upon  the  Clun,  lies 

Bi/hops-CaJlle,  a  fmall  market,  bailiwick,  and  b< 
rough-town,  which  fends  two  members  to  parli; 
ment  :  And  not  very  far  from  it,  juft  at  the  entrant 
in:o  Montgomery/hire,  is  a  noted  placed  called  Bz/hop 
mott9  where  is  an  acre  of  ground,  furrounded  wii 
an  intrenchment.  The  Clun  meets  the  Teme  aX^Lut 
low,  and  both,  united,  run  to  Clebury,  a  fmall  tow 
on  the  borders  of  Worcejier/hire,  where  it  falls  im 
the  Severn. 

The  caille  of  Ludlow  fhews  plainly  in  its  deca; 
what  it  was  in  its  flourishing  ftate  :  It  is  the  pala< 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  right  of  his  principality 

Its  fituation  is  indeed  beautiful ;  there  is  a  mc 
fpacious  plain  or  lawn  in  its  front,  which  former, 
continued  near  two  miles  ;  but  much  of  it  is  now  ii 
clofed.  The  country  round  it  is  exceeding  pleafan 
fertile,  populous,  and  the  foil  rich  ;  nothing  can  1 
added  by  nature,  to  make  it  a  place  fit  for  a  roy 
palace.  It  is  built  in  the  north-weft  angle  of  tl 
town -upon  a  rock,  commanding  a  delightful  pro 
pect  northwards  ;  and  on  the  weft  is  fhaded  by  a  loft 
hill,  and  walhed  by  the  river.  The  battlements  aj 
of  great  height  and  thicknefs,  with  towers  at  cor 
yenient   diftances.     That  half  which   is  within  tr 

wal 
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■alls  of  the  town  is  fecured  with  a  deep  ditch  ;  the 
cher  is  founded  on  a  folid  rock.  A  chapel  here  has 
)undance  of  coats  of  arms  upon  the  pannels,  as  has 
le  hall,  together  with  lances,  fpears,  fire-locks, 
id  old  armour.  This  caftle  was  built  by  Roger  de 
Montgomery,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  town  of  Ludlow  is  likewife  fortified  with 
alls,  through  which  are  feven  gates.  It  is  well 
uilt,  and  a  place  of  good  trade,  and  in  a  thriving 
ate,  notwithstanding  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
ifcle,  and  the  abolifhing  of  the  court  held  there  for 
le  marches.  It  ftands  on  the  edge  of  the  two  coun- 
es,  Shropjhire  and  Worcejlerfmre,  but  is  itfeif  in  the 
rft. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town  runs  the  Teme,  over 
hich  is  a  good  bridge.  The  river  has  feveral  dams 
:rofs  it,  in  the  nature  of  cataracts,  whereby  abun- 
mce  of  mills  are  turned,  and  great  is  the  roar  of 
le  fuperfluous  waters. 

Ludlow  has  a  very  good  church,  with  anjiandfome 
>wer,  and  a  pleafing  ring  of  fix  bells.  The  win- 
dws  are  full  of  painted  glafs,  pretty  entire. 

There  are  fome  old  monuments  of  the  lords  pre- 
dents,  &c.  and  an  inscription  upon  the  north  wall 
f  the  choir,  relating  to  Prince  Arthur,  elded  brother 
)  King  Henry  VIII.  who  died  here ;  and  in  this  fpot 
is  bowels  were  depohted.  It  is  faid,  that  his  heart 
'as  taken  up  fome  time  ago  in  a  leaden  box. 

In  an  eaftern  angle  of  the  choir  is  a  clofet,  an- 
iently  called  The  Godhoufe,  where  the  priefls  fecured 
leir  confecrated  utenfils.  The  window  is  ftrongly 
arred  on  the  outfide.  The  church  is  dedicated  to 
Laurence ;  and  in  the  market-place  is  a  cittern  or 
onduit,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  long  [tone  crofs, 

aring  a  nich,   in  which  is  the  image  of  that  faint. 

Weft  of  the  church  was  a  college,  now  converted 
Ho  a  private  houfe.  There  was  a  rich  priory  out  of 
ie  town,  on  the  north  fide  of  which  are  but  few 

ruins 
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ruins  to  be  feen,  except  a  fmall  church,  which  for 
merly  belonged  to  it.  The  Weljh  call  this  town  Ly 
y  Tywyfog,  i.  e.  The  Prince's  Court.  Mr.  Camde 
calls  the  river  Teme  the  Temd,  and  another  river 
V/hich  joins  it  jufl  at  this  town,  the  Corve  ;  whenc 
the  rich  flat  country  below  the  town  is  called  CorveJ 
dale.  It  is  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  12  aldermen, 
recorder,  25  common-council-men,  and  other  infe  1 
rior  orBcers,  and  has  the  particular  privilege  of  try 
ing  and  executing  criminals.  It  has  an  alms-houf 
for  30  poor  people  ->  and  fends  two  members  to  par 
liament. 

King  Henry  VIII.  eftablimed  here  the  court  of  th 
prefident  and  council  of  the  marches,  before -men 
tioned  5  and  all  caufes  of  nifi  prius,  or  of  civil  righ 
were  tried  here,  before  the  lord  prefident  and  coun 
cil ,  but  this  court,  being-  grown  a  great  grievanc 
to  the  public,  was  entirely  taken  away  by  acl:  of  pai 
liament,  in  the  firft  year  of  King  William  and  Quee 
Mary. 

About  four  miles  from  hence  is  Oakley  Park,  lat 
the  it?X  of  the  Earl  of  Powis,  and  fold  by  him  t 
Lord  Clive. 

From  Ludlow  we  took  our  courfe  ftill  due  fouth  t 
Lemfter,  or  Leominfter,  a  large  market-town  on  th 
river  Lug,  over  which  it  hath  feveral  bridges.  It  i 
governed  by  an  high-fteward,  a  bailiff,  a  recorde; 
12  capital  burgefles,  &c.  and  returns  two  members  t 
parliament.  The  church,  which  is  large,  has  been  i 
a  manner  rebuilt,  and  is  now  very  beautiful.  Th 
town  is  noted  for  its  fine  wool,  and  the  beir  v 
and  consequently  the  fmeft  bread  ;  and  alfo  for  th 
beft  barley  5  whence  Lem/ler  bread,  and  Weobly  ai. 
are  become  a  proverbial  faying. 

It  is  a  town  of  brifk  trade  in  wool,  hat-making 
leather,  &c.  and  lies  in  a  valley  exceedingly  iuxu 
riant.  Three  rivers  of  a  very  fwift  current  go  throug 

tr 
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ie  town,  befides  others  very  near.  The  inhabitants 
lake  great  ufe  of  thefe  by  mills,  and  other  machinery, 
1  the  various  branches  of  their  trade.  There  are 
)me  poor  remains  of  the  priory,  chiefly  a  little  cha- 
el,  which  probably  belonged  to  the  prior's  family. 
Jnderneath  it  runs  a  pretty  rivulet,  which  ufed  to 
rind  his  corn,  now  converted  to  a  fulling-mill. 
Jear  it  are  very  large  ponds  for  fifh. 

At  Lemfter  there  is  an  alms-houfe,  founded  by  the 
/idow  of  a  man  who  gave  away  the  beft  part  of  his 
ffedts  in  his  lifetime.  In  a  nich  over  the  entrance 
5  his  figure,  holding  up  an  hatchet,  with  thefe  words 
nder  : 

Let  him  that  gives  his  goods  before  he  is  dead, 
'Take  this  hatchet,  and  cut  off  his  head. 

Pcmbridge,  TVeobly,  and  Kyneton,  lie  fouth-weft  of 
lemfter ',  and  form  in  their  fituation  a  kind  of  triangle. 
They  are  all  market-towns,  and  the  firft  is  pretty 
onfiderable  for  the  clothing-trade ;  the  fecond  for 
le,  and  for  fending  two  members  to  parliament ; 
mt  the  third  for  nothing  that  I  know  of. 

The  country  on  the  right,  as  we  came  from  Lud- 
ow,  is  very  fruitful  and  pleafant,  and  is  called  the 
mndred  of  Wig-more,  from  which  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
akes  the  title  of  baron,  but  his  feat  is  at  Eyewood 
A  this  part.  Here  we  faw  the  two  ancient  caftles  of 
Brampton- Brian,  and  JVigmore,  both  belonging  to  the 
ate  Earl's  grandfather,  Sir  Edward Har ley.  Bramp- 
sn  is  a  {lately  pile,  but  not  kept  in  full  repair.  The 
Darks  are  fine,  and  full  of  large  timber. 

We  are  now  on  the  borders  of  Wales,  properly  fo 
ailed  ;  for  from  the  windows  of  Brampton  caftle, 
you  have  a  fine  profpedt.  into  the  county  of  Radnor, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  under  its  walls;  nay,  even 
this  whole  county  of  Hereford  was  deemed  a  part  of 
Wales  for  many  ages.     The  people  of  this  county  al fa 

boaft, 
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boaft,  that  they  were  of  the  ancient  Silures,  who  fo 
fo  many  ages  withftood  the  Ro?nan  arms,  and  coul 
never  be  entirely  conquered.  They  are  a  diligen 
and  laborious  people,  chiefly  addicted  to  hufbandry 
and  they  boaft,  that  they  have  the  fmeft  wool,  th 
beft  hops,  and  the  rrcheft  cyder,  in  all  Britain 
and  potfibly  with  fome  reafon  ;  for  the  woe 
about  Leominfler,  and  in  the  hundred  of  IVigm&re 
and  the  Golden  Vale,  as  it  is  called  for  its  richnefso. 
the  banks  of  the  river  Dore  (all  in  this  county),  i 
as  line  as  any  in  England,  the  South-down  wool  nc 
excepted.  As  for  Hops,  they  plant  abundance  al 
over  this  county,  and  they  are  very  good.  Cyder  i 
the  common  drink  of  the  county,  and  fo  very  goo 
and  cheap,  that  we  never  found  fault,  though  w 
could  get  no  other  drink  for  20  miles  together.  Gre? 
quantities  of  this  cyder  are  fent  to  London,  even  b 
land-carriage,  though  fo  very  remote  ;  which  is  a 
evidence  in  its  favour  beyond  contradiction. 

One  would  hardly  expect  fo  pleafantand  fruitful 
country  as    this,  fo  rear   the    barren  mountains  c 
Wales  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  not  any  of  our  foutheri 
counties,  the  neighbourhood  of  London  excepted,  com 
up  to  the  fertility  of  this  county. 

From  Leominfter  it  is  ten  miles  to  Hereford,  the  chie 
city,  not  of  this  county  only,  but  of  all  the  countie 
weft  of  the  Severn.  In  the  time  of  the  civil  war 
it  was  very  ftrong,  and,  being  well  fortified,  and  a 
well  defended,  fupported  a  tedious  and  fevere  fiege 
for,  befides  the  parliament's  forces,  who  could  neve 
reduce  it,  the  Scots  army  was  called  to  the  work 
who  continued  before  it  till  they  loft  above  4000  0 
their  men  ;  and  at  laft  it  was  rather  furrendered  b; 
the  fatal  iffue  of  the  war,  than  by  the  attacks  of  th 
befiegers. 

It  had  before  this  fix  parifh-churches  ;  but  two  0 
them  were  demolished  at  that  time.  It  has  an  hof 
pital  liberally  endowed  for  12  poor  people. 
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The  city  of  Hereford  probably  fprung  from  the 
lins  of  the  Roman  Ariconiwn,  now  Kenchejier,  three 
>iles  off,  higher  up  the  river  Wye,  but  not  very  near 
,  which  may  be  a  reafon  for  its  decay. 
I  Kenchejrer  Rands  upon  a  little  brook,  called  the  Ine, 
-hich  thence  encompafiing  the  walls  g£  Hereford, 
ills  into  the  Wye, 

Archenfield  feems  to  retain  the  name  of  Ariconium, 
Nothing  remains  of  its  fplendor,  but  a  piece  of  a 
hmple  probably,  with  a  nich,  which  is  five  feet 
igh,  and  three  broad  within,  built  of  brick,  ftone, 
id  indiflbluble  mortar.  There-  are  many  large 
mndations  near  it.  A  very  fine  Mofaic  floor,  a 
w  years  ago,  was  found  entire,  which  was  foon  torn 
>  pieces  by  the  ignorant  country-people.  A  bath 
■as  here  found  by  Sir  John  Ho/kins,  about  feven  feet 
juare,  the  pipes  of  lead  entire  :   thofe  of  brick  were 

foot" long,  three  inches  fquare,  let  artificially  into 
ne  another ;  over  thefe,  I  fuppofe,  was  a  pavement. 

All  round  the  city  you  may  eafily  trace  the  walls, 
)me  ftones  being  left  every-where,  though  over- 
rown  by  hedges  and  timber- trees.  The  fituation  of 
le  place  is  a  gentle  eminence  of  a  fquareifh  form  ; 
le  earth  black  and  rich,  over  grown  with  brambles, 
ak-trees  full  of  ftones,  foundations,  and  cavities, 
fhere  they  have  been  digging,  and  found  many 
oins,  cifV. 

This  city  is  overlooked  and  fheltered  towards  the 
orth  with  a  prodigious  mountain  of  iteep  afcent;  on 
he  top  ftands  a  vafl  camp,  with  works  altogether 
nacceflible,  which  is  called  Credon-hilL  At  the  fum- 
lit,  you  are  prefented  with  an  extenfive  profpecl,  as 
ar  as  St.  Michael's  Mount  in  Monmouth foire ;  crown- 
d  with  two  tops,  and  of  confiderable  refort  among 
.ealots  of  the  Romijh  perfuafion,  who  believe  this 
loly  hill  was  fent  thither  by  St.  Patrick  out  of  Ireland, 
nd  that  it  works  wonders  in  feveral  cafes. 

On  the   other  fide,  is  the  vaft  black  mountain, 

which 
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which  feparates  Brecknockfoire  from  this  county.  Th< 
town  underneath  appears  like  a  little  copfe.  binder- 
bill,  whereon  is  a  Roman  camp,  ftands  on  the  con- 
trary bank  of  the  Wye. 

Upon  the  Lug  are  button-walls,  another  vaft  Romat 
camp  upon  an  hill  overlooking  a  beautiful  vale. 
wThich  was  the  regal  refidenoe  of  the  powerful  Kiii| 
Offa  ;  but  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  murder  of  youn^ 
Kins;  Eihclbert,  whom  he  allured  thither  under  pretex1 
of  courting  his  daughter,  and  who  was  buried  in  the 
neighbouring  church  of  Marden,  fituate  in  a  marfti 
by  the  river-fide.  Hence  his  body  was  afterward; 
conveyed  to  Hereford,  and  enfhrined  ;  but  the  parti- 
cular place  cannot  be  found,  his  monument  being  de- 
flroyed  by  the  Weljh  under  a  rebellious  Earl  of  Mercia 
who  alfo  plundered  the  city,  and  robbed  the  eccle- 
fiaftics. 

In  the  north  aile  of  the  cathedral  of  Hereford. 
is  the  fhrine,  where  the  body  of  Cantilupe,  the  greai 
miracle-monger  in  the  weft"  of  England,  was  depo- 
flted  ;  which  aile  was  built  by  himfelf,  and  on  the 
wall  he  is  painted.  All  round  are  the  marks  oi 
.hooks,  where  the  banners,  lamps,  reliques,  and  othei| 
prefents  were  hung- up.  And  the  riches  of  this 
place  were  doubtlefs  very  confiderable  ;  for  it  is  welJ 
guarded  againfi  the  aflaults  of  thieves.  The  fhrine 
is  of  flone,  carved  round  with  knights  in  armour. 

The  church,  built  by  Bifhop  Althelflan,  is  very  old 
and  ftately.  The  fpire  is  not  high,  but  handfome; 
and  there  is  a  fine  tower  at  the  weft-end.  The  roof, 
ailes,  and  chapel,  have  been  added  to  the  more  an- 
cient part  by  fucceflive  Biihops,  as  alfo  the  towers, 
cloifters,  &c.  The  choir,  though  plain,  ishandfome; 
and  there  is  a  very  good  organ.  Adjoining  to  the 
church  is  a  college  for  12  vicars,  and  the  chorifters. 

The  chapter-houfe,  which  was  very  beautiful, 
was  deftroyed  in  the  civil  wars.  About  four  win- 
dows are  left  Handing  j  and  the  fpringings  of  the  ftone 

arches 
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rches  between  are  of  fine  ribwork,  which  compofed 
le  roof,  of  that  fort  of  architecture,  wherewith 
Ung's  College-Chapel  was  built.  Two  windows 
/•ere  pulled  down  by  Bifhop  Bijfe,  which  he  ufed  in 
ew  fitting-up  the  epifcopal  palace.  Under  the 
Endows,  in  every  compartment,  was  painted  a 
ling,  Bifhop,  Saint,  Virgin,  or  the  like;  fome  of 
diich  were  diftincl:  enough,  though  fo  long  expofed 
)  the  weather. 

Here  are  a  great  number  of  monuments  of  Bifhops, 
[id  many  valuable  brafles  and  tombs. 

There  is  a  very  grand  room  lately  built  near  the 
hurch  for  the  meeting  of  the  fons  of  the  clergy. 
^he  church-yard  is  large  and  handfome,  being  the 
nly  one  in  the  city.  The  deanry  flands  on  the 
ill-fide  of  the  church,  and  is  a  good  building  ; 
le  Chancellor's-houfe,  and  one  or  two  more  belong- 
lg  to  the  dignitaries,  are  neat  modern  buildings. 

Between  the  cathedral  and  palace  is  a  moil  vene- 
ible  pile,  built  and  roofed  with  ilone,  confining  of 
vo  chapels,  one  above  the  other;  the  upper  dedi- 
ated  to  St.  Magdalen  ;  the  lower,  which  is  fome  ileps 
nder-ground,  to  St.  Catharine. 

The  government  of  the  city  is  adminiftered  by  a 
layor,  recorder,  and  common-council.  There  are 
fo  peculiar  privileges  for  companies,  who  have  fe- 
arate  halls,  and  power  of  making  by-lawTs  for  the 
snefit  of  their  trade.  It  has  three  markets,  IVed- 
tfdaysy  Fridays^  and  Saturdays  ;  and  four  fairs,  Sa- 
irday  before  Palm-Sunday^  and  Saturday  in  Eajhr 
eek,  for  cattle  and  linen  ;  Jug.  15,  and  Sept.  19, 
>r  cattle,  cheefe,  hops,  and  linen.  The  city  fends 
vo  members  to  parliament. 

The  caftle  was  a  noble  work,  built  by  one  of  the 
'dwards  before  the  reign  of  JVtlllam  I.  ftrongly  walled 
id  ditched..  There  is  a  very  lofty  artificial  keep, 
aving  a  well  fenced  with  good  ftone  ;  and  by  the 
de  of  the  ditch  a  fpring  confecrated  to  St,  Ethelbert, 

Vol.  II.  O  with 
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with  an  old  flone  arch.  Upon  the  fite  of  the  ar 
cient  caftle,  the  corporation  have  made  a  pub! 
walk,  called  the  Caftle  Green.  It  is  very  handfom<i 
well  kept  and  adorned  with  feats,  buildings,  treej 
&c.  it  is  warned  on  one  fide  by  the  river  Wye,  con 
mands  the  moft  pleafing  profpe&s,  and  is  certain! 
one  of  the  moft  delightful  public  walks  belonging 
any  town  in  England. 

Here   is  alfo  a  very  fpacious  and  handfome  mui! 
room,    where  the  triennial   mufic-meeting   is   heL 
A  very  handfome  county  hofpital  alfo,  is  juft  erecl:e 
upon   the   plan  of  the   Worcejler  and   Gloucejler  i. 
firmaries. 

The  neighbouring  hill,  called  Bryn-mawr,  or  1\ 
great  Hill,  makes  amends  for  the  tedioufnefs  of  clim  »j 
ing  it,  by  the  pleafure  we  receive  from  its  woo  I 
creft,   and  extenfive  profpecl:. 

At  the  city  of  Hereford  we  could  not  but  enqu  kj 
into  the  truth  of  the  removing  the  two  great  ft°*~H 
near  Sutton ;  which  was  confirmed  to  us.  The  fkl 
is  thus  : 

Between  Sutton  and  Hereford,  in  a  common  mefj 
dow,  called  the  Wergins,  were  placed  two  large  ftorlj 
for  a  water-mark  ;  one  erected  upright,  and  the  otlij 
laid  athwart.  In  the  civil  wars,  about  the  y<p 
1652,  they  removed  to  about  twelve-fcore  paces  (| 
fiance,  and  nobody  knew  how  :  when  they  were  I 
in  their  places  again,  one  of  them  required  nine  yo I 
of  oxen  to  draw  it. 

Ledbury  lies  eaftward  of  Hereford,  near  the  foutj] 
end  of  the  Malvern  hills.  It  is  a  fine  well-buj 
market-town,  fituate  in  rich  clayey  grounds,  all, 
much  inhabited  by  clothiers.  Here  is  an  hofpital  :K 
the  poor,  well  endowed,  and  a  charity- fchool  for  1 
poor  children. 

Not  far  from  Ledbury,  is  Colzual ;  near  which,  upji 

the  wafte,  as  a  countryman  was  digging  a  ditch  abci 

his  cottage,  he  found  a  crown  or  coronet  .of  .goL 

1  w  1 
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with   gems  fet  deep  in    it.     It    was  of  a  fize   large 

enough   to   be   drawn   over  the  arm  with  the  fleeve. 

The  (tones  of  it  are  faid  to  have  been  fo  valuable,  a> 

to  be  fold  by  a  jeweller  for  1500/. 

Hereford,  though  a  large  and  populous  city,  may 

yet  be  faid  to  be  old,  mean-built,  and   very  dirty, 

lying  low,  and  on  the  bank  of  the  Wye,  which  fome- 

times  incommodes  them  very  much,  by  the  violent 

frefhes  that  come  down  from  the  mountains  of  Wales  ; 

for  all  the  rivers  of  this  county,  except  the  Diffrin- 

Doe,  come  out  of  Wales. 

This  city  hath  live  gates,  viz.  St.  Owen's,  Bijlers, 

Wigmerjh,  Eign,  and  Fryn-gates.  The  other  churches 
!are,  All-Saints,  St.  Peter 's,  and  St,  Nicholas's.  This 
j  city  gives  the  title  of  Vifcount  to  the  noble  family 

of  Devereux,    defcended   from   the   Bohuns,   ancient 

Earls  of  Hereford. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738,  they  began  to 
1  pull  down  the  old  Gothic  chapel  belonging  to  the 
1  Biftiop's  Palace  at  Hereford,  in  order  to  erect  a  pile 
;  in  a  politer  tafte,  for  the  public  fervice.  The  de- 
'  molifhed  chapel  was  faid  to  be  as  old  as  the  Norman 
i  inyafion. 

Between  Leominjier  and  this  city  is  another  Hamp- 
I  ton-Court,  the  feat  of  the  late  Earl  of  Coningjby.  This 
•  is  a  fine  feat,  built  by  Henry  Bolingbroke  Duke  of 
\LancaJler,  afterwards  King  Henry  IV.  in  the  form 
|lof  acaflle,  fituate  in   a  valley  upon  a  rapid  river, 

under  coverture  of  Bryn-mazvr.  The  gardens  are 
jvery  pleafant,  terminated  by  vaft  woods  covering  all 

the  Hoping  fide  of  the  hill.  There  is  a  plentiful 
"fupply  of  water  on  all  fides  of  the  houfe,  for  foun- 
tains, bafons,  and  canals.  Within,  are  excellent 
.;  pictures  of  the  Earl's  anceftors  and  others,  by  Hol- 
vben,  Dobfon,  Vandyke,  Sir  P.  Lely,  he.  an  original 
\oi  the  founder  King  Henry  IV.  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
tithe  Datchefs  of  Port/mouth,  &c. 

O  2  The 
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The  windows  of  the  chapel  are  well  painted : 
there  are  fome   ftatues  of  the  Coning fbies. 

Here  are  two  new  geometrical  flair-cafes.  The 
record-room  is  on  the  top  of  a  tower  arched  with 
Hone,  paved  with  Roman  brick,  and  has  an  iron 
door.  From  the  bottom  of  a  ftair-cafe,  which  reaches 
to  the  top  of  the  houfe,  a  fubterraneous  communica- 
tion is  faid  to  reach  into  Bryn-nwwr  wood. 

The  park  is  very  fine,  eight  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence, and  contains  plenty  of  deer.  There  are  ex-! 
tenfive  profpects,  on  one  fide  reaching  into  JViltJhlre 
on  the  other  over  the  Weljh  mountains  j  lawns,  groves 
canals,  hills,  and  plains.  There  is  a  pool  thre 
quarters  of  a  mile  long,  very  broad,  and  inclofei 
between  two  great  woods.  The  dam  which  form 
it,  and  is  made  over  a  valley,  coft  800/.  and  vva 
finifhed  in  a  fortnight.  A  new  river  is  cut  quit 
through  the  park,  the  channel  of  which,  for  a  Ion 
way  together,  is  hewn  out  of  the  rock.  This  ferve 
to  enrich  vail  tracts  of  land,  which  before  wer 
barren.  Here  alfo  are  new  gardens  and  canals  lai 
out,  and  new  plantations  of  timber  in  proper  places. 

Warrens,  decoys,  fheep-walks,  paftures  for  cattk 
&c,  fupply  the  houfe  with  all  forts  of  convenience 
and  neceliaries. 

Weft  ward  of  Hereford,  the  Golden  Vale  before 
mentioned,  extends  itfelf  along  the  river  Dore,  whic 
runs  through  the  midft  of  it,  and  is  called  by  tb 
Britons,  Dyffryn-Jur,  or  the  Golden  Vale,  from  it 
pleafant  fertility  in  the  fpring,  when  it  is  covere 
over  with  a  yellow  livery  of  flowers.  It  is  encom 
palTed  with  hills,  which  are  crowned  with  woods. 

From  Hereford^  upon  a  very  fine  ftone  caufewa 
of  near  a  mile  long,  we  came  to  Rofs,  famous  fc 
cyder,  a  great  manufacture  of  iron-ware,  and  i 
trade  on  the  river  Wye.  It  is  a  fine  well-built  ol 
town,  and  has  a  handfome  church  in  it,  with  tw 
charity-fchools,  one  for  30  boys,  the  other  for  2 
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iris,  who  are  taught  and  cloathed  by  fubfcription. 
ut  was  made  a  free  borough  by  Henry  III. 

From  hence   we  came  at  about  eight  miles  morer 

ito  Monmouthjhire,  formerly  a    Weljb,  but   now  an 

V.ngUJh  county,  and   to  the  town  of  Monmouth.     It 

U  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  large,  and  well-built, 

tuated   at  the  conflux  of  the   Wye  and  Munnow, 

/hence  its  name;  it  ftands  in  the  angle  where  the 

livers  join,  and  has  a  bridge  over  each  river,  and  a 

Ihird  over  the  river  frothy,  which  comes  in  juft  be- 

pw  the  other. 

This  town  fhews  marks  of  great  antiquity  ;  and, 

■v  the  remains  of  walls,  lines,  curtains,  and  baftions, 

i  hat  it  has  been  very  frrong.     It  is  a  borough-town,. 

;overned   by  two  bailiffs,   15  common-council-men, 

nd  a  town-clerk  ;  and   fends  one  member  to  par- 

iiament.     At  prefent  it  is  not  very  flourishing  ;  yet 

It  drives  a  confiderabie  trade  wTith  the  city  of  Brijhl* 

>y  the  navigation  of  the  Wye, 

This  river,  having  received  two  large  ftreams,  the 
Mumiozv  and  the  Trotby ,  becomes  a  noble  river.; 
md  with  a  deep  channel  and  a  full  current,  hurries 
iway  towards  the  Tea,  carrying  veifels  of  a  consider- 
able burden. 

Near  Monmouth,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  a  fine 
feat,  called  Troy-houfe. 

Lower  down  upon  the  Wye,  in  this  fhire,  ftands 
Chepfioiu,  the  fea-port  for  all  the  towns  feated  on 
this  river,  and  the  Lug,  and  where  their  commerce 
feems  to  center.  Hither  fhips  of  good  burden  may 
[come  up,  and  the  tide  runs  with  the  fame  impetuous 
current  as  at  Briftol ;  the  flood  rifing  ordinarily  from 
36  or  39  feet,  at  Chepjhw  bridge,  which  is  a  very 
noble  one,  though  built  of  timber,  and  no  lefs  than 
70  feet  high  from  the  furface  of  the  water,  when  the 
tide  is  out.  That  this  was  not  a  needlefs  height, 
was  evident  in  January  1738,  when  the  water  rofe 
O   3  at 
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at  the  bridge  upwards  of  70  feet,  and  very  much 
damaged  it  :  one  man  loft  above  130  head  of  cattle, 
which,  with  other  damages  it  did  there,  and  in  the 
adjacent  places,  were  computed  at  7  or  8000  /.  Chep- 
Jhw  has  a  well  frequented  market,  efpecially  for 
corn.  The  bridge,  as  half  of  it  is  in  Gloucejlerjbire, 
is  maintained  at  the  expence  of  both  counties. 

The  remains  of  the  caftle  form  a  mod  beautiful 
object  as  you  enter  the  town,  as  well  as  from  the 
woods,  &c.  of  Persfield,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Morris, 
which  without  entering  into  a  defcription  that  would 
demand  a  volume,  poflfeiTes  the  moft  beautiful  and 
magnificent  fcenery,  take  it  in  all  its  parts  and  va- 
rieties, of  any  place  in  the  kingdom.  It  commands 
the  conflux  of  the  Wye  and  the  Severn,  and  looks 
down  the  latter  to  the  Brijiol  channel,  while  ftu- 
pendous  rocks,  immenfe  woods,  diftant  profpecls. 
and  all  the  fofter  beauties  of  elegant  improvement 
render  'Per 5 field  a  fcene  that  fills  the  beholder  with 
the  moft  ravifhing  admiration. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cbepjlow,  being  induftrious, 
draw  to  themfelves  a  large  fhafe  of  trade  from  the 
neighbouring  counties,  which  abound  in  corn  and 
provifions*  and  have  a  great  intercourfe,  by  the  di- 
flribution  and  exportation  of  what  they  thus  receive, 
with  Gloucefter  and  Brlftol. 

Two  miles  from  this  town  is  the  famous  pafiage 
over  the  Severn,  on  this  fide  called  Beachley,  and  on 
the  other  Aujl,  as  I  have  mentioned  before.  Here 
Offas  Dyke  begins,  and,  palling  through  Radnorjh/re, 
extends  itfelf  up  to  Flint/hire ,  and  fo  to  the  river  Dee, 
which  parts  Wales  from  Chefbire. 

We  turned  northwards,  and  arrived  at  Aberga- 
venny, a  market- town,  iltuated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Gavenny,  as  its  name  figniiies,  running  into  the  U/k.' 
It  carries  on  fome  trade  in  flannels,  which  the  coun- 
try-people manufacture  at  home,  and  bring  hither  to 
fell.     It  is   a  great  thoroughfare  from  the  wefterrv 

parts1 
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arts  of  Wales  to  Briftol  and  Bath  by  Chepftow,  and 
o  Gloucejler  by  Monmouth  ;  and  fo  crofling  the  river 
hrough  Coif  or  d,  and  the  foreft  of  Dean.  This  town 
s  governed  by  a  bailiff,  recorder,  and  27-burgefles. 

The  environs  of  Abergavenny  are  rich  and  beau- 
iful,  and,  like  the  reft  of  the  vale  from  Brecknock  y 
bound  with  the  molt  charming  variety  of  iandfcape. 
The  profpects  are  terminated  at  proper  diftances  with 
nountains,  among  which,  at  the  oppofite  fide  of 
he  town,  Skirid-vawr  and  Blorench  raife  their  con- 
spicuous heads. 

The  town  has  a  few  good  houfes  fcattered  in  it-; 
gftt,  in  general,  the  frreets  are  narrow,  ill-paved, 
md  ill-built:  fome  of  the  walls,  and  part  of  the 
:ower  on  the  keep,  are  the  only  remains  of  a  once 
louriming  Norman  caftle.  My  curiofity  did  not  lead 
ne  to  vifit  the  new  college  or  feminary,  which  was 
ately  founded  in  this  neighbourhood,  by  the  pious 
munificence  of  a  right  honourable  Lrady. 

This  academy  is  inflituted  for  the  inftru&ion 
and  maintenance  of  youths  who  may  {hew  any  for- 
ward or  extraordinary  marks  of  genius.  The  (lu- 
dents  may  be  taken  from  the  cottage,  or  from  the 
field,  without  diftinction  of  rank  or  age  ;  but  their 
abilities  or  their  call  mufr.  be  indifputable,  before 
they  can  be  admitted  within  thofe  facred  walls  :  fhelb 
are  the  only  qualifications  required. 

The  fuel  in  this  county  is  pit-coal,  and  is  very 
cheap,  infomuch  that  they  fell  an  horfe-load  for  two 
pence,  at  the  pit-mouth  5  and  it  is  common  in  the 
meaneft  cot  to  lee  a  good  fire. 

Great  quantities  of  corn  are  exported  out  of  this 
county  ;  and  frequently  the  Briftol  merchants  fend 
their  fhips  hither  to  load  for  Portugal,  and  other 
foreign  countries. 
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Containing  a  defer iption  of  the  greatejl  part  of  the 
Principality  c/Wales. 

IT  may  not  perhaps  be  improper,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  description  of  this  principality,  (it  being 
the  country  of  that  brave  people  who  had  an  origi- 
nal right  to  the  whole  ifland,  and  who  made  fo  no- 
ble a  itand  in  defence  of  their  claim  to  it)  to  fay 
iomething  of  the  natives  themfelves,  efpecially  as  a 
late  learned  and  ingenious  traveller  *  fupplies  me 
with  {o  many  proper  materials  for  that  purpofe. 

The  character  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this 
country,  is  given  us  in  very  unfavourable  terms  by 
many  hiftorians.  They  are  reprefented  as  having 
no  kind  of  idea  of  chaftity.  Promifcuous  concu- 
binage, they  fay,  was  in  a  manner  allowed,  and  no 
itigma  fixed  upon  it;  but  it  is  now  weir  known, 
how  cautiouily  the  Weljh  laws  guarded  the  morals  of 
the  women,  and  how  unjuftly  they  have  been  ac- 
cu  fed. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  the  inhabitants  of  Wales 
were  fo  deplorably  dark,  that  they  could  not  with 
the  leaf!  propriety  be  called  Christians,  and  mans 
cf  them  were  even  profeiled  Pagans.  The  Don  £hiix- 
cite  Archbifhop,  with  his  Sancho  Pancha,  Gtraldul9 
went  upon  an  expedition  to  convert  thefe  Heathens. 
The  Archbifhop  preached  to  the  poor  Weljh  in  Latin, 
they  were  baptized,  killed  the  crofs,  and  fo  the  mif- 
fion  ended  ;  but  how  much  to  their  edification  may 
be  eafily  concluded. 

•  Letters  from  Snowmen,  zi.  Edit.  8vo.  1777. 

So 
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So  late  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  if  we  may  be- 
ieve  Penijj  there  were  but  two  or  three  who  could 
preach  in  the  whole  principality  of  Wales.  Some, 
)f  late  years,  have  greatly  promoted  the  caufe  of 
eligion,  by  the  tranflation  of  pious  books  into  that 
language,  and  distributing  them  among  the  pocr< 
There  is  frill  great  room  for  improvement,  as  they 
are  not  only  in  want,  but  defirous  of  religious  know- 
ledge. 

*  In  former  times,  the  inhabitants  of  Wales  were 
defcribed  to  be  a  nation  of  foldiers,  every  man  being 
obliged  to  take  up  arms  in  times  of  diltrefs.  Thus, 
though  a  fmall  country,  they  could  bring  large  ar- 
mies into  the  field.  They  ufed  very  light  armour, 
as  they  carried  on  the  war  by  incurfions  and  forced 
marches,  and  conquered  their  enemies  rather  by  fur-* 
prize  than  Strength  or  courage. 

They  had  only  a  fmall  target  to  defend  their  breaft,. 
and  ufed  the  javelin  as  a  weapon  of  offence.  Thus 
armed,  and  thus  defended,  they  were  no  way  equal 
to  the  Englijb  in  a  pitched  battle,  who  fought  with 
heavy  armour,  helmets  and  targets,  and  armed  at  all 
points. 

They  always  fought  on  foot  :  like  all  undisci- 
plined foldiers,  they  made  one  furious  onfet,  which, 
if  refilled,  they  were  immediately  put  in  confufion, 
and  could  not  be  rallied  :  they  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains, where  they  waited  for  another  opportunity  to 
fall  upon  their  enemies. 

They  defpifed  trade  and  mechanical  arts,  as  they 
in  general  do  to  this  day.  Though  they  had  no 
money  among  them,  yet  there  were  no  beggars  in 
the  country,  for  they  were  all-  poor.  They  are  de- 
fcribed to  have  been  impetuous  in  their  difpofition, 
fickle,  revengeful,  and  bloody  ;  but  be  it  remem- 
bered, that  this  charader  is  given  them  by  their 
enemies. 

Their  fuperflition  was  exceflive  j    they  paid  the 
O  5  greater! 
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greater!  veneration  to  their  priefts,  and  looked  upoa 
them:  and  their  habitations  as  facred. 

The  ceremonies  attending  the  marriages  of  thefe 
people  are  different  from  any  thing  of  the  kind  in 
England.  The  bridegroom,  on  the  morning  of  the 
wedding,  accompanied  with  a  troop  of  his  friends,, 
as  well  equipped  as  the  country  will  allow,  comes 
and  demands  the  bride.  Her  friends,  who  are  like- 
wife  well  mounted  on  their  Merlins,  (the  Weljh  word 
for  little  mountain  horfes)  give  a  pofitive  refufal  to 
their  demands,  whereupon  a  mock  fcurrle  enfues  be- 
tween the  parties.  The  bride  is  mounted  on  one 
of  the  ben;  fteeds,  behind  her  next  krnfman,  who 
rides  away  with  her  in  full  career.  The  bridegroom 
and  his  friends  purfue  them  with  loud  fhouts.  .It  is 
not  uncommon  to  fee,  on  fuch  an  oecafion,  two  or 
three  hundred  of  thefe  Merlins,  mounted  by  fturdy 
C am.hr o-Britonsy  riding  full  fpeed,  crciiing  and  joft- 
ling;  each  ether,  to  the  no  frnall  am ufement  of  the 
fpectators.  When  they  have  pretty  well  fatigued 
themfelves  and  their  horfes,  the  bridegroom  is  per- 
mitted to  overtake  his  biicle  :  he  then  leads  her  away 
in  triumph,  as  the  Romans  did  the  Sabine  nymphs; 
They  all  return  in  arnity,  and  the  whole  is  con- 
cluded with  feitivity  and  mirth. 

,One  would  naturally  fuppofe,  that  a  young  wo- 
man who  had,  without  fear  or  restraint,  enjoyed  art 
aimofl  unbounded  liberty  in  a  (ingle  ftate,  would  not 
be  eafily  debarred,  from  enjoying  the  fame  in  the 
married  ;  but  the  eafe  is  jufl  the  reverie.  Infidelity 
to  the  bed  of  Hymen  is  fcarcel'y  ever  known  or  heard 
of  in  this  country  :  adultery  is  a  weed  that  thrives, 
in  the  rank  foil  of  a  court,  foffered  by  luxury  and 
vanity. 

In  the  character  of  wives,  the  women  of  this 
country  are  laborious,  mduftrious,  and  chafle  :  in. 
that  of  mothers,  they  nurture  their  robuft  offsprings 
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th  and  inactivity,  but  enure  them  early  to 
I  undergo  hardfhips-and  fatigues. 

Let  the  fair  daughters  of  Indolence  and  Eafe  con- 
template the  characters  of  thefe  patterns  of  induftry, 
who  are  happily  unacquainted  with  the  gay  follies 
of  life ;  who  enjoy  health  without  medicine,  and 
happinefs  without  affluence.  Equally  remote  from 
the  grandeur  and  miferies  of  life,  they  participate 
of  the  fweet  blefiings  of  content,  under  the  homely 
dwelling  of  a  ftraw-built  cottage. 

If  the  marriage  ceremonies  of  this  people  are  lin- 
gular, thofe  of 'their  funerals  are  no  lefs  fo.  The 
evening  preceding  the  burial,  they  have  what  they 
call  TVyl-nosy  that  is,  the  night  of  lamentation  :  all 
the  neighbours  attend  at  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed  ; 
the  minifter,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  clerk  of  the  pa- 
rifh,  comes  and  prays  oyer  the  dead,  and  Pfalms  are 
fung  agreeable  to  the  mournful  occafion.  This,  it 
may  not  be  unreafonably  fuppofed,  is  the  remains 
of  the  Romljli  fuperftitions  of  requiems  for  the  fouls 
of  the  deceafed.  The  friends  of  the  dead  perfon 
then  make  preients  to  the  officiating  clergyman,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  parifh — another  relique  of  popery. 

The  people  of  this  country  are  not  inferior  in 
fupen'ciuon  to  the  Laplanders  ;  the  molt  improbable 
and  abfurd  tales  of  haunted  houfes,  demons,  and 'ap- 
paritions, are  related  and  believed;  nor  can  many 
be  found  fo  hardy  as  to  doubt  the  exiftence  of  witches, 
fairies,  elves,  and  all  the  bugbears  of  a  winter's 
tale. 

The  manner  of  living,  of  the  lower  clafs  of 
people,  is  extremely  poor,  the  chief  of  their  fub- 
filleiice  being  barley  and  oat  bread.  They  very  fel- 
dom  eat  flefh,  or  drink  any  thing  but  milk.  They 
are  not  of  that  pamonate  and  choleric  temper  as  the 
Englijh  defcribe  them,  but  flow,  deliberate,  and  wary 
in  their  fpeech  and  conduct. 

A>    thi<    people  have  made    no  very  confiderable 
O  6  pro- 
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progrefs  in  a  ftate  of  civilization;  we  might  natu- 
rally be  induced  to  think,  that  their  language  is 
barbarous  and  uncultivated  ;  but  the  contrary  is 
true.  It  is  not  clogged  with  thofe  many  inharmo- 
nious fyllables,  the  (igns  of  moods,  tenfes,  and  ca- 
fes, as  the  Englijh  language.  It  is  much  more  har- 
monious and  exprellive  in  its  numbers  and  forma- 
tion, one  word  in  Weljh  frequently  exp.reffing  as 
much  as  a  fentence  in  the  Englijh ;  of  which  a  late 
ingenious  writer  has  given  abundant  fpecimens*. 

Several  counties  of  Wales  have  made  but  a  very 
flow  progrefs  in  agriculture.  In  many  places  bor~ 
dering  upon  England,  they  have  in  a  great  degree 
adopted  the  Englijh  manner  of  tillage  :  in  fome  parts 
of  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Denbigh,  and  Flint, 
the  lands  are  well  improved  5  but  the  remoter  they 
are  from  the  Englijh  counties,  the  lefs  is  there  of 
the  fpirit  of  induflry  and  improvement  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  farmers  and  labourers  are  moft 
of  them  miferabry  poor,  and  hold  the  lands  gene- 
rally from  year  to  year  at  rack  rents  :  if  one,  more 
induftrious  than  the  reft,  mould  make  any  improve- 
ment, the  landlord  advances  his  rent,  or  turns  him 
out.  It  is  therefore  the  intereft  of  the  farmer  to  let 
them  lie  wafte,  as  he  has  no  certainty  of  a  return, 
when  he  is  liable  to  be  turned  out  at  the  landlord's  | 
pleafure  ::  they  only  take  care  to  get  juft  fuf- 
ricient  by  their  induflry  to  fupply  prefent  want,  and 
let  the  morrow  provide  for  itfelf. 

*  As  feveral  names  occur  in  this  Tour,  written  according  to  the 
Welfo  orthography,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  the  Englijh  reader, 
that  the  material  difference  of  pronunciation  depends  on  the  following 
characters. — C,  in  V/elJh,  is  pronounced  like  K  in  Englijh. — F,  as  V. 
— G,  as  G  hard  in  Gun. — W,  as  es,  in  Good. — Dd,  as  Th.—Ll,  as  Tbl, 
ftrongly  afpirated.— •?",  in  any  fyllable  of  a  word,  except  the  laft,  as  U, 
%  1  burn  ;  but  in  the  laft  fyllable,  as  the  Englijh  I  in  Birth. — A  fpeci- 
mm  of  the  two  laft  characters  occurs  in  the  word  LlanvyUyn,  a  town  in 
Montgomery /hire,  which  is  pronounced  1hlan-,vutb-Un,'—S>ee  a  Gentle- 
man's  Tour  through  Monmouthihire  and  Wales. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  would  contribute  more  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  country,  than  the  granting  of  leafes  for  life 
to  the  farmers,  even  at  advanced  rents  ;  they  would 
then  have  a  certain  profpedf.  of  profit  for  their  la- 
bour and  expence,  which  would  ultimately  turn  out 
to  the  benefit  of  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  and  the 
public. 

Having  finifhed  this  digreffion,  I  {hall  proceed  on 
my  Tour  into  South  Wales,  which  contains  the  coun- 
ties of  Brecknock,  Radnor,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen, 
Pembroke,  and  Cardigan. 

Brecknockjhire  is  a  mere  inland  county,  like  Rad- 
nor. It  is  exceedingly  mountainous,  except  on  the 
'fide  of  Radnor,  where  it  is  fomewhat  more  low  and 
level,  and  is  well  watered  by  the  JVye  and  the  Usk. 

Brecknock,  the  capital  of  the  county,  is  a  large 
handfome  town,  fituated  on  a  fine  rife  above  the  Usk  ; 
a  few  walls,  and  fome  remnants  of  Ely  town,  on  the 
keep  of  Brecknock  caftle,  are  frill  vifible.  The  walls 
behind  the  great  church  on  the  hill  are  exceedingly 
pleafing,  are  laid  out  with  tafle,  and  very  neatly 
preferved.  They  are  formed  on  the  mady  declivity 
of  a  hill,  the  foot  of  which  is  v/afhed  by  the  tor- 
rent of  the  river  Horthy.  The  remains  of  the  old 
college  are  near  the  JJJk  ',  and  part  of  them  as  well 
within  the  prefent  chapel  as  without,  are  as  old  as 
the  original  foundation,  which  was  laid  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  I. 

Several  old  encampments  are  to  be  feen  on  the 
bills  about  Brecknock  ;  but  the  moft  remarkable  for- 
tification is  y  Gaer,  about  two  miles  N.  W.  from  the 
town.  This  laft  is  indifputably  Roman,  and  is  fitu- 
ated on  a  gentle  eminence,  at  the  conflux  of  the  ri- 
vers EJkir  and  JJJk  ;  part  of  the  walls  are  frill  re- 
maining. I  was  {hewn  a  fquare  Roman  brick,  with. 
LEG.  II.  AVG.  finely  imprinted  on  it,  which  was 
dug  up  at  this  camp  *.. 

*  See  the  work  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note. 

The 
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The  turnpike  now  follows  the  current  of  the  UJk^ 
being  commonly,  within  view  of  it,  through  a  de-? 
licious  vale,  which  is  diverfrfted  with  paitures,  woods, 
and  mountains  :  the  lands  are  cultivated  to  the  belt 
advantage,  and  are  well  inhabited. 

Though  Brecknockjhire  is  fo  very  mountainous,  yet 
provifions  are  exceeding  good  and  plentiful  all  over 
the  county  ;  nor  are  thefe  mountains  ufelefs,  even  to 
the  city  of  London  ;  for  from  hence  they  fend  yearly 
great  herds  of  black  cattle  to  England,  and  which 
are  known  to  fill  our  fairs  and  markets,  even  that  of 
Smith  field  itfelf. 

The  yellow  mountains  of  Radnor/hire  are  the  fame, 
as  is  alfo  their  product  of  cattle.  Here  is  a  great 
cataract  or  water-fall  of  the  river  Wye,  at  a  place 
called  Rhaiadr  Gwy  in  Weljh,  which  fignifies  the  ca- 
taract or  water-fall  of  the  Wye  ;  but  we  did  not  go 
to  fee  it,  by  reafon  there  was  a  great  flood  out  at  that 
time,  which  made  the  way  dangerous. 

We  {hall  only  add,  that  Radnor  is  the  fhire-town, 
fends  one  member  to  parliament,  and  hath  a  caftle ; 
that  Brejhigne  in  Radnor jhire  is  a  well  built  town, 
and  the  aflizes  are  held  there. 

Entering  Glo.?norganfnirc,  from  Radnor  and  Breck- 
nock, we  beheld  Manuchdenny-hill  on  our  left,  and  the 
Black- Mountains  on  the-  right,  and  all  a  ridge  of 
horrid  rocks  and  precipices  between,  over  which,  if 
we  had  not  had  good  guides,  we  (hould  never,  have- 
found  our  way  ;  and  indeed  we  began  to  repent  our 
curiofity,  in  going  out  of  the  common  road,  as  nofe 
having  met  with  any  thing  worth  the  trouble;  and 
the  country  looking  fo  full  of  horror,  we  thought  to 
have  given  over  the  enterprize,  and  have  left  Wales, 
out  of  our  circuit ;  but  after  a  day  and  a  night  en- 
gaging thus  with  rocks  and  mountains,  our  guide 
brought  us  down  into  a  moft  agreeable  vale,  opening 
to  the  fouth,  and  a  pleafant  river  running  through 
it,  called  the  Taaffe  y  and  following  its  courfe,  we 
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came  to  a  famous  fpring  of  warm  water,  called 
Taaffe-well)  rifmg  up  in  a  dry  fhole  under  the  nor- 
thern bank  of  the  river.  Four  miles  further  we  paf- 
fed  through  the  ancient  city  of  Landaff;  and  in  the 
evening  arrived  at  Cardiff^  a  Weljh  mile  beyond  it. 

Cardiff  is  a  populous,  but  ill-built  town  ;  nor  is- 
there  any  thing  very  pleafing  in  its  environs.  Its 
fituation  is  on  a  low  flat,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Taaffe.  The  old  walls  of  this  town  are  very  exten- 
five,  and  the  ruins  of  them  are  frill  confiderable. 

Landaff  Hands  on  a  gentle  elevation,  but  is  in 
reality  a  paltry  village,  though  a  biihopric  *.  The 
remains  of  the  old  cathedral  are  very  beautiful ;  the 
door-cafes  are  all  of  Norman  work,  and  well  execut- 
ed ;  the  reft  of  it  is  an  elegant  Gothic ',  conftrudted 
fo  early  as  the  year  1120,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
elderl  Gothic  fpecimens  in  this  ifland. 

The  modern  cathedral,  on  which  large  fums  have 
lately  been  lavifhed,  is  a  medley  of  abfurdities.  Part 
of  the  ancient  nave  is  included  in  it  ;  but  the  re- 
builder  has  added  Roman  architecture,  mixed  with  a 
capricious  kind  of  his  own,  .to  the  folemnity  of  the 

\  Norman  and  Gothic.     In   order  to  make   the  ridiculs 

i  complete,  the  Chrijlian  altar  is  raifed  under  the  por- 
tico  of  a  heathen  temple,  which   projects   into'  the 

i  choir. 

The  fouth  part  of '  Glamor ganjhire  is  pleafant,  agree- 
able, and  very  populous,   infomuch   that  it  is  called 

Whe  Garden  of  Wales.  Its  foil  is  fertile  and  rich, 
and   the  low  grounds  are  fo  well   covered  with  grafs, 

'and  ftocked  with  cattle,  that  they  fupply  the  city  of 
Brijiol  with  butter  in  great  quantities,  faked  and 
barrelled  up,  as  Suffolk  does  the  city  of  London. 

Catrphyli  confifts  of  a  few  ftraggling  cottages,  and 
is  furrounded  with  rude  and  uncultivated  mountains. 

*  It  fends  one  member  to  parliament  j  though,  like  the  boroughs  in 
tardiganjhirc,  there  are  fiye  or  fix  others  concern?^  in  the  choker 

The 
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The  caftle  here  is  one  of  the  nobleft  pieces  of  ruins 
in  the  whole  ifland.  It  was  larger  than  any  caftle 
in  England,  that  of  Windfor  excepted  ;  and,  from 
what  remains  of  it,  was  as  beautiful  in  its  architec- 
ture, as  it  is  remarkable  in  its  ruins  ;  among  which 
a  round  tower,  fplit  in  the  middle,  and  one  half 
fallen  quite  down,  the  other  half  leaning  fo  as  to 
over-hang  its  bafis  more  than  nine  feet,  is  as  great  a 
curiofity  as  the  celebrated  leaning  tower  of  jPifa  in 
Italy. 

About  eight  or  nine  miles  north  of  this  place,  a 
few  years  ago,  a  very  remarkable  bridge  was  built 
over  the  Taaffe.  It  confifts  of  one  arch,  (perhaps 
the  largeft  in  the  world)  the  fegment  of  a  circle  ;  the 
chord  is  140  feet ;  the  key-ftone,  from  the  fpring  of 
the  arch,  is  34  feet  high.  The  architect  was  William 
Edward,  who  was  living  in  1773.  He  is  now,  or 
then  was,  a  Methodifr.  preacher.  Had  the  remains 
of  fuch  an  arch  been  difcovered  among  the  ruins  oi 
Greece  or  Rome,  what  pains  would  be  taken  by  the 
learned  antiquarians  to  difcover  the  architect  ;  whilft 
honeft  William  Edivard,  if  living,  rernains  unnoticed 
among  his  native  mountains  ! 

Neath  is  a  port  where  the  coal-trade  is  pretty  con- 
iiderable,  though  it  (lands  up  within  land.  It  is  go- 
verned by  a  portreeve,  chofen  yearly,  and  fworn  ir. 
by  the  deputy  of  an  old  caftle  of  the  fame  name,  or 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Neath,  over  which  then 
is  a  bridge.     It  is  a  pretty  large  town, 

Stvanfea  makes  an  handfome  appearance  from  th( 
approach  to  it,  being  built  near  the  mouth  of  thf 
Tavey,  on  a  femicircular  riftng  bank  above  it.  Th( 
town  is  populous,  and  the  ftreets  are  wide.  It  car- 
ries on  a  confiderable  trade  in  coals,  pottery,  anc 
copper.  A  large  copper-work  is  conftantly  fmoakin^ 
within  view  of  the  town,  and  another,  ftill  larger- 
employs  many  hands,  a  few  miles  higher  up  the  ri- 
ver, near  Ntath*.  -    t 
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Such  is  the  profufion  of  coal  and  lime-flone  in 
hlamorganjhire,  that  lime  is  the  general  manure  of 
I  he  whole  country  ;  and  there  are  few  eftates,  either 
here  or  in  Monmouthjhire,  without  the  advantage  of 
iime-pits  for  that  purpofe.  The  houfes,  walls,  and 
>ut-buildings,  are  commonly  white-wafhed }  and 
ihere  is  fcarcely  a  cottage  to  be  feen,  which  is  not 
egularly  brufhed  over  every  week. 

The  remaining  walls  of  Swanfea  caftle  are  finifhed 
yith  an  open  Gothic  parapet,  through  the  arches  of 
l|vhich  the  water  ran  from  the  tiles,  and  thereby  ad- 
led  much  to  its  duration. 

Many  half-pay  officers,  with  their  families,  and 
>thers,  have  pitched  upon  this  place  as  a  cheap  and 
:!  igreeable  retreat. 

Kynfig-Cajlle  was  the  feat  and  eftate  of  the  Lord 

\Manfel,  who  has  here  alfo  a  very  noble  income  from 

he    collieries  ;     which    formerly    denominated    Sir 

\Edward  Manfel  one  of  the   richeft    commoners   m 

Wales.     The  family  was  ennobled  by  her  late  Maje- 

•ty  Queen  Anne,  but  the  title  is  now  extinct. 

In  this  neighbourhood,  near  Margan  Mynydd,  we 
Taw  the  famous  monument  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cam- 
Jen,  on  an  hill,  with  the  infeription,  which  the  vul- 
gar are  fo  terrified  at,  that  nobody  cares  to  read  it ; 
for  they  have  a  tradition  from  father  to  fon,  that 
'whoever  reads  it  will  die  within  a  month.  We  did 
:not  fcruple  to  try  ;  but  the  letters  were  fo  defaced  by 
time,  that  we  were  effectually  fecured  from  the  dan- 
ger ;  the  infeription  not  being  any  thing  near  fo  legi- 
ble, as  it  feems  it  was  in  Mr.  Camden 's  time. 

The  (tone  pillar  is  about  four  or  five  feet  high, 
and  one  foot  thick,  {landing  on  the  top  of  this  hill  : 
there  are  feveral  other  fuch  monuments  in  Radnor- 
/hire,  and  other  counties  in  Wales,  as  likewife  in 
Scotland. 

Having;  thus  touched  on  what  is   moll  curious  on 

this 
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this  coaft,  we  pafTed  through  the  land  of  Gowre,  and 
going  ftill  weft,  we  came  to  Caermarthen,  or  Kacr- 
Vyrdhin,  as  the  Weljh  call  it,  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Kaermardhin. 

This  is  an  ancient  and  a  very  handfome  town,  plea- 
fantly  fituated  on  the  river  Tavey,  which  is  navigable 
up  to  the  town,  for  veffels  of  a  moderate  burden,  and 
over  which  is  a  large  bridge.  It  is  juftly  efteemed 
the  politer!  place  in  South-Wales,  and  is  at  the  fame 
time  celebrated  for  induftry  and  attention  to  trade. 
The  tov/n  is  well  built,  and  populous  ;  it  is  lately 
much  increafed,  and  ftill  increafmg ;  and  the  coun- 
try round  it  is  the  moft  fruitful  of  any  part  of  Wales^ 
and  continues  to  be  fo  through  all  the  middle  of  the 
county,  and  a  great  way  into  the  next ;  nor  is  this ' 
county  {o  mountainous  and  wild  as  the  reft  of  this 
part  of  Wales  :  But  it  abounds  in  corn,  and  in  fine 
flourifhing  meadows,  as  good  as  moft  in  Britain  ; 
and  in  which  are  fed  a  very  great  number  of  good 
cattle. 

The  chancery  and  exchequer,  for  the  fouth  part 
of  the  principality,  were  ufualiy  kept  at  this  town, 
till  the  jurifdicl-ion  of  the  court  and  marches  of 
Wales  was  taken  away.  This  town  was  alfo  famous 
for  the  birth  of  the  old  Britijh  prophet,  Merlin,  of 
whom  fo  many  things  are  fabled,  and  who  flouriihed 
in  the  year  480;  and  here  alio  the  old  Britons  often 
kept  their  parliaments,  or  afTemblies  of  their  wife 
men,  and  made  their  laws.  Part  of  the  caftle  is  now 
ufed  as  a  county-gaol  ;  but  the?§>  is  nothing  remark- 
able in  the  ruins  of  it.  Caermarthen  was  erected  into 
a  borough  in  38  Henry  VIII.  and  made  a  borough 
and  county  corporate  by  James  I.  under  a  mayor, 
recorder,  2  merifrs,  and  16  aldermen,  who  upon  fo- 
lemn  occafions  all  wear  fcarlet  gowns,  and  other 
enfigns  of  ftate,  and  are  attended  by  a  fword-bearer 
and  two  mace-bearers.  It  fends  one  member  to  par- 
liament. 

We 
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We  are  afTured  by  Speedy  that,  in  the  county  of 
laermartben,  there  are  no  lefs  than  28  rivers  and  ri- 
ulets  worthy  of  notice. 

Here  we  faw,  near  Kily-Maen  Lhvyd,  on  a  great 
nountain,  a  circle  of  mighty  (tone's,  very  much  like 
Uone-he?ige  in  Wiltfiire,  or  rather  like  the  Rollrich 
tones  in  Oxford/hire  ;  and  though  the  people  call  it 
luartb  Arthur ,  or  King  Arthur's  Throne,  we  fee  no 
eafon  to  believe  that  it  had  any  relation  to  him. 

The  next  county,  weft,  is  Pe??ibrokefhire,  the  moft 
xtreme  part  of  Wales  on  this  fide.  It  is  a  rich, 
ertile,  and  plentiful  country,  lying  on  the  fea-coaft* 
vhere  it  has  the  benefit  of  Milford- Haven,  one  of 
he  greateft  and  beft  ports  of  Britain.  Mr.  Camden 
aid,  it  contained  16  creeks,  5  great  bays,  and  13 
;ood  roads  for  {hipping,  all  diftinguifhed  as  fuch  by 
heir  names. 

This  place  is  famous  for  the  landing  of  the  Earl 
>f  Richmond,  afterwards  King  Henry  VII. 

The  county  of  Pembroke  abounds,  particularly,  in 
:hat  fort  of  coal  called  Stone  Coal,  the  fmal  1  pieces 
)f  which  are  fliled  culm,  which  is  very  ufeful  in 
Irying  malt,  and  is  the  cheapeft  and  bell  firing  in 
he  world  for  hot-houfes  and  garden-ftoves,  burning 
ong  with  a  bright  red  colour,  and  very  little  flame 
m  fmoak ;  affording  at  the  fame  time,  a  ftrong  and 
:qual  heat. 

Within  two  miles  of  Newport,  a  poor  and  mean 
town,  fituated  under  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  cattle,  the 
road  pafTes  clofe  to  the  remains  of  four  or  five  dru- 
idical  fepulchres,  or  altars.  The  ftones  are  large,, 
and  were  originally  fupported  with  four  upright  pil- 
lars. They  are  all  within  the  circumference  of  about 
fixty  yards,  and  one  of  them  was  nearly  perfect   in 

I774-. 

Before  we  quitted  the  coafr,  we  faw  Tenbigh,  the 
moft   agreeable   town  on  all   the  fea-coaft  of  South- 
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Wales ,  except  Pembroke  \ .  being  a  very  good  road  for 
{hipping,  and  well  frequented,  It  is  feated  on  a 
promontory,  which  extends  into  what  is  commonfi 
called  the  Severn- Sea,  and  was  formerly  ftrengthened 
with  a  caftle  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ;  frorr. 
whence  Earl  J  a/per ,  and  his.  nephew  Henry  Earl  o] 
Richmond^  afterwards  Henry  VII.  made  their  efcapt 
beyond  the  feas,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  witt 
fome  difficulty.  It  was  then,  and  continued  for  ma- 
ny years  after,  a  very  confiderable  place  ;  having  j 
good  harbour,  defended  by  a  pier,  and  a  large  man 
of  foreign  commerce.  This  place  is  governed  by  ; 
mayor  and  bailiff*. 

From  Tenbigh  the  land,  bearing  far  into  the  fea, 
makes  a  promontory,  called  St.  Coven' '%-Head,  oi 
Point. .  But  as  we  found  nothing  of  moment  there, 
we  crofted  over  the  Ifthmus  to  Pembroke,  whicr 
ftands  on  the  eaft  ftiore  of  the  great  haven  of  Mil 
ford. 

The  view  of  Pembroke  and  its  caftle,  from  the  ri- 
ver, is  very  grand.  The  town  is  fituated  upon  the 
ridge  of  a  long  and  narrow  neck,  gradually  afcending 
to  the  higheft  point,  on  which  ftands  the  caftle,  ai 
the  edge  of  the  precipice.  If  I  may  compare  fmal] 
things  wTith  great,  it  refembles  much  the  fituation  oi 
Edinburgh.  The  caftle  is  a  Norman  ftru&ure,  mixed 
with  the  early  Gothic.  The  principal  tower,  which  is 
uncommonly  high,  has  even  its  ftone-vaulted  roof  re- 
maining. This  fortrefs  was  built  by  Girald,  con- 
ftable  of  Windfor,  the  anceftor  of  Cambrenfis.  Pern- 
krobe  fends  one  member  to  parliament. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  drefs  of  the  Pembroke- 
foire  women,  who,  even  in  the  midft  of  fummer, 
wear  a  heavy  cloth  gown ;  and,  inftead  of  a  cap,  a 
large  handkerchief  wrapt  over  their  heads,  and  tied 
under  their  chin.  This  cuftom  is  certainly  peculiar 
to  Pembrokejhire ;  for  in  the  other  parts  of  JVales,  the 

women. 
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jvomen,  as  well  as  the  men,  wear  large  beaver  hats, 
vith  broad  brims,  flapping  over  their  moulders. 

It  has  been  long  expected,  that  a  public  dock 
vould  be  eftabli/hed  in  Milford- Haven  ;  and  in  the 
pear  1757,  a  petition  of  feveral  merchants  of  London 
vas  presented  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  This  peti- 
ion  was  referred  to  a  committee  ;  and,  upon  the  re- 
port, an  addrefs  was  refolved  to  his  Majefty,  to  ap- 
point a  furvey  of  the  faid  harbour.  It  was  accor- 
dingly furveyed  in  November  1757,  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Baftide*  director  of  engineers. 

In  the  fucceeding  feliion  of  parliament,  the  report, 
)lans,  and  eftimates,  for  fortifying  Milford- Haven* 
3y  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baftide*  were  referred  to  a 
Spmmittee ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  10,000/. 
vere  granted  towards  carrying  on  the  works  for  for- 
:ifying  and  fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  and  an 
i£t  palled  for  that  purpofe  -,  but  we  are  ibrry  that  we 
:annot  as  yet  congratulate  the  public  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  this  great  national  object. 

That  part  of  the  county  lying  beyond  the  haven, 
and  watered  by  two  rivers,  is  inhabited  by  the  de- 
fcendants  of  thofe  Flemings*  who  were  permitted  to 
fettle  there  by  Henry  I.  when  the  fea  had  overflowed 
their  native  country.  The  Weljh  call  it  Little  Eng- 
land beyond  Wales  *  the  inhabitants  moftly  fpeaking  the 
Englijh  tongue. 

We  then  palled  round  Milford- Haven*  in  order  to 
enter  St.  Bride's  Bay*  into  which  mips  are  often 
forced  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  and  where  they  might 
meet  with  more  fafety,  if  fome  money -was  properly 
laid  out,  in  perfecting  what  nature  has  begun,  and 
profecuted  pretty  far  too,  in  feveral  places.  A  good 
pier,  carried  out  a  fufficient  diftance  from  the  pro- 
montory called  Burrow-Head,  would  make  Goldtop 
road  very  fafe,  in  between  three  and  four  fathom 
water.  To  the  north-weft  lies  Solvacb-Bay*  which 
might  be   converted   into  an  excellent  harbour  for 
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fmall  veffels,  though  now  dangerous,  hardly  known 
and  of  little  ufe.  The  placing  fea-marks  on  thof< 
hitherto  terrible  rocks  the  Horfe  and  Horfe-fhoe 
would  make  the  paffage  fafe  through  Ramfey-Sound 
and  poffibly  all  thefe  advantages  might  be  procurecj 
for  lefs  than  jooo/.  Thefe  would  not  only  prove  ; 
great  benefit  to  navigation,  and  remove  the  reproache; 
caft  in  general  on  this  coaft,  but  be  likewife  verj 
ferviceable  to  the  adjacent  country,  where  coal  mine: 
actually  are,  and  lead  and  copper  mines  may  anc 
would  be  wrought,  if  thefe  harbours  were  in  bette 
order  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  what  might  probably  arifi 
from  taking  feals,  porpoifes,  &c.  which  are  here  ir 
abundance. 

Cridach  Roady  lying  to  the  eaft  of  Cardigan  IJland 
is  tolerable  for  fmall  veffels,  with  a  good  outlet 
which  is  the  reafon  it  has  been  fometimes  frequentec 
in  time  of  war  by  French  privateers.  A  fmall  pie. 
at  Cridach)  might  make  a  fafe  port  for  veffels  em- 
ployed in  the  herring-fimery.  The  coaft  is  ver) 
foul,  and  confequently  dangerous,  along  the  fhore  o: 
Merionethjhire,  as  high  as  Sam  Badrig,  or  Patrick'^ 
Caufeway,  which  is  a  ledge  of  rocks,  very  narrow 
and  fteep;  and  being  many  years  ill  laid  down  in  the 
charts,  occafioned  many  wrecks.  This  feems  tc 
countenance  the  tradition  of  the  natives,  that  all  this 
bay  was  formerly  land,  and  was  denominated  Cantref) 
Gwaelod,  but  was  fwallowed  by  the  fea  in  the  begin: 
ning  of  the  fixth  century.. 

About  two  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  of  this  ledge 
of  rocks  commences  that  famous  road,  held  inferior 
to  none  in  Britain,  called  St.  Tudwah,  from  an  ifland 
on  which  are  the  remains  of  an  old  chapel,  dedicated 
to  that  faint.  This  road,  corruptly  called  Stidwells, 
in  an  ancient  author  ftiled  the  fair  and  pleafant  Stud- 
dais,  is  in  reality  a  very  extraordinary  and  commo- 
dious place,  fo  extenfive  as  to  hold  any  number  of 
ihips,  well  defended  by   the  high  lands  of  Caernar- 
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'jonjhire  on  one  fide,  and  by  Tnys  Tudwall,  and  a 
mailer  illand  from  the  fea,  on  the  other  ;  the  water 
leep,  and  the  outlet  eafy.  By  running  a  pier  of  ftone 
rrom  Penryhn  Du  Point  to  the  northward,  a  good  dry 
larbour  might  be  made  for  fmall  velfels  ;  and  there 
ire  veins  of  lead  and  copper  ore  oncithe  adjacent 
:oaft. 

Keirtad,  Aberdaron,  and  Porthorian  roads,  lie  on 
:he  adjacent  coaft,  and  afford  nothing  remarkable. 

Porthdinllyen  and  Nevyn  are  two  fmall  ports,  de- 
ended  by  piers,  which  are  ufeful  for  covering  fuch 
/eifels  as  are  employed  in  the  herring-fiihery. 

Haver  ford-weft^  a  borough-town  and  county  of 
j  tfelf,  is  commodiouily  fituated  on  the  ride  of  a  hill, 
)n  a  creek  of  Milford-Haven,  over  which  it  has  a 
rrand  ftone  bridge.  It  is  ftrong,  well  built,  clean, 
ind  populous  j  contains  three  parifh-churehes,  and 
:he  aifizes  are  held,  and  gaol  kept  there.  It  has  a 
*reat  trade,  and  many  vellels  are  employed  in  it. 
The  two  weekly  markets,  held  on  Tuefday  and  Sa- 
turday, are  very  confiderable,  both  for  cattle  and 
orovifions.  The  government  is  by  a  mayor,  fheriff, 
:ommon-eouncil,  and  juftices  of  the  peace ;  it  en- 
joys many  privileges  and  immunities  5  fends  one 
member  to  parliament ;  and  near  it  are  a  number  of 
gentlemen's  feats,  which  contribute  to  the  agree- 
ablenefs  of  its  fituation. 

From  Haverford  to  St.  David' *s,  the  country  begins 
to  look  dry,  barren,  and  mountainous. 

St..  David's  is  now  a  bifhop's  fee  only,  but  was 
formerly  an  archbiihop's,  which  was  transferred  to 
Dole  in  Britany,  where  it  ftill  remains. 

The  venerable  afpecl:  of  this  cathedral  church 
fhews,  that  it  has  been  a  beautiful  building.  The 
weft  end  or  body  of  the  church  is  tolerable  ;  the 
choir  is  kept  neat ;  the  fouth  aile,  and  the  Virgin 
Marys    chapel,    which   makes    the  eaft  end  of  the 
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church,  are  in  a  manner  demolifhed,  and  the  roofs 
of  both  fallen  in. 

A  great  many  eminent  perfons  have  been  buriec 
here,  befides  fuch  whofe  monuments  are  defaced  b) 
time.  Among  thefe  is  St.  David's  monument,  t( 
whom  the  church  is  dedicated  ;  the  monument  of  th< 
Earl  of  Richmond,  as  alfo  of  the  famous  Owen  Tudor 
alfo  four  ancient  monuments,  with  figures  lyinc 
crofs-legged  ;  and  fix  monuments  of  bifhops,  wh< 
prefided  over  this  church,  befides  St.  David. 

This  faint,  they  tell  us,  was  uncle  to  King  Arthur 
that  he  lived  to  146  years  of  age,  being  born  in  th< 
)^ear  496,  and  died  642  ;  that  he  was  bifhop  of  thi 
church  65  years  ;  that  he  built  12  monafteries,  an< 
performed  abundance  of  miracles. 

There  was  a  very  handfome  houfe  for  the  bifhop 
with  a  college,  all  built  in  a  clofe  by  themfelves 
but  they  are  now  in  ruins. 

The  weather  being  clear,  we  had  a  full  view  o 
Ireland^  though  at  a  very  great  diftance.  Tire  lam 
here  is  called  St.  David's- Head. 

From  hence  we  turned  north,  keeping  the  fea  u 
our  weft  profpe£fc,  and  a  rugged  mountainous  coun- 
try on  the  eaft,  where  the  hills  even  darkened  the  ai 
with  their  height. 

Here  we  left  Pembrokefiire,  and  after  about  22  mile: 
came  to  Cardigan,  a  well-inhabited  town,  on  th< 
river  Tyvy,  over  which  it  has  a  ftone  bridge  :  I 
is  a  noble  river,  and  famous  for  its  plenty  of  the  bef 
and  largeft  falmon  in  Britain  *. 

*  Thirty  years  ago,  the  fea-coaft  of  Cardiganjbire  abounded  with  her 
rings;  but  now  there  are  hardly  any,  as  I  was  informed  when  there  v 
1773,  which  they  attributed  to  this  circumftance  :  Cardiganjbire  produce 
no  lime-ftone,  and  wants  manure.  For  that  reafon,  they  bring  lime 
ftone  unburnt  from  other  countries,  and  burn  them  in  kilns  on  the  soaft 
It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  water  being  tin&ured  with  the  lime,  has  drivei 
thenraway. 

Th< 
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The  town  of  Cardigan  was  once  pofTeiTed  by  the 
Teat  Robert  Fit%  Stephen,  who  was  the  firft  Briton 
hat  ever  attempted  the  conqueft  of  Ireland;  and  had 
uch  fuccefs,  with  an  handful  of  men,  as  afterwards 
rave  the  Englijh  a  footing  there,  which  they  never 
juitted,  till  they  quite  reduced  the  country,  and  made 
t,  as  it  were,  a  province  to  England. 

Cardigan  ftands  upon  a  gentle  eminence ,  rifing 
Torn  the  Tyvy,  over  which  there  is  a  handfome  ftone 
>ridge.  Part  of  the  outward  walls  of  the  caftle  is 
till  remaining ;  but  the  materials  within  have  been 
ong  fince  removed.  Cardigan  is  an  ancient  borough, 
governed  by  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and  other  officers  ; 
md,  in  conjunction  with  four  other  officers,  fends 
me  member  to  parliament. 

We  rode  from  here  to  Llangord?nore-,  and  fending 
)ur  horfes  from  thence  round  to  Llecbryd  bridge,  fol- 
owed  a  beautiful  iliady  path,  cut  from  the  precipice 
)f  the  Tyvy  bank,  for  two  miles.  This  river  runs 
n  abroad  and  tranflucid  flream,  between  the  Hoping 
lills,  which  are  about  200  feet  in  height,  and  whol- 
y  covered  with  wood,  from  the  water's  brink  to  their 
Summit.  This  fylvan  fcene  is  only  once  intercepted 
3y  a  lofty,  naked,  and  projecting  rock,  on  which 
(land  the  romantic  ruins  of  Cilgarron  cattle,  and 
which,  by  its  fingular  contraft  to  the  reft  of  the 
t'iew,  gives  a  finifhing  to  a  delicious  landfcape. 

Aberyjlwyth  is  fituated  on  an  eafy  elevation,  in  the 
ttidft  of  a  broad  vale,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Tjhuytb.  This  town  carries  on  an  inconfiderable 
trade  at  prefent  ;  for  the  bar  of  the  haven  is  feldom 
practicable  for  large  veflels,  excepting  in  fpring-tides. 
Part  of  the  old  wall  of  the  town  is  remaining,  but 
all  the  facing  ftones  have  been  taken  away.  The 
caftle  has  undergone  the  fame  fate,  and  the  ruins  ot 
it  are  now  trifling,  except  one,  a  Gothic  tower,  the 
(hell  of  which  remains  for  a  fea-mark. 

The  county  of  Cardigan  is  in  no-wife  comparable 
Vol.  II.  P  to 
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to  either  of  thofe  Weljh  counties  we  have  already 
pafled  through,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  barren 
land  in  it.  However,  it  is  fo  full  of  cattle,  that  it 
is  faid  to  be  the  nurfery,  or  breeding- place,  for  the 
whole  kingdom  of  England,  fouth  of  Trent:  But. 
this  is  not  a  proof  of  its  fertility;  for  though  thei 
feeding  of  cattle  indeed  requires  a  rich  foil,  the! 
breeding  them  does  not,  the  mountains  and  moors  I 
being  as  proper  for  that  purpofe  as  richer  land. 

Now  we  entered  North  Wales  ;  only  I  mould  add,  | 
that,    as  we  pafled,  we  had  a  fight  of  the  famous : 
Plymlymon-hill,  out  of  the  eaft  fide  of  which  rife  the  i 
Severn  and  the  Wye ;  and  out  of  the  weft  fide  of  il 
the  Ryddol  and  the  Yjlwyth.     This  mountain  is  ex-  - 
ceeding  high,    having  an   unbounded  profpecl  dvei 
the  IJJe  of  Man  into  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and   ove]  j 
the  Weljh  mountains  into  England.     This  profpeiSl  i:  j 
only  to  be  feen  about  Simpel,  and  then  not  often  ;j 
many  having  fatigued  themfelves  in  getting  to  the 
top,  and  returned  difappointed  by  the  fogs  refidine 
below.     Nor  is  the  country,  for  twenty  miles  rounc 
it,  any  thing  but  a  continued  ridge  of  mountains  : 
So  that  for  a  few  days  we  feemed  to  be  converfing  to 
'the   upper   regions  ;    for   we  were  often  above  the 
clouds  a  great  way,  and  the  names  of  fome  of  thefe 
hills  feemed  as  barbarous  to  us  who  fpoke  no  Weljh^ 
as  the  hills  themfelves. 

Palling  thefe  mountains  north,  we  entered  North- 
Wales,  which  contains  the  counties  of  Montgomery. 
Merioneth,  Caernarvon,  Denbigh,  and  Flint  mires, 
and  the  i lie  of  Angle fea. 

In  patting  Montgomeryjhire,  we  were  fo  tired  wit! 
hills  and  mountains,  that  we  wifhed  heartily  we  hac 
kept  clofe  to  the  fea-fhore ;  but  we  had  not  much 
mended  the  matter,  if  we  had,  as  I  underftood  after- 
wards. The  river  Severn  is  the  principal  beauty  o 
this  county,  which  rifingout  of  the  Plymlymon  moun- 
tain s 
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ain,  receives  in  a  fWt  courfe  fo  many  other  rivers 
nto  its  bofom,  that  it  becomes  navigable  before  it 
ets  out  of  the  county,  at  Weljb-Pool,  on  the  edge 
f  Shropjbire. 

Montgomery  1  though  it  fends  one  member  to  parl- 
iament, is  but  a  very  fmall  town,  and  thinly  inha- 
ited. 

The  town  of  Weljh-Pool  is  the  moft  considerable 
1  the  whole  county,  being  regular  and  well  built. 
U)out  a  mile  from  Pool  is  Powis-Cajlle,  the  feat  of 
,ord  Powis.  It  is  fituated  on  a  fine  hill,  which 
ommands  a  profpecl:  of  an  extenfive,  variegated,  and 
irtile  country  ;  but  the  houfe,  and  the  fine  gardens, 
re  much  neglected  and  decayed,  as  his  Lordfhip 
oes  not  refide  here.  The  vale  of  Montgomery,  which 
re  fee  from  the  caftle,  is  not  equalled  by  any,  in 
oint  of  beauty  and  fertility,  in  Wales,  and  perhaps 
ot  exceeded  by  any  in  England,  The  Severn  winds 
:s  ferpentine  courfe  through  this  vale,  and  heightens 
he  beauties  of  the  profpecl:.  On  each  fide  the  vale, 
he  hills  tower  in  majeftic  grandeur. 

The  hills  and  mountains  in  this  country  are  co- 
ered  with  verdure  to  this  very  fummit,  being  a  per- 
*£t  contrail  to  fome  others,  where  we  faw  nothing- 
ut  craggy  rocks,  and  dreadful  precipices.  , 

Merionethjhire,  or  Merionydjhire,  lies  weft  from 
Montgomeryjhire  on  the  Irijh  fea,  or  rather  the  ocean  ; 
Dr  St.  George's  channel  does  not  begin  till  farther 
lorth  j  and  it  is  extended  on  the  coaft  for  near  35 
liles  in  length,  all  ftill  mountainous  and  craggy. 
The  principal  river  is  the  Tovy,  which  rifes  among 
inparTable  mountains,  which  range  along  the  center 
{  this  part  of  Wales,  and  which  we  looked  at  with 
ftonifli merit,  for  their  prodigious  height.  Some  of 
!he  hills  have  particular  names,  but  otherwife  we  call 
■hem  all,  The  Black  Mountains  >  and  they  well  de- 
serve the  name. 
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There  are  but  few  large  towns  in  all  this  part 
nor  is  it  very  populous,  much  of  it  being  fcarce  ha- 
bitable ;  but  it  is  faid,  there  are  more  Sheep  in  it, 
than  in  all  the  reft  of  Wales.  On  the  fea-fhore. 
however,  we  faw  Harleigh,  or  Harlech-Cajile,  whicr 
is  ftiil  a  garrifon,  and  kept  for  the  guard  of  thecoaft 
but  it  is  of  no  other  ftrength,  than  what  its  fituatioi 
gives  it. 

Here,  among  almoft  innumerable  fummits,  anc 
rifing  peaks  of  namelefs  hills,  we  faw  the  famous  Ka 
der^Idris,  which  fome  are  of  opinion,  is  the  highef 
mountain  in  Britain  ;  another,  called  Raravaur 
another,,  called  Mowywynda  \  and  ft  ill  every  hill  w 
iawwe  thought  higher  than  all  we  had  feen  before. 

We  enquired  here  after  that  ftrange  phcenomenon 
which  was  not  only  feen,  but  fatally  experienced,  b 
the  country  round" this  place ;  namely  of  a  livid  fire 
coming  off  from  the  fea,  and  fetting  on  fire  houfes 
barns,  ftacks  of  hay  and  corn,  and  poifoning  th 
herbage  of  the  field  ;  of  which  there  is  a  full  ac 
count  given  in  the  Pbikfophical  Tranfa^fions  *;  An 
as  we  had  it  confirmed  by  the  general  voice  of  th 
people,  I  fhall  take  notice,  that  the  Tranfaftions  par 
ticularly  obferve,  that  the  eclipfes  of  the  fun  in  Arte 
have  been  very  fatal  to  this  place  ;  and  that  in  th 
years  1542  and  1567,  when  the  fun  was  eclipfed 
that  fign,  it  fuffered  very  much  by  fire  ;  and  after  th 
latter  eclipfe  of  the  two,  the  fire  fpread  fo  far,  tha 
above  200  houfes  in  the  town  and  fuburbs  of  Caer 
narvon,  were  confumcd. 

This  mountainous  country  runs  away  north  throug 
Merioneth/hire,  and  aimoft  through  CaernarvonJbir> 
Thefe  unpayable  heights  were  doubtlefs  the  refuge  c 
the  Britons,  when,  in  their  continual  wars  with  th 
Ro?nam  and  Saxons,  they  were  overpowered. 

*  The  fame  thing  has  been  experienced  in  France.  However,  it  dc 
not  really  burn,  heing  liable  to  be  extinguifhed  by  throwing  clotht 
blankets,  &p%  upon  it.    Vide  Roy.  Acad,  de  Sc'u 
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That  fide  of  the  county  of  Caernarvon,  which  bor- 
ders on  the  feaT  is  not  fo  mountainous,  and  is  more 
fertile  and  populous.  The  principal  place  in  this 
part  is  Caernarvon',  a  walled  town,  op  polite  to  Angle-* 
fea.  It  is  about  eight  miles  from  Bangor,  and  (lands 
pleafantly  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Menal..  It 
has  a  noble  caftle,  built  by  Eihvard  I.  where  his 
queen  was  brought-to-bed  of  Edward  II.  They 
fhew  the  queen's  bedchamber  to  all  travellers  that 
vifit  the  cattle  *.  It  is  built  in  the  Raman  ftile  of  ar- 
chitecture, and  has  one  tower  eminent  above  the  reft, 
called  the  Eagle's  Tower,  from  an  eagle  carved  upon 
it.  The  town  is  furrounded  by  a  wall,  and  feems  to 
have  been  well  fortified  for  thofe  days.  It  is  govern- 
ed by  the'conftable  of  the  caflle,  who,  by  his  pa- 
tent, is  always  mayor,  and  is  affifted  by  an  alderman, 
2  bailiffs,  a  town-clerk,  and  other  officers.  It  fends 
one  member  to  parliament. 

As  the  weather  would  not  permit  us  to  reach 'the 
fummit  of  Snoivdon,  I  fh-all  copy  the  defcription  of 
that  mountain  from  the  journal  of  a  curious  modern 
traveller  f. 

"  I  pafled  my  evening  (fays  rny  author)  at  a  very 
good  inn  at  Caernarvon  ;  and,  having  procured  an 
intelligent  guide,  returned  early  next  morning  through 
Bettus  to  the  foot  of  Snowdon.  Having  left  my  horfes 
at  a  fmall  hut,  and  hired  a  mountaineer  to  carry  fome 
cordials  and  provifions,  with  a  fpiked  flick,  but  im- 
prudently without  nails  in  my  fhoes,  about  ten 
o'clock  I  began  to  afcend  the  mountain.  The  two 
firft  miles  were  rather  boggy  and  difagreeable  ;  but, 
when  the  profpecf  opened,  I  foon  forgot  all  difficul- 
ties. In  the  courfe  of  the  two  laft,  I  pafled  by  fix 
precipices,   which  I  believe  were  very   formidable  ; 

*  In  the  London  Magazine  for  March,  1774,  is  a  drawing  of  the  cradle 
in  which  Edivard  II.  was  rocked,  and  is  a  curious  piece  of  antiquity. 

f  Cradock's  Account  of  fome  of  the  mod  romantic  parts  of  b!orrb- 
Wala.     Pub  limed  in  1777. 
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but  as  I  was  near  the  brink,  and  the  wind 

1  did  not  venture  to  examine  them  too  narrowly. 

"  On  the  fummit,  which  is  a  plain  about  fix  yards  I 

in  circumference,  the  air  was  perfectly  mild' and  fe-H 

rene,    and   I    could   with    pleafure    contemplate  the  a 

amazing  map  that  was  unfolded  to  my  view.     Fromrj 

hence  may  be  diftinctly  feen,  JVicklow  hills  in  Ire  A 

land,  the  Ife  of  Man,  Cumberland,   Lancafyire,   Che  A 

jhlre,   Shr op/hire,  and  part  of  Scotland-,  all  the  coun- 1 

ties    of  North-Wales,    the    I  fie   of  Angle fea  -,    rivers,  j 

plains,  woods,  rocks,  and  mountains,  fix-and-twentyl 

lakes,  and  two  feas.     It  is  doubted,  whether  there  is  I 

another  circular  profpecl:  fo  extenfive  in  any  part  of  I 

the  terraqueous  globe.     Who  could  take  fuch  a  fur-  I 

vey,  without  perceiving  his  fpirits  elevated  in  fome 

proportion   to   the  height  ?    Who   could    behold  (o  I 

bountiful  a  difplay  of  nature,  without  wonder  and  I 

extacy  ?     Who  but  muft  feel  even  a  degree  of  pride,  I 

from   having  gained   an  eminence,    from  which  he  I 

-could  with  eafe  overlook  the  neji  of  the  eagle  ^  and  the 

n  eft  of  the  hawk  *  ? 

"  But  as  the  level  walks  of  life  are  heft  fuited  to 
the  generality  of  mankind,  it  became  neceiTary  to  & 
confider,  that  this  was  no  fpot  where  I  could  proba-  i 
b\y  make  any  lading  abode,  and  that  the  return  I 
would  be  attended  with  at  lean1  as  much  difficulty  as  1 
the  afcent.  Having  defcended  a  mile  or  two,  I  did  t\ 
not  think  it  amifs  to  enquire  about  anexhaufted  mine  | 
4 hat  I  faw  at  a  diftance  ;  and  I  could  make  this  en-  I 
quiry  with  the  better  grace,  as  the  guides  had  hither-  j 
to  wondered  at  my  prowefs.  The  mine,  I  was  in-  I 
-formed,  was  only  copper ;  and  happy  was  it  for  the  i 
Weljh,  that  their  mines  did  not  confiljb  of  choicer  | 
metals  :  Had  they  been  curfed  with  either  gold  or  ji 
filver,  foreign  nations,  long  fince,  in  the  name  of  j^ 

*  Most  Guidon,  and  Mod  Happcck,  two   mountains  near   Sneiodon, 
fneationed  by  Lard  Lyttelton. 

the 
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the  God  of  peace,  and  under  pretence  of  teaching 
them  an  immaculate  religion  *3  had  laid  wafte  their 
country,  and  murdered  its  inhabitants." 

Whoever  travels  critically  over  thefe  mountains  of 
South  IVales  and  Merioneth/hire,  will  think '  Stone-henge 
in  Wiltjhlre^  and  Rollrich  ftones  in  Oxford/hire,  no 
more  wonders,  feeing  there  are  {o  many  iuch  in  thefe 
provinces,,  that  they  are  not  thought  Arrange  at  all ; 
nor  is  it  doubted,  but  they  were  generally  monuments 
of  the  dead  ;  as  alfo  are  the  fmgle  {tones  of  immenfe 
bulk,  of  which  we  few  fo  many,  that  we  gave  over  re- 
marking them.  Some  meafured  from  feven,  eight,  to 
ten,  and  one  16  feet  high,  being  a  whole  ftone,  but 
fo  large,  that  the  moil:  of  the  wonder  is,  where  they 
were  found,  and  how  dragged  to  the  place  ;  fince,  be- 
fides  the  fleep  afcents  to  forne  of  the  hills  on  which 
they  ftand,  it  would  be  hardly  poffible  to  move  fome 
of  them  now  with  50  yoke  of  oxen.  And  yet  a  great 
many  of  thefe  itoncs  are  found  confufedly  lying  one 
upon  another  on  the,  utmoft  fummit  or  top  of  the 
Glyc/ery  and  other  hills  in  Merioneth  or  Caernarvon- 
shire j  to  which  it  is  next  to  impoflible  that  all  the 
pov/er  of  art,  and  ftrength  of  man  and  beaft,  could 
carry  them  ;  and  the  vulgar  make  no  difficulty  of 
faying,  the  devil  fent  them  up  there. 

One  of  thefe  monumental  ftones  is  to  be  feen  a  little 
way  from  Harleigh  Cajile :  it  is  a  large  ftone  lying 
flat,  fupported  by  three  other  {tones  at  three  of  the  four 
angles,  though  the  ftone  is  rather  oval  than  fquare  ;  it 
is  almoft  1  j  feet  long,  the  breadth  unequal  ;  but  in 
fome  places  it  is  from  feven  to  eight  feet  broad,  and 
it  may  be  fuppofed  has  been  both  longer  and  broader  > 
it  is  in  fome-  places  about  two  feet  thick,  but  in  others 

*  "  The  Spaniards  made  the  Gofpel  an  excufe  for  all  the  barbarities 
they  committed  in  the  conqueft  of  Peru ;  and  when  they  plundered  the 
rich  mines  of  Potoji,  they  frequently  (fays  Las  CafasJ  erecled  gibbets 
all  over  the  country,  and  hung  up  twelve  poor  wretches  at  a  time,  in 
konour  of  the  twelve  apoftles." 

P  4  it 
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it  is  worn  almofr  to  an  edge  by  Time.  The  three 
ilones  that  fupport  it  are  about  20  inches  fquare  ;  it  is i 
fuppofed  there  havebeen  four,  two  of  which,  that  fup.« 
port  the  thicker},  end,  are  near  eight  feet  high,  the 
other  not  above  three  feet,  being  fuppofed  to  be  fet- 
tled in  the  ground,  fo  that  the  Hone  lies  Hoping,  like 
the  roof  of  a  barn*  There  is  another  of  thefe  to  be 
ieen  in  the  ifle  of  Anglefea  ;  the  flat  ftone  is  much 
larger  and  thicker  than  this  ;  but  we  did  not  go  to 
fee  it.  There  are  alfa  two  circles  of  ftones  in  that 
•jilandj   fuch  as  Stone-henge,  but  larger. 

This  is  a  particular  kind  of  monument,  and  there- 
fore I  took  notice  of  it ;  but  the  others  are  generally 
iingle  ilones  of  vafl  magnitude,  fet  up  on  one  end, 
.column-wife,,  which,  being  fo  very  large,  are  likely 
to  remain  till  the  end  of  Time :  but  are  generally 
without  any  infcription,  or  regular  fhape,  or  any  mark 
to  intimate  for  whom,  or  for  what,  they  were  placed.. 

Thefe  mountains  are  indeed  fo  like  the  Alps,  that, 
except  the  language  of  the  people,  one  could  hardly 
avoid  thinking  he  is  paffing  from  Grenoble  to  Sufa,  or 
rather  through  the  country  of  the  Grifons.  The 
lakes  alfo,  which  are  fo  numerous  here,  make  the 
fimilitude  the  greater  :  nor  are  the  fables  which  the 
country-people  tell  of  thofe  lakes  much  unlike  the 
frories  which;  we  meet  with  among  the  Swztzers,  of 
the  famous  lakes  in.  their  country.  Mr.  Camden's 
continuator  tells  us  of  50  or  60  lakes  in  Caernarvon- 
Jhire  only.  We  did  not  count  them ;  but  I  believe 
if  we  had,  we  ftiould  have  found  them  to  be  more, 
rather  than  lefs. 

Here  we  meet  with  the  char-fiih,  the  fame  kind 
which  we  faw  in  Lancajbire,  and  alfo  in  the  lakes  of 
Switzerland,  and  no-where  elfe,  that  I  have  heard  of, 
in  Europe.     The  Weljh  call  it  the  Red  Belley. 

In  a  large  lake  in  this  county,  called  by  the  in- 
habitants Lbjn  Tegid,  there  is  a  nin  taken  called 
Gwihiad7  or  fr  efh-water  whiting,  which  is  not  fouiid 


W      ALE       S.  32r 

in  any  other  water  in  Britain,  but  is  alfo  common  in 
the  lake  of  Geneva,  and  Tome  others  in  Switzerland, 
This  fifli  greatly  refembles  a  whiting  in  its  outward 
appearance,  but  the  infide  is  more  like  an  herring. 
The  river  Dee,  which  rifes  above  this  lake,  runs  through 
it;  yet,  it  is  very  remarkable,  none  of  thefe  fifh  are 
ever  found  in  the  river  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  neither 
trout  nor  faimon  are  ever  feen  in  this  lake  j  yet  the 
river  on  both  fides  abounds  with  them. 

From  Caernarvon/hire,  we  croiTed  over  the  Menai, 
into  the  ifland  of  Anglefea  :  it  is  called  the  river  Me- 
nai, though  in  fact,  it  is  an  arm  of  the  fea,  fepa- 
rating  Anglefea  from  Caernarvonjhire.  In  the  nar- 
rowed part,  it  is  about  the  fame  breadth  as  the  Thanes 
at  Wejlminfter  bridge.  The  principal  town  in  the 
ifland  is  Beaumaris,  which  fends  one  member  to 
parliament  :  a  fine  green  lawn  before  the  town,  from 
whence  we  have  a  charming  profpecl:'  of  the  Gaer- 
narvonjlnre  mountains,  v/ith  a  haven  of  the  fea,  ren- 
ders this  place  delightful.  The  town  is  in  a  de- 
clining condition.  Before  Leverpool  became  fo  great 
a  mart,  this  place  carried  on  a  confiderable  trade, 
which  it  has  now  entirely  loft.  It  confifts  of  two 
or  three  good  flreets,  better  built  than  mod  of  the 
Weljh  towns.  The  caftle  is  not  to  be  compared  to 
thofe  of  Caernarvon  and  Conway  for  beauty,  though 
perhaps  not  inferior  in  point  of  ftrength. 

Baron-hill,  the  feat  of  the  late  Lord  Eulkeley,  is 
fituated  on  an  eminence,  about  half  a  mile  diitant 
from  the  town.  It  commands  an  extenflve  and  very 
beautiful  profpecl:.  The  houfe  is  not  to  be  admired  ; 
but  I  prefer  the  fituation.  to  any  I  have  feen  in 
Wales. 

From  Beaiunaris,  we  travelled  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  country,  till  we  came  to  Holy-Head, 
which  ftands  on  a  promontory,  in  the  remoteft  cor- 
ner of  the  ifland.  This  little  town  is  a  fea-port, 
where  the  Dublin  packers  are  Rationed  :  it  is  a  place 
F   5  of 


322  WALE      S. 

of  confiderable  refort,  populous,  and  in  a  fiourifh- 
ing  ftate. 

We  ha4  a  very  unpleaflng  journey  from  Beaumaris 
to  this  place.  The  roads  were  exceeding  deep  ;  our 
liorfes  funk  into  the  clay,  fo  that  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  we  travelled.  During  the  whole 
day's  journey,  we  fcarce  faw  a  tree,  or  a  gentleman's 
feat.  The  face  of  the  country  affords  a  difagree- 
able  and  melancholy  profpect,  though  the  land  is 
faid  to  be  rich  and  fertile. 

Curiofity  induced  me  to  view  the  feat  of  the  an- 
cient Britijh  Princes,  Aberfreiv ;  but  my  expecta- 
tions were  fadly  difappointed.  It  is  a  little  country 
village,  without  any  remains  of  grandeur,  or  mo- 
numents of  antiquity,  that  I  could  difcern. 

From  Aberfreiv  we  crofied  the  fands,  and  came  tc 
a  corporation  town  called  Neivborough.     This  place 
had   a  right  of  returning  a  member  to   parliament' 
which  they  loft  fome  years  fince :  it  feems  to  be  i 
very  poor  place. 

The  lair,  place  we  vifited  in  the  ifland  of  Anglefea. 
was  the  feat  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bayly  :  it  is  built  in  the 
Gothic  ftile,  with  great  elegance  and  tafte  ;  its  filia- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Menai,  with  a  profpecl  ol 
the  mountains  at  a  diftance,  renders  it  the  admira- 
tion of  all  who  fee  it.  The  facred  monuments  ol 
druidical  antiquity,  furrounded  with  the  thick  em- 
bowering fhades  of  venerable  oaks,  render  this  place 
the  feat  of  contemplation. 

We  then  crofftd  the  Menai^  and  came  to  Bangor^ 
at  the  place  where  King  Edzvard  I.  intended  to  have 
built  a  great  ftone  bridge:  but  though  the  King' 
was  very  pofitive  in  his  defign  for  a  great  while,  yet 
he  was  prevailed  with  at  laft  to  decline  it  j  poilibly  on 
account  of  the  expence. 

Banger  is  a  town  noted  for  its  antiquity.  It  is  a 
Bifliop's  fee,  but  has  an  old,  mean-looking,  and  al-, 
jnoft  defpicable,  cathedral  church. 
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This  church  boafts  of  being  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
in  Britain,  the  people  fay,  the  moft  ancient ;  and  that 
St.  Daniel  (to  whom  it  was  dedicated)  was  firftBifhop 
here,  in  the  year  512.  They  allow  that  the  pagans, 
perhaps  of  Anglefea,  ruined  the  church,  and  poffefted 
the  biihoprick  after  it  was  built,  for  above  100  years  ; 
nor  is  there  any  account  of  it  from  the  year  512  to 
1009.  After  this,  the  biihoprick  was  again  ruined  by 
one  of  its  own  Bifhops,  whofe  name  was  Bulkehy  :  he, 
as  the  Monajlicon  fays,  not  only  fold  the  revenues,  but 
even  the  very  bells  ;  for  which  facrilege,  it  is  faid,  he 
was  {truck  blind. 

It  is  certainly  at  prefent  no  rich  bimoprick  ;  yet  the 
Bifhops  are  generally  allowed  to  hold  fome  other  good 
benefice  in  commendam  ;  and  are  generally  tranflated 
from  hence  to  a  more  profitable  fee. 

From  Bangor  we  went  north  (keeping  the  fea  on 
cur  left-hand)  to  Conway,  or  Aber-Conway.  Con- 
way caftle  was  built  by  Edward  I.  and  is  the  admi- 
ration of  all  that  fee  it  :  for  fituation,  elegance, 
ftrength,  and  grandeur,  it  is  perhaps  unrivalled,  in 
Wales  at  leaft  :  it  is  fituated  on  a  high  rock  above 
the  fea,  and  moated  on  the  land  fide.  There  are 
ten  round  towers  in  the  caftle,  and  four  turrets  that 
are  confiderably  higher  than  the  towers.  The  walls 
arebattlemented,  and  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  in 
breadth.  On  entering  the  caftle,  you  are  ftruck 
with  the  view  of  a  grand  arched  hall,  with  hand- 
fome  niched  windows  :  this  hall  is  entire  ;  it  is  100 
feet  long,  30  high,  and  as  many  wide,  and  the  roof 
h  fupported  by  nine  ftone  arches.  The  external 
part  of  the  caftle  remains  entire,  except  one  tower, 
which  has  tumbled  into  the  fea,  by  one  part  of  the 
rock  giving  way.  On  one  fide  of  the  caftle  is  a  high 
hill,  covered  with  a  fine  coppice  of  wood  ;  on  the 
other  you  have  a  profpecl  over  the  river  of  fome 
ccnfiderable  feats,  which  make  a  beautiful  appear- 
ance. The  whote  town  is  furrounded  by  a  wall ; 
P  6  and 
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and  fo  ftrongly  fortified  was  this  place,  that  before* 
the  invention  of  cannon,  it  muft  have  been  im- 
pregnable. 

The  town  of  Llanrtvft  is  about  twelve  miles  di- 
:ftant  from  Ccnwey :  the  road  to  it  leads  through  a 
beautiful  little  vale,  environed  by  mountains  that 
fcale  the  heavens.  This  town  contains  nothing  re<- 
rnarkable,  except  a  bridge  built  by  Ihigo  Janes  ;  this 
place  claims  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  him,  and. 
the  elegant  firucture  of  the  bridge  leaves  us  no  room, 
to  doubt  the  mafterly  hand  of  the  architect. 

From  Conway  we  paffed  over  that  ftupendous  rock., 
called  B enmaenmawr .  The  road-paiTes  along  the  fide 
©f  the  mountain  :  both?  beneath  and  above  the  road; 
there  are  horrid  precipices,  with  fragments  of  rocks, 
impending  over  the  terrified  traveller.  Such  roads 
appear  tremendous  to  one  who  has  been  ufed  to  tra- 
vel a  level  country  ;  but  the  inhabitants  make  no* 
thing  of  riding  on  the  very  brink  of  a  precipice. 
After  a  thaw  of  fnow,.,  or  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  the. 
loofe  rocks  fometimes  give  way,,  and  roll  with  con- 
vulfive  ruin  into  the  fea,.  carrying  with  them  the 
wall  built  for  the  traveller's  fecurity  :  a  confiderable. 
part  of  this  wall  was  thrown  down  when  we  palled. 
A  new  road  has  been  made  on  the  fide  of  this  moun- 
tain, with  great  art  and  ingenuity,  which  claims* 
the  gratitude  and,  admiration  of  travellers.  The  pub- 
lic are  indebted  to  Mr.  Si  he  ft  er  for,  this  work  of 
labour  and  art,  which  perhaps  equals  any  thing  of. 
the  kind  in  Europe. 

Purfuing  our  journey,  v/e  arrived  at  Denbigh,  the 
county  town,  which  fends  one  member  to  parlia- 
ment :  it  is  fituated  upon  a  fine  eminence,  on  which, 
arife  the  turrets  of  a  majeftic  caftle ;  it  js  in  ruins,, 
but  the  very  ruins  are  venerable  :  great  part  of  the 
hall  is  ftill-  ftanding,  which  the  rude  inhabitants 
miftake  for  the  ruins  of.  a  church;  the.  remains  of 
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the  hall  give  the  traveller  an  Idea  of  the  grandeur  of 
the  place. 

The  profpecl:  from  the  caftle  is  moft  enchanting  : 
beneath,  the  vale  of  Clwyd.  difpl'ays  her  bofom,  pro- 
fufely  gay  to  the  admiring  fpedtator.  The  banks 
of  the  river  Clwyd  are  decorated  with  feats,  the 
towns  of  Rhythtn  and  St.  Afaph,  with  the  mountains 
rifing  at  a  diftance,  form  a  moft  delightful  view. 

From  hence  we  made  an.exeurfion  to  Rhythm^  a  neat 
and  pleafant  town,,  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ckvyd,  about  five  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Denbigh.  Hers 
is  a  good  corn-market  on  Mondays.  The  free-fchool 
is  a  handfome  building,  and  was  well  endowed  by 
Gabriel  Goodman,  Dean  of  Wejhninftcr^  born  at  Llan- 
hychan  near  this  town, 

This  town  is  more  populous  and  opulent  than 
Denbigh ;  but  in  point  of  fituation  is  far.  inferior. 
There  are  here  the  ruins  of  a  caftle,.  but  fo  much 
defaced  by  the  hand  of  time,  that  nothing  can  be 
difcerned  to  attr-acl:  the  notice  of  a  traveller.  This 
town  bears  fomething  in  its  countenance  of  its  neigh- 
bourhood to  England 'y  but  that  which  was  moft  fur- 
prizing  after  fuch  a  tirefome  and  fatiguing  journey 
over  the  inhofpitable  mountains  of  Merioneth  and 
Caernarvonjhirey  was,  that,  defcending  now  from  the 
hills,  we  came  into  a  moft  pleafant,  fruitful,  populous,, 
and  delicious  vale,  called  The  vale  of  Clwydy  from  the 
river  of  the  fame  name,  full  of  villages  and  towns, 
the  fields  mining  with  corn,  juft  ready  for  the  reap- 
ers, the  meadows  green  and  flowery,  and  a  fine 
river,  of  a  mild  and  gentle  ftream,  running  through 
it :  nor.  is  it  a  fmall  or  cafual  intermiftion,  for  we  had 
a  profpecl:  of  the  country  open  before  us  for  above  20 
miles  in  length,  and  from  five  to  feven  miles  in 
breadth,  all  fmilingwith.the  fame  kind  of  complexion ; 
which  made  us  think  ourfelves  in  England  again,  by 
the  agreeable  change  of  climate. 

In  this  pleafant  vale,  turning  north  from  Denbigh* 

we 
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we  entered  Flintjhire,  the  fmalleft  of  the  twelve  TVelJh 
counties.  Its  northern  fide  is  warned  by  the  river 
Dee,  and  the  land  rifes  fuddenly  from  the  fhore  in 
fine  inequalities,  clayey,  and  fruitful  in  corn  and 
grafs,  for  near  four  miles,  to  a  mountainous  tradl 
that  runs  parallel  to  it  for  a  confiderable  way.  The 
lower  part  is  divided  by  picliurefque  dingles,  which 
run  from  the  mountains,  and  open  to  the  fea, 
filled  with  oaks.  The  inferior  part  abound  with 
coal  and  freeftoiie  ;  the  upper  with  minerals  of  lead 
and  calamine,  and  immenfe  ftrata  of  limeftone  and 
chert.  The  principal  trade  of  the  county  is  mining 
and  fmelting. 

The  northern  part  of  the  county  is  flat,  and  very 
rich  in  corn,  efpecially  wheat,  which  is  generally 
exported  to  Leverpool.  The  mire,  in  mofl  places, 
raifes  more  than  is  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants. It  is  extremely  populous,  and  in  the 
mineral  parts  compofed  of  a  mixed  people,  whofe 
fathers  and  grandfathers  had  reforted  here  for  the 
fake  of  employ  out  of  the  Englijh  mine  counties, 
many  of  whofe  children,  born  of  Weljb  mothers, 
have  quite  loft  the  language  of  their  fathers. 

A  lofty  range  of  mountains  rife  on  the  weft,  and 
form  a  bold  frontier.  This  county  is  watered  by 
feveral  fmall  rivers,  fuch  as  the  Allen,  the  Terrigy 
and  the  Wheeler ;  part  of  its  weftern  boundary  by 
the  Clwyd ;  and  Maelwr,  a  disjointed  part  of  the 
county,  by  the  Dee  *. 

The  firft  town  we  came  to  was  St.  dfaph,  a  fmall 
city,  with  a  very  good  cathedral  church  covered  with 
tiles ;  but  yet  here  is  efteemed  a  ftately  fabric.  The 
city  is  ill  built  and  poor,  although  the  country  is 
fo  rich  and  pleafant  all  round  it,  and  the  bifhoprick 
of  good  value.  There  are  fome  old  monuments  in 
this  church,  but  none  of  any  note ;  nor  could  we 
read  the  Welfo  inscriptions. 

*  See  Pennanfs  Tcur  in  Wales* 

The  I 
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The  road  to  St.  IVenefred's  well  is  remarkably 
pifturefque,  along  a  little  valley,  bounded  on  one 
fide  by  hanging  woods,  beneath  which  the  ftream 
hurries  towards  the  fea,  uniefs  where  interrupted  by 
the  frequent  manufactories  :  its  origin  is  difcovered 
at  the  foot  of  a  freep  hill,  beneath  the  town  of  Ho- 
fyivell,  to  which  it  gave  the  name.  The  fpring  boils 
with  vaft  impetuofity  out  of  a  rock,  and  is  formed 
into  a  beautiful  polygonal  well  covered  by  a  rich 
arch  fupported  by  pillars.  The  roof  is  moft  ex- 
quifitely  carved  in  Hone.  Immediately  over  the  foun- 
tain is  the  legend  of  St.  Wenefrede,  on  a  pendant 
projection,  with  the  arms  of  England  at  the  bottom  : 
numbers  of  fine  ribs  fecure  the  arch,  whofe  inter- 
fedtions  are  coupled  with  fome  fculpture. 

There  are  two  different  opinions  about  the  origin 
of  this  ftream  :  one  party  make  it  miraculous,  the 
other  affert  it  to  be  owing  to  natural  caufes.  The 
advocates  for  the  firft  deliver  their  ridiculous  tale 
thus. 

In  the  feventh  century  lived  a  virgin  of  the  name 
of  Wenefrcde,  who  was  put  under  the  care  of  her 
uncle  Buenoy  who  had  affurned  a  monaftic  habit,  and 
erected  a  church  here  :  a  neighbouring  Prince  was 
firuck  with  her  beauty,  and  at  all  events  determined 
to  gratify  his  defires.  He  made  known  his  paffion 
to  the  lady,  who,  affected  with  horror,  attempted 
to  efcape.  The  wretch,  enraged  at  the  difappoint- 
ment,  inftantly  purfued  her,  drew  out  his  fabre,  and 
cut  off  her  head.  He  inftantly  received  the  reward 
of  his  crime  ;  he  fell  down  dead,  and  the  earth  open- 
ing, fwallowed  his  impious  corpfe. 

The  fevered  head  took  its  way  down  the  hill,  and 
flopped  near  the  church.  The  valley,  which  from 
its  uncommon  drynefs  was  heretofore  called  Sycb 
riant,  now  loft  its  name,  A  fpring  of  uncommon 
fize  burft  from  the  place  where  the  head  refted.  The 
mofs  on  its  fides  diffufed  a  fragrant  fmell  5  her  blood 

fpotted 
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fpotted  the  {tones,  which,  like  the  flowers  of  Adcnl's, 
annually  commemorate  the  fact,  by  afluming  a  co~ 
lour  unknown  to  them  before  *. 

St.  Bueno  took  up  the  head,  carried  it  to  the  corpfe, 
and,  offering  up-  his  devotions,  joined  it  nicely  to 
the  body,  which  inftantly  reunited.  The  place  was 
vifible  only  by  a  flender  white  line  encircling  her 
neck,  in  memory  of  a  miracle,  which  furpalTed  far 
that  worked  by  St.  Dionyfnu,  who  marched  in  tri-i 
umph  after  decapitation,  with  his  head  in  his  hands,, 
from  Mont ?natre  to  St.  Dennis's  f,  or  that  of  St.. 
Adelbertus,  who,  in  like  circumftances,,  fwam  acrofs 
the  Vlftula.  St..  Wenefrede  furvived  her  decollation; 
fifteen  years  * 

She  died  at  Gwytherin  in  Denhighjhlrer  where  her 
bones  refted  till  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  when„ 
after  divine  admonition,  they  were  furrendered  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Peter  and  St»  Paul  at  Shrew/bury,. 
The  memory  of  the  two  great  events,  that  of  her 
firft  death  is  celebrated  on  the  22d  of  June,  that  of 
her  tranflation  on  the  3d  of  November, 

A  bell  belonging  to  the  church  was  alfo  chriftenedi 
in  honour  of  her.  I  cannot  learn  the  names  Gf  the 
goffips,  who,,  as  ufual,  were  undoubtedly  rich  per- 
sons. On  the  ceremony,  they  all  laid  hold  of  the 
rope,  beftowed  a  name  on  the  bell,  and  the  prieft 
fprinkled  it  with  holy  water,  in  the  name  of  the  Fa- 
ther, &c.  &ct*  He  then  cloathed  it  with  a  fine 
garment ;  after,  this  the  goffips  gave  a  grand  feaft,. 
and  made  great  prefents,,  which  the  priefl  received 
in  behalf  of.  the  bell.  Thus  blefTed,  it,  was  en- 
dowed with  great  powers,  allayed,  on.  being  rung,, 
all  ftorms,  diverted  the  thunder-  bolt,  and  drove  away. 
evil  fpirits. 

"  After  her  death,  her  fan£Uty  (fays  her  hifto- 

*-  See  Pennant's  Tour  in  Wales ;  alfo,  the  Life  of  St,  Wenefrede. 
■f  Hifloire  de  TAbbaye  de  St.  Denys,  76, 
$  SjavelyYHift,  of  Churches,  J39, 
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rian)  was  proved  by  numberlefs  miracles.  The. wa- 
ters are  almoft  as  fanative  as  thofe  of  the  pool  of 
Bethefda :  all  infirmities  incident  to  the  human  body 
met  with  relief;  the  votive  crutches,  the  barrows, 
and  other  proofs  of  cures,  to  this  moment  remain  as 
evidences  pendent  over  the  well."  The  Saint  is 
equally  propitious  to  Proteftants  and  Catholics;  for 
among;  the  ofFering-s  are  to  be  found  thefe  grateful 
teitirnonies  from  the  patients  of  each  religion.  The 
waters  are  indifputably  endowed  with  every  good 
quality  attendant  on  cold  baths,  and  multitudes  have 
here  experienced  the  good  effects  that  thus  refult  from 
natural  qualities. 

The  refort  of  pilgrims  of  late  years  to  thefe  Fon- 
tanelia  has  confiderably  decreafed  ;  the  greateft  num- 
ber are  from  Lancajbire.  In  the  fummer,  ftill  a  few 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  water  in  deep  devotion  up  to 
their  chins  for  hours,  fending  up  their  prayers,  or 
performing  a  number  of  evolutions  round  the  poly- 
gonal well,  or  threading  the  arch  betv/een  well  and 
well  a  prefcribed  number  of  times.  Few  people  of 
rank  at  prefent  honour  the  fountain  with  their  pre- 
fence.  A  crowned  head  in  the  laft  age  dignified  the 
place  with  a  vifit.  The  Prince  who  loft  three  king- 
doms for  a  mafs,  paid  his  refpects,  on  Auguft  29, 
1686,  to  our  Saint,  arid  received  as  a  reward  a  pre- 
fent of  the  very  fhift  in  which  his  great  grand-mo- 
ther Mary  Stuart  loft  her  head  *. 

The  fpring  is  certainly  one  of  the  fineft  in  thefe 
kingdoms  ;  and,  by  the  two  different  trials  and  cal- 
culations lately  made  for  the  information  of  Mr. 
Pennant^  is  found  to  fling  out  about  twenty-one 
tons  of  water  in  a  minute.  It  never  freezes,  or 
(carcely  varies  in  the  quantity  of  water,  in  droughts 
or  after  the  greateft  rains.  After  a  violent  fall  of 
\vet5  it  becomes  difcoloured  by  a  wheyey  tinge.    The 

*  Th(5  late  Div  Cooptr  of  Cbefier\  MSS, 

flream 
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fiream  formed  by  this  fountain  runs  with  a  rapid 
courfe  to  the  iea,  which  it  reaches  in  little  more  than  | 
a  mile's  diftance  :  the.  induflry  of  this  century  has  | 
made  its  waters  of  much  commercial  utility.  The] 
principal  works  on  it  at  this  time  are  battering  mills-! 
for  copper,  a  wire  mill,  coarfe  paper  mill,  muff  mill.  J 
a  foundery  for  brafs,  and  at  this  time  a  cotton  ma- J 
nufa&ory  is  eftablifhing,  the  fuccefs  of  which  will  I 
be  of  infinite  advantage  to  the  neighbourhood. 

The  town  of  Holywell  was  very  inconnderahle  till  \ 
the  beginning  of  this  century  ;  the  hcufes  few,  anc« 
thofe  for  the  mofl  part  thatched,  the  flreets  unpaved.jj 
and  the  place  destitute  of  a  market ;' -but' the  towxl 
now  contains  upwards  of  2000  inhabitants :  it  ha  6 
a  weekly  market,  and  a  grant  for  three  fairs,  bu  \ 
thefe  never  coulchbe  cftabliflied. 

The  iituation  of  the  town  is  pleafant  and  healthy  j] 
On  the  back  is  a  lofty  hill,  at  times  extremely  pro- 1 
du&ive  of  lead  ore.  Towards  the  lea  is  a  prettj  I 
valley,  bounded  by  woods  :  the  end  finimes  on  on<  3 
fide  with  the  venerable  abbey. 

Several  catholic  priefts  attend  here  under  variou:  1 
difguifes,    but  nobody  takes  notice  cf  them,  as  t<!| 
their  religion,  though  they  are  well  known,  no  no  j 
the  Roman-catholics  themfelves  ;  but  in  private  the}  j 
have  their  proper  oratories   in   certain  places,  vvhi-  \ 
ther  the  votaries    refort  ;    and   good   manners   hav< 
prevailed  fo  far,  that  no  Proteftant,  let  him  knov, 
what  he  will,  takes  notice  of  it,  or  inquires  whither 
one  goes,  or  has  been  gone  *. 

*  This  toleration  has  been  cenfured  by  fome  Protectants  ;  but  furel; 
with  great  impropriety.  Should  the  Romanijis  drive  our  clergy  frc'n 
Alx  or  the  Spa,  we  fhould  certainly  think,  that  they  deferved  to  loi 
fuch  falubrious  ftreams,  which  ought  to  be  confidered  as  places  madt 
for  the  common  relief  of  our  infirmities,  and  therefore  very  proper!) 
allowed  by  all  parties  to  be  neutral  and  undifturbed,  even  while  the  hoi'' 
tors  of  war  rage  all  around.  The  Roman  Catholics,  indeed,  are  nu- 
merous in  this  part  of  Wales,  which  is  the  leaft  enlightened  of  any  in 
the  principality}  but  the  Romijh  perfuafion.  is  now  every  day  giving 
ground  to  that  of  Methodifm. 

The 
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The  principal  towns  in  Flintjhire,  are,  i.  jty/w/, 
the  {hire-town,  buttb  fmall,  that  it  hac  not  a  market. 
It- ftands  on  the  iEftuary  of  the  Dee,  and  has  a  fmall 
harbour,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  &frV  2.  St. 
Afaph,  before-mentioned.  3.  Caerwys,  the  chief 
market-town  of  the  county. 

From  hence  we  pafTed  by  Flint-Caftle,  a  known 
place,  but  of  no  confequence-  now  5  and  directly  to 
Wrexham  f,  deemed  the  largeft  town  in  North-Wales y 
laving  heard  much  of  a  fine  church  there;  but  we 
■vere  greatly  difappointed.  There  is  indeed  a  very 
arge  tower  or  fteeple,  as  fome  call  it,  adorned  with 
mageryj  but  far  from  fine  :  the  work  is  mean,  the 
ilatues  without  any  fancy  or  fpirit  j  and  as  the  {lone 
s  of  a  reddifh,  crumbling  kind,  like  the  cathedral  at 
Zhefter^  Time  has  made  it  look  grofs  and  tough. 

There  are  a  great  many  ancient  monuments  in  this 
:hurch,  and  in  the  church-yard  alfo,  but  none  of 
lote  j  and  almoft  all  the  inferiptions  are  in  Weljh, 
The  church  is  large  ;  but  they  muft  be  much  miftaken, 
tfho  tell  us  it  is  one  of  the  flneft  in  Britain  ;  for  it 
:alls  fhort  in  that  refpecl,  even  of  thofe  churches 
which  are  as  old  as  itfelf. 

This  town  is  large,  well  built,  and  populous  ;  and 
Defides  the  church,  there  are  two  large  meeting-houfes, 
n  one  of  which  they  preach  in  Weljh,  one  part  of 
:he  day,  and  in  Englijb  the  other  ;  which  is  the  cafe 
n  Caermarthen,  and  fome  other  places  in  Wales.  Here 
!s  a  great  market  for  coarfe  linens  and  for  flannel, 
which  the  factors  buy  up  of  the  poor  Weljh  people, 
who  manufacture  it,  and  thence  it  is  fent  to  London  ; 
and  is  a  confiderable  manufacture  through  all  this 

•f  The  parim  is  now  noted  for  a  manufactory  of  inftruments  of  war  j 
sut  altered  for  thofe  of  offence,  inftead  of  defence.  Near  this  place  is 
a  foundcry  for  cannon,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wdklr.j'on,  who  fup- 
plies  many  parts  of  E u rope  w ith  l  his  ratio  ultima  regum  j  and  in  the  late 
war  between  the  RuJJians  and  Titrki,  furnifhed  both  parties  with  this 
fpecies  of  lo£ic.     Pennant's  Tour  in  Wales,  p.  2cjz. 

part 
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part  of  the  country,  by  which  the  poor  are  profitably 
employed. 

From  TVrexham  we  made  an  excurfion  to  Gresford, 
and  on  our  road  called  at  Aflon,  the  feat  of  Ellh 
Tonge,  Efq.  This  place  was  formerly  the  property 
of  the  Jefferies,  a  race  that,  after  running  from  i\ 
uncontaminated  frock,  had  the  difgrace  of  producing 
in  the  laft  century  George  jfefferies,  Chancellor  o: 
England,  a  man  of  firft  rate  abilities  in  his  p-rofef 
fion,  but  of  a  heart  fubfervient  to  the  worft  o: 
actions. 

Gresfsrd  lies  about  two  miles  farther-     The  churcl 
is  fituated  on  the  brow  of  a  lofty  eminence,  over; 
beautiful  little  valley,  whofe  end  opens  into  the  vaf 
expanfe  of  the  vale  royal  of  Chejhirey  and  exhibits   I 
view  of  uncommon  elegance. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  lofty  flope  that  impend  j 
over  the  plain,  and  affords  an  almoft  boundlefs  vie\  j 
to  the  north  and  north-eaft,  is  a  peninfulated  field 
called  the  Rafts-,  which  formed  y  in  old  times,,  a  Bri 
tljh  poft.  It  is  defended  by  three  ftrong  dikes  an 
foffes,  cut  acrofs  the  narrow  ifthmus  that  connecl 
it  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  parifh.  On  two  fide 
it  is  inacceflihle,  by  reafon  of  the  fteepnefs  of  th 
declivity ;  and  on  the  fouth,  which  fronts  Che/hire 
and  is  of  eafier  afcent,  had  been  protected  by  tw( 
or  three  other  ditches,  now  almoft  levelled  by  the 
plough.  In  one  corner  of  this  poft  is  a  vaft  explorator 
mount :  this  feems  to  have  been  an  important  ftation 
an  outguard  to  the  country  againft  invaders,  whicl 
made  an  artificial  elevation  quite  necefTary,  in  orde 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  an  enemy. 

We  could  not  omit  feeing  the  once  famous  Bangor 
which  Malmjbury  confounds  with  the  epifcopal  Bangor 
and  were  pleafed  to  fee  there  a  fine  ftone  bridge  ove 
the  Dee.  This  was  once  a  city,  and  the  monafter 
was  fo  famous,  that  in  the  time  of  the  Britijh  Kin^ 

*  il 
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it  was  faid  to  contain  2400  monks,  who  in  their  turns 
{viz,  roo  each  hour  of  the  24)  reading  prayers  and 
finging  pfalms  continually,  divine  fervice  was  per- 
formed day  and  night  without  intermimon.  But  now 
not  fo  much  as  the  ruins  are  to  be  feen  ;  and  as  all 
the  people  in  the  little  village.,  that  takes  place  of  it, 
fpoke  JVeljb,  we  could  find  nobody  that  could  give  us 
any  intelligence.  So  effectually  had  time  erafed  the 
very  foundations  of  the  place. 

This  is  faid  to  be  the  birth-place  of  Pelagius,  who 
from  hence  began  to  broach  his  heretical  opinions, 
which  afterwards  fo  terribly  overfpread  the  church. 
The  parifh  is  about  four  miles  in  length,  and  about 
the  fame  in  breadth.  The  face  of  the  country  is 
generally  level,  and  the  foil  in  fome  parts  a  deep 
clay,  and  in  others  dry  and  fandy.  They  produce 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas,  and  beans,  and  confider- 
able  quantities  of  cheefe  are  made  there.  Coal  and 
turf  are. the  chief  fuel,  and  the  latter  is  dug  up  in 
confiderable  quantities.  The  chief  commons  in  the 
parifh  are  the  Fenns,  and  Stimney-heath,  the  Rouree, 
and  Tollum  green.  The  principal  waters  are  Hanmer 
and  Llanbeddnith  Meres,  the  former  of  which  is  well 
flocked  with  eels,  pike,  pearch,  dace ;  and  the  coun- 
try affords  great  diverfion  to  the  inhabitants  in  hares 
and  partridges.  The  church  ftands  in  the  hundred 
of  Maytor,  and  the  diocefe  of  Chejfer,  and  is  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Chad,  Bifhop  of  Litchfield,  having  a 
clock  and  four  bells. 

Before  I  have  entirely  done  with  the  principality, 
give  me  leave  to  obferve  briefly  a  few  things  with  re- 
lation to  this  journey,  and  the  gentlemen  oi  Wales, 

Though  this  journey,  and  efpecially  over  fuch  mon- 
ftrous  hills  and  precipices,  as  thofe  in  Merioneth  and 
fome  other  fhires,  was  a  little  heavy  to  us,  yet  were  we 
well  fupported  through  it;  for  we  generally  found  their 
provifions  very  good  and  cheap,  and  pretty  good  ac- 
commodations in  the  inns. 

The 
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The  Weljh  gentlemen  are  hofpitable  ;  and  the  peo* 
pie  in  general  obliging  and  converfable,  efpecially  to 
flrangers.  When  we  let  them,  know  we  travelled 
merely  in  curiofity  to  view  the  country,  their  civility 
was  heightened  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  friendly  ;  and  they  were  willing  to  tell  us 
every  thing  that  belonged  to  their  country,  and  to  fhew 
us  all  that  we  defired  to  fee. 

They  value  themfelves  much  upon  their  ancient  he- 
roes, as  CaraEtacus^  Oiven  ap  Tudor ,  Prince  Lewellin  \  \ 
and  particularly  upon  the  antiquity  of  their  families; 
and  laugh  at  a  pedigree  that  cannot  be  traced  higher 
than  Wit Ham  I.  *    It  mull  be  owned,  that  the  gentle- : 
men  of  Wales  juftly  claim  a  very  ancient  defcent,  anc 
liave  preferved  their  families  entire  for  many  ages 
They  receive  you  well  into  their  houfes,  treat  yoi  I 
handfomely,  are  very  generous;  and,  indeed,  nothim  j 
is  wanting  within  door's;    and,  what  is  more,  the]! 
have  generally  very  good  eftates  to  fupport  their  hof- } 
pitality  ;  but  they  are  very  jealous  of  affronts,  anc 
foon   provoked   to  anger,    which    is    feldom  allayec  A 
without  fatisfatSlion ;  and  then  they  become  as  foor  j 
reconciled  again. 


*  This  foible  is  equally  prevalent  in  Germany.  It  is  not  uncommoi1 
to  hear  a  gentleman  there  confider  the  French  King  hardly  as  a  gentle  ; 
mWi,  in  point  of  anceftry, 
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LETTER        VII. 

Containing  a  defcription  of  part  of  Cheshire, 
-Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwick- 
shire, Northamptonshire,  Notting- 
hamshire, and  Leicestershire! 

f  Continued  at  Chejier  for  fome  time,  except  that  I 
\  made  two  or  three  excurfions  into,  the  neighbour- 
ig  country,  and  particularly  into  that  part  of  Shrop- 
rire  which  I  had  not  viewed  as  I  went ;   as  alfo  into 
le  north,  and  north-weft  parts  of  Ghejhire.     But  I 
lould  firft  acquaint  you,  that  Malpas,  through  which 
came  from  Wales,  is  fituate  on  an  high   hill,  and 
ras  formerly  ftrengthened  by  a  caftle,  which  is  now 
ruins.     The    church   is   a   irately  building,    and 
ands  on  the  molt  eminent  part  of  the  town  :  it  has 
,vo  reclors,   who  do  duty  alternately.     The  town 
onfifts  of  three  ftreets,  and  is  well  paved  5  has  a  good 
larket,  a  grammar-fchool,  and  an  hofpital. 
The  firft  trip  I  made,  was  into  the  Cejirtca  Cherfo- 
efuS)  as  I  think  we  may  properly  call  it :  it  is  bounded 
y  the  two  great  friths,  or  arms  of  the  fea,  the  one 
ailed  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  and  the  other  of  the  two 
ivers  Merfey  and  Weaver^  which  form  it  into  a  pe- 
infula.     It  is  about  16  miles  long,  6  or  7  over,  and 
as  not  one  market-town  in  it,  though  it  is  exceed- 
ig  rich  and  fertile  ;  occafioned  poffibly  by  the  neigh- 
ourhood  of  two  fuch  great  towns  as  Chejhr  and  Le- 
'erpool. 

Going  down  from  Chefter,  by  the  Rhoodee,  as  they 
all  it,  that  is,  the  marines  of  the  river  Dee,  and 
oafting  the  river  after  it  is  grown  broader  than  the 
larfhes,  the  firft  place  of  any  note  which  we  come 
0  is  Nejfon  j  from  hence  the  veiTels  go  away  to  High- 
lake, 
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lake,  where  they  ride  fafe  in  their  way,  as  the  fhip; 
from  London  lie  in  the  Downs,  till  the  wind  prefent: 
for  their  refpective  voyages. 

The  river  Dee,  after  a  courfe  of  between  50  an< 
60  miles,  falls  into  St.  George's  channel,  16  mile 
below  the  city  of  Chejler.  This  river  at  its  moutl 
is  16  miles  broad;  and  would  afford  Chejler  a  notei 
port,  if  it  was  not  for  the  bar  at  the  entrance,  whic.'i 
renders  it  difficult  :  Chejler,  however,  beyond  all 
doubt,  is  a  fine  old  city;  and  from  its  communica> 
tion  with  a  very  fertile  country  behind  it,  and  its  in  \ 
tercourfe  with  Ireland  and  Wales,  maintains  a  vert 
confiderable  trade;  which  is  lately  much  promoter 
by  a  new  navigable  cut ;  which,  however,  they  weik 
not  allowed  to  join  to  the  main  canal. 

Chejler  was  a  colony  of  the  Romans  ;  and  many  ar  I 
tiquities  have  been  found  in  it:  nay,  it  is  evident  froi  . 
the  infcription  of  feveral  altars  and  coins  found  il 
and  about  this  city,  that  the  LegioXX.  called  Vi\ 
trix,  was  here  quartered.  The  walls  are  the  on.1 
entire  fpecimen  of  ancient  fortification  now  in  Grett 
Britain  :  they  are  a  mile  and  three  quarters,  and  I 
hundred  and  one  yards  in  circumference,  affording  I 
delightful  walk  round,  and  laid  to  be  built  by  the  nobl 
Mercian  lady  Edeljleda,  in  the  year  908.  It  has  eigll 
churches,  {viz.  St.  John's,  built  above  1 1 00  years  final 
St.  Michael's,  St.  Bridget's,  St.  Olave's,  St.  Mar/t 
St.  Martin's,  Trinity,  and  St.  Peter's.  Alfo  a  pari  I 
church  in  the  fouth-crofs  of  the  cathedral,  viz.  Si 
Gfwald's,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  John,  in  the  blue-bo; I 
hofpital)  befides  the  cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  WeM 
burg,  which  is  a  pile  venerable  for  antiquity,  bffl 
ing  repaired  about  10  years  fince,  is  very  handfonttj 
and  neat.  There  are  fhadows  of  many  pictures  cH 
the  wall,  but  defaced.  At  the  weft-end,  in  nicheB 
are  fome  images  of  the  Earls  palatine  of  Chejlem 
The  adjoining  abbey  is  quite  ruined.  The  exchanirji 
is  a  neat  building,  fupported  by  columns  13  feet  h1g!|f 
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of  one  flone  each.  Over  it  is  the  city-hall,  a  well 
contrived  court  of  judicature.  The  caflle  was  for- 
merly the  palace,  where  the  Earls  affembled  their 
parliaments,  and  enacted  laws  independent  of  the 
Kings  of  England,  determining  all  caufes  themfelves. 
It  has  always  a  garrifon  kept  in  it.  The  piazzas, 
or  Rows,  as  they  call  them,  do  not,  in  my  opinion, 
add  any  thing  to  the  beauty  of  the  city  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  ferve  to  make  it  look  both  old  and  indif- 
ferent. Thefe  Rows  are  certain  long  galleries,  up 
one  pair  of  flairs,  which  run  along  the  fide  of  the 
frreets,  before  all  the  houfes,  though  joined  to  them  ; 
and,  as  is  pretended,  they  are  to  keep  the  people  dry 
in  walking  along.  This  they  do  indeed  effectually  ; 
but  then  they  take  away  all  the  view  of  the  houfes 
from  the  ftreet  ;  nor  can  a  itranger,  in  his  riding 
through  Chejler,  fee  any  (hops  in  the  city :  belides, 
they  make  the  fhops  themfelves  dark  \  and  the  way 
in  them  is  dark,  dirty,  and ^ uneven.  Chefter  fends 
two  members  to  parliament,  and  is  governed  by  a 
mayor,  recorder,  24  aldermen,  two  fherifFs,  40  com- 
mon-councilmen,  &c.  and  the  corporation  have 
power  of  life  and  death.  It  is  faid  now  to  contain 
20, coo  inhabitants,  who  are  polite  and  agreeable  : 
and  is  the  great  mart  of  North-Wales,  from  whence 
t  is  chiefly  fupplied  with  provifions  and  fervants. 
The  market  is  kept  on  Wednefday  and  Saturday.  Here 
are  alfo  three  fairs  ;  the  laft  Thurfday  in  February  for 
rattle  ;  July  5,  and  Ottober  10,  for  cattle,  cloth, 
hardware,  hops,  and  Manchejler  goods. 

The  beft  ornament  of  the  city  is,  that  the  ftreets 
ire  broad  and  good,  and  run  through  it  in  flrait  lines, 
:rofTing  in  the  middle  of  it,  as  at  Cbichefter.  From  the 
•vails  you  may  fee  the  circumjacent  country,  and 
particularly  on  the  fide  of  the  Rboodee,  which  is  a  fine 
arge  low  green,  on  the  bank  of  the  Dee,  where  the 
lqrfe  races  are  run,  which  in  winter  is  often  under 
tfater  by  the  inundations  of  the  river.     Beyond  the 

Vol.  II.  CL  Rboodee 
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Rhoodee  may  be  feen  from  the  walls  of  Chefter  the 
-county  of  Flinty  and  its  caftle,  with  fome  other 
caftles,  and  the  mountains  of  Wales. 

The  caftle  is  a  good  firm, building,  and  ftrong, 
though  not  fortified  with  many  outworks.  It  isfaid  this 
caftle  was  built,  or  at  leaft  repaired,  by  Hugh  Lupus, 
the  famous  Earl  of  Chefter,  nephew  to  William  I.  as 
was  alfo  the  church  ;  the  body  of  whom  was,  in  the 
year  1523  discovered,  as  is  fuppofed,  in  an  old  ruin-; 
ous  building,  called,  The  Chapter-houfe. 

It  was  firft  wrapped  in  leather,  and  then  inclofed  ini 
a  ftone  coffin.  The  fkull  and  all  the  bones  were; 
veryfrefh,  and  in  their  proper  pofition  ;  and,  what  is  \ 
more  remarkable,  the  firing  which  tied  the  ankles  to- j 
gether  was  whole  and  entire,  although  it  was  then  up- j 
wards  of  650  years  fince  the  interment.  The  caftle  i 
has  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  a  mafter-gun-J 
ner,  fto  re -keeper,  and  furbifher  of  fmall  arms.  There \ 
is  a  {lately  hall  adorned  with  pictures,  where  the 
palatine  courts  and  affizes  are  held.  There  are  alfc  I 
offices  for  records,  and  a  prifon  for  the  county. 

Chefter  is  but  a  modern  bifhoprick,  being  fo  madei 
in  the  year  1541,  when  King  Henry  VIII.  divided  111 
from  Litchfield.  They  tell  us,  that  King  Edgar,  whc 
conquered  all  this  part  of  Britain,  and  was  rowed  uj  y 
the  Dee,  in  his  royal  barge,  by  feven,  or,  as  fome  ; 
fay,  eight  Kings,  himfelf  fleering  the  helm,  foundec  ' 
the  great  church,  which  Lupus  finifhed  and  endowed.  I 

Here  is  a  noble  ftone  bridge  over  the  Dee,  very  higr 
and  ftrong  built ;  and  it  is  needful  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  foi 
the  Dee  is  a  moft  furious  ft  ream  at  fome  feafons,  anc 
brings  a  vaft  weight  of  Water  with  it  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Wales. 

Chefter  has  long  given  title  of  Earl  to  the  Prince: 
of  Wales. 

This  county,  though  fo  remote  from  London,  i: 
one  of  thofe  which  contributes  much  to  its  fupport, 
as  well  as  to  that  of  feveral  other  parts  of  England 
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fey  its  excellent  cheefe.  I  am  told,  from  very  good 
authority,  the  city  of  London  alone  takes  off  14,003 
tons  every  year  ;  befides  vaft  quantities  which  are 
fent  to  Briftol  and  Yorky  and  alfo  to  Scotland \  Ireland* 
and  the  Indies.  Great  quantities  of  this  fort  of  thick 
cheefe  are  made  in  fuch  parts  of  Sbropjbire,  Stafford* 
jkire,  and  Lancajbire,  as  border  upon  Chejhire. 

This  foil  is  extraordinarily  good,  and  the  grafs  has 
a  peculiar  richnefs  in  it,  which  difpofes  the  kine  to 
give  a  great  quantity  of  very  fweet  and  good  milk  ; 
this  raifes  the  value  of  the  lands. 

While  we  were  ftationed,  as  I  may  fay,  at  Che/ier, 
I  made  a  trip  to  feveral  places  round  it;  and  parti- 
cularly to  Eaton-hall,  the  fine  feat  of  Lord  Grofuenor^ 
and  the  fpacious  foreft  of  Delamere.  They  fay  here 
was  formerly  an  old  city,  now  called  the  Chamber  on 
the  For  eft,  probably  fome  fort  or  camp  to  fecure  the 
road.  From  hence  is  fo  fine  a  profpecl:  of  the  Wdjh 
mountains,  that  I  never  before  beheld  fuch  a  noble 
fcene  of  nature. 

There  was  lately  a  very  fair  profpecl:  of  adding  much 
to  the  trade  of  this  city  by  an  inland  navigation, 
which  was  begun  with  great  fpirit  a  few  years  ago. 
It  was  to  run  through  the  county  beneath  Brejlon 
caftle,  and  to  terminate  near  Middlewich.  Another 
branch  was  to  extend  to  Namptwich.  One  mouth 
opens  into  the  Dee,  below  the  water-tower.  A  fine 
bafon  is  formed,  into  which  the  boats  are  to  defcend, 
by  means  of  five  fucceflive  locks,  beneath  the  north- 
ern walls  of  the  city,  cut  in  the  live  rock.  A  few 
miles  of  this  defign  are  completed  ;  but,  by  an  un- 
happy miscalculation  of  expence,  and  by  unforefeen 
difficulties  arifing  in  the  execution,  fuch  enormous 
charges  were  incurred,  as  to  put  a  flop  for  the  pre- 
fentto  all  proceedings.  The  other  branch,  which 
was  to  extend  towards  Middleiuich,  was  to  end  with- 
in a  limited  difrance  from  the  great  canal  between  the 
Trent  and  the  Merfey.  navigation.  The  great  objects 
Q.  2  were 
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were  the  fait  and  cheefe  trade,  and  coal  for  the  fupply 
of  the  interior  parts  of  Che/hire,  from  the  van:  col- 
lieries in  Stafford/hire.  A  fliare  alfo  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  hard-ware,  earthen-ware,  and  all  the  inter-* 
nal  part  of  the  kingdom  within  its  reach,  might  have 
been  reafonably  expected. 

The  idea  of  a  canal  along  the  dead  flat  between 
Chejier  and  Ince  has  been  long  fince  conceived,  by 
perfons  very  converfant  in  the  nature  of  the  trade  of 
this  city.  One  mouth  might  have  opened  into  the 
river  Dee,  in  the  place  of  the  prefent ;  another  near 
Ince,  which  would  create  a  ready  intercourfe  with 
Leverpool,  the  Weaver,  and  the  falt-works,  and  great 
dairies  on  that  river ;  with  Warrington,  and  with  the 
flourifhing  town  of  Manchester,  and  a  numerous  fet 
of  places  within  reach  of  the  Merfey,  and  of  the 
canal  belonging  to  that  ufeful  peer,  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewater,  to  which  the  greateft  of  our  inland  na- 
vigations is  connected.  This  little  cut  the  city 
might,  and  ftill  may,  enjoy  unenvied,  unrivalled; 
and  what  is  a  material  coniideration,  the  diitance  is 
trifling*,  the  expences  fmall,  and  the  profits  to  the 
undertakers  great. 

Frodjham  was  formerly  noted  for  its  caftle,  the  feat 
of  the  family  of  the  Savages,  which  however  is  but 
a  mean  market- town,  confifting  of  one  long  ftreet. 
The  church  ftands  on  a  lofty  hill,  called  Frodjhayn-* 
Hill,  the  higheft  in  the  county.  Here  is  a  ftone 
bridge  over  the  Weaver.  Near  this  place  is  alfo  the 
famous  feat  of  Rock-Savage,  built  on  the  afcent  of  an 
hill  belonging  to  the  fame  family,  whereof  the  laft 
was  the  late  Earl  Rivers. 

From  Chejier  we  kept  dire&ly  on  eaft  to  Middle- 
wich,  a  market-town,  governed  by  a  mayor,  &V. 
with  a  fpacious  church,  but  chiefly  noted  for  making 
fait,    where  are  two  excellent   brine-feeths.     Near 

■ 

*  Only  fcven  miles,  according  to  Burdefs  map, 

this 
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this  town  is  Bt ifiock ;  the  feat  of  Edward  Tomkinfony 

Efq; 

There  is  a  college  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church, 
founded  by  Thomas  Savage,  archbifhop  of  York  :  Alfo 
an  oratory  founded  by  the  Leighs  of  Lime,  and  a  free- 
fchoolr 

We  followed  the  Weaver  directly  north  to  North- 
wich,  alfo  famous  for  brine-fprings,  and  where  I  faw 
the  manner  of  making  fait,  The  brine-pit,  or  fait- 
fpring,  is  near  to  the  bank  of  the  river ;  thence  they 
pump  up  the  water,  which  is  by  troughs  conveyed 
into  the  pans,  where  it  is  evaporated  by  boiling. 
The  fait,  after  its  chryflallizing,  falls  to  the  bottom, 
and  they  take  it  out  by  wooden  feummers,  and  put  it 
in  frails,  or  wicker-bafkets,  of  a  conic  form,  and  fet 
It  in  a  warm  room  behind  the  furnace,  to  drain  and 
dry.  The  fait  is  very  white.  I  did  not  enquire, 
whether  they  made  ufe  of  ox's  blood,  as  they  do  who 
make  fait  of  fea- water.  The  duty  it  brings  is  very 
confiderable. 

Within  thefe  70  years,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town,  they  difcovered  a  great  many  mines  of  rock- 
falt,  which  they  continually  dig  up,  and  fend  in 
-great  lumps  to  the  maritime  ports,  where  it  is  dif- 
folved  by  fea-water,  and  made  into  eating  fait.  We 
were  let  down  by  a  bucket  15c  feet  deep  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fait- quarry,  a  moft  pleafant  fubterraneous 
profpec~t,  looking  like  a  cathedral  fupported  by  rows 
of  pillars,  its  roof  of  cryftal,  all  of  the  fame  rock, 
tranfparent  and  glittering  from  the  numerous  candles 
of  the  workmen,  labouring  with  their  fteel  pick-axes 
in  digging  it  away.  This  rock-work  extends  to  fe- 
veral  acres. 

At  Lawton  they  bore  60  yards  deep  for  the  falt- 
fpring  ;  at  HaJJal  47  ;  at  Wheelock  18;  about  Middle- 
wich  leis  j  at  Northwich  it  rifes  to  open  day;  which 
feems  to  intimate,  that  the  falt-fpring  runs  between 
layers  of  the  earth  in   an  horizontal  line.     Upon 

0. 3  boring, 
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boring,  it  rifes  with  great  impetuofity,  fo  that  the 
workmen  have  fcarce  time  to  get  out  of  the  wells. 
This  is  all  along  the  fide  of  a  brook  that  comes  from 
a  remarkable  hill  called  Mawcop,  upon  the  edge  of 
Staffordshire ;  fo  that  the  ground  rifes  above  the  true 
level  in  the  mentioned  proportion.  Upon  the  Che- 
fhire  fide  of  this  hill,  or  mountain,  ftands  the  elegant 
feat  of  Richard  Wilbraham  Booth,  Efq;  now  called 
Rhode- Ha 11 ;  and  about  two  miles  eaft ward,  ftands 
Lawton-Hall,  which  is  a  fine  houfe  belonging  to  Ro- 
bert Lawton,  Efq; 

Near  this  place  is  Overton,  a  good  eftate,  once  the 
property  of  Thomas  Lowndes,  Efq;  to  whom  the  go- 
vernment gave  7000 /.for  his  improvement  of  the 
brine-falt  of  this  kingdom.  At  his  death,  he  left  this 
eftate  to  fupport  the  profeflbrfhip  of  aftronomy  at 
Cambridge, 

Near  Lawton  are  Thurlwood  falt-works,  the  pro- 
perty of  Edward  Salmon  and  William  Pendlington, 
JEfqrs,  who  married  the  co-heireffes  of  Richard 
Lowndes,  Efq;  Here  the  fait- rock  is  of  unknown 
depth,  and  rifes  within  60  yards  of  the  furface  n>$ 
the  earth.  This  falt-work  fupplies  the  factories  of 
Burjlam^  Cobridge,  and  the  adjacent  counties  ;  and, 
by  the  inland  navigation,  bids  fair  to  fupply  with 
rock  the  different  fait  manufactories  of  Europe. 

Northwich  has  a  good  church,  with  a  fine  roof, 
and  femicircular  choir  ;  and  alfo  a  charity-fchool» 
for  the  education  of  boys. 

From  Northwich  we  travelled  north -eaft,  and  came 
to  Knutsford,  a  good  town.  It  has  a  market  and  a 
feflions-houfe,  with  a  handfome  church  ;  and  a  filk- 
mill,  buiit  in  imitation  of  thofe  at  Stockport.  Shag 
velvets  are  manufactured  here,  as  is  the  beft  fowing 
thread. 

We  next  came  to  Altringham,  a  market-town,  go- 
verned by  a  mayor,  of  ancient  institution.  Its  church 
is  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  near  it  is  the  noble  feat 

called 
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nailed  Dunham  Majfey,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  in  whofe  park  are  many  itately  trees,  in 
which  herons  yearly  build  their  nefts.  Having  viewed 
this  fine  eftate,  on  which  are  about  iqo,oco  timber 
trees,  we  rode  to  Cheadle,  where  is  a  rectory  of  about 
500/.  a  year.  Having  here  feen  the  water-engine  for 
fpinning  cotton,  we  arrived  2it  Stockport,  which  is 
fituate  on  the  river  Mcrfey,  and  is  a  very  large  and  ■ 
jhandfome  town,  occupying  three  hills,  and  the  fame 
number  of  valleys,  which  are  fo  ferpentine  as  to  form 
many  pleafing  profpects  of  churches,  pieces  of  water, 
mc.  "with  the  large  filk-mills,  belonging  to  the  chief 
tiadefmen.of  the  place.  Stockport  is.  inhabited  by  a 
great  number  of  gentry,  and  well  filled  with  ware- 
houfemen,- who  carry  on  the  check,  mohair  button* 
and  hat  manufactories.  It  is  here  the  raw  filk  is 
chiefly  thrown  and  prepared  for  the  Spitalfields  wea- 
vers, by  fix  engines,  the  buildings  of  which  are  of  a 
a  prodigious  bulk,  one  of  them  containing  above 
45,000  movements,  which  fill  the  fpacious  rooms  up 
to  the  fifth  ftory,  and  are  all  put  in  motion  by  one 
wheel,  which  goes  by  water.  The  Bridgwater  na- 
vigation begins  here. 

The  old  church  is  a  venerable  pile,  built  of  red 
rock,  and  within  much  beautified  by  fome  monu- 
ments of  a  rich  and  worthy  family  of  the  name  of 
Wright,  The  rectory  is  a  noble  edifice,  to  which 
are  annexed  tythes  and  glebe-land  worth  1500/.  per 
annum ;  the  prefentation  of  which  is  in  the  gift  of 
Sir  George  Warren,  K.  B.  a  defcendant  of  the  Earls 
of  Surry,  The  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  John 
Wat/on,  M.  A.  and  F.  A.  S.  Here  is  likewife  a  neat 
free  grammar-fchool,  and  a  large  market  on  Fridays* 
remarkable  for  the  vaft  quantities  of  cheefe  from 
hence  bought  up  for  exportation.  The  annual  fairs 
are  on  the  4th  and  25th  of  March,  the  ift  of  May, 
the  23d  and  24th  days  of  Otfober,  new  ftyle,  In  the 
Q  4  market- 
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market-place  ftands  a  conduit,  from  whence,  by 
means  of  leaden  pipes,  the  houfes  are  fupplied  with 
water,  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  London, 

At  this  place  poverty  is  not  much  felt,  except  by 
thofe  who  are  idle ;  for  all  perfons  capable  of  tying 
knots  may  find  work  in  the  filk-mills,  which  em- 
ploy near  2000  perfons,  and  where  children  of  fix 
years  old  are  taught  to  earn  one  milling  per  week, 
and  receive  more,  as  they  grow  capable  of  deferv- 
Jng  it. 

Within  the  parifh  of  Stockport  is  another  parifh, 
called  St.  Peter's,  in  which  is  a  new  church  and  par- 
fonage-houfe,  built  and  endowed  by  the  late  William 
Wright,   Efq;    and  now  in  the  pofFeffion  of  Henry  \ 
Offley  Wright,   Efq;   who  is   patron  thereof.      The  n 
prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bent  ham,  M.  A.  I 

In  1745,  the  bridge  over  the  river  Merfey  was 
blown  up,  to  delay  the  progrefs  of  the  rebels ;  fo  1 
that  the  King's  forces,  in  purfuit  of  them,  were  J 
obliged  to  ford  it  up  to  their  middles  j  and  the  fol-  j 
diers  wives  did  the  fame.  The  bridge  was  rebuilt  in  i 
in  1746. 

From  this  town  we  proceeded  fouthwards,  and  af- 
ter riding  two  miles,  came  to  Bullocks  Smithey,  a  long 
village,  filled  with  induftrious  inhabitants,  who  are 
employed  in  various  manufactures  ;  and  among  them  s 
one  for  fpinning  cotton,  in  which  a  fingle  workman   \ 
can  manage  fixty  fpindles  at  once.     We  next  pafled   . 
Pointon  Park,    the  moft  elegant  feat   of  Sir  George 
Warren^  and  came  by  Adlington-Hall,  the  refidence    j 
of.  Charles  Legh,   Efq;    whofe  eftate  extends  about 
three  miles,  and  has  its  ring-fence  planted  with  firs. 
We  made  an  excurfion  to  Mottram  Saint  Andrew,  I 
whofe    fertile    paftures    produce    remarkable    good 
cheefe  ;  and  on  the  higher  ground  ftands  the  fuperb 
and  elegant  feat  of  Henry  Offley  Wright,  Efq;     We 
flopped   at  Prejlbury,    which  is   a  rich  village,    the 
large  tythes  belonging  to  Mr.  Legh.     In  this  parifh 

itands 
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Hands  the  town  of  Macclesfield,  fituate  in  the  foreft 
of  the  fame'narae,  a  place  of  great  antiquity.  It  is 
under  the  government  of  a  mayor,  and  enjoys  many 
particular  privileges  by  virtue  of  the  court  and  liber- 
ties of  the  foreft.  The  old  church  has  a  college  ad- 
joining to  it,  in  which  are  buried  many  of  the  family 
of  the  Earl  Rivers.  Several  extenfive  pofleflions  are 
in  this  neighbourhood  belonging  to  Earl  Cholmondeley. 
Here  is  alio  a  good  free-fchool,  with  many  mills  for 
throwing  filk  and  manufacturing  cotton,  and  alfo  a 
confiderable  manufacture  of  mohair  buttons.  Near 
this  town  ftand  fmelting-houfes  for  melting  copper 
ore,  in  the  manner  of  triofe  at  Warrington',  and  at  a 
few  miles  diftance  Jlderley-Hall,  the  feat  of  Sir  John 
Stanley  ,  Henbury,  the  fine  houfe  of  Sir  William  Me- 
redith ;  Langley-Hall,  the  refidence  of  William  Cowes* 
Efq;  and  the  upper  and  lower  Beach,  occupied  by 
William  Brook/bank  and  John  Parker  Mojley,  Efqrs. 

From  hence  we  turned  about,  and  came  fouth-weft 
to  Congleton,  near  the  borders  of  Stafford/hire,  where 
is  a  filk-mill  in  the  manner  of  thofe  at  Stockport,  being 
fix  ftories  high,  and  having  150  large  windows  on 
one  fide  of  it.  Near  this  place  are  fome  mills  for 
working  copper  wire,  which  bring  great  profit  to  the 
proprietors.  The  middle  of  this  town  is  watered  by 
the  little  brook  Hcwly  ,  the  eaft  fide  by  the  Daning 
Schow  'y  and  the  north  by  the  Dan.  It  carries  on  a 
confiderable  trade,  partly  in  gloves  and  mohair  but- 
tons ;  and  though  it  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  fix 
aldermen,  yet  it  has  only  one  chapel  in  it,  and  that 
entirely  of  wood,  excepting  the  choir,  and  a  little 
tower.     It  has  a  very  plentiful  market. 

After  patting  the  Bollen,  we  fee  on  every  fide  in 
the  large  foreft  of  Macclesfield  the  pits  where  they  dig 
turf  in  fquares,  like  bricks  ;  and  in  thefe  pits  nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  fee  fir-trees  buried  from  10 
to  20  feet  deep,  which  the  men- who  work  here,  dig 
up,  for  various  ufes. 

Q,  5  I  proceeded 
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1  proceeded  to  the  market- town  of  Sandbach,  which 
is  fituated  on  a  branch  of  the  Weaver,  It  has  a  good 
church,  and  in  the  market-place  ftand  two  crofles  of 
ftone,  with  the  hiftory  of  ChriJFs  paflion  engraven 
on  them. 

Hence  we  rode  to  view  the  noble  houfe,  long  in 
the  pofTeflion  of  the  family  of  Care w;  it  is  elegantly 
ornamented  with  various  and  extenfive  plantations. 
We  then  pafTed  on  to  Boftock- Houfe ■,  remarkable  for 
Its  moat,  and  being  long  the  refidence  of  the 
Lowndes's,  Adjoining  to  it  is  HaJJal-Hall,  the  plea- 
fing  habitation  of  Edward  Salmon,  Efq;  Wexon- 
tinued  our  journey  about  five  miles  further,  and 
came  to  Namptwich,  a  large  town.  The  church  is 
a  noble  edifice  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  with  the 
fteeple  riflng  from  the  middle ;  but  the  maintenance 
of  the  minifter  is  fmall.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a 
good  trade  in  woollen  hofe,  fhoes,  and  gloves.  At 
the  end  of  the  town  ftand  the  ancient  feat  and  gar- 
dens of  Roger  Wilbraham,  Efq;  and  at  Dartford,, 
which  is  a  mile  diftant,  is  another  fine  old  building,, 
having  a  hall  which  fhews  original  grandeur,  and 
now  belongs  to  James  Tomkinfon,  Efq;  It  has  two 
charity-fchools,  one  for  40  boys,  and  another  for; 
30  girls,  and  a  great  weekly  fair  for  corn  and 
cattJe. 

I  cannot  leave  this  neighbourhood,  without  men- 
tioning Brereton-Hall,  an  ancient  firucture,  in  the 
Gat  hie  tafte,  and  the  refidence  of  Charles  Holt,  Efq; 
proprietor  of  Bag-Mere,  a  large  piece  of  water,  fa- 
mous for  the  largenefs  of  the  pike  and  pearch  caught 
in  it. 

Thus  having  made  my  circuit  round  the  county, 
I  fhall  go  from  hence  fouth  to  Whitchurch  in  Sbrop— 
jb'tre.  But  I  muft  firft  note  three  things  of  Che/hire  I 
I.  That  there  is  no  part  of  England  where  there  are 
fcmany  grand  feat*  of  gentlemen  who  are  of  an- 
cient 
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cient  extraction.     2.  That  it  is  a  county  Palatine  *, 
and  has  been  fo  for  many  ages  >  and  its  government 
is  diitincl:  from  any  other,  and  very  particular  ;  it  is 
adminiftered  by  a  chamberlain,  a  judge  fpecial,  who 
is   called    Chief  Juftice  of  Chefler,  a  puifny  judge, 
three  ferjeants  at  law,  a  fheriff,  an  efcheator,  and 
all  proper  and  ufual  fubordinate  officers  ;  and  the ju- 
rifdicStion  of  all  thefe  offices  is  kept  up  and  preferved  '. 
very  frri£tly.     3.  That  there  are  many  lakes  in  the 
county ;  amongft.  the  moft  diftinguifhed  are,  Comber- 
meer,  Rojlern-meer,  Mere-meer^   and  Marbury-meer. 
A  river,  or  at  leaft  a  rivulet,  runs  out  of  each  of 
them  ;  they  are  plentifully  ftored  with  excellent  nfli^  , 
and  their  banks  fupply  the  richeft  pafture.  1  Upon 
the  whole,  I  cannot  help  thinking  with  the  late  Mr.  , 
Juftice  White,  that  this  county  deferves  the  title  of 
The  Garden  of  England,  on  account  of  the  number 
of  rivers  and  rivulets,  the  quantities  of  coal,  fait,  . 
flag  clay  for  making  bricks,  with  iron  and  marble  ;  , 
and  which  contribute^  to  make  this  county,  whofe 
fertile  foil  likewife  produces  rich  grafs.and  plenty  of  i 
timber,  truly  delightful. 

The  firft  town  we  came  to  in  Shropjhire,  called 
Whitchurch,  ..is  pleafant,  large,  and  populous,  and 
has  a  very  good  church,  in  which  is  the  monu- 
ment of  the  great  John  Talbot,  firft  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury, who  was  called  in  his  time  the  Englijh  Achil» 
lEs,  and  who  was  fo  renowned  in  the  wars  in  France^ 
that  no  man  in  that  kingdom  dared  to  encounter  him 
fuigle  handed. 

Whitchurch  has  a  good  market,  and  a  great  many 
gentry  near  it,  whereof  fome  are  Roman  Catholics, 
They  tell  us,  that  this  town,  when  King  Charles  I. 

*  It  once  paid  no  taxes,  as  not  being  reprefented  j  but  it  had  its  own 

parliament,  and  aflefied  iifdf, 

Q.6  removed 
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removed  his  ftandard  from  Nottingham  to  Shrewjburyy 

raifed  a  whole  regiment  for  his  fervice. 

From  hence  we  turned  fouth,  and  paffing  by  Wem, 
the  title  given  by  King  James  II.  to  his  wicked  lord 
chancellor  Jefferies  *,  thence  we  came  to  Ellefinere^ 
which  gives  title  of  Baron  to  the  Duke  of  Bridg- 
water. 

The  country,  for  the  greater!:  part  of  the  way  to 
Ellefinere,  is  flat,  dirty,  and  unpleafing.     On  the  ap- 
proach to  the  town  it  becomes  more  agreeable,  and  I 
about  it  breaks  into  moft  beautiful  rifings,  fertile,  and 
finely  wooded.     The  bottoms  are  indeed  deftitute  of  I 
rivers,  but  frequently  filled  with  little  lakes,  called  I 
htre  Meres,  elegantly  bordered  by  the  cultivated  hills.   I 
It  is  fmgular,  that  none  of  them  are  the  parents  of 
ftreams  ^  their  increafe  from  rain  and   fprings,  and  i 
their  lofs  by  exhalations,  keep  fuch  equal  pace. 

Elk/mere  is  a  town  fituated  on  a  lake  of  101  acres  I 
in  dimenfions,  and  whofe  greateft  depth  is  26  yards,  i 
It  is  well  flocked  with  fifh.  The  environs  have  two 
advantages  fuperior  to  other  lakes  :  a  good  town  bor- 
ders on  one  fide  ;  the  fine  park  of  Ockle,  or  Ottley,  is  a 
great  ornament  to  another.  This  is  the  ancient  feat 
of  the  Kynaftons.  The  houfe  appears  to  be  very  old, 
and  {lands  low ;  but  the  park  is  a  very  fine  one, 
having  the  greateft  quantity  of  the  fineft  elm-trees 
perhaps  to  be  feen  in  any  part  of  England*  Ellefinere 
water  is  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater. 

The  town  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  water,  which  was  called  Aelfmere,  or  the 
greateft  mere^  being  the  chief  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
ty. The  place  has  little  to  boaft  of,  except  its  fitua- 
tion.  The  principal  trade  is  that  of  malt,  the  barley 
of  the  neighbourhood  being  remarkably  good. 

From  Ellefinere  we  continued  our  journey  to  Of- 
weftry.     From  an  eminence,  called  the  Pertby,  we 

*  Stiled  alfo  Flint*    See  Granger's  Bicg.  Hijtt 

had 
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had  a  moft  extenfive  view  of  the  flat  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, bounded  by  the  hills  of  Denbigh/hire,  Montgome- 
ryjhire,  and  Sbropfbire.  Amidft  them  appear  the  vaft 
gaps,  through  which  the  Severn  and  the  Dee  rufh  up- 
on the  plains  out  of  their  confinement.  This  tra& 
is  intermixed  with  woods,  fertile  lands,  and  moors 
of  great  extent. 

After  a  ride  of  two  or  three  miles   along  the  fiat, 
we  reached  Halfton,  the   feat  of  John  Myton,  Efq; 
The  houfe  is  fituated  on  an  elevated  plot  of  ground, 
which   rifes  out  of  an  extenfive  fiat,  great  part  of 
which  was  fubjecl:  to  frequent  floods  :    an  inconve- 
nience which  has  fince  been  removed  by  the  prefent 
owner,  at  the  expence  of  much  trouble  and  money, 
in  draining  confiderable  traces  of  low  ground,  where- 
by the  neighbourhood  is  rendered  more  healthy  and 
pleafant.     This  flat,  being  well  dotted  with  trees, 
forefhortens  the   profpedt,  till  it  is  bounded  by  the 
magnificent  fcenery  of  the  furrounding  hills,  which 
diitinc~tly    form,    in   various  fhapes,    many  pleafing 
points  of  view.     A  very  extenfive  wood  flanks  each 
fide  of  the  houfe,  which  is  bounded  by  a  fine  piece 
o(  water,  made  by  extending  the  banks  of  the  river 
Perry,  and  by  conveying  a  branch  of  it  through  the 
lower    part  of  the  wood,    inclofing  feveral    Iflands, 
whofe  mores  are  fhaded  with  very  large  full-grown 
oaks,  which  all  together  form  one  of  the  moft  plea- 
fing artificial  pieces  of  water  that  is  to  be  met  with. 
The  reft  of  the  grounds  are  watered  by  the  river 
Perry.     This  ftream  ufed  to  abound  with  excellent 
pike,    trout,   dace,    gudgeons,    cray-fifh,    and   eels, 
till  modern  luxury  gave  an   additional  fpur  to   the 
dexterity  of  poachers.     The  Perry  rifes  in  the  hills, 
in  the  parifh  of  Syllatyn,  and  pafles  through  feveral 
moors  to  the  village  of  Ryton,  and  afterwards  falls 
into  the  Severn,  a  little  below  Montford  Bridge. 

At   a  mile's  diftance  from   Hal/ion,    we  reached 
Whittington>  a  village  feated  in  the  parifh  of  the  fame 

name* 


gjjir  S  ETR  G  P  S  H  I  R  E. 

name.  Here  is  acaflle  flanding  on  a  flat ;  the  gate*- 
way,  and  the  ruins  of  two  vaft  towers,  with  cruci^- 
form  flips  by  way  of:  windows,  Hill  remain  ;  and 
the  bare  vefliges  of  two  others  may  flill  be  traced. 
It  had  been  furrounded  by  a  moat,  and  feveral  vaft 
ditches,  which  comprehended  feveral  other  works. 

The  church  is  a  fmall  building,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  originally  defigned  as  the  chapel  to  the  caftle, 
and  made  out  of  the  refufe  materials  of  that  fortrefs 
by  its  founder.. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  foon  reached  Ofwejiry, 
a  considerable  town,  about  two  miles  diflant  from 
Wbittingtonr  a  place  celebrated  in  Saxon  hiftory  and 
legendary  piety.  On  this  fpot,  Augujl  5,  642,  was 
fought  the  battle  between  the  Chriflian  Ofwald,  King 
of  the  Northumbrians ,  and  the  pagan  Penda,  King  of 
the  Mercians^  in  which  Ofwald  was  defeated,  and  loft 
his  life.  The  barbarian  vidlor  cut  the  body  of  the 
flain  prince  into  pieces,  and  fluck  them  on  flakes  dif- 
perfed  over  the  field,  as  (o  many  trophies  ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  others,  his  head  and  hands  only  were  thus 
expofed. 

A  prince  fo  dear  to  the  church  as  Ofwald,  and  fo  : 
attached  to  the  profefTors  of  the  monaflic  life,  receiv-  1 
ed  every  poflhumous  honour  they  could  beftow.     He  1 
was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  faint,  and  his  fan&ity.j 
confirmed   by   numberlefs   miracles.      His  reliques, 
which  were  afterwards  removed,  were  efficacious  in 
all   diforders  incident  to  man  or  beafl.     The  very 
fpot  on  which  his  pious  corpfe  had  laid,  imparted  its 
virtue  by  the  mere  contact  :  The  horfe  of  a  traveller, 
wearied  by  excefs  of  labour,  flopped  here,  lay  down, 
and,  rolling  about  in  agony,  luckily  tumbled  on  the 
place  where  Ofwald  fell.     No  fooner  had  he  touched 
the  ground,  than  he  fprung  up  in  full  vigour.     His 
mafler,  a  man  of  great  fagacity  !  marked  the  fpot, 
mounted  his  nag,  and  foon  reached   his  inn,  where 
he,  found  a  young  woman  ill  of  the  palfy*     He  told 

the  . 


SHROPSHIR  E.  3SI, 

the  adventure  of  his  horfe,  perfuaded  her  friends  to 
try  the  fame  remedy,  caufed  her  to  be  carried  thither^., 
when  fhe  inftantly  found  the  fame  benefit ■*. . 

The  prefent  church  is  of  no  great  antiquity  ;  it  is 
fpacious,    and  has  a  handfome  plain  tower..    The 
town  was  fortified  with  a  wall  and  four  gates.     That 
called  the  Black-gate  is  demolifhed ;    the.  New-gate*,. 
Willow-gate,  and  the  Beatrice-gate*  ftill  remain.    The 
laft  is  a  handfome  building,  with  a  guard-room  on* 
both  fides- 
There  are  only  two  fragments  of  the  caftle  re- 
maining,   It  flood  on  an  artificial  mount,  furrounded 
by  a  fofiev  extending  to  the  Beatrice-gate  on  one  fide«,, 
and  on  the  other  to  the  Willow-gate. 

From  hence  we  proceeded  to  Shrew/bury,  which  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  buik  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Uriconium,  In  the  reign  of  William  I.  Roger: 
Earl  of  Montgomery  built  a  caftle  here,  on  the  north, 
fide,  and  a  ftately  abbey,  called  St.  Giles's,  or  The 
Holy  Crofs,  at  the  eaft  end  (of  great  note  for  being. 
the  repofitory  of  St.  Wenefrede's  body),  fome  ruins  of 
which  are  ftill  to  be  (een.  Shrew/bury  is  a  beautiful, 
krge,  pleafant,  populous,  and  rich  town  ;  full  of 
gentry,  and  of  trade  too;  for  here  is  a  great  manu- 
facture, as  well  of  flannel,  as  of  white  broad-cloth,, 
which  enriches  all  the  country  round  it. 

The  Sever?t  nearly  furrounds  this  town,  in  the 
form  of  an  horfe-ihoe.  Over  it  are  two  fine  ftone 
bridges,  upon  one  of  which  is  built  a  very  noble 
gate,  and  over  the  arch  of  the  gate,  the  ftatue  of  the 
great  Llewellin*  the  idol  of  the  Weljh*  and  their  laft 
prince  of  Wales  ;  this  being  the  place  where  the  an- 
cient princes  of  Powis-land*  or  North-Wales*  kept 
their  refidence. 

Over  the  market-houfe  is  kept  a  kind  of  hall  for 
the  manufactures,  which  are  fold  here  weekly  in  very 

*  Bede  Hi/},  Ecclef.  lib,  iii,  c,  9,  (tfc,  are  ali  replete  with  tales  of  this  . 
kind, 

great. 
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great  quantities  :  They  fpeak  all  Englifi  in  the  town, 

but  on  a  market-day  you  would  think  you  were  in 

Wales. 

Here  is  the  largeft  market,  the  greater!  plenty  of 
good  provifions,  and  the  cheaper!,  that  is  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  weftern  part  of  England.  The  Severn 
fupplies  them  here  with  excellent  falmon  ;  but  it  is 
alfo  brought  in  great  plenty  from  the  Dee,  which  is 
not  far  off,  and  abounds  with  a  good  kind,  and  ge- 
nerally larger,  than  in  the  Severn }  but  much  krV 
efteemed. 

The  market-days  are  Wednefday,  Friday,  and  Sa- 
turday ;  befides  a  great  market  on  Thurfdays,  folely 
for  the  traffic  of  Weljh  cloth,  carried  on  by  the  com- 
pany of  drapers  of  this  town  ;  and  feven  annual  fairs : 
Saturday  after  March  15  ;  Wednefday  after  Eajler 
week  ;  and  Wednefday  before  Whit- Sunday,  for  cattle, 
cheefe,  and  cloth;  July  3,  and  Aug.  12,  for  cattle, 
cheefe,  cloth,  and  lamb's  wool  \  Off.  2,  and  Dec. 
12,  for  cattle,  butter,  cheefe,  and  linen. 

Near  this  place  was  fought  the  bloody  battle  be- 
tween Henry  Hotfpur  and  Henry  IV.  King  of  Eng- 
land, in  which  the  former  was  killed,  and'  all  his 
army  overthrown.  The  place  is  called  Battle- Field 
to  this  day. 

Here  are  five  churches,  befides  meeting-houfes  ; 
two  of  them  with  lofty  fpires.  St.  Chad's  and  St. 
Mary's  are  faid  to  have  been  anciently  collegiate. 
There  are  abundance  of  antique  monuments  in  them 
all. 

All  the  parifhes,  except  St.  Mary's,  which  is  a 
royal  peculiar,  are  in  the  diocefe  of  Litchfield  and  Co- 
ventry, The  town  was  incorporated  by  King  Charles  I. 
and  the  government  of  it  is  placed  in  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, fteward,  24  aldermen,  and  48  common- 
councilmen  ;  and  it  returns  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment. 

King  Charles  II.  would  have  made  Shrew/bury  a 

city, 
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city,  but  they  chofe  rather  to  remain  a  corporation, 
as  they  are,  valuing  themfelves  upon  this  town  be- 
ing, as  they  faid,  the  firft  in  England ;  for  which 
they  were  called  the  proud  Salopians. 

This  town  will  for  ever  be  diftingurfhed  for  the 
reception  it  gave  to  King  Charles  I.  who,  after  fet- 
ting  up  his  ftandard  at  Nottingham,, and  rinding  -no- 
encouragement  there,  removed  to  Shrew/bury,  being 
invited  by  the  gentry  of  the  town  and  country  round  j 
where  he  was  received  with  fuch  a  general  affection, 
and  hearty  zeal,  that  his  Majefty  recovered  himfelf 
from  the  difcouragement  of  his  firft  ftep  at  Nettings 
ham,  and  raifed  and  completed  a  ftrong  army  in  lefs 
time  than  could  be  imagined  $  infomuch  that,  to  the 
furprize  of  the  parliament,  and  indeed  of  all  the 
world,  he  was  in  the  field  before  them,  and  advanced 
upon  them  fo  fait,  that  he  met  them  two- thirds  on 
his  way  to  London,  and  gave  them  battle  at  Edgebill^ 
near  Banbury* 

But  the  fate  of  the  war  turning  afterwards  againft 
the  king,  the  weight  of  it  fell  heavy  upon  this  town, 
and  almoft  ruined  it. 

Indeed  they  are  now  fully  recovered,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  moft  flourifhing  towns  in  England*  The  walls 
and  gates  are  yet  ftanding,  but  ufelefs  ;  and  the  old 
caftle  is  gone  to  ruin,  as  is  the  cafe  of  almoft  all  the 
old  caftles  in  England. 

Here  is  aifo  an  handfome  county-infirmary.  The- 
public  walk  called  the  Quarry,  is  efteemed  the  moft 
beautiful  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom.  No  town  in 
England,  perhaps,  except  the  larger  cities,  can  pro- 
duce fo  many  genteel  refident  families  as  this  ;  and 
fuch  as  are  fond  of  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
polite  life,  and  cannot  afford  them  in  the  metropo- 
lis, may  find  a  very  good  imitation  and  epitome  of 
them  in  the  town  of  Shrew/bury. 

Here  is  a  good  free-fchool,  the  moft  confiderable  in 
this  part  of  England,  founded  by  King  Edward  VI. 

and 
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and  endowed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  a  very  fuffi- 
cient  maintenance  for  a  chief  or  head-mafter,  and 
three  under-.mafters  or  ufhers.  The  buildings,  which 
are  of  {tone,  are  very  fpacious,  particularly  the  li- 
brary, which  has  a  great  many  books  in  it.  The 
fchool-maflers  have  alfo  very  handfome  houfes  to 
dwell  in  ;  fo  that  the  whole  has  the  face  of  a  college. 
The  infirmary,  which  was  opened  April  25,  1747, 
Is  a  very  handfome  edifice,  and  pleafantly  fituated  : 
In  1763,  the  fubfcription  amounted  to  1044/.  6s.  6d. 
A  new  and  elegant  theatre  has  been  lately  built. 
The  foundling-hofpital  is  an  handfome  building,  and 
pleafantly  fituated  on  an  hill  near  the  river.  The 
principal  feats  ne-r  Shreivsbwj,  are  Berwick,  the  feat 
of  Thomas  Powis,  Efq;  Sundon,  of  M.r.. Corbet;  Tern, 
of  Noel  Hill,  Efq;  member  for  the  town  before,  and 
now  (1778)  for  the  county;  Lerignor,  of  Robert 
Burton,  Efq;  Gundover,  of  Lord  Clive<;  and  Under-* 
bill,  of  Henry  Powis,  ^  Efq; 

Here  is  a  very  viilble  and  remarkable  appear- 
ance of  the  great  ancient  road  called  Wailing" 
Jlreet,  which  comes  from  London  to  this  town,  and 
goes  on  from  hence  to  the  utmoft  coaft  of  Wales* 
Remains  of  a  ftone  bridge  are  to  be  feen  in  the  bot- 
tom of  che  river,  when  the  water  is  low.  This  road 
is  raifed  agood  height  above  the  foil,  and  fo  flrait,. 
that  upon  an,  eminence  you  may  fee  it  to  10  or  15 
miles  before  you,  and  as  much  behind,  over  many 
hill-tops  anfwering  one  another  as  a  vifta  of  trees. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1773?  a  very  remarkable 
accident  happened  at  a  place  called  the  Birches,  be-> 
tween  the  Colebrooke  dale  and  Builder's  bridge,  where 
a  high  bank,  that  lay  by.  the  Severn,  flipt  quite 
acrofs  the  river,  entirely  flopped  up  the  channel,  and 
turned  the  courfe  of,  the  river  over  a  meadow  that  lay 
on  the  other  fide.  That  part  where  the  river  ran,, 
i-nftantly  became  a  high  bank,  with  twenty  lofty 
oaks  Handing  upon  it. 3  and  where  the  ground  divided^ 

a.,chann* 
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a  chafm  was  left  feven  or  eight  yards  wide,  and  five 
or  fix  deep.  The  depth  of  the  earth  that  moved, 
appeared  to  be  twenty  yards,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  rather  more  than  twenty  acres.  The  turnpike- 
road  was  removed  feveral  yards,  and  turned  up  edge- 
ways. As  foon  as  the  bank  had  flopped  up  the  bed 
[>f  the  river,  the  veffels  below  were  left  dry  at  the 
bottom  of  the  channel,  and  the  water  took  its  courfe 
over  the  meadow.  About  400  yards  from  the  river's 
bank  flood  a  houfe,  where,  a  family  dwelt.  The  man 
ypt  up  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  hearr 
ing  a  rumbling  noife,  and  finding  the  ground  make 
under  him,  he  inflantly  called  up  his  family.  They 
perceived  the  ground  begin  to  move,  but  knew  not 
which  way  to  run  for  fafety.  However,  they  haflen- 
ed  off  the  fpot,  and  juft  as  they  had  got  to  a  neigh* 
bouring  wood,  the  ground  they  had  left  feparated 
from  that  on  which  they  flood.  The  houfe  was  left 
{landing,  but  a  barn,  that  flood  near  it,  was  thrown 
down. 

About  a  mile  from  Shrew/bury^  in  a  large  wood, 
fiands  Bofcobel-houfe,  or  White- Ladies ',   as   fome   call 
it,    where  the  Pendrils  lived,    who  preferved  King 
Charles  II.  after  Worcejler  battle,  and  famous  for  the 
Royal   Oak.      The  floor  of  the  garret,  which  is  a 
Popifh   chapel   (formerly  a  nunnery  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  family  of  Cookfey),  being  matted,  prevents  any 
fufpicion  of  a  little  cavity  with  a  trap-door  over  the 
ftair-cafe,  where  the  King  was  hid.    His  bed  was  art- 
fully placed  behind  fome  wainfcot,  and  fhut  up  very 
I  dole.     A  defcendant  of  the  Ccokfeys  flill  keeps  the 
[gloves  and   garters  which  his   Majefty   left  behind 
I  him. 

The  faid   chapel  is  flill   flanding,    and  has  fome 
painted  faints  upon  the  wall  at  one  end. 

A  bow-fhot  from  the  houfe,  juft  by  an  horfe-track 
1  paffing  through  the  wood,  flood  the  Royal  Oak,  into 
j  which  the  King  and  Colonel  Carlos  climbed,  by  means 

oii 
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of  the  hen-roofr.  ladder,  when  they  thought  it  nc 
longer  fafe  to  fray  in  the  houfe,  the  family  reaching 
them  victuals  with  the  nut-hook.  It  happenedr  as 
the  people  related  it  to  us,  that  whilii  the  King  anc 
the  Colonel  were  in  the  tree,  a  party  of  the  ene- 
my's horfe  (fent  to  fearch  the  houfe),  came  whiftlin* 
and  talking  along  this  road  ;  and,  when  they  wen 
juft  under  the  tree,  an  owl  flew  out  of  a  neighbour-  i 
ing  tree,  and  hovered  along  the  ground,  as  if  he] 
wings  were  broken,  which  the  foldiers  merrily  pur- 
sued, 

The  tree  is  now  inclofed  within  a  brfck  wall,  thl 
infide  whereof  is  covered  with  laurel,  of  which  w* 
may  fay,  as  Ovid  did  of  that  of  the  Augujian  palace 
—-Mediamque  tuebere  quercum.  For  the  oak  is  in  th« 
middle,  almoft  cut  away  by  travellers,  whofe  curio- 
fity  leads  them  to  fee  it.  Clofe  by  the  fide  grows  I 
young  thriving  plant  from  one  of  its  acorns. 

After  the  Reiteration,  the  Kingr  reviewing  th< 
place  (no  doubt,  with  very  different  emotions  from! 
what  he  had  when  he  was  in  it),  gathered  fome  oi| 
the  acorns,  and  fet  them  in  St.  James's  park  or  gar- 
den, and  ufed  to  water  them  himfelf.  He  alfo  be- 
flowed  200/.  per  annum  on  BendriU  which  remains 
in  the  family.  Over  the  door  of  the  inclofure  is  a 
Latin  infeription  cut  in  marble  j  which  may  be  thus 
translated  ; 

Bafil  and  Jane  Fitzherbert  recommended  to  pojlerity 
this  moft  fortunate  tree,  which  the  all-gracious  and 
all-mighty  God,  by  whom  kings  reign,  ordained 
here  to  growy  to  be  the  afylum  of  the  moji  potent 
Prince  King  Charles  77.  and  have  begirt  it  with 
a  wall,  as  well  in  perpetual  remembrance  of  Jo 
great  an  event ,  fas  a  tefiimony  of  their  firm  alle- 
giance to  kings. 

—The  Oak  helov'd  by  Jove* 

Ten 
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Ten  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Shrewsbury  ftands  Great 
Wenhck,  a  good  market- town,  mentioned  before. 

The  noted  IVrekin-hill  Hands  higher  up,  north  of 
X,  between  the  Watling-Jlreet  and  the  Severn,  within 
i  mile  of  Wroxeter,  the  famous  Roman  ftation.  It 
ifcends  gradually  from  a  pleafant  level  ground,  ftrikes 
aut  a  pretty  great  length,  and  is  well  adorned  with 
trees.  It  is  the  higheft  ground  in  the  county,  and 
*ives  a  fine  profpecl:  all  around  it. 

North  of  this,  about  eight  miles  diflance,  is 
Hawkejlone,  a  fine  feat  belonging  to  Sir  Rowland 
Hill,  Bart.  The  houfe,  which  is  built  in  a  very 
3-ood  tafle,  ftanding  low,  is  not  feen  from  the  road  ; 
Dut  the  hill,  which  ftands  above  the  houfe,  and  fronts 
Jie  IVrekin,  is  made  very  agreeable,  by  cutting  away 
Jie  rocks,  and  forming  them  into  baftions,  and  re- 
gular Gothic  buildings,  with  the  fame  ftone ;  and 
lere  is  a  fine  vineyard  planted  in  terraces,  which 
overlooks  the  country  beyond  Shrezusbury,  in  which 
'he  grapes  generally  ripen  as  foon  as  in  moft  parts  of 
England,  owing  to  its  fituation,  being  defended  on 
svery  fide,  and  open  only  to  the  fouth. 

Following  the  JVatling-Jireet,  north,  we  came  to 
a  fmall  market-town  called  Wellington,  of  very  little 
note  ;  and  {till  keeping  the  Street,  we  arrived  at  New- 
port on  the  borders  of  Stafford/hire,  a  little  market- 
town,  where  is  one  of  the  noblefr.  foundations  for  a 
fchooi  in  the  whole  kingdom,  endowed  by  Mr.  Adams, 
an  haberdafher  of  London,  to  the  value  of  7000/. 
The  fchooi  is  70  feet  long,  22  wide,  and  the  fame 
in  height,  a  librarv,  an  houfe  for  both  the  mafter' 
and  ufher,  40/.  a  year  to  the  firft,  and  20/.  to  the 
other;  and  a  garden  to  each  houfe  of  an  acre,  and 
two  acres  for  the  boys  to  play  in.  Near  it  he  has 
likewife  built  an  alms-houfe,  and  gave  550/.  towards 
building  the  town-houfe. 

There  is  likewife  an  Englijh  fchooi  in  this  town, 
of  a  very  ancient  foundation,  free  to  all  the  inhabit- 
ants, 
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ants,  worth  about  30  /.  a  year,  and  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown.  Newport  gave  the  title  of  baron  to  the  late 
Earls  of  Bradford,  and  the  Earls  of  Shrew/bury  and 
Gower  are  joint  Lords  of  the  manor.  The  facetious 
Tom  Brown  was  a  native  of  this  town,  his  father 
being  a  tanner  therein. 

In  Shiffnal  church,  eight  miles  from  Newport,  is 
the  following  infcription  :  "  William  Wakely,  was 
baptized  at  Idfall,  al ias  Shiffnal,  May  1,  1 59 1,  and 
buried  at  Adbajlon,  November  28,  17145  his  age 
124  and  upwards:  he  lived  in  the  reigns  of  eight 
Kings  and  Queens."  (wz.  Elizabeth,  James  I. 
Charles!,  and  II.  James  II.  IVilliam  and  Mary,  Anne^ 
and  George  I.) 

Between  this  town  and  Drayton,  a  fmall  market- 
town,  higher  up  northward,  and  likewife  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Stafford/hire,  is  Bloreheath,  famous  for  a  battle 
fought  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancajler, 
wherein  Nevil  Earl  of  Salijbury  for  the  former,  with 
-5000  men  only,  beat  Lord  Audley  with  10,000  men, 
after  a  moft  bloody  engagement.  A  remarkable  ftone 
crofs  is  ere&ed  upon  the  fpot  where  Lord  Audley  was 
ilain  ;  and  near  this  heath  ftands  Oakley,  2.  fine  feat 
of  Sir  John  Chetzvode,  Bart. 

Entering  Stafford/hire,  we  quitted  the  faid  Street- 
way,  a  little  to  the  left,  to  fee  Stafford,  the  county- 
town,  and  the  moft  considerable,  except  Litchfield,  in 
the  county.  In  the  way,  we  pailed  through  a  fmall, 
but  ancient  town,  called  Penkr.ige,  vulgarly  Pankrage, 
probably  the  Pennocrucium  of  the  Romans,  where 
happened  to  be  a  fair.  We  were  furprized  to  fee  the 
prodigious  number  of  the  fineft  and  moft  beautiful 
horfes  that  can  any-where  befeen,  brought  hither  from 
York/hire,-  the .  bifhoprick  of  Durham,  and  all  the 
Jiorfe-breeding  counties  in  England:  I  believe  I  may 
mark  it  for  the  greateft  horfe-fair  in  the  world,  for 
.horfes  of  value,  and  efpecially  thofe  we-  call  faddle-> 
«  horfes  i 
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horfes  ;  though  there  were  great  numbers  of  fine  large 
ftone-horfes  for  coach  and  draught  too. 

From  hence  we  came  in  two  hours  eafy  riding  to 
Stafford,  on  the  river  Stow.  It  is  an  ancient  town, 
and  gives  name  to  the  county.  It  is  neat  and  well 
built,  and  pleafantly  feated  in  low  grounds;  and  is 
lately  much  increafed,  and  grown  rich  by  the  cloth- 
ing-trade. It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  and  other  in- 
ferior officers,  confifts  of  two  parifhes,  and  returns 
two  members  to  parliament.  This  town  retains  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  Borough  Englijb  ;  which  is,  that 
the  youngeft  fons  inherit  the  lands  of  their  fathers 
within  the  town.  It  is  adorned  with  two  churches, 
Dne  of  which  is  very  large  and  fpacious,  and  a  free- 
fchool  :  the  ftreets  are  clean,  and  well  paved  ;  the 
buildings  of  ftone  and  fiate  ;  and  fome  of  the  ftruc- 
tures  are  very  modifh  and  beautiful.  Its  market-place 
is  large  and  uniform  ;  in  which  ftands  the  mire-hall, 
where  the  aflizes  for  the  county  are  held.  King  John 
made  it  a  corporation,  and ■  Edward  VI.  confirmed 
and  enlarged  the  charter.  About  a  mile  and  half  out 
of  the  town,  upon  an  hill,  we  faw  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  caftle,  belonging  heretofore  to  the  barons  of 
Stafford;  but  demolifhed  in  the  civil  wars.  This 
hill  affords  a  mofl  pleafant  profpecl:  of  the  town,  and 
adjacent  country. 

We  tarried  here  a  few  days,  in  order  to  vifit  the 
towns  lying  on  each  fide  of  it  with  more  attention 
and  convenience. 

Ecclejhall  lies  north-weft  of  Stafford,  and  is  a  pret- 
ty market-town,  noted  for  pedlary-wares  :  and  an 
handfome  little  market-town,  with  good  inns  in  it, 
called  Stone,  lies  upon  the  Trent;  and  all  the  coun- 
try hereabouts  yields  delightful  views  of  this  noble 
river.  Near  this  place  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  in 
1772,  built  an  elegant  houfe,  called  Sandon'-Hall, 
which  commands  a  profpecl:  of  the  Staffordshire  na- 
vigation, 
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vigation,   and  affords  a  pleafing  view  of  this  fine 
country, 

Newcastle  under  Line  ftands  ftill  farther  north,  upon  , 
sl  branch  of  the  'Trent.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  j 
two  juftices,  two  bailiffs,  and  common-council, 
holds  pleas  under  40  s.  and  returns  two  members  to 
parliament.  The  ftreets  are  large,  broad,  and  paved, 
and  the  town  is  furrounded  with  coal-pits.  It 
has  an  handfome  market-place.  The  new  caftle, 
whence  the  town  was  denominated,  is  now  levelled. 

The  principal  manufacture  in  this  town  at  prefent 
is  hat  making,  there  being  an  incorporated  company 
here  by  the  name  of  felt-makers. 

Dr.  Plot,  as  an  inftance  of  the  growth  of  ftones, 
mentions,  that  near  this  place  was  found  a  ftone,  with 
a  man's  fkull,  teeth  and  all,  inclofed  in  it. 

About  three  miles  northward  lies  Cobridge  and 
Burjle?n,  the  chief  manufacturing  places  for  white 
flint-ware,  equally  ftrong  and  fweet  as  India  por- 
celain, in  fuch  univerfal  ufe,  under  the  engaging 
name  of  the  Queen  %  Ware.  Meff.  Wedgwood  and 
Bentley,  the  principal  manufacturers  as  to  elegance 
and  goodnefs,  have  been  ingenious  enough  to  apply 
it,  in  many  fhapes,  to  many  purpofes,  never  before 
thought  of  in  England,  nor  can  they  poffibly  exhauft 
fo  cheap  and  ductile  a  fubjedt.  The  annual  amount 
of  it  exported,  is  about  100,000/.  The  chief  potters 
have  lately  made  turnpike  roads,  to  have  their  wares 
more  conveniently  carried  off;  and  a  ftill  naviga- 
tion, in  the  mannerof  theDukeof  Bridgewater's,  now 
..extends  from  Burton  upon  Trent  to  Frodjham- Bridge, 
in  Cbejhire;  which  give  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
likewife  the  nearer  inhabitants  of  Chejier,  Leverpool, 
and  adjoining  parts,  an  opportunity  of  having  Staf- 
ford/hire coals,  which  are  remarkably  good,  and  lie 
under  almoft  every  field  within  two  miles  diftance 
of  the  potteries. 

About  three  miles  fouth  eaft  of  Newcajlle  is  the 

little 
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little  town  of  Trentham,  fo  called  from  the  river 
Trent,  which  rifes  there. 

At  this  place  is  the  noble  feat  of  Earl  Gower,  which 
is  efteemed  the  fineft  place  in  this  county  :  the  houfe 
is  modern,  and  built  on  the  plan  of  the  Queen's  Palace, 
in  St.  jfames's  Park.  It  is  fituatedclofe  to  the  church, 
which  renders  the  entrance  to  the  houfe  very  incon- 
venient, the  church  and  church-yard  being  in  front. 

The  park  is  very  beautiful,  has  two  large  pieces 
of  water  in  it ;  and  the  hills,  which  rife  immediately 
from  the  water,  are  finely  covered  with  wood, 
which  has  a  noble  effect  as  you  pafs  the  road  to 
Newcajile.  The  park  is  walled  round,  and  from  the 
high  ground  in  it,  you  have  an  extenfive  view  of  the 
country  every  way. 

Betley,  a  little  market-town,  lies  north-weft  of 
Newcajile,  upon  the  borders  of  Chejhire. 

Breewood  is  a  pretty  market-town,  lying  fouth- 
well:  of  Stafford.     And,  due  fouth,  ftands 

Wolverhampton,  a  very  ancient  town,  fituate  on  an 
bill,  which  is  well  built,  paved,  and  inhabited.  Here 
the  trade  of  lock-making  is  carried  on  to  great  per- 
fection ;  as  is  alfo  every -other  manufacture  in  brafs 
and  iron;  and  the  goods  are  exported  all  over  Europe. 
The  church,  which  is  collegiate,  was  founded  by  a 
widow  lady,  named  JVulfnena,  in  the  year  996,  and 
King  Edivard  VI.  granted  it,  together  with  fevert 
prebends  thereunto  belonging,  to  John  Dudley,  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  year  1553.  In  it  are  feveral 
old  monuments,  and  a  brafs  ftatue  of  Sir  Richard 
Levefon,  who  engaged  the  Spaniards^  under  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake.  The  pulpit  is  old,  and  of  ftone  ;  and  in 
the  church-yard  is  a  very  old  ftone  crofs.  From  the 
hill,  on  which  the  town  is  fituated,  run  four  weak 
fprings  of  different  qualities,  which  is  the  only  wa- 
ter they  have  to  fupply  this  large  and  populous 
town. 

Vol.  II,  R  In 
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In  the  hamlet  of  Wednesfield,  near  two  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Wolverhampton^  a  new  chapel  was  erected, 
b.y  virtue  of  an  act  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  feffion 
of  1746,  for  the  better  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
attending  divine  fervice,  the  roads  between  thefe  two 
places  being  very  deep  and  dirty  in  the  winter-feafon  ; 
and  the  chaplain  or  curate  is  to  be  nominated  by  Mrs. 
Martha  Cough,  widow,  a  principal  contributor  to 
this  pious  work,  or  her  heirs. 

In  the  year  1755,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  ob- 
tained, and  a  large  fubfcription  made,  to  build  a  new 
chapel  in  this  town,  which  has  fince  been  completed 
in  a  plain  handfome  manner,  though,  from  the  fub- 
fcription being  exhaufted,  no  fteeple  was  erected  till 
the  year  1776,  It  is  built  and  fitted  up  in  the  mo- 
dern ftile  of  the  London  churches,  and  has  in  it  an 
exceeding  good  organ. 

A  charity-fchool  was  built  at  Wolverhampton,  and 
endowed  by  Stephen  Jennings,  a  native  thereof,  in 
1668,  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  There  are  alfo  two 
other  charity-fchools,  one  for  50  boys,  and  the  other 
for  40  girls,  who  are  taught  and  cloathed.  An  Act 
of  Parliament  was  obtained,  in  June  1777,  for  light- 
ing, paving,  and  otherwife  improving  this  flour  ifh- 
ing  town. 

Walfal,  eaft  of  Wolverhampton,  is  a  good  pleafant 
corporate- town,  governed  by  a  mayor,  and  fituate  on 
the  top  of  an  hill.  This  place  is  famous  for  iron- 
mines  and  iron-works,  fuch  as  fpurs,  bridle-bits,  ftir- 
rups,  buckles,  &c.  in  which  there  is  a  confiderable 
trade  carried  on. 

Wrottejley  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  is  eminent 
for  the  remains  of  fome  Britifn  or  other  antiquity ; 
but  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  city  in  ancient  times, 
becaufe  of  the  feveral  partitions  like  ftreets,  run  ning  di- 
vers ways,  which  are  within  the  limits  of  it ;  as  alfo  the 
large  hinges  which  have  been  found  here,  and  fome 
of  the  ftones  fquared.  The  whole  contains  in  cir- 
cuit 
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cult  about  three  or  four  miles;  and  ftones  of  a  vaft 
bignefs  have  been  found  thereabouts.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  one  of  thefe  made  100  loads;  another, 
after  ten  loads  hewn  off,  required  36  yoke  of  oxen 
to  draw  it,  and  made  a  great  ciftern  in  a  malt^houfe 
here  at  Wrottejley  ;  which,  though  left  very  thick 
both  at  bottom  and  fides,  wets  37  ftrikes  of  barley 
at  a  time. 

Upon  the  extremity  of  the  county,  fouth,  juft  on 
the  borders  of  Worcefterjhire,  is  fituate  upon  an  high 
mountain,  the  famous  ancient  caftle  of  Dudley,  a 
building  of  great  extent,  with  trenches  about  it  cut 
out  of  a  rock,  and  hath  an  high  tower  upon  it,  oa 
the  fouth-fide.  It  was  built  by  Dodo  a  Saxon,  in  700. 
Great  part  of  it  is  in  ruins,,  and  the  reft  converted 
into  a  noble  feat,  where  the  Lord  Ward  refides.  The 
caftle  over-tops  all  the  trees  that  furround  it,  and  has 
a  moft  extenfive  profpecl:  over  five  fhires,  and  into 
part  of  Wales.  In  the  hail  of  this  caftle  is  a  table  all 
of  one  entire  plank,  which,  before  it  was  fitted  up 
there,  was  25  yards  long,  and  one  yard  in  breadth  ; 
but,  being  too  long  for  the  hall,  feven  yards  and  nine 
inches  of  it  were  cut  off",  and  made  a  table  for  the 
hall  of  a  neighbouring  gentleman. 

The  town  of  Dudley  lies  near  it,  but  in  Worcefler- 
Jhire,  and  is  only  remarkable  for  being  in  a  different 
county  from  the  caftle. 

Near  Stafford  we  faw  Inge/Ire,  where  the  late  Wal- 
ter Chetwynd,  Efq;  built,  or  rather  rebuilt,  a  very  fine 
church  at  his  own  charge,  and  where  the  late  Lord 
Vifcount  Chetwynd,  has  a  fine  park  and  gardens. 

About  three  miles  from  Stafford  is  Shuckborow,  the 
feat  of  Mr.  Anfon,  the  nephew  of  the  late  Lord  An- 
Jon.  The  houie  ftands  near  the  Trent,  contains  fome 
very  fine  apartments,  which  are  furnifhed  in  a  very 
fplendid  manner  with  pictures,  ftatues,  &c.  But 
the  gardens  claim  a  very  minute  attention.  Several 
of  the  buildings  which  Mr.  Stuart  the  architect  faw 
R  2  in 
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in  the  ruins  of  Athens,  are  here  built  according  to 
their  original  dimenfions  ;  with  many  other  very  fine 
and  fplendid  exhibitions  of  architecture. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  in  the  public  road, 
is  a  large  {landing  water,  which  in  winter,  and  after 
great  rains,  is  impaflable  :  over  it  is  a  ftone  bridge  of 
39  arches,  for  horfe  and  foot  paflengers. 

I  am  now  at  the  utmoft  extent  of  my  propofed  li- 
mits vfor  this  circuit,  for  Jngejlre  parks  reach  to  the 
very  banks  of  the  Trent.  So  I  turned  to  the  right, 
and,  intending  for  Litchfield,  in  the  way  we  faw 
Beaudefert,  a  famous  old  feat,  faid  to  be  built  by  Hugh 
Lupus,  Earl  of  Che/ler.  The  name  indeed  intimates 
it  to  be  of  Norman  or  French  original ;  at  prefent 
it  is  in  the  family  of  Lord  Paget,  nephew  to  the 
late  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  who  is  ftiled  Baron  of  Beau- 
defert.  The  park  is  very  fine,  and  its  fituation  ex- 
ceeding pleafant,  but  the  houfe  is  ancient.  In  the 
park  is  a  famous  piece  of  antiquity;  viz.  a  large 
camp  or  fortification,  furrounded  with  a  double 
trench,  very  large  and  deep. 

On  the  left  of  the  road  is  Oujley,  or  JVolfeley,  an 
elegant  feat.  The  houfe  is  ancient,  and  fituated  low 
among  the  marines,  with  the  river  running  at  the 
back  of  the  houfe.  The  park  is  on  a  rifing  ground 
on  the  right-hand  of  the  road,  fo  is  feparated  from 
the  houfes  and  gardens. 

From  hence  it  is  about  12  miles  to  the  city  of 
Litchfield,  the  principal,  next  to  Chejler,  of  all  the 
north- weft  part  of  England;  nor  indeed  is  there  any 
other,  but  this  and  Coventry,  in  the  whole  road  from 
London  to  Carlijle,  which  is  on  the  edge  of  Scotland. 

We  now  came  into  the  great  Lancajhire  and  Chejhire 
road,  or  the  north- weft  road  from  London,  which, 
p ailing  through  Litchfield,  from  Warrington- bridge  in 
Chefl)ir£,  falls  into  the  Watling-Jlreet,  mentioned  be- 
fore, about  three  miles  fouth-eaft  from  the  town, 
and  crones  another  ancient  caufeway  or  road,  called 
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Icknild-Jireet,  about  a  mile  out  of  the  city  <  fo  that 
Litchfield  lies,  as  it  were,  at  the  joining  of  all  thofe 
great  roads. 

But,  inftead  of  going  directly  to  Litchfield,  we  ftruck 
out  of  the  road,  and  went  north-eaft  to  Bromley,  a 
pretty  village ;  and  from  thence  eaft  to  Tutbury  on 
the  fkirts  of  Derbyjhire :  it  is  a  fmall  town,  with  a 
caftle  in  it. 

Some  miles  fouthward  ftands  Burton  upon  Trent, 
where  the  clothing-trade  is  carried  on  with  great  ad- 
vantage. It  is  famous  for  good  ale,  and  its  noble 
bridge  over  the  Trent,  confuting  of  36  arches,  and 
of  the  length  of  503  yards,  built  probably  by  Wil- 
liam delalVaid,  in  King  Henrylll.'s  time  (whofe  arms 
are  ffcill  to  be  (een  in  the  church),  of  free-ftone  cut 
and  fquared. 

Here  are  ftill  the  remains  of  an  abbey  of  the  Bene- 
diclines,  whofe  abbot  was  mitred,  and  fat  in  parlia- 
ment. In  it  was  buried  Modwena,  a  virgin  of  emi- 
nent fancrity,  who  gave  name  to  a  well  in  the  pariih5. 
whofs  water  is  faid  to  cure  feveral  difeafes.  Thurf- 
day  is  the  market-day  ;  and  it  has  four  fairs  :  April  5,, 
Holy  Thurfday,  July  16,   and  Otfober  29,   for  cattle. 

From  hence  we  turned  fouth-weft  to  Litchfield^ 
which  is  a  fine,  neat,  well  built,  and  pretty  larg  : 
city.  It  rofe  from  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  Etocetum, 
a  mile  off,  now  called  Chejlerfield-wall,  from  fome 
reliques  of  its  fortifications.  There  is  a  kind  of  flow, 
fluggifh  lough,  or  water,  which  runs,  or  rather  glides 
heavily  through  it,  and  fo  on  for  four  or  five  miles  far- 
ther into  the  Trent,  but  takes  a  fwifter  motion  as  foon 
as  it  is  out  of  the  town.  This  water  parts  the  city 
into  two  :  one  part  is  called  the  town,  and  the  other 
the  clofe ;  in  the  firft  is  the  market-place,  a  fine 
fchool,  and  a  very  handfome  hofpital  dedicated  to 
St.  "John,  well  endowed.  This  part  is  much  the 
largeit,  and  mod  populous  ;  but  the  other  is  the  faireft, 
has  the  beft  buildings  in  it,  and,  among  the  re  ft,  the 
R  3  cathe- 
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cathedral  church,  one  of  the  fineft  and  mod  beautiful 
in  England. 

There  are  two  fine  caufeways,  which  join  the  city 
and  the  clofe,  with  flu  ices  to  let  the  water  pafs,  but 
thofe  were  cut  through  in  the  interline  wars  in  Eng- 
land; and  the  clofe,  which  is  walled  about,  and  was 
then  fortified  for  the  King,  was  very  flrong,  and  flood 
out  feveral  attacks  againft  Cromwell's  men  ;  but  was 
at  laft  taken  by  florin,  not  without  great  lofs  of  blood 
on  both  fides. 

There  are  in  the  clofe,  befides  the  houfes  of  the 
clergy  refidentiaries,  a  great  many  well  built  and 
well  inhabited  houfes,  which  make  Litchfield  a  place 
of  good  company,  above  all  the  towns  in  this  or  the 
neighbouring  counties  oiWarvjickJhire  or  Derby/hire. 

The  fee  is  very  ancient,  and  was  once  archiepifco- 
pal,  made  fo  by  King  Offa;  and  Eadulph  the  arch- 
bifhop  was  metropolitan  of  all  the  kingdom  of  the 
Mercians  and  Eajl- Angels,  but  it  did  not  hold  it ;  then 
it  fufFered  another  diminution,  by  having  the  fee  of 
Chefter  taken  away,  which  was  once  part  of  this. 

They  told  us  here  a  long  flory  of  St.  Chad,  fomer- 
3y  biihop  of  this  church,  and  how  he  lived  an  eremi- 
tical life  here,  by  the  fpring  near  Stow  church,  in  a 
little  hovel  or  cell.  But  the  biihops,  fince  that  time, 
fare  better,  in  a  very  fine  palace  in  the  Clofe,  and  the 
refidentiaries  live  in  proportion  to  them. 

They  have  another  ftory  at  Litchfield;  namely,  that 
a  thoufand  poor  people,  being  inftrudted  in  the  chris- 
tian faith  by  the  care  of  Offa  King  of  the  Mercians^ 
were  all  martyred  here  in  one  field  by  the  pagans  :  and 
that  in  the  field  where  they  were  fo  murdered,  King 
Ofwy  of  Northumberland  caufed  a  great  church  to  be 
built ;  and  from  thence  the  city  bears  for  its  device, 
an  open  field,  with  mangled  carcafes  lying  difperfed 
about  it,  as  if  murdered,  and  left  unburied. 

The  church,  which  was  rebuilt  by  Biihop  Roger  de 
Clintori  in  U48,  for  the  elegance  and  regularity  of  the 

building, 


STAFFORDSHIRE.  367 

building,  may  be  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  complete 
in  England.  The  weft-end  is  richly  decorated  with 
the  flatties  of  all  the  kings  who  reigned  in  Jerufalejn, 
from  David  to  the  captivity.  But  it  is  too  flat,  and 
wants  projection,  or,  as  architects  call  it,1  Relief,  to 
give  it  boldnefs.  The  two  towers  are  much  too  low 
for  their  breadth,  and  look  very  heavy  for  want  of 
windows,  efpecially  where  the  bells  hang.  The  cir- 
cular ftair-cafes  projecting  oclagonally  at  one  angle 
only  of  each,  without  any  of  the  other  three  angles  an- 
fwering,  is  a  great  irregularity.  But  the  fpires  above 
them  are  carried  up  in  an  exceeding  beautiful  tafte, 
much  beyond  any  other  Gothic  fpires  that  1  have  feen. 
The  middle  tower  and  fpire  of  this  church  are 
higher  than  thofe  at  the  weft-end,  and  are  equally 
beautiful. 

The  fpire  defigned  for  the  middle  of  Wejlminjler 
Abbey,  was  to  be  in  imitation  of  the  middle  fpire  of 
this  church. 

The  great  window  over  the  middle  door  is  very 
large,  and  its  pediment  finely  adorned,  a  large  crofs 
finifhing  the  top  of  it. 

The  imagery  and  carved  work  on  the  front,  as 
above,  fuffered  much  in  1641,  and  they  told  us,  the 
crofs  over  the  weft  window  was  frequently  {hot  at 
by  the  rude  foldiers,  but  that  they  could  not  ihoot  it 
down. 

The  faints  of  thofe  days  alfo  entirely  ruined  all  the 
ornaments  of  the  infide,  with  the  brafs  infcriptions, 
tombs,  &c.  It  is  built  in  the  midit  of  a  bog  for  fe- 
curity,  and  held  out  fome  fierce  attacks  for  King 
Charles  I.  and  what  the  outfide  fuffered,  has  been  very 
well  repaired  fince  the  reftoration,  as  well  by  the  fa- 
mous Bifhop  Hacket,  as  by  the  bounty  of  feveral  noble 
and  generous  benefactors. 

The  Monajlicon  makes  mention  of  a  fhrine  being 
given  here  for  St.  Chad,  or  St.  Cedda,  which  coft 
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The  city  is  a  county  of  itfelf,  with  a  jurifdi£fion 
extending  jo  or  12  miles  round,  which  circuit  the 
fheriff  rides  every  year  on  Sept.  8.  It  is  governed  by 
two  bailiffs,  a  fheriff,  24  burgefTes,  a  recorder,  &c. 
and  fends  two  members  to  parliament.  A.  few  years 
ago,  a  very  noble  and  commodious  county  infirmary 
was  ere£ted  near  this  town,  and  is  maintained  by 
public  fubfcription.  It  has  every  requifite  for  the 
comfort  and  relief  of  thofe  whofe  neceflities  oblige 
them  to  have  recourfe  thither, 

Ancient  camps  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Litchfield. 

From  Litchfield  we  came  to  Tatnworth,  a  fine  plea- 
fant  trading  town,  eminent  for  good  ale,  and  good 
company,  of  the  middling  fort ;  and  alfo  for  a  fine 
charity  of  the  fame  opulent  bookfeller,  Mr.  Guy,  who 
built  and  endowed  the  noble  hofpital  in  Southwark, 
called  by  his  name.  The  town  ftands  on  the  river 
Tamey  which  runs  through  it,  and  divides  it  into  two 
parts,  one  part  wThereof  is  in  this  county,  and  the  other 
in  Warwickjhire.  It  is  a  bailiwick  town,  and  a  place 
of  good  account,  though  it  has  been  much  more 
confiderable.  Here  was  anciently  a  palace  of  the 
Mercian  Kings,  and  there  is  fiill  remaining  a  fquare 
trench,  called  the  The  King  s  Dyke.  This  town  was 
given  by  William  I.  to  the  Mar  my  mis  ^  who  built  the 
caftle  here,  and  were  hereditary  champions  of  Eng- 
land^ from  whom  that  office  defcended  to  the  Dymokes 
of  Lincoln/hire.  This  town  returns  two  members  to 
parliament. 

The  following  account  of  a  witch  elm,  in  Sir 
Walter  Bagofs  park  in  Stafford/hire,  deferves  notice. 
Two  men  wTere  five  days  felling  it. 
It  meafured  40  yards  in  length,  when  felled. 
The  (tool  was  15  yards  two  feet  over. 
14  Load  were  broken  in  the  fall. 
41  Load  in  the  top. 
*  Thire 
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There  were  made  out  of  it  80  pair  of  naves,  and 
8660  feet  of  boards  and  planks. 

It  coft  10/.  17  s.  fawing. 

The  whole  fubftance  was  conceived  to  be  97  tons,, 
and  was  felled  in  1674. 


From  Tamiuorth  we  came  to  Sutton-Colefield,  a  little 
town,  fituated  in  an  excellent  air,  and  among  pleafant 
woods,  though  in  a  barren  foil  and  bleak  air  ;  where 
annual  fairs  are  kept,  viz.  on  Trinity  Monday  y  and 
November  8,  for  horned  cattle,  horfes,  and  iheep  ; 
and  then  we  came  into  the  great  road  again  at  Cole- 
(hill  in  Warwickjhire,  a  fmall,  but  handfome  market- 
town.  It  is  fituated  by  the  river  Cole,  and  on  fa 
high  an  hill,  that  the  fpire  of  the  church  is  feen  at 
a  great  diftance  every  way. 

In  the  valley  below  this  town  is  the  park  and  feat 
of  the  family  of  the  Digby's.  The  houfe  is  ancient, 
and  the  fituation  low,  which  renders  it  bad  in  winter  j 
but  in  fummer,  or  fine  weather,  it  is  very  pleafant, 
having  the  fine  river  ferpentizing  through  the  park, 
and  the  verdure  continuing  all  the  fummer,  (when 
moft  other  grounds  around  it  are  burnt  up)  andr 
adorned  with  very  agreeable  Woods. 

In  our  way  from  hence  to  Coventry,  we  palled  by 
Packington,  a  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  about  a* 
mile  from  Meridan.  The  houfe  ftands  on  the  fouth- 
Tide  of  the  road,  and  the  park  on  the  north-fide.  A 
arge  arch  is  turned  over  the  road,  wide  enough  for 
1  wheel- carriage  to  pafs  over,  in  order  to  have  a 
communication  between  the  houfe  and  the  park,  with- 
out going  through  the  road.  The  houfe  is, modern, 
and  appears  from  the  road  to  be  built  in  a  good 
Itafte,  but  its  low  fituation  muft  deprive  it  of  any 
extraordinary  profpeci.  The  road  was  turned  to 
the  fouth-fide  of  the  houfe,  by  ac~t.  of  parliament, 
in  1764. 

We  next  came  to  Coventry,  the  filler  city  to  Litch- 
R  5  field, 
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field,  and  joined  in  the  title  of  fee,  which  was  for 
fome  little  time  feated  here,  but  afterwards  returned 
to  Litchfield. 

Coventry,  is  a  city  of  large  extent,  and  populous, 
fituated  near  the  middle  of  England.  It  drives  a  great 
trade  :  the  manufactory  of  fluffs  was  formerly  their 
chief  employ  ;  but  this  has  been  upon  the  decline 
for  feveral  years,  fince  which  the  weaving  of  rib- 
bons has  formed  a  very  considerable'  branch  of  bu- 
finefs.  Broad  iilks  have  been  introduced  fince  the 
year  1775.  The  buildings  are  old,  and  in  fome 
places  much  decayed  ;  the  timber-built  houfes  pro- 
ject forwards  into  the  flreet  towards  one  another  :  a 
method  of  building  formerly  much  pra£tifed  in 
London. 

Edward 'IV .  for  its  attachment  to  King  Henry  VI- 
againfl  hi mfelf,  took  the  fword  from  the  mayor,  and 
disfranchifed  the  city,  which  redeemed  its  charter  at 
the  price  of  500  marks ;  but  he  was  fo  well  recon- 
ciled, that  in  four  years  afterwards  he  kept  St.  George's 
feafr.  there,,  and  flood  godfather  to  the  mayor's  child.. 
I#s 'present  charter  was  granted  by  King  James  I. 
-  It  was  formerly  well  walled  and  very  flrong;  but 
King  Charles  II.  after  his  reftoration,  ordered  it  to  be 
difmantled,  becaufe  it  held  out  againfl  his  royal  fa-  i 
ther ;  and  fo  the  walls,  which  were  three  miles  in  i 
compafs,  with  26  towers,  were  demolifhed,  and  only  ; 
the  gates  left  Aanding,  which  were  12,  all  very  noble 
and  beautiful ,  at  one  of  which  hung  a  fhield-bone  of 
a  wild  boar,  much  bigger  than  that  of  an  ox  ;  faid 
to  have  been  flain  by  the  famous  Guy  Earl  of  Warwick, 
after  he  had  with  his  fnout  turned  up  the  pond,  which 
5s  now  called  Swans-well  Pool,  but  more  anciently 
Swine' s~  well :    however,    there  are  only  three  gates 
Handing  at  prefent. 

The  Princes  of  Wales  have  a  large  park  and  do- 
main here,    upon  grant  of  the  corporation.     It  is 
three  miles,  and  a  half  round  y  and,  for  variety  of 
%  ground^ 
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ground,  and  the  uninterrupted  profpecl:  it  affords,  is 
efteemed  as  an  exceeding  good  courfe  for  racing  ; 
though  races  are  very  rare  here,  there  not  having 
been  any  ilnce  the  general  election  in  1768. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Ccnfeffbr^  this  city  was 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Earl  of  CheJIer,  who  gave  a 
great  part  of  it  to  the  monks  ;  and  it  was  afterwards 
annexed  to  the  Earldom,  now  Dukedom  of  Corn- 
wall. 

This  city  fends  two  members  to  parliament.  It  is 
a  county  incorporate  of  itfelf,  and  includes  19  villages 
and  hamlets  within  its  limits.  It  holds  pleas,  and 
is  governed  by  a  mayor,  fheriffs,  i  G  aldermen,  and  fub- 
ofHcers ;  but  it  had  only  two  parifh-churches,  that  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the  church  of  St.  Michael,  which 
were  unable  to  hold  half  the  inhabitants,  till  the  year 
1734,  when  an  act  paffed  for  making  the  church  of 
Bablake  in  Coventry  a  parifh-church  ;  for  appointing  a 
diftri£t  or  parifh  thereto  ;  and  for  enabling  the  malter 
and  ufher  of  the  free  grammar-fchool  within  the  faid 
city,  to  be  the  rector  and  lecturer  of  the  faid  parifh- 
church,  for  all  time  to  come.  This  is  called  in  the 
a&  the  parifh  of  St.  John  the  Baptijl  in  the  city  of 
Coventry,  and  is  in  the  prefentation  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

The  laft  mentioned  church  has  no  fpire  ;  but,  be- 
fides  the  two  fpires  to  the  churches  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  Trinity,  there  is  a  third  by  itfelf,  at  the  fouth- 
weft  end  of  the  tov/n,  the  remains  of  a  church, 
which  belonged  to  a  monaftery  of  Grey  Friars. 

The  roads  are  kept  well-  paved  to  it  for  a  mile 
round. 

Here  is  a  •good  free-fchool,  founded  by  John  Hales \ 
Efq-,  by  the  name  of  the  fchool  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
the  malter  of  which  is  to  be,  for  the  future,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  new  parifh-church  I  have  juft  mentioned. 
It  has  a  good  library.  Here  is  alfo  an  hofpital  for 
the  poor,    - 
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In  the  church  of  St.  Michael,  which  is  a  fine  fa- 
bric of  Gothic  architecture,  and  was  twenty-two  years 
in  building,  is  a  curious  piece  of  painting,  lately 
erected  for  an  altar-piece  ;  by  fome  thought  more  to 
refemble  thofe  that  are  feen  in  Popifh  churches  abroad, 
than  the  true  Protectant  fimplicity.  But  here  is  no 
cathedral,  as  fome  have  reported,  neither  is  the  great 
church,  fo  called,  either  collegiate  or  conventual, 
but  only  a  monaftery  or  priory. 

Yet  this  city  contended  a  great  while  for  this  ho- 
nour, but  could  not  carry  it.  In  King  Henry-  VIII. 's 
time,  the  priory  being  diflblved,  the  church,  which 
they  would  have  called  a  cathedral,  was  reduced  to  a 
private  parifh-church,  and  continues  fo  to  this  day : 
It  is  alfo  an  archdeaconry. 

The  fpire  of  the  great  church  is,  however,  very 
beautiful,  and  300  feet  high.  The  two  churches 
above  named  are  very  near  to  each  other. 

Here  was  a  rich  convent,  deftroyed  by  the  Danes, 
in  10 1 6,  from  whence  the  city  is  fuppofed  to  take 
its  name,  but  afterwards  rebuilt  by  Leofiick,  Earl  of 
Mercia. 

A  parliament  was  held  here  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI.  called  Park 'amentum  Induclorum,  or  The  Unlearned 
Parliament,  becaufe  the  lawyers  were  excluded  ;  and 
another  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  callecF  by  the 
Yorkifts,  Parliamentum  Diabalicum,  or  The  Devil's 
Parliament,  from  the  attainder  of  Richard  Duke  of 
York>  and  of  his  fon  the  Earl  of  March,  ([afterwards, 
Edward  IV.)  and  the  Earl*  of  Salisbury  and  War- 
wick, and  their  adherents* 

The  water  of  the  river  Sherbum,  on  which  the 
city  Hands,  is  peculiar  for  its  blue  dye  j  whence  Co- 
ventry blues  became  famous. 

The  crofs  was  a  fine  Gothic  work,  the  ftatelieft  in 
the  kingdom,  being  60  feet  high  5  and  in  niches 
■where  ftatues  of  feveral  of  the  Englijb  kings,  in  cu- 
rious Gothic  fculpture,  larger  than  life.     It  was  built 
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in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  by  Sir  Willia?n  Holies, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  was  repaired  and  beau- 
tified in  the  year  1667.  From  that  time,  till  1770, 
it  was  neglected,  and  its  beauty  being  totally  de- 
firoyed,  the  remains  of  this  once  noble  edifice  were 
taken  down.. 

The  town-houfe  is  worth  feeing  ;  the  windows 
of  it  are  painted  glafs,  reprefenting  fome  of  the  old 
kings,  earls,  &c.  who  have  been  benefactors  to  the 
town. 

And  a  copy  of  Latin  verfes  is  there  to  be  read,  in 
praife  of  their  royal  benefactors,  in  which  are  named 
the  Edwards,  the  Henries,  the  Black  Prince,  Queen 
Elizabeth,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  the  great 
Earl  of  Leicejler,  Queen  Elizabeth's  favourite. 

Wednefday  and  Friday  are  the  market-days. 

Earl  Leofrick,  above  mentioned,  who  died  the  13th 
of  Edward  the  Confejfor,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft 
lord  of  this  town  ;  and  there  is  a  ftory  concerning 
him,  handed  down  by  tradition,  and  firmly  believed 
here,  which  we  muft  not  omit,  and  is  as  follows  : 
That  this  Earl,  ;  having  heavrly  taxed  the  citizens  for 
fome  offence'  they'  had  given  him,  his  lady  Godiva, 
daughter  of  Thorold,  a  fheriff  of  Lincoln/hire,  earneft- 
ly  importuned  him  to  remit  the  taxes,  and  to  free  the 
citizens  from  all  fervile  tenures;  but  could  not  pre- 
vail wTith  him,  unlefs  fhe  would  confent  to  ride  naked 
through  the  rnoft  frequented  part  of  the  city;  a  con- 
dition which  he  v/as  fure,  as  he  thought,  her  mo- 
defty  would  never  comply  with  :  But,  in  companion 
to  the  city,  the  tradition  fays,  that,  after  having  or- 
dered all  the  doors  and  windows  to  be  fhut,  upon 
pain  of  death,  fhe  rode  through  the  ftreets  on  horfe- 
back,  naked,  with  her  difhevelled  hair  about  her, 
which  was  fo  long,  that  it  covered  all  her  body  but 
her  legs.  Camden  fays,  that  nobody  looked  after  her; 
yet  the  ftory  goes,  that  a  poor  taylor  peeped  out  of 
his  window>  and  was  thereupon  flruck  blind,     Be 
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this  as  it  will,  his  figure  is  put  up  in  the  fame  win- 
dow, of  the  High-fir  eet,  to  this  day.  Upon  Godi- 
va9s  riding  naked  as  above,  Earl  Leofrick  remitted  the 
taxes  he  had  impofed  on  the  citizens  :  in  memory  of 
which,  they  fet  up  his  picture  and  her's  in  the'window 
of  Trinity  Church,  with  this  infcription  : 


/  Leofrick,  for  the  love  of  thee, 
Do  fet  Coventry  toll-free. 


And  they  have  an  annual  procefiion  or  cavalcade,  on 
the  great  fair-day,  the  Friday  after  Trinity  Sunday , 
reprefenting  Godiva  fo  riding  through  the  town  ;  and 
it  is  ufual  for  the  IVarwickJhire  gentlemen,  at  their 
annual  feafl,  to  reprefent  her  in  the  fame  manner,; 
with  Guy  Earl  of  Warwick  on  horfeback,  armed 
cap-a-pie,  before  the  cavalcade. 

Birmingham  is  a  large  town,  and,  if  fome  narrow 
ftreets  are  excepted,  it  is  hand  fome.  It  is  far  from 
being  that  noify,  dirty  place  it  has  been  frequently 
reprefented,  and  the  people  are  gay  and  lively. 
Hackney-coaches  ply  in  the  ftreets  ;  and  here  is  a 
Vauxhall,  about  a  mile  out  of  the  town.  Thefe  gar- 
dens'are  pretty,  but  fmall  ;  they  are  clean  and  neat, 
and  contain  fomething  more  than  an  acre  of  ground. 
This  place  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  Sir  Eldred 
Holte  -,  but,  fince  the  family  have  removed  to  Bir- 
mingham Aflon,  this  houfe  and  gardens  have  been  let, 
and  turned  into  a  place  of  public  amufement.  The  | 
orcheftra  is  in  the  garden,  in  imitation  of  the  Vaux-i 
hall  at  London,  but  fmaller,  and  plain..  There  are 
feats  and  walks  in  the  garden ;  and  flippers,  wine, 
&c.  are  provided  for  fuch  of  the  company  as  chufe 
them. 

This  town  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hillr  forming: 
nearly  a  half-moon,  and  is  about  two  miles-  in  length,,; 
nearly  the  fame  in  breadth,  and  about  fix  miles  in 
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Here  are  two  churches,  one  called  St.  Martin's,  ' 
and  the  other  St.  Philip's.  The  former  is  an  ancient 
building,  with  a  lofty  fpire,  and  twelve  good  bells; 
the  latter  a  grand  modern  ftructure,  having  a  fine 
tower,  with  ten  bells,  and  a  handfome  copula  above 
it,  and  ftands  in  one  of  the  fineft  church-yards  in 
England,  encompaffed  with  a  wall,  and  laid  out  with 
feveral  pleafant  walks,  for  contemplation  and  amufe- 
ment.  In  each  fteeple  is  a  fet  of  mufical  chimes, 
which  play  every  three  hours,  and  a  different  tune 
every  day  in  the  week.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  a 
handfome  chapel  of  eafe,  called  St.  Bartholomew's 
Chapel;  and  two  others  are  erecting.  There  are  like- 
wife  two  meeting-houfes  for  Prelbyterians,  one  of 
which  is  new,  and  very  handfome ;  one  for  Quakers, 
and  three  for  other  Diffenters.  There  are  alfo  three 
fiee-fchools. 

A  weekly  market  is  held  here  on  Thurfdays,  which 
is  plentifully  fupplied  from  the  country  with  every 
article  of  provisions,  and  well  ftored  with  live  cattle 
of  all  kinds ;  and  two  fairs  yearly,  on  the  Thurfday 
in  Whitfun  week,  and  on  the  10th  of  OSfober,  for 
hard-ware,  black  cattle,  horfes,  fheep,  hogs,  &k. 

Being  no  corporation  town,  it  is  governed  by  two 
bailiffs,  two  conftables,  and  a  headborough,  and  is 
free  for  any  perfon  to  come  and  fettle  in,  which  per- 
haps not  a  little  contributes  to  the  increafe  of  its 
trade,  buildings,  and  inhabitants. 

A  navigable  cut  was  begun  in  April  1768,  and 
nnifhed  in  November,  1769,  to  the  collieries  at  Wed- 
nejbury,  from  whence  the  inhabitants  here  are  fupplied 
with  exceeding  good  coals,  at  a  very  moderate  rate, 
which  before  were  fold  at  a  very  exorbitant  price, 
to  the  great  diftrefs  and  detriment  of  the  poor.  In 
1772,  it  was  extended  to  Autherly,  from  whence  a 
communication  is  opened  through  the  Severn  to 
Shrewsbury,  Gloucejler,  and  Brijrol,  and  through  the- 
Trent  tQ  Gainsborough  and  Hull9  from  which  place 
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goods  are  brought  by  water,  at  much  lefs  rate  than 
the  former  core  of  land-carriage  ;  and  many  hands 
are  now  employed  in  extending  the  communication 
to  Leverpool,  through  the  Merfey.  Thefe,  however,, 
are  not  the  only  advantages  reaped  from  this  truly 
ufeful  work :  The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  country  through  which  the  naviga- 
tion runs,  being  accommodated  with  moil  agreeable 
walks,  for  many  miles  together,  along  the  delightful 
banks  of  the  canal. 

But  what  is  mofl:  worthy  of  obfervation,  is  the 
manufactory  carried  on  at  Soho,  in  Handfw'orth  pa- 
rifh,  two  miles  diftant  from  Birmingham,  by  MeflY 
Bolton  and  Fothergill.  The  building  confifts  of  four 
fquares,  with  mops,  warehoufes,  &c.m  for  a  thoufand 
workmen,  who,  in  a  great  variety  of  branches,  excel 
in  their  different  departments,  not  only  in  the  fabri- 
cation of  buttons,  buckles,  boxes,  trinkets,  &c.  in 
gold,  filver,  and  a  variety  of  compofitions  ;  but  in- 
many  other  arts  long  predominant  in  France,  which 
lofe  their  reputation  on  a  comparifon  with  the  product 
of  this  place  :  And  it  is  by  the  natives  hereof,  or  of 
the  parts  adjacent,  (whofe  emulation  and  tafte  the 
proprietors  have  fpared  no  care  or  expence  to  excite 
and  improve)  that  it  is  brought  to  its  prefent  flou- 
rifhing  ftate  :  The  number  of  ingenious  mechanical 
contrivances  they  avail  themfelves  of,  by  the  means 
of  water-mills,  much  facilitate  their  work,  and  fave 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  labour.  The  plated  work 
has  an  appearance  of  folid  filver,  more  efpecially 
when  compared  with  that  of  any  other  manufactory. 
Their  excellent  ornamental  pieces,  in  or-moulu, 
have  been  admired  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  not 
only  of  this  kingdom,  but  of  all  Europe,  and  are 
allowed  to  furpafs  any  thing  of  the  kind  made  abroad. 
Some  articles  lately  executed  in  filver  plate,  fhew, 
that  tafte  and  elegance  of  defign  prevail  here  in  a 
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fuperior  degree,  and  are,  with  mechanifm  and  che- 
miftry,  happily  united. 

The  environs  of  this  building  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  a  barren  and  uncultivated  heath  ;  but  now  con- 
tains many  boufes,  and  wears  the  appearance  of  a 
populous  country.  Notwithstanding  the  number  of 
people  in  that  parifh  is  double  what  it  was  a  few 
years  ago,  yet  the  poors-rates  are  diminifhed,  which 
is  a  Striking  inftance  of  the  good  effe&s  of  induftry. 

Without  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  fome 
correfpondent,  or  perfon  known  at  the  manufactory, 
a  ftranger  will  find  it  difficult  to  get  admittance. 
This  caution  is  not  improper,  as  perfons  have  been 
known  to  vifit  the  manufactories  of  this  town,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  particular  information. 

The  next  object  is  Mr.  Clay's  manufactory  for  ja- 
panning, &c.  making  paper  cafes,  ftands,  waiters, 
tea-boards,  coach-pannels,  &c.  all  of  paper,  finely 
varnifhed  and  painted.  The  work  here  is  curious, 
ingenious,  and  deferving  of  both  praife  and  encou- 
ragement. Mr.  Taylor's  button,  &c.  manufactory  ; 
Mi".  Ray's  whip  making,  C5V.  cifr.  are  all  well  worth 
feeing  ;  but,  if  the  ftranger  cannot  procure  letters  of 
recommendation  to  all,  he  muft  lay  out  a  little  mo- 
ney. 

Such  a  fpirit  of  induftry  reigns  among  all  ranks  of 
people  here,  that  every  individual  contributes  to  the 
execution  of  fome  of  the  ufeful  or  ornamental  me- 
chanic arts,  of  which  fuch  an  infinite  variety  are 
here  carried  on  :  The  women,  and  even  children, 
earn  their  livelihood,  by  aflifting  in  the  fabrication  of 
toys,  trinkets,  and  other  things.  Nor  is  the  educa- 
tion of  the  rifing  generation  in  the  ufe  of  letters  here- 
by left  unattended  to,  evening  fchools  being  kept,  in 
every  part  of  the  town,  to  which  the  little  artifts  refort, 
for  the  inftruc~tion  of  their  tender  minds,  after  they 
have  performed  their  bodily  labour. 

We  could  by  no  means  pafs  the  town  of  Warwick, 
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the  diftance  being  but  about  12  miles  from  Coventry^ 
and  a  very  pleafant  way  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Avon  :  It  is  famous  for  being  the  refidence  of  Guy, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  of  whom  tradition  has  given  us 
many  fabulous  accounts.  He  flourished  in  the  reign 
of  Athelflane,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  by 
compact,  in  fingle  combat  with  Colbrond  the  Dane,  a 
man  of  gigantic  ftature,  whom  he  flew.  They  {hew 
us  here  his  caftle,  his  helmet,  his  fword,  and  tell 
abundance  of  things  of  him,  which  have  fome  appear- 
ance of  hiftory,  though  not  much  authority  to  fup- 
port  them.  The  caftle,  they  tell  us,  was  built  be- 
fore our  Saviour's  time,  and  has  been  a  place  of  great 
confideration  ever  fince. 

Warwick  is  really  a  fine  town,  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Avon,  over  which  is  a  large  and 
{lately  bridge,  the  Avon  being  now  grown  a  pretty 
large  river.  Warwick  has  fuffered  much  from  all 
quarters.  It  was  once  deflroyed  by  the  Picls  and 
Scots ;  after  which,  the  famous  Caraclacus  (who  at 
the  head  of  the  Si  lures  oppofed  the  Romans  fo  long), 
rebuilt  it,  erecting  there  alfo  a  palace  for  himfelf. 
Then  the  Romans  under  O/iorius,  and  after  them  the 
Saxons,  greatly  damaged  it  j  and  laftly,  the  ravaging 
Danes  ruined  it. 

Though  it  was  a  corporation  by  prescription,  yet 
it  took  a  charter  from  Philip  and  Mary,  and  after- 
wards from  James  I.  and  Is  now  governed  by  a  bailiff, 
and  12  burgefTes.  It  has  an  hand  fome  {tone^-built 
market-houfe,  upheld  by  pillars  ;  and  here  is  a  good 
free-fchool,  and  four  hofpitals,  one  of  them  well 
endowed  for  12  decayed  gentlemen,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  20/.  a  year  for  each,  and  50/.  for  a  chaplain. 
Though  it  has  been  accounted  an  handfome  well- 
built  town,  yet  the  face  of  it  is  now  quite  altered 
and  improved  \  for  having  been  almoft  wholly  re- 
duced to  an  heap  of  rubbim,  by  a  terrible  fire,  which' 
happened  the  5th  day  of  September  1694,  by  the  mere 
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accident  of  a  fpark  being  blown  from  a  ftick,  as  it 
was  carried  acrofs  a  lane,  to  the  damage  of  96,000/. 
It  was  rebuilt  by  a&  of  parliament,  and  that  in  fo 
noble  and  beautiful  a  manner,  that  few  towns  in 
England  make  fo  fine  an  appearance. 

The  church  and  lofty  tower  are  new  built,  except 
the  eaft  end,  which  is  old,  and  very  .goody  work. 
There  are  many  fine  brafs  monuments  of  the  Earls  of 
Warwick^  and  others ;  alfo  one  of  the  Larl  of  EJfex9 
Queen  Elizabeth's  unhappy  favourite  ;  and  many 
chapels  and  confeftionaries.  In  the  chapter-houfe  on 
the  north  fide,  is  a  tomb  of  the  Lord  Brooke.  The 
caftle  ftands  upon  the  river  Avon,  on  a  folid  rock, 
from  whofe  bowels  that  and  the  whole  town  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  dug.  1  he  terrace  of  the  caftle 
overlooks  a  beautiful  country  ;  one  fees  the  Avon 
running  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  from  above  50 
feet  perpendicular  height ;  for  the  folid  rock,  from 
the  river  on  which  it  ftands,  is  40  feet  high,  but  on 
the  north  fide  it  is  even  with  the  town.  The  build- 
ing is  old,  but  has  been  often  repaired  and  beauti- 
fied ;  and  it  is  now  a  very  agreeable  ftructure,  both 
within  and  without.  The  apartments  are  very  nicely 
contrived,  and  the  communication  of  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  building,  one  with  another,  is  fo  well 
preferved  by  galleries,  and  by  the  great  hall,  which 
is  very  magnificent,  that  one  finds  no  irregularity  in 
the  whole  building,  notwithftanding  its  ancient  plan, 
as  it  was  a  caftle  built  for  ftrength,  rather  than  a  pa- 
lace to  dwell  in  for  pleafure. 

A  ftone  bridge,  with  a  dozen  arches,  is  at  the 
caftle  ;  acrofs  is  a  ftone-work  dam,  where  the  water 
falls  over  it  as  a  cafcade,  under  the  caftle  wall.  It 
is  fenced  with  a  deep  mound,  and  ftrong  embattled 
double  walls,  and  lofty  towers.  On  one  fide  the  area 
is  a  very  high  mount.  There  are  good  apartments 
and  lodgings  next  the  river,  the  refidence  of  the  Earl 
of  Warwick.     The  priory>  on  the  north-eaft  of  the 
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town,  overlooks  a  pleafant  woody  vale.     There  are 
a  great  many  curious  original   pictures  in  the  cattle, 
by  Vandyke^  and  other  good  hands,  of  kings,  queens, 
and  other  noble  perfonages,  both  Englijh  and  foreign. 

Wednefday  and  Saturday  are  the  market-days ;  and 
it  holds  fix  fairs,  which  are,  the  firft  Saturday  in 
Leni^  May-day  y  Midfummer-day^  St.  Bartholomew's^ 
Michaehnas,  and  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude.  It  fends 
two  members  to  parliament.  In  May  1757,  an  act 
patted  for  raifing  4000/.  ^by  a  county  rate,  for  re- 
building a  fhire-hail  at  Warwick  ;  which  was  accor- 
dingly erected,  and  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
commodious  in  England.  The  two  courts  are  very 
well  contrived ;  and,  by  means  of  a  falfe  floor, 
moveable  at  pleafure,  the  hall  may,  at  any  time,  be 
rendered  a  convenient  ball-room,  to  which  purpofe 
it  is  applied  during  the  time  of  the  races,  or  any 
other  public  occafion. 

A  mile  out  of  the  town,  on  the  fide  of  an  hill,  is 
a  pretty  retiring  cell,  called  Guy-Cliffs  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  hermitage  to  which  that  hero  retire'd 
after  his  martial  exploits.  In  an  old  chapel  is  Guys 
ftatue,  eight  feet  high.  The  fence  of  the  court  is 
entire  rock,  in  which  are  cut  {tables  and  out-houfcs. 

Near  this  place,  at  Legers-AJhhy  in  Northampton- 
Jhire^  has  been  an  old  town,  as  they  fay,  deftroyed 
by  the  Danes.  Catesby,  who  hatched  the  powder- 
plot,  owned  the  town. 

We  went  on  to  Daventry,  a  confiderable  market- 
town,  governed  by  a  mayor,  alderman,  fteward,  and 
12  freemen.  It  lies  on  the  great  road  to  Chejler,  and 
is  confequently  a  great  thoroughfare,  and  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  good  inns  ;  for  it  fubfifis  chiefly  by  the 
great  concourfe  of  travellers  that  pafs  that  way.  It 
lies  alfo  on  the  old  IVatling-Jlreet  way. 

From  Daventry  we  went  a  little  out  of  the  road, 
to  fee  a  great  camp  called  Burrow-hill,    upon  the 
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north  end  of  an  eminence,  covered  over  with  fern 
and  grofs.  They  fay  this  was  a  Danljh  camp,  and 
every  thing  hereabouts  is  attributed  to  the  Danes, 
becaufe  of  the  neighbouring  Daventry,  which  they 
fuppofe  to  have  been  built  by  them.  The  road  here- 
abouts too  being  overgrown  with  Dane-weed,  they 
fancy  it  fprang  from  the  blood  of  the  Danes,  flain  in 
battle  ;  and  that  if,  upon  a  certain  day  in  the  year, 
you  cut  it,  it  bleeds. 

Originally,  it  feems  to  have  been  Roman,  but  per- 
haps new-modelled  by  the  Danes. 

In  Norton  town  road  a  Cornu  Ammonls  lies  neglect- 
ed, too  big  to  bring  away. 

At  Weedon  is  Ihewn  the  fite  of  King  Wolfhere's 
palace>the  Saxon  kings  of  this  province  relidinghere. 

The  paftures  called  the  AJhes  are  the  Roman  camp. 
St.  Werberg,  daughter  of  King  Wolfhere,  and  abbefs 
to  the  nunnery  in  this  place,  had  here  a  chapel. 
Abundance  of  very  fine  ftone,  and  many  Roman  coins 
have  been  dug  up.  Weedon  now  contains  two  pa- 
rifhes,  and  has  been  a  market-town. 

Old  Stratford  ftands  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Ouze  to  Stony-Stratford.  In  the  fields  thereabouts 
are  found  many  Roman  coins.  A  little  north  of  the 
Horfe-Jhoe  inn  ftood  Queen  Eleanor's  crofs,  which  was 
pulled  down  in  the  civil  wars. 

To  the  weft  of  Stratford  ftands  Whadden-hall,  the 
feat  of  the  late  Brown  Ellis,  Efq;  the  great  antiqua- 
rian, author  of  the  Survey  of  Cathedrals,  &c.  upon 
very  high  ground,  affording  a  beautiful  profpecl:. 
This  manor  formerly  belonged  to  the  Lords  Grey ; 
one  of  whom,  a  knight  of  the  garter,  is  buried  in 
the  church.  Here  is  the  original  picture  of  Dr. 
Willis,  the  progenitor  of  the  p relent  pofleflbr,  with 
many  of  his  MSS.  letters,  confultations,  and  lec- 
tures, and  other  works,  unpubliihed.  The  poets 
Spenfer,  and  the  Duke  of  Bucks,  honoured  this  place 
with   their  rcfidence.      Still   higher  ftands   Stukeley. 

'I  he 
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The  church  is  very  entire,  though  built  before  the 
Norman  invanon,  in  the  plain  ancient  manner. 

I  now  come  to  Northampton,  an  ancient  borough* 
town,  incorporated  by  King  Henry  II:  and  confirmed 
by  King  "James  I.  Several  parliaments  have  been  hejd 
here,  on  account  of  its  healthful  and  agreeable  fitua- 
tion,  befides  its  being  the  handfomeft  town  in  this 
part  of  England \  but  here,  as  at  Warwick,  the  beauty 
of  it  is  owing  to  its  difafter;  for  it  was  fo  effectually 
burnt  down,  Sept.  20.,  1675,  that  very  few  houfes 
were  left  Handing.  It  is  now  finely  rebuilt  with, 
brick  and  ftone,  and  the  ftreets  made  fpacious  and 
wide.  It  has  two  hofpitals,  and  a  charity-fchool 
well  endowed.  The  market-place  is  fquare  and  fpa- 
cious ;  the  aflize-houfe  is  built  after  the  Corinthian 
order.  Here  are  four  parifh-churches,  All-Saintsr 
St.  Giles's,  St.  Sepulchre's,  and  St.  Peter's.  All- 
Saints,  or  A  11- Hallows  church,  is  a  pretty  edifice, 
with  a  copula,  and  a  noble  portico  before  it,  of  eight 
lofty  Ionic  columns.  Upon  the  balluftrade  is  a  ftatue: 
of  King  Charles  II.  It  is  fituated  on  the  north-weft, 
of  the  river  Nyne,  lately  made  navigable  to  this  town. 
Augujl  7,  1761,  the  undertaking  was  completed,  and 
38  barges  loaden  with  coals  and  other  goods  came  to 
the  wharf  at  the  fouth  bridge  with  great  rejoicing. 
There  is  hardly  a  more  beautiful  vale,  than  that 
through  which  this  river  runs  from  Northampton  to 
Peterborough.  Over  the  river  are  two  handfome 
bridges,  walled  in  ;  and  on  the  weft  fide  are  the  re- 
mains of  an  old  caftle,  upon  an  eminence.  It  is  go- 
verned by  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  &c.  and 
fends  two  members  to  parliament.  All-Saints  church 
before  mentioned  is  a  noble  ftru&ure,  and  ftands  in 
a  center  where  four  large  noble  ftreets  terminate. 
The  public  buildings,  the  infirmary,  gaol,  and  (e(^ 
fion-houfe,  are  efteemed  among  the  fineft  that  can  be 
feen  in  any  county-town  in  England,  being  all  new 
built. 

The 
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The  great  inn  called  the  George,  at  the  corner  of 
the  High-Jlreet,  looks  more  like  a  palace  than  an  inn, 
coft  above  2000/.  building  ;  and  fo  generous  was  the 
owner,  that,  as  we  are  told,  when  he  had  built  it, 
he  gave  it  to  the  poor  of  the  town. 

This  is  counted  the  center  of  all  the  horfe-markets 
and  horfe-fairs  in  England,  there  being  here  no  lefs 
than  feven  fairs  in  a  year.  And  indeed  Northampton 
is  reckoned  the  navel  of  England.  Here  they  buy 
horfes  of  all  forts,  as  well  for  the  faddle  as  for  the 
coach  and  cart;  and  hither  all  the  jockeys  from  Lon- 
don refort  to  purchafe  horfes. 

Caftle-Ajhby,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Northampton, 
with  the  modern  improvements  of  the  grounds  about 
it  by  Mr.  Brown,  are  well  worth  the  infpe&ion  of 
the  curious  traveller. 

Near  Northampton  is  the  ancient  Royal  Houfe  of 
Holmeby,  which  was  formerly  in  great  efteem,  and  by 
its  fituation  is  capable  of  being  made  a  truly  royal 
palace.  The  houfe  and  eftate  was  purchafed  by  the 
iate  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  is  at  prefent  pof- 
fefied  by  a  farmer,  who  has  pulled  down  part  of  the 
out-houfes,  and  converted  the  remaining  part  into 
barns,  ftables,  &c» 

A  little  way  off  Northampton  is  Nafeby,  where  the 
bloody  and  fatal  battle  was  fought  between  the  royal- 
ifts  and  parliamentarians,  upon  a  fine  plain,  where 
at  prefent  ftands  a  windmill ;  and  on  it  are  the  marks 
of  feveral  great  holes,  where  the  flain  were  buried  ; 
'  and  near  this  is  Guild/borough,  fo  named  from  a  Ro- 
man camp,  of  a  fquare  form,  and  a  deep  ditch  called 
'The  Burrows. 

Towcejler  is  a  confiderable  town  between  two  ri- 
vulets, which  encompafs  it  almoft  round.  It  is  an 
handfome  place,  well  provided  for  the  reception  of 
travellers.  It  is  of  large  extent,  and  very  populous. 
Towcejler  is  a  pretty  town,  of  Roman  antiquity  ; 
through  which,  in  a  itrait  line,  runs  the  Watling- 

Jlreet. 
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Jlreet.  The  inhabitants  of  all  age's  are  here  employed 
in  a  filken  manufacture,  and  lace-making.  The  town 
confifts  of  one  long  ftreet,  and  is  almoft  entirely  en- 
compafled  with  wTater. 

EaJlon-Neftony  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Pom/ret,  near 
Tozvcejler,  is  a  ftately  building,  and  ftands  pleafantly, 
amidlf  good  plantations  of  wood,  viftas,  and  fine 
profpe&s ;  but  with  very  bad  roads  about  it,  parti- 
cularly a  confiderable  one  from  Northampton  through 
lovucejhr  and  Oxford  to  Bath,  In  the  grand  view 
to  the  back  front,  beyond  the  garden,  is  a  large 
canal ;  and  juft  below  the  gardens,  the  meadows, 
which  are  of  great  extent,  lie  open  to  the  view  of 
the  houfe  j  and  the  river  ferpentizing  through  thefe, 
gives  a  great  beauty  to  the  feat.  Several  curious 
pictures  are  in  the  houfe.  But  what  was  the  princi- 
pal glory  of  this  feat,  was  the  vaft  number  of  Greek  and 
Roman  marbles,  ftatues,bufto,s,bas-reliefs,  urns,  altars, 
&c.  part  of  the  invaluable  collection  of  the  great 
Earl  of  Arundel,  which  were  lately  prefented  by  the 
Countefs-Dowager  of  Pom/ret  to  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford.  The  hall  is  a  fine  lofty  room,  and  the  great 
Hairs  are  painted  in  frefco  by  Sir  James  ThornhilL 

The  houfe  late  the  Earl  of  Sunderland's,  at  Al- 
thorpe,  (now  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Earl  Spencer , 
and  gives  title  to  his  eldeft  fon)  has  within  thefe  few 
years  changed  its  face  much  to  advantage.  This  an- 
cient feat  was  rebuilt,  with  great  improvement,  by 
Robert  Earl  of  Sunderland,  great-grandfather  to  the 
prefent  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  is  particularly  noted 
for  a  magnificent  gallery,  furnifhed  with  a  large  col- 
lection of  curious  paintings,  by  thebeft  hands  ;  and 
in  the  apartments  below-flairs  is  a  ftill  more  valuable 
one,  of  moft  of  the  greater!:  mailers  in  Europe.  So 
that  there  are  very  few  collections  of  pictures  in  Eng- 
land better  worth  the  curiofity  of  a  traveller  than 
this.     The  library  is  likewife  particularly  curious. 

The  park  is  laid  out  and  planted  after  the  manner 
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©f  that  at  Greenwich  1  and  was  defigned  by  Le  Notre , 
the  fame  perfon  v/ho  planted  St.  James's  park,  and 
CaJJioberry,  as  alio  feveral  other  parks  and  gardens  in 
England, 

There  is  a  noble  piece  of  water  in  the  park,  and 
at  a  convenient  diftance  from  the  houfe  is  lately  built 
an  handfome  fquare  of  offices  ;  and  near  thefe  is  a 
large  kitchen-garden,  finely  walled  and  planted,  in 
which  is  an  handfome  building  for  the  refidence  of 
the  gardener,  which  is  a  model  of  an  Italian  villa. 

From  hence  we  went  north  towards  Harbor  ough9 
and  in  the  way,  we  faw  Boughton,  the  noble  feat  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Montagu,  an  houfe  built  by  the  firft 
Duke,  very  much  after  the  model  of  the  palace  of 
Ver failles. 

The  hall  is  a  very  noble  room  ;  on  the  cieling  is 
a  convocation  of  the  gods,  admirably  painted,  as  arc 
many  fuits  of  rooms,  flair-cafes,  galleries,  &c.  be- 
iides  the  great  number  of  portraits  and  other  curious 
pictures.  The  gardens  contain  90  acres,  adorned 
with  ftatues,  flower- pots,  urns  of  marble  and  metal, 
many  very  large  bafons,  with  variety  of  fountains 
playing,  aviaries,  refervoirs,  fifh-ponds,  canals,  wil- 
derneflfes,  terraces,  &c.  The  cafcade  is  very  fine, 
and  a  whole  river,  running  through  the  length  of  the 
gardens,  is  diverfified  moft  agreeably  to  complete  its 
beauty  *. 

The  park  is  walled  round  with  brick,  and  finely 
planted  with  trees,  in  excellent  order.  This  fine 
feat  now  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Montagu,  who  mar- 
ried one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Duke  of  Mon- 
tagu. 

A  mile  off  is   Gedd'mgton,  where,    in  a  Triviumy 

*  The  plenty  of  water  was  what  probably  recommended  this  low  fpot. 
The  great  Duke  of  Marlborough  being  on  a  vifit  here,  laid  to  the  noble 
owner,  "I  think  your  Grace's  Waterworks  are  laid  to  be  finer  than  the 
JF'rctuk  king's."  The  reply  was  wonderfully  gre?.t  :  i{  Your  Grace's 
Fip  ewsrkf  are." 

Vol.  II.  S  fhnds 
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Hands  one  of  the  {lone  crofles,  built  by  King  Ed- 
ward I.  in  memory  of  his  Queen  Eleanor.  Thefe 
are  faid  to  be  the  places  where  the  corpfe  of  that 
princefs  refled,  and  croffes  were  erected  ;  Lincoln, 
Newark,  Leicejler,  Geddington,  Northampton,  Stoney- 
Stratford,  Dunfiable,  St.  Albans,  Waltham,  Totten- 
ham High  Crofs,  Cheap  fide,  and  Char ing-Crofs. 

Near  Brifivjorih  fhmds  Maidwell,  the  elegant  feat 
of  Ja?ne s  Scawen,  Efq;  Likewife  Lamport,  the  refi- 
dence  of  Sir  Juflinian  Ijham,  Bart.  Nearer  to  Har- 
horough  is  a  fine  plantation  of  trees,  a  delightful 
piece  of  water,  and  a  handfome  houfe,  called  Kel- 
marjh,  belonging  to  William  Hanbury,  Efq; 

On  Willoughby  fide  of  the  road  is  an  hillock,  called 
Crofs-hill,  where  the  country  people  obferve  an  an- 
niverfary  feftival.  JVillonghby  brook  plays  in  delight- 
ful meanders  along  a  valley  between  corn-fields, 
with  a  moderate  water,  unlefs  raifed  by  rains.  Here 
ieveral  brafs  and  filver  coins  have  been  found,  and 
ibme  of  gold.  The  people  have  a  notion  of  great 
riches  being  hid  under-ground  ;  and  there  is  a  vulgar 
report,  that  under  one  Balk  or  Mere,  that  is,  divi- 
fion,  between  the  plowed  fields,  there  is  as  much 
money  as  would  purchafe  the  whole  lordfhip ;  but 
they  dare  not  dig,  they  pretend,  for  fear  of  fpirits. 
Mofaic  pavements,  coins,  pot-hooks,  fire-fhovels, 
&c.  have  been  alfo  found. 

In  Willoughby  town  is  an  handfome  crofs  of  one 
ftone,  five  yards  long.  The  parliament-foldiers  had 
tied  ropes  about  it  to  pull  it  down  ;  but  the  vicar 
quenched  their  zeal  with  fome  flrong  beer,  after 
having  harangued  them  concerning  its  innocence. 

At  Cojfington,  near  the  river  Wrek,  is  a  vaft  bar- 
row, 350  feet  long,  120  broad,  40  high,  or  near  it, 
very  handfomely  worked  up  on  the  fides,  and  very 
fteep.  It  is  called  Shipley-hill,  from  a  great  captain 
of  that  name,  who,  they  fay,  was  here  buried.  On 
the  top  are  feveral  oblong  doubled  trenches  cut  in 

the 
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the  turf,  where  the  lads  and  lafTes  of  the  adjacent 
villages  meet  on  E  after -Monday,  to  recreate  them- 
felves  with  cakes  and  ale. 

At  Erdborough  is  a  ftrong  Roman  camp,  800  feet 
long,  of  a  delightful  profpedt. 

But  I  muft  not  omit  the  town  of  Wellhiborough  in 
the  county  of  Northampton.  It  was  a  large,  well- 
built,  and  well-inhabited  town,  with  a  fine  church 
and  free-fchool,  A  dreadful  fire,  which  happened 
here  in  July  1738,  has  made  the  town  ftill  more  beau- 
tiful, though  the  pccafion  was  too  melancholy  to  be 
wifhed  for.  It  began  at  a  dyer's  houfe  in  the  town, 
about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  fpace  of  fix  hours 
confumed  near  220  houfes,  befides  out-houfes,  barns, 
ftables,  &c.  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of 
800,  moftly  in  the  fouth  and  eaft  parts  of  the  town. 
The  town  is  populous,  and  carries  on  a  great  trade 
in  corn  ;  there  is  alfo  a  confiderable  manufacture  of 
lace,  which,  it  is  faid,  returns  5c/.  a  week  into  the 
town,  one  week  with  another.  The  moemakers  are 
faid  to  be  five  hundred  in  number  :  The  leather  comes 
down  from  London,  and  is  returned  in  ihoes.  There 
is  a  chalybeate  well  about  half  a  mile  long  to  the 
northward,  from  whence  the  town  is  iuppofed  to  have 
received  its  name. 

From  Boughton  we  went  on  to  Harborough,  a  good 
market- town,  and  great  thoroughfare,  (which  has  a 
good  free-fchool,  and  an  handfome  church,  though 
properly  only  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  Great  L'ozvden,  its 
parifh,  which  ferves  only  for  a  burying-place)  in- 
tending to  go  forward  to  Leicejhr ;  but  curiofity 
turned  us  weft  a  little,  to  fee  Lutterworth,  famous 
for  being  the  living  of  John  WickUffc,  the  firfl  preach- 
er of  the  Reformation  in  England,  whofe  difciples 
were  afterwards  called  Lollards. 

The  church  was  lately  beautified,  and  paved  with 
a  coftly  pavement  of  chequered  flone  5  the  pews  are 
S  2  new, 
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new,  and  every  thing,  both  in  church  and  chan- 
cel, of  thick  oak  planks,  except  the  pulpit,  which 
is  preferved  on  account  of  its  being  Wickliffe's. 

Being  thus  got  a  little  out  of  our  way,  we  turned 
weft  into  the  Watling-Jlreet  way,  at  High-crofs,  where 
the  FoJJe  crones  it,  and  which,  I  fuppofe,  occafioned 
the  name,  leaving  Rugby  in  JVarwickJhire,  a  fmall 
town,  noted  only  for  a  great  number  of  butchers, 
on  the  fouth-weft  of  us.  At  this  crofs  we  feemed 
to  be  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  higheft  ground  in 
England ;  (though  Camden  fuppofes  Penn,  in  Bucks, 
to  be  fo)  for  from  hence  rivers  run  every  way.  The 
Fojfe  went  a-crofs  the  backfide  of  our  inn,  towards 
Bath,  Here  are  divers  Roman  antiquities  :  its  an- 
cient appellation  was  Benonce.  The  late  Earl  of 
Denbigh  (whofe  feat  is  at  Newnham  Paddox,  in  War- 
wick jhire)  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood, 
erected  here  a  crofs  of  an  handfome  defign,  but  of 
mouldering  ftone,  through  the  deceit  of  the  archi- 
tect. It  confifts  of  four  Doric  columns,  regarding 
the  four  roads,  with  a  gilded  globe  and  crofs  at  top, 
upon  a  fun  dial.  On  two  fides,  between  the  four 
Tufcan  pillars,  which  compofe  a  fort  of  pedeftal,  are 
Latin  infcriptions,  which  may  be  thus  tranflated  : 

The  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  ornaments  of  the  neigh- 
bouring counties  of  Warwick  and  Leicefter,  at  the' 
in/lances  of  the  Right  Honourable  Bafil  Earl  of 
Denbigh,  have  caufed  this  pillar  to  be  erecled,  in 
grateful  as  well  as  perpetual  remembrance  of  Peace 
at  laft  reftored  by  her  Majejiy  Queen  Anne,  in  the 
Tear  of  our  Lord  17 12. 

On  the  other  Side. 

If,  traveller,  you  fearch  for  the  foot  ft  eps  of  the  ancie?it 

Romans,  here  you  may  behold  them.     For  here  their 

mojl  celebrated  military  ways,    croffing  one  another, 

extend  u  the  utmoft  boundaries  of  Britain  ;  here  the 

"   Ven- 
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Vennones  kept  their  quarters ;  andj  at  the  diftance 
of  one  mile  from  hence,  Claudius,  a  certain  com- 
mander of  a  cohort,  feems  to  have  had  a  camp  toward 
the  Street,  *  and  toward  the  Foffe  a  tomb. 

To  proceed,  we  kept  the  Street-way  till  we  came 
into  the  Leicefterfoire  road,  which  we  followed  north- 
weft  to  Hinkley,  a  populous  market-town,  very  plea- 
fantly  iituated  on  an  hill.  This  town  is  noted  for  a 
large  commodious  church,  and  an  high  fpire-fteeple, 
all  of  ftone,  in  which  is  a  chime  of  fix  excellent 
bells.  A  very  extenfive  trade  is  here  carried  on  in 
the  Socking  manufactory.  An  endowment  was  long 
fince  made  for  instituting  a  grammar  fchool  in  this 
town  -,  but  no  ufe  was  made  of  it  till  the  year  1778, 
when  the  laudable  exertions  of  a  new  vicar  effectu- 
ated the  liberal  difpofition  of  the  donor. 

From  hence  we  turned  weft,  and  came  to  Nun- 
Eaton,  an  ordinary  manufacturing  town,  on  the  ri- 
ver Anker,  and  then  northward  to  Atherjion ;  and 
fo  made  a  kind  of  ferpentizing  Tour  of  it  along 
the  borders  of  the  two  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Leicefter,  fometimes  in  one,  and  fometimes  in  the 
other. 

Atherflon  is  a  market-town,  famous  for  a  great 
cheefe  fair  on  the  8th  of  September,  from  whence  the 
cheefe- factors  carry  the  vaft  quantities  of  cheefe  they 
buy  to  Siurbridge  fair,  which  begins  about  the  fame 
time,  but  holds  much  longer ;  and  here  it  is  fold  again, 
for  the  fupply  of  the  counties  of  EJfex,  Suffolk,  and 
Norfolk. 

Near  this  town  is  a  pleafant  little  feat  called  Me- 
reval,  belonging  to  Mr.  Stratford,  The  houfe  ftands 
on  the  edge  of  a  fteep  hill,  fo  as  to  command  a 
view  of  the   country  for   feveral   miles  3    and    from 


*  The  Wat ling- Street,    fimply  called   The   Street,    by  way  of  emi- 
nence. 
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the  parlour  there  is  a  profpe£t  of  a  rich  vale,  fcattered 
into  towns  and  woods,  i'o  intermixed  as  to  afford  a 
delightful  profpec~l. 

A  little  north- weft  of  Atherjlon  ftands  Pole/worthy 
formerly  a  market-town  ;  but  ilrrce  the  diflblution  of 
a  famous  nunnery  which  was  there,  the  market  has 
been  difcontinued. 

From  Aiherjhn  we  turned  eaft  again,  into  Leice- 
flerjhire^  to  fee  Bofujorth-field^  famous  for  the  great 
battle  which  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 
and  to  the  long  and  bloody  contention  between  the 
two  royal  houfes  of  York  and  Lancajhr  ;  which,  as 
fame  tells  us,  had  coil  the  lives  of  u  Princes,  23 
Earls  and  Dukes,  3000  noblemen,  knights,  and 
gentlemen,  and  200,cco  of  the  common  people. 
We  viewed  the  fpot  of  ground  where  the  battle 
was  fought  ;  and  at  the  town  they  fhewed  us  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  fwords,  heads  of  launces,  barbs  of 
arrows,  pieces  of  pole-axes,  and  fuch-like  inftru- 
ntents  of  death,  which  they  faid  were  found  by  the 
country-people  in  the  feveral  grounds  near  the  place 
of  battle,  as  they  had  occafion  to  dig,  or  trench,  or 
plough  the  ground. 

Within  three  miles  of  the  faid  place  is  an  ancient 
market-town,  of  the  fame  name,  lying  on  an  hill, 
in  a  very  healthy  and  pkafant  air,  and  has  a  good 
iree-fchocl.  The  foil  all  round  it  is  fruitful  both  for 
tillage  and  pafture. 

Hence  I  palled  directly  north  to  AJhhy  de  la  Zouch, 
on  the  fkirts  of  Derby/hire^  a  very  pleafant  town, 
lying  between  two  parks.  It  confifts  but  of  one 
itreet,  in  which  Hands  a  pretty  {tone  crofs :  the 
church  is  large  and  handfome,  and  it  is  noted  for  four 
■    I  horfe*- fail's  in  the  year. 

E    rl  of  Stamford  has  a  good  old  hunting  feat 
Je  of  the  country,  called  Bradgate,  and   a 
,rk  at  Grooby>  but  they  were  too  much  out  of  r 

our 
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our  way  j  fo  we  came  on  through  a  fine  foreft  to 
Leicefter. 

Leicefter  is  an  ancient,  large,  and  populous  town, 
containing  five  parishes  ;  it  is  the  capital  of  the 
county  of  that  name,  and  flands  on  the  river  Soar. 
It  is  a  borough  and  corporation-town,  governed  by 
a  mayor,  who  is  aliifled  by  a  recorder,  24  aldermen, 
and  48  common  council.  This  town  fends  two 
representatives  to  parliament.  Here  are  three  mar- 
kets weekly,  well  fupplied  with  provifions.  A  con- 
fiderable  manufacture  is  carried  on  here,  and  in  feve- 
ral  of  the  market- towns  around,  for  weaving  of  {lock- 
ings. Here  are  remains  of  a  temple  more  ancient, 
than  the  Roman  flate.  Antiquaries  fay,  that  it  was 
dedicated  to  the  god  Moloch  j  and  by  appearances 
it  feems  as  if  Sacrifices  had  been  made  in  it  to  fome 
deity. 

In  1 77 1 ,  an  infirmary  for  the  fick  and  wounded 
was  here  built,  which  receives  every  object  of  di- 
ftrefs. 

There  are  fome  good  old  feats  in  this  county,  with 
their  parks  ;  the  moll  remarkable  is  that  of  Hajlings 
Earl  of  Huntingdon.  The  Earl  Ferrers's  feat  at 
Stanton-Harold  is  as  large  as  a  little  town,  and  the 
gardens  adorned  with  ftatues.  At  his  gate  is  what 
may  be  called  a  late-built  church,  a  very  curious 
Structure  of  fquare  flone  -,  of  the  founder  whereof, 
an  inscription  on  the  front  gives  this  account : 

In  the  Tear  1 653, 
When  all  things  facred  throughout  the  nation 
Were  either  demolijhed  or  prophaned, 
Sir  Robert  Shirely,   hart,  founded  this  church  : 
Whofe  fingular  praife  it  isy  to  have  done 
The  bejl  things  in  the  worji  of  times. 

About   ten  miles   from  Leicefter^  ?nd  on  the  road 

to  Harboroughy  {lands  the  new-built  and  elegant  feat 

S  4  called 
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called  Gumley,  the  property  of  Jofeph  Cradock,  Efq; 
well  known  for  his  tafte  in  mufic  and  poetry. 

The  county  of  Leicefter  is  in  part  alfo  taken  up  in 
country  bufmefs,  more  particularly  in  breeding  and 
feeding  cattle.  Moft  of  the  gentlemen  are  grafiers  ; 
and  it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  grafiers  here  to 
rent  farms  from  500/.  to  20©o/.  a  year. 

The  fheep  bred  in  this  county  and  LincolnJhiret 
which  adjoins  to  it,  are,  without  comparifon,  the 
largefr,  and  bear  not  only  the  greater!:  weight  of 
£e£h  on  their  bones,  but  alfo  the  greateft  fleeces  of 
wool  on  their  backs  of  any  fheep  in  England :  and 
hence  it  is,  that  thefe  counties  become  vafr.  maga- 
zines of  wool  for  the  reft  of  the  nation :  nor  is  the 
wool  lefs  fine  becaufe  of  the  great  quantity;  but  as 
It  is  the  longer!  flaple,  as  the  clothiers  call  it,  fo  it  is 
the  fmeft  wool  in  the  ifland,  fome  few  places  ex- 
cepted ;  fuch  as  Lectninfter  in  Hereford/hire,  the 
South-Downs  in  Suffix,  &c.  where  the  quantity 
is  fmall  and  infignificant,  compared  to  this  part  of 
the  country  ;  for  the  (heep- breeding  country  reaches 
from  the  river  Anker,  on  the  border  of  Warwick- 
jhire,  to  the  Humber,  at  the  fartheft  end  of  Lin- 
tolnflnre,  which  is  near  100  miles  in  length;  and 
from  the  bank  of  Trent,  in  Lincolnjhire  and  Leicejler- 
jhire,  to  the  bank  of  Oufe,  bordering  on  Bucks,  Bed- 
ford,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon  mires,  above  60 
miles  in  breadth. 

Thefe  are  the  funds  of  fheep  which  furnifh  the 
city  of  London  with  their  large  mutton,  in  fuch  pro- 
digious quantities. 

The  horfes  bred  here  are  the  larger!  in  England^  _ 
being  generally  the  great  black  coach  and  dray- 
horfes  ;  of  which  fo  great  a  number  are  continually 
lent  up  to  London,  that  one  would  think  io  little  a 
fpot  as  this  of  Leicefterfhire  could  not  produce  fo 
many.  But  the  adjoining  counties  of  Northampton 
and  Bedford  have  of  late  come  into  the  fame  bufinefs. 

The 
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The  chief  fupply,  however,  is  from  this  county, 
from  whence  the  other  counties  rather  buy  them,  and 
feed  them  up  asjockeys  and  chapmen,  than  breed  them. 
In  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  county  rife  four 
confiderable  fecond-rate  rivers,  which  run  every  one 
a  directly  contrary  courfe,  in  a  moft  remarkable 
manner. 

1.  The  Avon  which  runs  by  Rugby ,  and  goes  away 
to  Warwick  fouth-weft. 

2.  The  Soar,  which  runs  by  Leicester,  and  goes  away 
to  the  Trent,  north-weft. 

3.  The  Anker,  which  runs  by  Nun-Eaton,  and 
goes  away  to  Atherjion,  north,  and  fo  on  to  Tam- 
worth,  weft. 

4.  The  JVelland,  which  runs  by  Harborough,  and 
goes  away  to  Stamford,  north-eaft. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  obferving,  that  as  the  town  of 
Leicejier  was  formerly  very  ftrong  and  well  fortified, 
being  advantageoufly  fituated  for  that  purpofe,  the 
river  covering  it  half-way  about,  fo  it  was  again  for- 
tified in  the  great  civil  war  ;  and,  being  garrifoned 
by  the  parliament  forces,  was  aflaulted  by  the  royalifts, 
who,  after  an  obftinate  defence,  took  it  fword  in 
hand,  which  occafioned  a  terrible  {laughter. 

They  preferve  here  a  remarkable  relique  of  an- 
tiquity, being  a  piece  of  Moja'ic  work  at  the  bottom 
of  a  cellar  ;  it  is  the  ftory  of  ASleon,  and  his  being 
killed  by  his  own  hounds,  wrought  as  a  pavement ; 
the  ftones  are  only  of  two  colours,  white  and  brown, 
and  very  fmall. 

The  caftle  here,  before  it  was  difmantled,  was  a 
prodigious  building.  It  was  the  court  of  the  great 
Henry  Duke  of  Lancaster,  who  added  to  it  26  acres 
of  ground ;  which  he  inclofed  with  a  very  ftrong 
wall  of  fquare  ftone,  18  feet  high,  and  called  it 
his  Novum  Opus,  vulgarly  now,  The  Newark,  where 
the  beft  houfes  in  or  near  Leicefter  are,  and  do  ftill 
continue  extraparochial.  The  lull  and  kitchen  of 
S  5  this; 
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this  place  remain  ftill  entire,  as  teftimonies  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  whole  ;  the  former  being  fo  lofty  and 
fpacious,  that  the  courts  of  juftice,  which  in  affize- 
time  are  held  there,  are  at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to 
give  no  difturbance  to  one  another.  There  are  fe- 
veral  gateways  to  enter  this  palace ;  and  that  which 
faces  the  eaft  has  an  arch,  deemed  a  curious  piece  of 
architecture;  over  which  in  the  tower  is  kept  the 
magazine  for  the  militia  of  the  county. 

Beneath  this  caftle  was  a  very  fair  collegiate 
hofpital,  in  the  church  whereof  Henry  Earl  of  Lan- 
caster, and  Henry  his  fon,  the  flrfr.  Duke  of  it,  were 
buried  :  the  hofpital  was  built  by  the  Duke  in  his  old 
age,  and  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  ioo 
j)oor  people.  Time  wore  out  the  very  walls  ;  but 
his  prefent  Majefty,  out  of  his  private  purfe,  lately 
rebuilt  this  hofpital,  and  now  the  aged  again  find  an 
afylum  in  it.  Another  hofpital  built  by  William 
Wigfton,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  is  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition  there.  The  mafterfhip  is 
faid  to  be  worth  400/.  a  year. 

Leicefor  is  the  Rates  Corifanorum  of  the  Romans. 
The  trace  of  the  Roman  wall  is  difcoverable  without 
difficulty,  efpecially  in  the  gardens  about  Senvy-gate, 
with  a  ditch,  which  is  very  vifible.  This  was  re- 
paired by  Edelfleda,  a  noble  Saxon  lady,  in  the  year 
914.  The  old  work,  called  Jury  Wall,  is  compofed 
of  ragflone  and  Roman  brick.  Here  are  vifible  re- 
mains of  a  temple,  or  fome  fuch  building. 

Not  far  off  is  a  place  called  Holy-bones,  where 
abundance  of  bones  of  oxen  have  been  dug  up, 
which  were  the  remains  of  the  Roman  facrifices. 

At  Leicejler  many  Roman  coins  were  found  ;  a  pot 
full  of  them  was  dug  up  at  the  entrance  into  White- 
friers.  There  are  alfo  many  great  foundations.  At 
St.  Mary  de  Pren's  abbey  a  body  was  dug  up,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Cardinal  Wolfey's. 

Since  its  diflblution.  it  has  been  made  a  dwelling- 

houfe, 
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houfe,  which  has  nothing  left  but  the  naked  walls; 
and  the  fpot  of  the  abbey  is  turned  into  a  garden. 
The  only  thing  worth  feeing  in  it  is,  a  pleafant  ter- 
race-walk, fupported  by  an  embattled  wall,  wfrh 
lunets  hanging  over  the  river,  and  fhaded  with  trees. 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  St.  Margaret's  church 
was  an  epifcopal  fee,  and  was  very  fine.  Here,  fay 
fome,  King  Richard  III.  was  buried. 

Half  a  mile  fouthward  from  Leicejler,  upon  the 
edge  of  the  meadows,  is  a  long  ditch,  called  Raw- 
dikes  %  y  on  the  banks  of  which,  according  to  tradition, 
King  Charles  I.  flood  to  behold  the  ftorming  of  the 
town.     That  Prince  lay  at  the  vicarage  houfe    at 

MJktH 

South-eaft  of  Leicejler  lies  Belief  den,  a  market- town 
of  no  note  5  and  further  fouth  ftill  is  Hallaton,  ano- 
ther town  noted  for  its  poverty,  in  the  midft  of  a 
rich  foil. 

The  Fojfe-ivay  leads  from  hence  through  the  north- 
weft  part  of  this  county  ;  but,  entering  Nottingham- 
shire, it  inclines  north-eaft,  through  the  vale  of  Bel- 
voir ,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  of  Bever,  to  Newark. 
In  all  this  long  track  we  pafs  through  a  rich  and  fer- 
tile country,  having  in  our  courfe  north-eaftward  the 
noble  river  Trent,  for  20  miles  together,  often  in  our 
view. 

But  fome  miles  north  of  Leicejler  the  river  Wreky 
which  comes  from  the  north-eaft,  and  the  Soar9 
which  runs  north-weft,  form  a  kind  of  Y;  the  Soar9 
from  Leicejler  fouthward,  making  the  tail.  In  the 
courfe  1  aft- mentioned,  we  paffed  through  Montforrel 
and  Loughborough,  both  market-towns,  lying  on  the 
Fojfe,  which  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  Soar,  and 
makes  one  fide  of  the  Y.     The  firft  is  fituate  under  a 

*  Probably  the  Fsman  fummer  camp  of  the  garrifon  ftationed  at  Le't- 
csjier.  A  military  ftone,  with  an  infcription  to  Adrian  y  was  found  about 
fix  or  feven  years  ago,  in  or  near  the  top  in  ThurmaJion'Lane,  It  ftands 
now  in  the  turnpike  houfe  garden. 

S  6  great 
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great  eminence,  and  has  a  good  ftone  bridge  over  the 
Soar  ;  the  other  is  a  dirty,  ill  built  town,  in  rich 
meadows.  The  rectory  is  worth  600/.  per  Annum9 
and  belongs  to  Emanuel  college.  It  has  a  large 
church  and  a  free-fchool,  befides  a  charity-fchool  for 
80  boys,  and  another  for  20  girls. 

Melton- Mowbray,  is  a  fmall,  ill-built  town,  (four 
or  five  houfes  excepted)  but  has  a  confiderable  mar- 
ket for  cattle.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fertile  foil,  almoft 
furrounded  with  a  little  river  called  the  Eye,  over 
which  it  has  two  good  bridges  :  it  has  alfo  a  large 
handfome  church  with  a  fquare  tower,  and  exceed- 
ingly well  fitted  up  within.  Eurton-Lazars,  (once 
belonging  to  the  knights  of  Jerufalem)  is  an  hamlet 
to  this  parim,  as  are  Syfonby,  Freeby,  and  Welby, 
The  paflures  all  about  are  exceeding  good,  and  the 
appearance  pleafing. 
*  Waltham  on  the  Would,  (/.  e.  on  the  Downs)  is  a 
mean  market- town  ;  but  has  a  charity-fchool. 

Near  Loughborough  is  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon y  adorned  with  wood  and  water.  The  houfe 
is  old,  and  not  fo  well  fituated  as  could  be  wifhed  -> 
but  the  park  is  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  in 
this  county  j  and  the  feat  is  from  it  called  Donnlng- 
ton-Park. 

Belvoir-Cajlle,  ftanding  within  Lincoln/hire,  but  on 
the  edge  of  Leicejlerjlnre,  is  a  truly-noble  fituation, 
though  upon  a  very  high  precipice  ;  it  is  the  an- 
cient feat  of  the  Dukes  of  Rutland;  a  family  rifen, 
by  juft  degrees,  to  an  immenfe  height  both,  of  hon- 
our and  wealth. 

Bingham  in  Nottingham/hire  lying  in  our  way  to 
Newark,  we  paffed  through  it.  It  is  a  fmall  market- 
town  ;  but  is  noted  for  a  parfonage  of  great  value. 

At  Newark  one  can  hardly  fee,  without  regret,  the- 
ruins  of  that  famous  caftle,  which,  through  all  the. 

great 
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great  civil  war,  kept  a  ftrong  garrifon  for  the  King 
to  the  laft,  and  fo  cut  off  the  greateft  pafs  into  the 
north  j  nor  was  it  ever  taken,  till  the  King,  preffed 
by  the  calamity  of  his  affairs,  put  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  the  Scots  army,  which  lay  before  it,  and 
then  commanded  the  governor  to  deliver  it  up ;  after 
which  it  was  demoliihed,  that  the  great  road  might 
lie  open  and  free  :  there  are,  however,  noble  remains 
of  it  ftill  ;  the  walls  towards  the  river  being  very 
high  and  ftrong. 

The  caftle  was  built  by  Alexander  Bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln^ in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen.  But  a  much 
more  remarkable,  becaufe  more  beneficial  thing,  is 
the  vaft  new-raifed  road  from  this  caftle  over  the 
flat,  often  overflowed  by  the  Trent  for  more  than 
three  miles.  This  was  completed  above  five  or  fix 
years  ago  ;  and  whether  we  confider  the  greatnefs  or 
utility  of  the  work,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  greateft  of  the  kind  ever  executed  in  England. 
One  fimilar,  but  vaftly  inferior  in  fize,  has  been 
fince  formed  between  Godmanchejler  and  Huntingdon. 

This  town  was  certainly  raifed  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Roman  cities,  and  has  been  walled  about 
with  their  remains.  The  northern  gate  is  compofed 
of  ftones  feemingly  of  a  Roman  cut ;  and  perhaps 
they  had  a  town  here,  for  many  antiquities  are  found 
about  it.  Here  are  two  fine  ftone  croffes,  A  gentle- 
man digging  to  plant  fome  trees  in  the  Fojft  road- 
fide,  difcovered  four  urns  in  a  ftrait  line,  and  at 
equal  diftances,  in  one  of  which  was  a  brafs  Larey 
or  houfhold  god,  an  inch  and  half  long  3  but  much 
confumed  by  ruft. 

Newark  is  a  very  handfome  well  built  town,  fituate 
on  the  Trent,  under  the  government  of  a  mayor,  and 
12  aldermen.  The  market-place  is  a  noble  fquare,. 
and  the  church  is  large  and  fpacious,  with  a  curious 
fpire  -,  which,  were  not  Grantham  fo  near,  might 
pafs  for  the  fineft  and  higheft  in  this  part  of  Eng- 
land* 
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land.  The  Trent  divides  itfelf  here,  and  makes  an 
ifland,  and  the  bridges  lead  juft  to  the  foot  of  the 
caftle-wall  ;  fo  that  while  this  place  was  in  the  hands 
of  any  party,  as  I  have  before  hinted,  there  was  no 
travelling  but  by  their  leave  5  but  all  the  travelling 
into  the  north  at  that  time  was  hy  Nottingham  bridge. 
Newark  returns  two  members  to  parliament. 

The  public  charities  of  this  town  are  very  con- 
fiderable.  Dr.  Wiljon,  the  incumbent,  built  a  very 
pretty  ftreet  of  fmall  neat  houfes  for  poor  people, 
which  makes  an  opening  from  the  market-place  into 
the  country  :  fuch  kind  of  houfes  are  much  wanted 
in  moft  large  towns,  particularly  Bury,  and  fome 
others. 
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The  following  Particulars  came  to  Hand  too  late  to  be 
inferted  in  their  proper  Places, 

INstead   of  the  paragraph,  page  8  and  9,  *c  The 
towns  of  Barnftaple^  &c.  read  as  follows  : 

Of  the  towns  of  Barnftaple  and  Bideford,  the  firft 
is  moft  ancient,  and  returns  two  "members  to  par- 
liament. Bideford  has  of  late  years  flourifhed  much  ; 
but  the  town  of  Barnftaple^  on  account  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  fand-banks,  which  prevent  the  approach 
of  great  fhips  to  its  quay,  has  rather  declined  in 
foreign  trade. 

Page  9,  line  14,  dek9  ix  who  traffick  to  moft 
parts  of  the  world."     After  line  15,  page  11,  add: 

About  ten  or  twelve  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Barnftaple 
is  Southmolton,  a  large  thriving  town,  governed  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  and  18  capital  burgelTes,  two  of 
whom  are  aldermen.  This  body  corporate  is  the 
richeft  in  the  county,  except  Exeter.  They  have 
an  handfome  town-hall,  and  the  place  carries  on  a 
confiderable  woollen  trade. 

Between  this  place  and  Barnftaple  is  Cajlle-Hill, 
a  moft  noble  and  beautiful  feat,  belonging  to  Lord 
Forte/cue.  This  houfe  is  built  under  a  rock,  on  the 
declivity  of  a  hill,  over  and  around  which  are  groves 
of  fine  trees,  and  on  the  top  of  the  hill  is  a  caftle, 
commanding  an  extenfive  profpecl:.  The  ground 
before  the  houfe  is  laid  out  in  the  moft  beautiful  or- 
der. From  a  terrace  before  the  front,  you  defcend 
over  a  variety  of  Hopes,  with  groves  adjoining,  to  a 
fine  piece  of  water  in  a  bottom  ;  from  whence  the 
view  again  rifes,  between  the  groves,  to  the  top  of 
a  hill,  oppofite  the  front,  where  it  is  terminated  by 
8  a  hand- 
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a  handfome  triumphal  arch.  At  every  other  point 
of  view  from  this  houfe,  fome  agreeable  object  pre- 
fents  itfelf.  Every  ftru&ure  within  fight  affords  an 
agreeable  appearance  :  barns,  cots,  and  out-houfes, 
wear  the  fame  livery,  and  appear  as  white  as  fnow  ; 
and  while  you  difcover  in  one  a  church,  in  others 
the  furrounding  village,  the  reft  are  fcattered  in 
happy  fituations,  affording  a  delightful  intermixture 
with  nature,  and  filling  the  whole  with  the  lively 
and  agreeable. 

After  line  28,  page  13,  add  : 

The  town  was,  foon  after  this,  elegantly  rebuilt ; 
but  the  old  or  great  church,  not  being  large  enough 
to  contain  its  numerous  inhabitants,  a  chapel  was 
built  by  them,  and  was,  by  an  act,  in  1733?  made 
a  perpetual  cure.  In  the  great  church  was  a  chapel 
built  by  the  Earls  of  Devon,  the  Lords  of  the  Ma- 
nor, for  their  burial-place,  now  almoft  demolifhed, 
wherein  is  a  tomb  for  Ed.  Conrteny,  Earl  of  Devon,, 
and  his  Countefs,  on  which  were  their  effigies  in 
alabafter,  richly  gilt,  now  more  defaced  by  men  than 
by  time,  with  this  infcription  : 

Ho  !   bo  !  who  lies  here  ? 

'Tis  I,  the  good  Earl  of  Devonshire. 

With  Kate,  my  wife,  to  me  full  dear  : 

We  livyd  together  fifty -five  year. 

That  wefpent,  we  had; 

That  we  left,  we  loft  ; 

That  we  gave,  we  have* 

The  tapeftry  manufactory,  mentioned  in  page  15, 
we  are  now  told,  is  greatly  falling  off,  for  want  of 
proper  encouragement. 

Line  11,  page  15,  dele,  "  which  laft  is  exceed- 
ingly rich  in  filver." 

(The  gentleman  who  favoured  us  with  the  above,, 
will  find  his  other  particulars,  refpe£ting  this  county,, 
inferted  in  their  proper  places  in  the  firft  volume.) 

After 
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After  line  9,  page  137,  add:  Sion-Houfe,  the  feat 
of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  was  ori- 
ginally a  convent  founded  by  King  Henry  V.  for 
nuns  of  the  order  of  St.  Briget ;  but,  after  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  monafteries,  it  was  granted  to  the  pro- 
tector Duke  of  Somerfet,  who  built  a  very  fine  pa- 
lace here  out  of  the  ruins  ;  the  fhell  of  which  ftill 
remains  unaltered.  After  the  fall  of  that  great 
nobleman  \%  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  fo  continued 
till  Henry  Percy  ninth  Earl  of  Northiunberland  ob- 
tained firit'a  leafe,  and  afterwards  a  grant  of  it.  It 
thenceforth  continued  to  be  the  refidence  of  the  Earls 
of  Northumberland,  and  fo  defcended  to  their  great 
heirefs  and  reprefentative,  the  late  Duchefs  of  Nor- 
thumberland; who,  with  her  illuftrious  confort  the 
prefent  Duke,  foon  after  it  came  into  their  pofieffion, 
began  to  improve  and  embellifh  it;  and  have  now 
rendered  it  one  of  the  fineft  villas  in  Europe,  In- 
ftead  of  the  old  formal  garden,  furrounded  with  high 
walls,  which  intercepted  all  view  of  the  river,  here 
is  now  a  moil  delightful  extent  of  pleafure  ground, 
laid  out  in  the  fineft  lawns  and  flopes,  interfered  by 
a  mod  beautiful  ferpentine  river,  and  expanding  its 
fair  bofom  to  the  Thames,  which  feems  only  like  a 
noble  canal,  to  divide  thefe  from  Richmond  gardens  ; 
and,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  is  feen  from  every 
front  of  Sion-Houfe,  which  is  a  perfect  fquare,  em- 
battled and  ornamented  in  the  angles  with  embattled 
turrets.  His  Grace,  who  is  a  great  patron  and  judge 
of  the  fciences,  and  has  a  diftinguifhed  tafte  for 
botany,  has  here  afTembled  the  choiceft  trees  and 
plants  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  fo  that  their 
forming  the  moft  beautiful  walks  imaginable,  is  but 
their  fubordinate  merit,  for  they  afford  what  may 
inform  the  naturalift  and  inftrudt  the  philofopher. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  firft  genuine  tea  plant 
from  China  that  ever  flowered  in  Europe,  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  confgrvatory  at  Sion>  in  1773. 

The. 
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The  entrance  to  this  magnificent  villa  from  the 
great  weftern  road,  is  through  a  beautiful  gateway 
adorned  on  each  fide  with  an  open  colonade,  fo  as 
to  give  to  pafTengers  a  view  of  the  fine  lawn  which 
forms  the  approach  to  the,  houfe.  Here,  amid  large 
clun ips  of  ftately  trees,  and  over  a  continuation  of 
the  Terpentine  river,  mentioned  before,  in  the  garden, 
the  vifitor  is  conducted  to  this  princely  maniion,  and 
by  a  large  flight  of  fteps  afcends  into  the  great  hall  ; 
which  is  a  noble  oblong  room,  ornamented  with 
antique  marble  coloffal  ftatues,  and  particularly  with 
a  very  perfect  and  excellent  caft  of  the  dying  gla- 
diator in  bronze,  which  has  the  moft  happy  effect. 
from  its  pofition  as  you  enter  by  a  flight  of  marble 
ileps  into  the  veftibule. 

This  is  a  fquare  apartment  finifhed  in  a  very  un- 
common ftyle  ;  the  floor  is  of  fcaglioli, v  and  the 
walls  in  fine  relief,  with  gilt  trophies,  &c.  But 
what  particularly  diftinguifhes  this  room  are  twelve 
large  columns  and  fixteen  pilafters  of  verde  antique, 
containing  a  greater  quantity  of  this  fcarce  and  pre- 
cious marble,  than  is  now  perhaps  to  be  found  in 
any  one  building  remaining  in  the  world  :  on  the 
columns  are  twelve  gilt  ftatues. 

This  leads  to  the  dining-room,  which  is  flnifhed 
with  a  very  chafte  fimplicity,  and  is  ornamented  with 
beautiful  marble  ftatues,  and  paintings  in  chiaro 
obfeuro,  after  the  antique.  At  each  end  is  a  circular 
recefs  feparated  by  columns,  and  the  cieling  is  in 
ftucco  gilt ;  the  elegant  fimplicity  of  which  forms  a 
fine  contraft  to  that  of  the  drawing-room,  which 
immediately  fucceeds. 

The  coved  cielin?  of  this  fine  room  is  divided 
into  fmall  compartments  richly  gilt,  and  exhibiting 
defigns  of  all  the  antique  paintings  that  have  been 
found  in  Europe,  admirably  executed  by  the  beft 
Italian  artifts.  The  fides  are  hung  with  a  very  rich 
three-coloured  filk   damafk,    being   the  firft  of  the 

kind 
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kind  ever  executed  in  England.  The  tables  are  two 
noble  pieces  of  antique  Mofalc,  found  in  Titus's 
baths,  and  purchafed  from  the  Abbe  Furietti'.s  col- 
lection at  Rome.  The  glaffes  are  about  108  or  109 
inches,  by  65,  being  two  of  the  largeft  that  then  had 
ever  been  feen  in  England.  The  chimney-piece  is  of 
the  fineft  ftatuary  marble,  inlaid  and  ornamented 
with  or  mculu,  and  is  much  admired  for  the  very 
beautiful  tafte  in  which  it  is  conceived  and  Executed* 

This  conducts  to  the  great  gallery,  which  alfo 
ferves  for  the  library  and  mufeum,  being  about  133 
feet  long.  The  book-cafes  are  formed  in  receffes  in 
the  wall,  and  receive  the  books  fo  as  to  make  them 
part  of  the  general  finifhing  of  the  room,  and  the 
authors  are  well  chofen.  The  chimney-pieces  are 
perfectly  correfpondent  with  the  other  ornaments, 
and  are  adorned  with  medallions,  &c.  The  whole  is 
after  the  mod  beautiful  ftile  of  the  antique,  finimed 
in  a  remarkably  light  and  elegant  manner,  and  gave 
the  firft  inftance  of  ftucco-work  finimed  in  England, 
after  the  fineft  remains  of  antiquity.  The  deling  is 
richly  adorned  with  paintings  and  ornaments,  an- 
fwerable  to  the  beautiful  tafte  that  prevails  in  the 
other  parts  of  this  fuperb  gallery.  Below  the  cieling 
runs  a  feries  of  large  medallion  paintings,  exhibiting 
the  portraits  of  all  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  in 
fucceftion,  and  other  principal  perfonages  of  the 
noble  houfes  of  Percy  and  Seymour  ;  all  of  which, 
even  the  moft  ancient,  are  taken  from  genuine  ori- 
ginals. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  room  are  a  pair  of  folding 
doors  mto  the  garden,  which  uniformity  required 
fhould  reprefent  a  book-cafe  to  anfwer  the  other  end 
of  the  library.  Here,  by  a  very  happy  thought,  his 
Grace  has  exhibited  the  titles  of  the  lost  Greek  and 
Roman  authors,  fo  as  to  form  a  very  pleafing  decep-  . 
tion,  and  to  give  at  the  fame  time  a  curious  cata- 
logue of  the  authores  deperditi. 

At 
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At  each  end  of  this  gallery  is  a  little  pavilion, 
or  clofet,  iinifhed  in  the  moft  exquifite  tafte ;  as  is 
alfo  a  beautiful  clofet  in  one  of  the  fquare  turrets 
rifing  above  the  roof,  which  commands  a  moft  en- 
chanting profpecl:. 

From  the  eaft  end  of  the  gallery  are  a  fuite  of  pri- 
vate apartments,  that  are  extremely  convenient  and 
elegant,  and  lead  us  back  to  the  great  hall  by  which 
we  entered. 
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Chi  (bury  hill  44 

Chifwick  134. 

Churn  river  215,221 

Cilgarron  caftle  3  1 3 

Cirencefter  30,  219 

Cifoury  44 

Clebury  282 

Cliefden  56 

Clothale  162 

Clovelly  8 

Clun,  river  282 

Clwyd  325 

Cobridge  360 

Coinage  towns    -  4 

Colefhill  ,369 

Coin  river  215 

Colnbrook  135 

Columb  14 

St.  Columb';  3 

Columbftock  14 

Columb  ton  bid. 

Colwal  29b 

Comb- 
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Comb-Martin  1 2 

Congleton  345 

Coningfby,  Earl  of  291 

Conway  323 

Cooper'j  Hill  71 
Cornwall,  county  of      1  to  7 

Coffin  gton  386 

Cotfwold-Downs  2 1 4 

Coventry  369 

Cowper,  Earl,  bis  feat  155 

Cranborne  Lodge  70 

Cradock,  Jofeph,  Efq\  392 

Craven,  Earl  of  48 

Credon-hill,  camp  287 

Creeklade  221 

Cridach,  road  310 

Cromwell,  Richard  171 

Crook,  Chief  Juf  ice  174 

Crofs-hill    ■  386 

Crofs,  John,  Efy\  158 


D 

Dantfey 
4«  Danvers,  Henry 
Dartford 
Daventry 
St.  David's 
Dean,  for  eft 
Deddington 
Dee,  river 
Denbigh 
Deptford 
Devizes 
Devonfhire 
Digby'/,  their  feat 
Dinder-hill 
Ditchley 

Donnington-caltle 
Don  nington*  park 
Dorchefter 


34 
ibid. 

380 

311 

257 

182 

326,  338 

324 

73 

3°>  39 
7  to  14 

369 
288 
214 
47 
396 
'74 


Drayton  358 

Droitwich  271 

Dudley  363 

Dundas,  Sir  Lawrence  141 

Dundans  139 

Durfley  255 


E 


Eaft  Barnet  138 

Eaflon-Nefton  384 

Ecclefhall  359 

Edge-hili  181 
Edward,  William,  a  famous 

Welfh  architect  304 

Edgware  128 

Edmonton  127 

Egmont,  Lord,  his  feat  20 
Eleanor,   Queen ,   her  croffes, 

nv here  ere  died  386 

Ellis,  Brown,  Efq\  381 

Elfmere  248 

Enfield  127 

EnmOre  caftle  ibid. 

Erdborough  586 

EfTex,  Earl  of  his  feat  1 40 

Eton  58 

Evefham  263 

Ex,  River  13 

Exmore  17 


Fairford  30,  218 

Farringdon  49 

Ferrers,  Earl  391 

Fitzroy,  Col.  his  Seat  128 
Fitz-Stephen,  Robert  3 1 3 
Flemings  309 

Flat- Holms  19 

Flint  33  « 

Fontbill 
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Fonthill 

38 

Gunnerfbury-houfe 

137 

Foley,  Lord,  his  Seat 

267 

The  Gvviniad 

320 

Forelt  of  Deiamere 

339 

Foreft  of  Macclesfield 

345 

H 

Foote,  Mr.  Samuel 

*35 

Forte  (cue,  Lord,  hi 

sfeat 

399 

Hackney 

126 

Foffe-way 

216 

Hadham  Parva 

166 

Frampton 

256 

Had  Hock 

162 

Frodmam 

34° 

Hagley-park 

274 

Fro  me 

3° 

>   33 

Kales-Owen 

272 

Froxfield 

44 

Hallaton 

395 

Fulham 

*3l 

Hal  let,  Mr.  his  feat 

150 

AHampftead 

127 

G 

f   - 

Ham p Gen,  family  of 
Hamftead  Marftial 

173 
48 

Gadefden 

»41 

Har  borough 

337 

Geddington 

3*5 

Harleigh-caille 

316 

Gillingharn 

3° 

Harrow 

172 

Glamorganmlre 

302 

Hartland-point 

7 

Glafton'oury 

24 

Hartlebury-caitle 

271 

Glouceilermire  21 

3  to 

223; 

■  Hatneld 

*53 

2 

54  to  262 

Haverford-welt. 

31* 

Gloucefler 

?57 

Heathcote,  Sir  Gilben 

1  l3S 

Godiva,   Lady 

373 

Heathorp 

215 

G  od  ilow-  Nunnery 

208 

Heigh  tibury 

33 

Golden  Va'e 

286, 

2(^2 

Hem  piled 

142 

Gore,  Mr.  bis  Jim 

park 

•    I44. 

Hengefton-hill 

4 

Gorhambury 

Ifl 

Henley  upon  Thames 

ci 

Gower,  Earl,  bis  feat 

36.I 

Herefordihire       284  to  2Q2 

Gray,  Sir  Henry 

141 

Hereford 

286 

Great  Barkhamflead 

142 

'  Herman-ftreet         159, 

163 

>  171 

Great  Bedwin 

43 

Hertfordfhire        137  tc 

Great  Malvern 

262 

Hertford 

*55 

f  200 

Great  Marlow 

54 

Hertford,  Earl,  bis  fea, 

Great  Wenlock 

282, 

356 

Hetherington,  Mr. 

60 

Gresford 

332 

Hexton 

157 

388 

Grey  Wethers,  a 

colle£i 

Hon  ■sf 

High-crofs 

Jiones 

40 

Highgate 

127 

Groi/enor,  Lord 

339 

High-Wycomb 

172 

Gubbins 

155 

Hill,  Sir  Rowland 

357 

Guildfborough 

333 

Hindon 

?8 

Vol.  If. 

T                   Hiiiklcy 
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Hinkley 

3*9 

Hitch  in 

lS7 

K 

Hobbes,  Mr. 

34 

H<.bbey,&>  William, 

fck-55 

Kader-Idris 

Hoddefdon 

170 

Keiniham 

Holrneby  houfe 

3*3 

Kenchefler 

Holt,  Charles,  Efq\ 

3,6 

Ken  net,  River 

Holy-hesd 

32» 

Keniington 

Holywell 

330 

Kidderminfrer 

Holy-bones 

39  + 

Kiiy-Maen  Llwyd 

Hon  efd  on 

167 

King  {bury 

Humphrey,  Dufo 

149 

King  Arthur's  Well 

Hungerford  in  Berks 

4> 

King  Harry's  Walk 

Hung-road 

253 

Kings-Langley 

jHuriers,  monumental ' Jlonesy   6 

Knutsford 

Huntingdon,  Early  39 

i>396 

Kyneton                    : 

41 


Kyniig  cattle 


H> 


316 

235 

284 

»  45 
131 

272 

307 

»53 

^3 

43 

142 

342 
285 
305 


Jack  of  Newbury 

{jijpiirey 

jtffeiies,  the  family  cf 

-'    •  Chancellor 

Jekyll,   Sir  Jofeph 

Ikenild-itreet 

l.kering-ftreet  144, 

II  ford  comb 

Ilfley 

In  a,  King,  his  palace 

Inchiquin,  Lord,  his  feat  57 

Ingeftre 

Jnglefield 

Ifieworth 

IHington 

lilip 

Ivel,  River 

Ivelcheller 

St.  Ives 

lvingho 


54 


46  Lambourn  48 

139  Landaff  303 

332  Langport  22 

348.  Latimer  181 

154.  Launcefton  4 

364  Laurence-Waltham  56 

159  Lavington  38 

11  Lawton,  Robert,  Efq\  342 

48  Lead ,  a  remarkable  piece  of  24 

22  Lech,  River  215 
Leafovves  272 

363  Lechlade  218 

,  71  Lee,  River  1  s4 

131  Ledbury  290 

73  Leeds,  Duke  of  145 

182  Legh,  Charles,  Efq;  his  feat 

23  344 
22      Legers-afhby                    280 

i      Leiceftermire       390  to  396 
175^  Leiceiter  391 

*  Lemlter  284 

JLhyn- 
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Lhyn-Tegid  Lake 
Lilli-Hoo 
Liiliput 
4  Litchfisld 
Llangordmore 
Llanrwft 
loddon,  River 


Malvem-hills  262 

Malvern,   Great  and  Little 
262 
Mansfield,  Lord, his  feat  128 

305 


320 
158 
23  + 

313      Margan-Mynydd 
324S^MarlboiOugh 
55      Marlborough,  Duke 


LONDON,    its  prodigious      Marlborough,   Dutcbefs 


ts  arc  urn 


extent,   72 

rence,   73.      Brief  account 
cf  the  fate  of  the  city  be- 
fore the  f  re,  ~6.      Its  pro*, 
digious   encreafe    of   build- 
ings, 77.    Public  offices,  82. 
Squares,  and  grand  build- 
ings,  86       Of  the  fatues 
and  other  public  ornaments, 
106.      Of  the  Brnifh  Mu- 
-   feum,  &c.  115.   Of  its  pip^ 
ping,    &c.    commerce,    end 
other  particular  st   1 1 9. 
Long  Leate  38 

Loughborough  595 

Lowndes,  Thomas,  Efq;  342 
'  «  the  family  of  3  46 

Ludlow  282 

Lumley,  Henry^  Efa;    167 


Lundy,  Ifland 
Lupus,  Hugh 
Lutterworth 
Lyteford 


^-•^Marfhfield  30, 

Mawcop 

Melton-Mowbray 
Menai,  River 
Mendip-hills 
Mere  30,  38, 

Merevel 
Merionethfhire 
Merlin 

Merfey,  River        343, 
6"/.  Michael's 

Middlefex  12610  137 

Middleton,  Sir  Hugh     169 
Middlewich  340 

Milbourn  23 

Milford  Haven  309 

Mill,  Sir  John  Hobby,    his 
feat  ^  55 

Minching  Hampton  30,  222 
Minehead  17 

Monmouthmire  293  to  295 


40 
212 

'53 

223 

342 
30 
32* 
27 
347 
389 
315 
5C6 

344 
2 


H 

338 


387      Monmouth 


Lyttelton,  Lord,  his  feat  274 


M 


Macclesfield 
Maidenhead 
Malmfbury 
Malpas 


345 

3°>  34 
335 


93 
24      Monfon,  Lord,  his  feat   170 

385 

315 

395 
302 

141 

214 

3H 
316 

MS 


Montagu,  Duke  of 
Montgomery 
Montforrel 
Monuchdenny-hill 
More- park 
Morton  hen  marlh 
Mottram  St.  Andrew 
Mowywynda 
Muniboiough  hill 


T  2 


Myton, 


lyton,  John. 


N 


Namptwich 

Nafeby 

Neath 

NeiTon 

Ne  tie  bed 

.Nevil,  Ear! of  SzViChury  35 

Newaik  .  396 

Newbury  45 

Newcaftle  under  Line     360 

Newcaitie,  Duke  of \  his  feat 

214 
Newington  127 

Newington- butts  73 

Newnham  215,  256 

Newport  5,  307, 

Newport-Pagnell 
New  River 
Northamptonshire  381 
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Efq\    his  feat      Old  Stratford 

i$i 

349      Ofney,  Abbey 

266 

St.  Ofwald 

272 

Ofwe-try 

35° 

Oulney 

181 

346      Ouiley 

364 

383  s  Oxford 

182,  &feq. 

304      Oxfordshire 

181   to  218 

337 

5i                          P 

Packington  369 

Packington,  Sir  Herbert,  his 
feat  271 

Padftow  2,  3 

Parrat,  River  19 

St.  Paul's  Church  gg,  &  feq. 
Paynfwick  222 

Pembridge  285 


3^7  -rPemoroke 

1 80     pembrokelhire 


Northampton 
North  amp  ton  j 

feat 
North-End 
North  Lech 
North-Myms 
North  wich 


170 
to 
387 
382 
Earl  cf  his 
3B3 

135 

216 

**4 

341,   342 


Nottinghamshire  396  to  398 


Nun-Eaton 


Oakingham 
Oakley-park 
Och,  River 
Offa's  Dyke 
Okehampton 


389 


70 
284 

48 
294 

11 


Pendrills 

Penkrige 

Penley-Lodge 

Penmaen-Maur 

Penny  well 

Pensford 

Perry,  River 

Persfield 

Perfhore 

Perrywood 

Philips-Norton 

Pill 

Pifhiobury 

Plummer,  William,  Efq; 

Piymlymon-hill 

Polefworth 

Pom  fret,  Earl  of 

Popham,  Chief  fuftice 

Porlock 

Portland,  Duke  of 


30S 
3°7 
354 

.353 
HS 
SH 
*39 

>  34 
349 
294 
262 
263 

33 
253 
168 

169 
3H 
39° 
384 
16 

17 
171 

Powell, 


30 


3° 


INDEX. 


Powell,  Mr 

Preftbury 

Prefteigne 

Prior-park 

Puckeridge 

Putney,  or 

.  Juflice         156 

344 
302 
230 
164 
Fulham  Bridge 

Pynfent 

CL 

131 

23 

Quantock 

Quern 

Quixwood 

18 
220 
162 

R 


Radnor  302 

Ragley  266 

Ranelagh,  late  Earl of  134 

Ranelagh-houfe  134. 

Raven  fborough>cafHe  158 

Raw-dikes  395 

Reading  51 

Red-Horfe,  Vale  cfiSz,  266 

Rhee,  River,  iisfource  161 

Rhoodee  337 

Rhythin  325 

Rickmerfworth  141 

Rivers,  Early  his  feat  340 

Robin   Hood's-hiil  259 

Roch  Parijb  280 

Rofts,  the,  a  Britijb poft  332 

Roll  rick  Stones  213 

Rofs  292 

Roylton  161 

Rugby  388 

Rumball  167 

Runway  39 

Rutland,  D.  of,  his  feat  396 

Rye,  in  Hertford  (hire  166 


Salifbury,   Countefs  of  269* 

Sand bach  346 

Sarn-Badrig  310 

Savernack  Forejl  41 

Sawbridgeworth  167 

Sebright,  Sir  Saunders  147 

Sedgmore  28 

Severn  253,  279,  314,  3$  1, 

354 
Shaftesbury  30 

Seymour,  Sirjohn,  his  feat  4.3 
Shakefpeare  263 

Shelburne,  Lord,  hisfeo.t  40 
Shenllone,  Mr,  his  feat  272. 
Shepton  Mallet  30,  33 

Shipley-hill  386 

Shiptoj*  182 

Shireborn  30 

Shropshire  280  to  2845  347 

to  358 
Shrewsbury  351 

Shrub's  Hill  69. 

Shuckborow- manor  363 
Siffivernes  157 

Sinodun  Hill  49 

Sion-Houfe  401 

Snowdon-hili  317 

Soar,  River  393 

Solvatch-bay  309 

Somerfetfhire  15  to  30;  224 

to  253 
Somerfet,  Dutchefs  of        44 
Somerton  23 

Sopwell  Nunnery  151 

Southams  ic 

South  Petherton  22 

Southmolton  399 

Spencer, 
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S  pen  cer,  Earl  153,38 '4J* 

Spinham-lands  46 

h    Stafford  358 
Staffordshire         358  to  368 

Staines  135 

Stamford,  Earl  of  343 

Standon  165 

Stanley  256 

Stanton-Harold  391 

Starbury  Mount  221 

Steep-Holms  19 

Stevenage  156 

Stockport  343 

Stony- Stratford  180 

Stort,  River  167 

Stourbridge  272 

Stow  on  the  Would  215 

4    Stow  Gardens  175 

Stratford  upon  Avon  263 

Stratford,  Mr.  bis  feat  389 

Stratton  6 

Stroud  222 

Stroudwater,  River  ibid. 

Stukeley  381 

Sturminfter  30 

Sundridge  153 

Sunning- Hill  71 

Sutton- Colefield  369 

Swanfea  304 


TaafFe  well 

303 

Tamar,  River 

7 

Tame 

174- 

Tame,  John 

219 

Tamworth . 

368 

Taploc 

57 

Tave,  River 

9 

Taviftock 

10 
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Taunton  16 

Teme,  River         2JQ,  283 

Temple,  Early  his  feat  175 

Temple-mills  55 

Tenbigh  307 

Tenbury  279 

Tetbury                     30,  222 

Teukibury  261 

Thames,  River  137 

Thatchuni  51 

Theale  ibid. 

Theobalds  170 

Therfield  162 

Thornbury  255 

Thurlwood  Salt  Works  342 

Tidmerton  Parijb  213 

Tickenhall  2?o 

Tittenhanger  153 

Tiverton            .  13 

Tomkinfon,   Edward,  Efq\ 

3> 
Tone,  River  16,  19 

Torr,  the  Hill  24 

Torrington  1 1 

Tottenham  1 27 

Totteridge  138 

Tovy,  River  315 

Towcefter  383 

Townfhend,  Lady  Vicountefs 
Dowager  155 

Towridge,  River  9 

Trent,  River  365 

Trentham  361 

Tring  144 

Troy-houfe  293 

Trowbridge  30,   37 

St.  TudwaPj  Road  310 

Twickenham  131 

Twyford  54 

Tyvy,  River  312,  313 

U  Undercombe 
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1 


Undercombe 
Ufcolamb 
Upton 
Uxbridge 

57 

262 
»3S 

V 

Vale  of  Aylelbury 
Vale  of  CIvvyd 
Vale  of  Eve(h;im 
Vale  5/ Red- hoi fe 

174 

325 

263 
266 

Vale  of  White-horfe         49 
Verulam,  Old  and  Nevj  149 

W 

Wad  bridge  3 

Wadley  54 

Walcot  234 

Wales  29610  334 

Walkern  156 

Waller,  Mr.  Edmund     172 
Wallingford  50 

Walfal  362 

Waltham-crofs  171 

Wa'tham  on  the  Would  396 
Wanfdyke  43 

Wantage  48 

Ward,  Lord,  his  feat         363 
/    Ware  1 68 

Wargrave  70 

Warmmfler  30,  37 

Warmlington  182 

Warren,  Sir  John  Borlafe  14 
Warren,  Sir  George  344 
Warwickshire  263  to  265  ; 
369  to  380 
Warwick  377 
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Watchet  i3 

Watford  139 

Wathington  51 

Wading- (beet  129,    139, 

«59»  354,  3<H>  3S8 

Watton  155 

Weaver,  River  340 

Wednesfield  362 

We= don  381 

Welland,  River  393 

Well-Head  Spring  173 

Wellingborough  387 
Wellington               15,   ic7 

Wells  2j 

Wem  348 

Wend  over  173 
St.  WenefredeY  well       327 

Wenman,  Jane  156 

Weobly  285 

Wergins  290 

Werrington  5 

Weiibury  30,  37 

Weft  wood  271 
-aWey  mouth ,  Lord,  his  feat  3  8 

Whadden-Hall  381 

Whitchurch  347 

WhitrhorfeJiili  49 

Whitefhole-hill,    a  Danijb 

camp  3  8 

Whittington  349 

Wick  war  223 

Wigmore,  caflle  of  285 

Wilbraham,   Roger,  Efq-, 

Wilbury-hill  159 

Willoughby  386 

Wiltftiire  30  to  45 

Wincaunton  24,  30,  33 

Winchcomb  261 

Windruih  river  21c 

Windfor  60, 70 
Winflow 
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Window 

175 

Wrek  river 

386 

Witney 

217 

Wreken-hili 

3  57 

Wokey-hole 

27 

Wrexham 

33l 

Wolf-hall 

43 

Wright,  Henry  Offley, 

% 

Wolverhampton 

361 

344 

Woodftock 

210 

Wrotteiley 

362 

Woolhamptori 

51 

Wye  river 

302 

Worcefterfhire 

266 

to  280 

Worcefter 

266 

Y 

Wotton 

255 

Wray,  &>Bouchier, 

kisjeat 

Youngfbury 

169 
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